


United States Department of the interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

6 1 
Section number Page 

6. Function or  Use: -- 
kiistoric Functi0r.s: 
Acricult~ure/S7ubsis=ence: aaricultural field 
~.4riculture/~ai;sistence: h o r t i c ~ l t u r a l ~ a c i l i t ~  
A~riczlture/SSsistence: processing 
P.griculture/SuSsistence: animal faci l i ty  
P.griculture/S&sistence: agricultural outbuildirg 
Dxtestic: single dwellirq 
Comestic: secordary structure 
m e s t i c :  mutiple dwelling 
Funerary: cewtery 

Current Functions: 
Recreation and Culture: museum 
Recreation and Culture: outdoor recreation 
Agriculture/SuDsistence: agricultural field 
Aqrie~lture/Subsistence: animal faci l i ty  
Agriculture/Subsistence: agricultural outbuilding 
Agriculture/Subsistence: br t i cu l tu ra l  faci l i ty 
Funerary: cwetery 



- -~ 

6. Function or U M  
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
See  C o n t i n u a t i o n  S h e e t  S e c t i o n  6 ,  Page 1 

- - - - 
7. Deurlption - - . - 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

- - - 
foundation a 

O t h e r :  V e r n a c u l a r  log c o n s t r u c t i o n  - - 

roof 

( F o r  Tobacco  Barn  o n l y )  
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance 

The W k e r  T. Washiwton National Monument is a 223.93-acre site of which 
approximately 150 acres are i n  wxdlands, a m  the r e n a i n i q  acres are  i n  o p n  
f i e ld s .  Most of the Park's structures are  located. i n  t he  c lear ings ,  but some 
of the  h i s t o r i c  resources are a lso locate5 within the w>oded areas of the  
Park. Virginia 122 in te rsec ts  the Park through a 18.10-acre sect ion that  was 
purchased a-s a buffer zone to protect the property's scenic values against 
commercial development. The nan ina td  area consists of approximately 196.79 
acres.  The renainiry acreage of t he  ?ark consis ts  of t he  18.10-acre sect ion 
t h a t  was purchased as a buffer zone; a 7-acre t r a c t  obtained i n  a 1917 lard 
exchange; and an a3dit ional .04-acre t r a c t  tha t  was a l s  purchase3 a s  a 
buf fe r  mne. Hut located within these excluded t r a c t s  a r e  traces of two 
roacis t ha t  were present during Booker T. washington's r e s i k n c e  here. I n  the  
18.10 acre  buffer  zone there  are two r o a j  t races  £ran the Rocky Mount- 
Lynchburg Turnpike, hhich dlning Boke r  T. Washinrjton's ti= was cal led the 
Hales Ford Roac7. There are  also three segments of road t r aces  frcin the OlU 
P lan ta t ion  mt rance  Wad, once of hi& is l o c a t d  i n  the 18.10 acre buffer  
zone, and another i n  the 7-acre t r a c t  obtain& i n  the 1917 lam excharge. 
The boundaries of the narkinat& area exclucies the acreage not h i s t o r i c a l l y  
associated with the property, but includes the h i s to r i c  road t r aces  locatecl 
within t h i s  acreage. 

mcate:  i n  a r e l a t i ve ly  contigwus c lus t e r  ir, the mrthern section of the 
Park a r e  the buildings ard aemnst ra t ion  farm area t h a t  make up the  Living 
Historical Fam. l h e  farm is the focal p i n t  of the Park, a d  through 
in t e rp re t ive  rep l icas  of the h i s t o r i c  buildings an? fam animals, crops, an6 
tcmls, the farm is intended to rep l ica te  the s igh ts  and sounds t h a t  m k e r  T. 
Washington might have exprienced durirr; h i s  l i f e  there. The structures a r e  
l inked by the gravel-surfaced Plantation Trail. A t  the beginning of the 
h a i l ,  one ccmes u p n  the  stones t h a t  mark the a p p r o x h t e  foundations of t he  
Burroughs House ("Big House"), ard the ~ i r t h p l a c e  Cabin. Continuing u p n  the 
Trsil one cores to the K i t d ~ e n  C&in w i t h  a nearby Outhouse, t he  Srnkeh~use 
a m  a mar?,, 391-inq, the 3lacl;srt.itn She3, a?j tths ToIUb?'xx) Sarn. Trie n>bacc~ 
Barn ( c i r c a  1834) although constructed a f t e r  W k e r  T. Washington's d e p r t u r ~  
and m v e j  frcm a nearby s i t e  on the farm, is representative of v e r n a ~ u l a r  
farm b u i l d i m s  constructed during tha t  p r i d .  Cn the  southside of the 
Kitchen Cabin is a 200 square foot Herb Garden, and to the mrthwest is a 
1,400 square £cot Kitchen Garden. Continuing along the T r a i l  one approaches 
t he  Duck Fen,  Chicken House, C n r n  Crib, m r s e  Earn, a d  the E w  Pen. Mne of 
these s t ruc tures  date tc the  Booker T. IJashiwton pried. 

q s e e  continuation sheet 
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Farther along the Tra i l  is the Eurroughs Family Cemetery which contains the 
graves ard headstones of b k e r  T. Washington's owner, James Burroughs 
(d. 1861), ard h i s  mn ,  James William (B i l l i e )  Burroughs (d. 1863), who was 
k i l led  during t h e  C iv i l  War. The Sparks Cemetery is located in  the w x d s  t o  
the  s u t h  of the l iving h is tor ica l  farm, and was in  use before the Eurroughs 
purchased the p r o p r t y  i n  the mid-nineteenth century. Of the seven v is ib le  
f ie ldstone m r k e r s ,  only one has a legible  inscription: "S.I.D. 1823." 

Several of the s i t e s  i n  the  Park are enclosed in a w x d e n  s p l i t  r a i l  fence i n  
the  d i s t inc t ive  Virginia Snake pattern, including the Horse Barn ard its 
adjacent g r a z i q  lands, ard the Burroughs, Hayes, and Sparks cemeteries. The 
'nog lot i n  enclosed w i t h ~ a  rus t ic  r a i l  fence. This overal l  fencing pat tern 
d i f f e r s  f ran the h i s t o r i c  fencirg patterns on the p ropr ty .  Histor ical ly ,  
the  Sparks Cemetery was surrounded by a b e l t  of pine t rees ,  an3 the tog l o t  
w a s  enclosed by buck rail fences. A demnstration farm area, whose location 
is p r i o d i c a l l y  rotated,  is currently located near the Horse Barn ard 
contains approximately four acres of corn a m  one acre of tobacco, both i n  
v a r i e t i e s  h i s to r i ca l ly  associated with the s i t e .  

There a r e  four h i s t o r i c  t rees  within the d m n s t r a t i o n  farm area tha t  a r e  
t b u g h t  to date to the Booker T. Vlashiqton p r i c d .  Thu h i t e  oak t r ee s  are 
located near the  Spring, ard a catalpa t r ee  am a j u n i p r  tree are located 
a ~ r o x i m a t e l y  t h i r t y  f e e t  £ran the Burrouqhs House s i t e .  Also located within 
the h i s t o r i c a l  farm area are  approximately four acres tha t  a re  planted in  
crops present dlning the mid-nineteenth century. There is also a f r u i t  
orchatd ard qra= arbor nearby. 

Visually the demonstration farm area is daninated by the V i s i t o r  Center, a 
&ern s t ruc ture  t h a t  was bui l t  duricq the "Mission 66" initiative, am 
because of its location near the Park's entrance is a visual intrusion on the 
scenic values of the  Park. Next to the V i s i t o r  Center is a Farkin3 Lot. m e  
Booker T. Washington Environmental Educational and Cultural Center (B'IW 
EC&CC) is shaded fran view of the h i s to r i ca l  farm by trees. The s t i l l  act ive 
Hayes Cemetary l i e s  i n  the buffer wn6, north of Virginia 122. .Uthough the 
l andscap  of the park is not h i s tor ica l ly  s ignif icant ,  there has been an 
e f f o r t  to screen the park q a i n s t  visual intrusions of nearby &ern 
developnents. I n  the northeastern section of the park, a 1200-foot long, 15- 
foot wide planting of Virginia Pipe, m&s, iiemlock, an3 Redbud t r e e s  was 
completed i n  1987-1988. 

There are several mdern roads ard t r a i l s  i n  the Park, a s  w11 as t races  frm 
tm h i s t o r i c  roads. Located north of  Virginia 122, within the buffer wne 
a r e  tw sections £ran the Rocky Mount-Lynchburg Turnpike which h i s to r i ca l ly  
was known as the Hales m r d  Road. During the Booker T. Washington pricd, 
period, Hales Ford Road was intersected by an entrance mad to the 
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plantation. Suwiving now are three sections of rag t races  £ r a n  f i a t  road, 
ho.m a s  Old Plantation Entrance Faad. One section of Old Plantation 
Entrance F ~ a d  is located witkhin the buffer zone. Virginia 122, vhich i n  1953 
w& d e s i g i n a t 4  the Booker T. Washington Mefnorial Highway, in te rsec ts  the 
Park a t  the mr th .  Die self-yuidd tour through t5e l iving h i s to r i ca l  fhrm 
area follows the route of the Plantation Trail .  The JacL-C-Lantern Eranch 
W a i l  is a one-and-one-half mile hiking t r a i l  khich l a p s  through the center 
of the  Park. The tm t r a i l s ,  hi& tcqether are  'mown as the  Booker T. 
Washington Tra i l ,  were designated a National Recreation Tra i l  i n  1981 . There 
a r e  several other  roads in  the Park: Farm Access IQd tha t  connects Virginia 
122 t o  the h i s to r i c  area; School Fsad that  mnnects V i q i n i a  122 to the mV 
EE&CC; Vis i tor  G n t e r  t ha t  connects Virginia 122 to the  Parkin; Lot; 
F i re  Access FDad tha t  makes a l m p  in the southern section of the park; ani 
U t i l i ' q  r o a j  t ha t  connects the rear  of the Vis i tor  Center to the  Employee 
Parking Area. Located in  the l o m r  su theas t e rn  section of the p r k  is G i l l s  
Creek, which runs for approximately 2,500 f ee t  within the Park's boundary. 
It is joined by Jack-C-Lantern Branch Creek on the Park's southeast toundry. 
mis small creek flows southeasterly through the Park. A spring located 200 
f e e t  from the birthplace cabin s i t e  is the p i ~ . a r y  water source fo r  
Jack-C-Lantern Eranch. This s ~ r i n g  was use6 by Booker T. Nashington during 
h i s  years on the p o p r t y .  There are several kips of wi ld l i fe  t ha t  inhabit 
tkke Park, including tieer, raccoon, wpssum, r h b i t s ,  squirrels, a m  ducks. 

The p o p r t y  now functions as a museum and l iving h i s to r i ca l  farm which was 
established to camemrate  the l i f e  arai career of -mker T. Washington. H i s  
nine years a t  the Eurroughs Plantation are i n t e ~ r e t e d  here,  a s  el1 as h is  
many professional achie~err~encs. In Ga i t ion  to f e a t a r i q  i n t e r p e t i v e  
rep l icas  of a nineteenth century plantation, farniny ard ru ra l  s k i l l s  are 
a lso d m n s t r a t d  here, incluuing blacksmithing, shakemaking, weaving, 
basketmaking, camlemaking, tobacco twisting, cooking, a~ gardening. The 
Park has tm h i s to r i cz l  a r t i f a c t s  related t o  Booker T. Washington: a l e t t e r  
signed by him dated March 23, 1904, and hardwritten notes f rom a s p e c h  he 
d e l i v e r 4  on k c & r  9, 1907, a t  New York City 's  St.  Mark's Church. 

me p e s e n t  w-arance of the q o p e r t y  d i f f e r s  somev,hat fcan its appearance 
when it w a s  a tobacco plantation. When W k e r  T. Washington w a s  born here i n  
1856, it was the 207-acre plantation of James Eurroughs (1794-1861 ) ard h i s  
wife, Elizzketh (1802-1895). The Burroughses i n i t i a l l y  purchased 177 acres 
on G i l l s  Creek i n  1850, to *ich they dded  an d d i t i o n a l  30 acres i n  1854. 
They cul t ivated about 107 of these acres. The pimary crop was toShcco, and. 
a h i s to r i ca l  study of the farn suggests that  it was planted in  the fo l lowiq  
way: 3 acres to dark tobacco; 13-15 acres to corn; 20-25 acres t~ wheat; 7 
acres  to oats;  a separate patch o r  a section of the a r n f i e l d  to ta l l ing  about 
a acre i n  f i e l d  p a s ;  and an indeterminate n m k r  of acres devoted t o  flax,  
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sorghum, a d  sweet p t a t o e s .  They d m  raised m1, ~roduc& bu t t e r ,  am3 had 
s e v e r d  apple a m  p a r  trees.  In  1859, the Burroughs had 4 horses, 9 c a t t l e ,  
12 sheep, 16 kgs, as well as an undeterminec! rider of d i ckens ,  ducks, 
geese, a& guineas. In  1861, the year t ha t  Jmes Burroughs died, he owned 10 
slaves,  including Eooker, Booker's rrother -- Jane, brother -- John, s i s t e r  - 
Amrda, aunt -- Sophia a m  uncle -- Monroe. khly two of the slaves were 
aaui t  d e s ,  requiring b t h  James a r roughs  a d  h i s  ssns to ac t ive ly  
par t ic i -a te  i n  the farming. 

The kui ldirqs  included a oneml-one-half-story log b u s e  w i t h  a rear  e l l ,  
served as the Burroughses' horn. The house along with a one-acre 

garden was enclosed within a pliq fence. It h a  three gates which opened 
to the front  entrance, the garden, a m  a path tha t  led to the syjring. There 
here two nearby slave cabins: one to the southeast khich doubled a s  the 
Kitchen Cabin, a m  one to the southwest whi& doubled as the  Dining Rxm. 
B a k e r  T. Washimton's m t h e r  was the plantation c o k ,  and she along with her 
three children l ived in the Kitchen Cabin in  khi& Bcoker T. Washington VAS 

born i n  1856.l This cabin was &scribed i n  de ta i l  by W ~ e r  T. Washington 
in  h i s  1901 autobiqraphy, Up Fran Slavery: -- 

I was born in  a typical lcg c h i n ,  h u t  fourteen by sixteen f e e t  
square. . . . 
The cabin was without g lass  widows; it h ~ d  only oopenings in  the 
sick hi& l e t  i n  the l i g h t ,  ard a l s  the cold, ch i l ly  a i r  of 
winter. mere was a &or to the cabin - tha t  is mmethitq tha t  was 
cal led a b r  - but the uncertain himjes by khi& it w a s  hung, am tke  
larye cracks in  it, to say nothing of the f ac t  tha t  it was too s m a l l ,  
made the roan a very uncanfortable one. In addition to these opn ings ,  
there was i n  the lower righthand corner of the m, the "cat-hole" - a 
contrivance hhi& alnost every mnsion o r  cabin i n  Virginia ps ses sed  
d u r i q  the ante-beullum priod. The "ca t -b le"  was a square opening, 
about seven by eight  inches, p rov ide  for the p u r p s e  of l e t t i q  the  
c a t  pass i n  an3 out  of the b u s e  a t  w i l l  durirq the night.... There 
bas no m d e n  f loor  i n  our cabin, the naked ear& k i n g  used as a 
f l w r .  In the centre of the earthen floor there was large,  deep 
o p n i q  covered with boards, vhich was used a s  a place in  whi& t o  
s to re  sweet p t a t o e s  during the winter.. . .2 

mere  were two other  slave cabins: one was a tm-roan s t ructure  located near 
the present V i s i t o r  Center, ard the other was located near the Eurroughs 
Cemetery. The Burroughses also had a privy, a horse barn and, a c o w  barn 
( b t h  with co r ra l s ) ,  two w r n  cr ibs ,  t m  tobacco barns, a d i c k e n  house, ard 
a blacksmith shed with bellows ard a rock forge. They had no springhouse, 
but did have f l a t  rocks p s i t i o n e d  i n  the Spring s as to accancdate a 
bucket. 
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There have keen a nmber of major construction charges at the s i t e ,  b the 
extent t h a t  none of the present s t ructures ,  with the exception of the Sparks 
a m  3urr3cg'r.s Cemeteriss arri traces f rom two h i s to r i c  roads tha t  were present 
daring the Booker T. Washington ~ e r i o d .  By 1894, following the sa le  of the 
plantat ion to Zohn B. Pobertson, ?everal bui ldirqs  , e r e  53 d e t e r i o r a t e  t h a t  
they ha5 to be renove6, including the h o r s  barn, t'ne c o w  barn, the tm corn 
c r ib s ,  zrd the tm tobacco barns. Ey then only the stone chimney and p t a t o  
b l e  renained of W x e r  T. Washington's b i r th  cabin. By 1922, the Pokr t sons  
had alss re!mved the slave cabin to the southwest of the "Big House" tha t  
double3 &s the d in in ;  room. filoreover, the Fobertsors r e d e l l e d  the 
buildings t ~ a t  were still in tac t ;  they covered the Eurroughs house with b a r a  
siding ard & d d  a front p r c h  with a gablei  roof. n e y  aim b u i l t  two stock 
barns an3 f ive  tobacco barns. I n  1932, they added a two-rcun frmhe bouse, 
locateci to tne northwest of the Eurroughs b u s e .  

Ch October 15, 1945, the s i t e  was sola to S.J. aMi Virginia Phi l l ips ,  r*io i n  
t u r n  conveyei it to t'ne Booker T. Washington Birthplace Mmrial on May 4, 
1946. ?he B i r t h ~ l a c e  K m r i a l  in i t ia ted  several new construction projects. 
An addition w&s &ad to the eas t  elevation of the Burroughs house, a 
full-wiath fronc p r c h  was w n s t r u c t d ,  and the in t e r io r  was rerodelled to 
zcmmciiate the  Birthplace Merrorial off ices ,  a s  well as  a ps t  off ice .  
hbreover, a tw-lane driveway with a c i rcu lar  turnaround was wnstructed fran 
Virginia 122 '9 the  Burroughs House. Finally, on l ? e c e ! r  23, 1950, the 
Eurroqns  House was destroyed by f i r e .  There was an limited attempt to 
recreate  the  a t m p h e r e  tha t  Eooker T. Washington h e w .  An in te rpre t ive  
rep l ica  of h i s  birthplace cabin was erected in  1949, altrough it was not 
locarre6 on the s i t e  of the or ig ina l  cabin, but instezd located to the 
southwest of the b u s e ,  vhere the dining rcom cabin or ig ina l ly  stood. In 
d d i t i o n  to t k e  birthplace repl ica ,  a n u h e r  of mdern s t ruc tures  were 
erected including: Hopkins Hall, a "forty-by-sixty foot t v i i s t o t y  brick 
building" e a s t  of the Burroughs house; Tuck Indus t r ia l  H a l l ,  kid was 
constructed by renovatirg one of the bbertson-era  Darns; Virginia Cottage, 

was an exmnsion to twelve r o m  of the tweroan f r m e  house b u i l t  by 
the Fokr t sons ;  a d  four new p u l t r y  buses .  I n  addition, the fzundation of 
knat w a s  intended to be a "t'do-story t h i r t y  by s ix ty  foot brick s t r u c t x e "  
named tiursh Hall was la id  in 1951. 

tinder the Emker T. Washiqton Birthplace Memrial a nurrber of m m r a t i v e  
a c t i v i t i e s  were in i t i a t ed  tha t  should be mentioned. From February 12, 1948, 
t h r o q h  Cecmber 1,  1957, a secorm class  ps t  off i ce  operated a t  tkie 

p r o p r v l ,  unser the n m  of "Eooker Washington Birthplace, Virginia. " On 
A p r i l  5 ,  1956, a three-cent stamp camemrat ing the 100th anniversay of 
Washington's b i r th  was issued. Ihe s t q  had an i l l u s t r a t ion  of the 
Birthplace Mmrial's repl ica  cabin. The Birthplace N m r i a l  also succeeded 
in get t ing a Booker T. Washington carnnemrative half-dollar minted i n  1946. 
"The design featured the head of Flashington, and on the reverse the mtt0 
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'Ran Slave Cabin to Hall of Fane' w i t 5  v i e 6  of b t h  buildings, all 
encircled by Booker T. Nashington Birthplace Memrial." This coi? was 
f o l l o k  by t ? e  minting in  Cece~ker  1951, of a George Washimton Carver- 
Boob-er T. Washington c m . e m r a t i v e  half co l la r .  The Birthplace H e m r i a l  bas 
a l m  s u c c ~ s s f u l  i n  settip the en t i r e  fifty-five-mile leryth Virginia 122 
dssignated the Booker T. Xashington Memrial Hignway, although only a mall 
p r t i o n  of it runs through the Park. Eqin?ing i n  1949, a demnstration f a n  
was also ocfrated f r m  the p r o p r t y ,  a l t b u g h  the farmiry was done on a 
245.5-acre t r a c t  a i jacent  to the Eurroughs Plantation. 

The Burroughs Piantation b e c a r  a part  of the National Park S y s t a  on June 
18, 1957. ruring 1958, mcch of the mnstruction undertaken by the Emker T. 
Washington Birthplace Elemrial was disinantled, including Tuck B a l l ,  the 
E o d a t i o n s  f a r  Eurch Hall, ard several of the barns ard shacks constructed 
by the  FcJkrt-ns. Virginia Cottacje was i n i t i a l l y  used as a residence by 
Park sta£f, but t&en down i n  1985. In  1959, a tobacco barn which was 
constructed d u r i q  t h e  FcJDertmn era  was repaired. The rocf ani u p p r  
Fortions had caved in ,  and some l q s  frm a nearSy Eurroughs barn was usel 
tc res tore  it. I n  1959, the repl ica  slave c&in corstructed by txe 
Birthplace Eemr ia l  was d i s m t l e d ,  ard a new repl ica  constructed. Eoever ,  
t h i s  cabin, as .was trw of the pevious  replica,  was not erect& on the 
or ig ina l  Birthplace cabin s i t e ,  but on the s i t e  of the czbin that, Gouble a s  
Lhe dinirq rocm. In  1964, Hopkins H a l l  was rmoved. In  1965/1966 a V i s i t G r  
Center with an g j a c e n t  par l t iq  l o t  was mnstructed. 

D ~ S C J S S ~ O ~ S  on i n t e p r e t i q  the s i t e  as a Living Historical  Farm beg&? in  the 
l a t e  1963s, follcwirq hhicn the a ilmi;er of bckground research s k d i e s  on 
the Burroughs plantation ard f ami ry  in  the nineteenth century =re 
undertaken. In the years tha t  followed, the Park N a n  to restore  s ~ m e  
aspects of the farming expr ience ,  \hi& included the construction of 
interpret ive repl icas  of the barns, sheds, p n s ,  and stock buses, as  well a s  
the purchase of £am a n i ~ a l s .  In 1974, the Booker T. Washingtcn Elemntary 
Schcoi, dong  !<it?! the 5.99-acre t r a c t  it .was located on, was donat& to the 
E;ctional Fark Service b- the local  goverment. This t r ac t  h d  k e n  part of 
the Ecr rs~qhs '  pianchtion, ax? is include3 i n  the r m i n a t a  acreage. Tee 
s c b l  b u i l d i q  was renamed the Booker T. Washington Environmentd 
Educational ard Cultural  Center, ard l a t e r  remodelled to b u s e  t?.e park's  
maintenance f a c i l i t i e s .  

I n  addition to charqes in  t i e  p r o p r t y ' s  structures there have also k e n  
charqes in  its boundaries. !men Dooker T. Washington was born here i n  1856, 
the property was the 207-acre Eurroughs plantation. In 1894 the plantation 
was sold t o  J m e s  6. WbertsJn, who i n  1917 arranged a lard exchange with a 
n e i o h r ,  W.T. Cook. Fobertson received ap~roximately seven acres to the 
north of h i s  plantation, which gave him frontage on the then exis t ing Focky 
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Mount-Lynchburg Turnpike; am3 Cook i n  turn received approximately seven acres 
on the eastern boundary of the plantation. On October 15, 1945, the F r o p r t y  
was s ~ l d  to S.J. ard Virginia Ph i l l i p s ,  who i n  turn mnveyed it to the  Booker 
T. Washington Birthplace Merimrial on May 4, 1946. 'Ihe Birthplace Mmrial, 
i n  turn  plrchased two additional tracts: a 246.5-acre farm to the m r t h  of 
the  Burroughs Plantation, ard a 101-acre farm to the wes t .  Following 
bankruptcy the two parcels were s l d ,  returning the property to the 
boundaries of t h e  mbertson era. In 1950, the Birthplace Memrial donated 
5.99 acres of the Rurroughs plantation to Franklin County on &lich was b u i l t  
the  Booker T. Washington School i n  1954. When the remaining acreage came 
i n t o  the System i n  1957, and a new l a d  survey conducted the following year, 
it was shown to contain 199.73 acres. In 1962/1963 the Park Service 
purchased four parcels of land for the p q o s e  of providing scenic control.  
In  1974, t h e  5.99 acres on which the school was located were donated to the 
Booker T. Washington National t~nument  .3 

Presently t h e  Booker T. Washington National Monument contains 223.93 acres. 
The m i n a t e d  acreage mnta ins  198.79 acres plus three sections of road 
t races  t h a t  a r e  located i n  the buffer zone, a d  one sectio of road t race  t h a t  
is located i n  the 7 acre t r a c t  t h a t  was obtained i n  the 1917 land exchange. 
The following exclusions make up the balance of the Park's acreage: 7 

acres  received by the mbertsons in  1917, as a resul t  of a l a d  exchange with 
W.J.  Cook; three t r a c t s  located on e i t h e r  s ide  of Virginia 122 d-Lch 
co l l ec t ive ly  total 18.10 acres,  purchased i n  1963 a s  a buffer wne; and a 
.04-acre t r a c t  located at  the western boundary, purchaseCi as a buffer zone i n  
1962. The hbnurnent was intended to include as much of the or ig ina l  Rurroughs 
plantat ion a s  p s s i b l e ,  although the significance of the p r o p r t y  aoes not 
rest with the Rurroughs ownership, but with the fac t  tha t  it was the 
bir thplace am5 boyhood hare ot W k e r  "i. Nashington. Although only the  
cemeteries a d  row t races  remain of the s t ructures  that  were here durirg the 
Booker T. Washiq ton p r  id, through interpret ive repi  icas  , d-ns t r a t  ion 
farm a c t i v i t e s ,  and original  natural  features ,  somewhat of the atrrpsphere 
t h a t  Booker T. Washiqton might have been familiar with d u r i w  h i s  c h i l d b d  
has  been recreated. 

Notes: 
' F o r s c r i p t i o n s  of the Burrouqhs plantation, its h is tor ica l  appearance, 
crops and animals see Edwin C. Bearss, The Burroughs Plantat ion as a Living 

7 - 
Historical Farm (Washington, K: h a t i o n r p a r k  Service, 1969). 

2 ~ k e r  T. Washinqton, From Slavery: Autobiography (Garden City,  NY: 
mubleday, Page & Canpany , m 1 )  pp. 1-2, 3-4. 

For c%arges in the bunda r i e s  and buildings of the proFerty a f t e r  it was 
sold by t h e  Burroughs family, and a c t i v i t i e s  of the Birthplace Memrial and 
t h e  National Park Service, see Rarry Mackintosh, m k e r  T. Washington -- National Monument: An Adminstrative H i s t o q  (Washington, DC: National Park - 
Service,  1969). 
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CCNTRTBVPING 
'I. Burroughs Family Cemetez :  (Established by 1861 ) 

Burial a r e r x n  containim s i x  v i s ib l e  aravesi tes :  tw> marked with - -~ - -~ - -  - ~ 

head ard h t s t o n e s ,  h u r  marked-with f ie lds to ies .  !!Am i d e n t i c a l  bite 
marble gravestones: 18" wide, 36" high, 2" thick of James Burroughs 
( 10/30/1794-7/24/1861) and h i s  mn,  James W i l l i a m  ( B i l l i e )  Burroughs 
(7/2/1835-3/7/1863). Fenced by s p l i t  chestnut r a i l ,  arranged i n  Virginia 
Snake Pa t te rn  in  8'-9' sections.  m e  inscr ipt ions on the Burroughs 
Family headstones read: James Burroughs/ Born/ October 30, 1794/ Died/ 
Ju ly  24, 1861/ "Precious i n  the s igh t  of the Lord is the &ath of h i s  
saints ."  B i l l i e /  Son of James & Elizabeth Burroughs/ Born/ Ju ly  2, 
1835,/ Was k i l led  i n  Culpeper Co. Va./ March 17 th. 1863./ "Tbu a r t  
dead but, thy Christian exanple l iveth.  Aga l l an t  soldier ,  belove3 by 
all  who knew him." 

2. Sparks Cemete 4 (n.d. for  establishment) 
-i acre u r i a l  sites, with seven v is ib le  f ie ldstone markers, with 
one l eg ib l e  inscription: "S.I.D./ 1823." Fenced by s p l i t  h e s t n u t  
ra i l ,  arranged i n  Virginia Snake Pattern i n  8 '  t o  9 '  sections. L i t t l e  is 
known about the cemetery, but ora l  t rad i t ion  has it to he "Sparks" am 
perhaps having been a slave cemetery. 

3. Burroughs House Si te :  
F l a t  stones in  qround, 401x2.2', markirq the approximate but not 
actual  location of foundation walls of Burroughs House Si te .  Burroqh 
House burned in  1950. Archeological remains of b u s e  a re  anticipated to 
be found here. 

4. Birthplace Cabin Si te :  - 
F l a t  stones hbedded in ground marking the approximate but not actual 
ou t l i ne  of cabin tha t  Booker T. Washington was born in  and l ived un t i l  
1865. Archeological remains of cabin a r e  anticipated to be found here. 

5. Rocky Mount-Lynchburg Turnpike (Also Hales Ebrd mad, no date ,  but 
present i n  1856.) 
W sect ions of road traces masuring: Section A: 431' long, 1 ' t o  2 '  
wide; and Section B: 40' long, 1' t o  2' wide, eah with 2 '  high bank. 
Road traces e x i s t  depressed d i r t  road, osvered with numerous t r ees  and 
shrubs. Sectiorrs a re  separated by a plow f ie ld .  In both cases, plowiq 
has erased all hut the bank am5 par t  of the roadway. Longer section runs 
pa ra l l e l  to Virginia 122 an3 has plowed f i e ld  tc the north a d  wm3ed are  
Was main road for  the Burroughs Plantation and the l a m e r  camnmity. 

6. Old Plantation Entrance Road (K, date,  but present i n  1856): 
Discontinous roai traces= o r i a ina l lv  served a s  the entrance to the 
burroughs Plantation. Extant i n  three sections tha t  measure: Sectlon 1: 
12' long, 8'wide; Section 2: 74' long, 8 '  wide; Section 3: 30.6' lorq, 
8 '  wide. Section m c z t e d  in  the buffer zone , a i id~e?k ions  2 t rave ls  
through the seven acres acquired in  the Hobertsoc-Cook exchange in  1917. 
Section 3 is located in the h i s to r i c  area of t h e  Park. 
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7. Tobacco Barn (ca. 1894) 
m n G r v  lw structure  with attached w o n  shed." 17'x17' : with 9 
1/2' wide shed: &undation: loose stones.  am was or ig ina l ly  ' 

constructed by John rnbertson, tho purchased the farm i n  1894. Moved 
£ran its or ig ina l  location on a nearby slope i n  1959, and restored using 
logs  logs salvaged fran a Burroughs barn. C p n  shed added i n  1963. 

8. Horse Barn: (1970) 
"Interpret ive rep l ica  of two storv lw barn with frame sheds on three  
s ides  a d  open shelter on eas t  side."- 16'x20. ' Foundation: f ieldstone. 
kgs salvaged £ran 1860's barn, creosoted. 

9. Blacksnith Shed: (1972) - 
I n t e m e t i ' v e  r e ~ l i c a .  " h e  s torv frame shed enclosed on three s ides .  omn . . 
side ;aciw sokh."  19'x13'; £;am? construction. Contains stone forge 
am lea ther  ard wood bellows. 

10. Corn Crib: (1972) 
m 1 / 2 x  13 1/2,' one story interpret ive repl ica  of nineteenth century 
corn cr ib .  I q  (peeled pine a d  locust)  construction, with enclosed 
l o f t .  Foundation: s i x  piers  of f ieldstone boulders. 

11. Chicken House: (1973) 
13 1 / 2 7 2 '  chicken b u s e .  with adiacent chicken E n .  22'x36' 
Of iq (peeled pine) construction. E'oGdation: f ie ldstone,  log . 
Pen constructed of pal i rq  fence, 8 '  high. 

12. Smke House: (1974) 
In te rpre t ive  repl ica  of one story m k e  b u s e .  I c q  (oak) construction, 
12'x14. ' Foundation: fieldstone. 

13. Slave Cabin: (1960) 
"Interpret ive rep l ica  of one-story log cabin with l o f t "  16'x14,' log 
c o n s t r k t i o n ,  tk6 widows, one do&. -Constructed £ran logs salvaged £ran 
th ree  dismantled slave cabins. mcated owsite of slave cabin tha t  
doubled a s  the  Burroughses' dining roan. 

14. Privy: (1960) 
In te rpre t ive  repl ica  of "~m-hole  wood privy, set on ground, frame 
construct ion." 

15. Hog Pen: (1987) 
x6' area for ms, enclosed wi th  8 '  x 12 ' r a i l s .  Wxee sheds -- 

native rough cut  oak planks. Hard s p l i t  oak roofs. Chestnut r a i l s  
stacked between posts. 

16. Duck Pen: (1987) 
T x T a r e a  for  geese, enclosed with pliq fence. 
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17. Garden: (1987) 
70x70 garden with raised bed, surrounded by paling fence. Planted i n  
vegetables canronly available during Booker T. Washingtion period: 
cucmbers, w l l a r d  greens, turnips, carrots ,  tanatoes, peppers, beans. 

18. HerbGarden: (1983) 
E l - h  path through the center,  and he?& plan t i rqs  on e i t h e r  side. 
Located near dining cabin, and currently planted in  herbs m n l y  
ava i lab le  during Booker T. Washington p r i o d  includitq: Bible l ea f ,  l e m n  
balm, pepprmint,  camfrey, catnip,  roesematy, rue, mad, thyme, winter 
savorv. thvme. lavender. mrmwoocl. tansv. 

19. ~ o o k & . ~ .  Washington ~nvironmentai  ~duga t iona l  and Cultural  Center: ( 1953 
me s t o z  b r i ck  building. Originally c o n s t r u c t r a s  a schoo- lacks 
an3 donated to the  park- arch,-1974.- Renovated as maintaince shop ard 
o f f i c e s  with afiiacent maintenance vard. < a 

Visitor Center: ( 1965/1966 ) : 
m e s t o r y  brick and frame building, b u s i n g  administrative ard 
in te rpre t ive  of f ices .  

(Established at least by 1959, probably e a r l i e r )  
WgcMth nine gravesites: one with metal marker, tw with 
f ie lds tone  markers, s ix  with headstones. Legible dates  range £ran 
1959-1977. Considered active. 
V i r  i n i a  122 (Booker T. Washington MerrPrial Highway): -37- Tm- ane road, 50' wide, 1800' l oq  within Park boundary, asphalt  
surface.  Ent i re  f i f ty-f ive mile road was designated Booker T. 
Washington Merrorial Highway in  1953. 
Farm Access Road: (Constructed by 1945; perhaps ear ly  a s  1917) - 
O x  lane road, .20 miles in lerwth, 11' 8" wide: connectinq Virqinia 122 
t o  l i v i r q  h i s to r i ca l  fann. In 7945, road was Aden to two-lanes hy 
Birthplace Memrial. Approximately 1965 or 1966, pavement on one lane 
r a v e d ,  and grass  planted. Asphalt surface, p r  a n d i t i o n .  
School &ad: (1 953) ~~ 

. 

14' w i d e .  .03 miles in  l emth .  ex ten l im from Vimin ia  122 to F3'IW * .  
EE&CC. Macadan surface,  f a i r  condition: 

- 
V i s i t o r  Center Entrance Mad: (1964/1965) - 
-lane mad ,  2 0 ' h .  726' lenqth connecting Virginia 122 to Vis i to r  
Parkim Lot. . Macadam s&f ace. 

- - 

U t i l i t  Road (n.d.): 
&e-4' long one lane road mnnect im rear  of Visitor Center to 
t h e  Employee Parking area. - - 

F i r e  A c c e s s  Road (1988) 
v w i d e ,  2 .m l e m t h  road, crushed stone surface. . . 
Plantat ion Tra i l :  (1958) 
12'wide, 1-e loop t r a i l ,  beginning and enditq a t  V i s i t o r  Center, 
connects in te rpre t ive  s t ructures  in  l i v i q  h i s to r i ca l  £am. Gravel 
surfaced, p r t i a l l y  paved. Originally constructed a s  "Roll Road Trai l"  



Unltod 81.1- Depmment of tha Interlor 
Natlonal Park Sewlce 

-. - 
National Reglster of ~iktoric - Places 
Contlnuatlon Sheet 

Section _number 7 Page 1 1  - 

i n  1958, renamed "Plantation Tra i l "  i n  1970s. Along w i t h  Jack+-Lantern 
Elranch Tra i l ,  was desiginated the Looker T. Washirgton Tra i l  uni t  of the  
National Recreational h a i l  Systen i n  1981 . - 

29. J a c k 4 L a n t e r n  Branch ha i l :  (n.d.) 
-72' x 1 1/2 mile long hikirg t r a i l .  Along with Plantat ion T r a i l ,  was 
desiginated the  Booker T. Washington unit  of the National Recreational 
Trail System i n  1981. 

30. V i s i t o r  Center Parki Lot (Constructed, 1964; expnded i n  1979, 1986) 
162' x 20' p a r k i q  +- ot, asphalt  surface. 

31. Em lo ee Parki Area (n.d.) 
f i ' d q ~ ,  asphalt  surface. 

32. Screening Project:  (1987-1988) 1200-foot long, 15-foot wide planting of 
Virginia  Plne, Dqwds, Hemlock and Redbud t r ee s  planted i n  northeastern 
sec t ion  of the park to screen out visual intrusions.  



8. Statement of Signlflcance 
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Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period oCSignificance Srgnificant Dates 
E d u c a t i o n  1 8 5 6  - - 11365 1881-1915 - 

c ~ i s t 0 r - f :  B l a c k  - rites n f  KilU s 1 
- ( D a t e s  o f  

n ~ i d ~ n r c )  . B T W ' S  r i s e  t o  
T n d i ~ s t r v  n a t i o n a l  

Cultural Affiliation s i g n i f i c a n c e )  

Significant Person ArchitecVBuilder 
+ n n  T wn 

State significance of property, and justity criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The W k e r  T. Washington National Monument meets the s tandams for  inclusion 
on the  National Register fo r  klistoric Places accori l iq  t o  Cri ter ion B; it i s  
associated with the l i f e  of a nationally s ign i f icant  individual of the  mst. 
The h i s t o r i c a l  significance of t h i s  p r o p r t y  lies in  its havirq been the 
boyhood brne of Booker T. Washington from h i s  b i r th  i n  1856, u n t i l  h i s  
emancipation i n  1865. hlashin5ton s p n t  h i s  f i r s t  nine years of h i s  l i f e  
here,  an5 t h i s  h i s t o r i c  s i t e  was established to m a e m r a t e  the en t i r e ty  of 
h i s  l i f e  and career. During Nashington's l i f e  here, the s i t e  was part of the  
207-acre plantation of h i s  owners, James ad Elizabeth 8urrouqhs, a d  for  
varyirq lengths of time, ten of the Burrowhs children a n j  up to ten slaves. 
In May 1946, the property becaine the pr ivately operated Fkmker T. Washimton 
Birthplace M e m r i a l ,  an3 i n  June 1956, it becaw a u n i t  of the National Park 
5 y s t e ~ .  

Significance: 
W i e r  T. Washiryton's h i s to r i ca l  significance lies i n  h i s  ideas an j  
a c t i v i t i e s  i n  the area of education, race re la t ions ,  p l i t i c s ,  am5 business 
t h a t  he a r t i c u l a t e i  md i n i t l a t ed  durirq the l a t e  nineteenth am ea r ly  
twentieth centuries.  These areas coincide with the National Register 
categories  of Mucation; Ethnic History: Black; mlitics; and Industry, 
r e s p c t i v e l y .  

From 1895, h e n  he delivered h i s  speech a t  the Atlanta E x p s i t i o n  u n t i l  the  
tim of h i s  death i n  1915, Booker T. Washington was undoubtedly the  s ing le  
most inf luent ia l  American i n  the areas of race re la t ions  ard Rlack educatioq, 
a d  ha3 made im:prtant contributions in the areas of Blam plitics an6 
business. I ? t e r s s t i l ~ ~ l y ,  koket- 7'. >;as!iinqtonl s ideas ak~aut race re la t ions  
and Slack education w r e  not par t icular ly  o r ig ina l ;  they ha5 a l l  k e n  wsll 
a r t i c u l a t e i  uy other  educators axi theor i s t s ,  a d  became a well established 

See continuation sheet 
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par t  of American educational insti tuFions many years before Booker T. 
Washington becarme a s s c i a t e d  with thm.  But because of a par t icu lar  
convergence of events and social  t b u g h t ,  Booker T. Washington merged a s  the 
national s-1 of t h i s  constel la t ion of ideas. 

These ideas  found expression i n  the system of education  acti iced a t  Tuskegee 
I n s t i t u t e ,  a sewndazy s c b l  h i c h  he founded i n  1881, a s  well as i n  the 
network of organizations t h a t  he operated from the school t ha t  co l lec t ive ly  
b e c m  born a s  the  Tuskegee Machine. The &el of education as practiced a t  
Tuskegee ad its implications for  race relat ions,  a t t racted a a rea t  deal of 
posi t ive i n t e r e s t  and s u p p r t  £ran northern businessmen a d  philanthropic 
foundations, who i n  turn were generous in  t h e i r  contributions to Tuskegee. 
But more i m p r t a n t l y ,  these philanthropists r e l i ed  on Washington's advice a s  
to vhich s p c i f i c  i n s t i t u t ions  to s u p r t .  In h i s  role a s  consultant,  
Washington had a profoum impact on the pat tern of philanthropic giving t o  
Black educational ins t i tu t ions .  

H i s  ideas on race re la t ions  a t t rac ted  the a t ten t ion  a d  s u p p r t  of vh i te  
p l i t i c i a n s ,  mst notably President Theodore m s e v e l t .  In t h i s  posi t ion,  
Washington advised Pmsevel t  on dweloping a s u t h e r n  plitical s t ra tegy  tha t  
w u l d  help Roosevelt to win the s u p p r t  of Demcratic conservatives. 
RDosevelt i n  tu rn  appointed to o f f i ce  several men recamnenied by Washington. 
Washington's influence with m s e v e l t  a m  other  p l i t i c i a n s  became the basis  
of h i s  network of influence and organizations tha t  os l lec t ive ly  became known 
as the Tuskegee Machine, which Washington used to p r m t e  h i s  p r q r a n s  and 
ideas,  as we11 as reward h i s  supForters and w i s h  h i s  enemies. The imnense 
pier and influence tha t  underlay t h e  Tuskglee Machine elevated Washington t o  
the  p s i t i o n  of national spokesman for  h i s  race. It a l s o  gave him the  
f inanc ia l  resources and connections to coordinate a secret legal  c a n p i g n  
against  segregation ard disenfranchisement. 

Ideas: 
Washington's ideas about education and race re la t ions  were in te r re la ted ;  a t  
the core of both was the imprtance of deve lopiq  spec i f ic  indus t r ia l  and 
agr icu l tura l  s k i l l s .  Prac t ica l  education was s u p s e d  to prepare the 
students for  econanic inde~endence by g i v i q  then a specif ic  track s k i l l ,  and 
i n  the process i n s t i l l  the  work ad cul tural  values that  ie mw associate  
with the  Purtian w r k  e th ic .  Underlying much of Washington's t h i n k i q  about 
education and race were the assumptions of Social Darwinian thought. Placks 
were viewed as a backward race,  a d  the p u r p s e  of education was not sc, much 
t o  impart knowledge or stimulate in te l lec tua l  growth, but to correct &fec t s  
of mral character. 
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A s ign i f i can t  aspect of education a t  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e  was to encourage 
Blacks to devote t h e i r  e f f o r t s  towards the  dwelopnent of good mral 
character ,  by vhich he meant the values of t h r i f t ,  b n e s t y ,  industriousness, 
clean l iv ing ,  a d  m r a l i t y .  These values, he argued, w u l d  improve the i r  
imnediate s i t ua t ion  by p-widing a sure foundation for  econanic prosperity,  
but would a l m  remove many of the bar r ie rs  t ha t  separated then fran whites. 
In  addi t ion,  students were urged to accumulate p r o p r t y  and acquire 
intel l igence.  All of t h i s  was to be accanplished through prac t ica l  o r  
i ndus t r i a l  education. 

I n  exchange for p r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  the prosperity of the New South, Blacks were 
urged to put as ide the issues of plitics, c i v i l  r i gh t s  and the  vote, a d  
focus instead on developing the behaviors, a t t i t udes ,  ad material  prosperity 
t h a t  mu ld  make then acceptable to h i t e s .  Property accumulation, 
in te l l igence ,  and mral character,  Washington argued, were be t t e r  preparation 
fo r  c i t izenship  than pli t ical participation, and by b e i q  educated, stable 
and p rosp rous  menbers of t he i r  mmnunity, they m u l d  eventually earn the 
acceptance of dites.  Accordimgly, Washington was critical of pedagogics 
t h a t  impartgl pure academic knowledge -- not only because they did not teach 
a spec i f i c  trade,  but because they did not f i l l  the function t h a t  prac t ica l  
education did. Indus t r ia l  education was to give Blacks the  s k i l l s  they 
needed to develop i n t o  a race of middle-class farmers a d  business owners, a s  
well  as to inculcate the a t t i t udes  of t h r i f t ,  industry, and Chris t ian mral 
character.  In accmulating p r o p r t y  and developirq r e s p c t a b i l i t y ,  Booker T. 
Washington f e l t  the  race problev. wuld be solved. 

Washington's insis tence t h a t  material p r o s p r i t y  should be favored over c i v i l  
r i g h t s  led to a tendency to be publicly r e t i cen t  on issues of precslng 
concern to Blacks includirg segregation, lynching, and disenfranchisement. 
He was acmmmdating on these issues -- sh i f t ing  the emphasis £ran i n jus t i ce  
done to Blacks, to what Blacks could do to become prosprous  and respectable 
-- a s  i f  to imply t h a t  with material success and Puritan cu l tura l  values, the 
other  p r o b l e n ~  w u l d  m r k  themselves out. 

As a m t u r a l  extension of Washingmn's tendency to discount the  impact of 
discrimination, and to @asize the imprtance of Blacks' own e f f o r t s  i n  
wrk ing  out t he i r  place in American society,  Washington a r t i c u l a t w  a 
philosophy of business t h a t  was based u p n  the concepts of self-help,  r ac i a l  
so l ida r i ty ,  and econanic developnent. Blacks were urged to turn away fran 
t h e i r  expectations of f a i r  treatment fran h i t e s ,  and to instearl r e l y  on 
t h e i r  individual and m l l e c t i v e  e f fo r t s  to m r k  out t h e i r  places in  American 
society;  to focus on developiq  industr ia l  s k i l l s  a m  a c c m u l a t i q  p r o p r t y  
and wed r rora l  character,  a d  to use these resources to achieve econanic 
indepndence for themselves as individuals, a d  the i r  race a s  whole. By 
developing the i r  own businesses ard ins t i tu t ions ,  a d  s u p p r t i n g  one another 
i n  t h e i r  individual and col lect ive e f fo r t s  to help themselves, t h e i r  futures  
w u l a  be assured. 
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It was  on this basis  t ha t  Washington founded the National Negro Business 
League i n  1900 +id propagated t h i s  ideology at its national a d  local 
meetixqs. Moreover, a +ole generation of Black schools, f r a t e rna l  
sxieties, h s i n e s s e s ,  insurance m p n i e s ,  banks, newspapers, wanen's clubs,  
and self-help groups tha t  were founded in  the l a t e  nineteenth and e a r l y  
twentieth centur ies  claimed allegiance to t h i s  ideology. 

Race Relations: 
The first national exwsure tha t  Washimton received for h i s  ideas was a t  the - - - -  ~ ~~~ ~ -~ - ~ ~~ ~ 

1895 Atlanta ~ o t t o n ~ i a t e s  and ~ n t e r n a t i o n a l  E x p t i o n ,  a t  whi& t i m e  he 
delivered h i s  e e c h  tha t  is now known as the Atlanta Compranise. The agenja 
of h i s  s p e c h  was -- what was to be the ro l e  of Black Americans in  the growth 
an6 material  d e v e l o p n t  of the new South, and h a t  implication would t h a t  
role have on t rad i t iona l  p l i t i c a l  and social  re la t ions? 

Washington's basic arglanent was tha t  any rapproachmnt between the races 
w u l d  take place on econanic grounds. Blacks should remain i n  the  South, and 
"sha l l  prosper i n  p r o p r t i o n  a s  we learn to dignify and g lo r i fy  ocmmon 
l a b u r ,  and put brains ard s k i l l s  i n  the canrrPn occupations of l i f e . "  I n  
p rac t i ca l  terms t h a t  meant to pursue careers i n  agr icul ture ,  mechanics, 
ccrmnerce, an6 cianestic services. The Wuth could be assured of a loyal  and 
s t a b l e  supply of labor, but i n  return should help and encourage Blacks i n  
t h e i r  education of the "head, hand and heart ."  In urging par t ic ipat ion of  
Blacks i n  the material prosperity of the South, Washington did not mean to 
imply tha t  t rad i t iona l  social  re la t ions  wu ld  be threatened, o r  t h a t  soc ia l  
equal i ty  of the races would follow. In the mst famus passaqe £ran this 
speech he argued, "In a l l  things tha t  are  purely social  he can be as separate 
a s  the f ingers ,  yet  one as  the hard i n  all things essent ia l  t o  mutual 
progress." 

The speech was widely reprinted and dist r ibuted throughout the nation, a d  
received an enthusiast ic  r e s p n s e  £ran a large nlrmber of southern vhites, 
northern businessmen, and Blacks. Of par t icu lar  appeal to mutherners was 
t h e  Canpranise, t h a t  Black. could receive an i d u s t r i a l  education a d  be 
allowed to pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  the  w n a n i c  prosperity of the South, i n  re turn  fo r  
acceptance of a s u b r d i n a t e  ro l e  in  the p l i t i c a l  and social  s t ructure .  The 
appeal to northerners was the h o p  tha t  industr ia l  education m u l a  put  an err3 
to r a c i a l  conf ic t ,  and t r a i n  Blacks to be a s tab le  an6 loyal source of labr. 
Indus t r ia l  education seemed to be paving the way for  capi ta l  investments i n  
the  South. But the message t o  Blacks w a s  d i f ferent .  Washington sa id ,  "It is  
i m p r t a n t  and r igh t  t ha t  all ~ i v i l e g e s  of the law be ours, but it is vas t ly  
more i m p r t a n t  t ha t  we be prepared for  the exercise of these privileges."1 
The implication was tha t  c i v i l  r igh ts  and pli t ical par t ic ipat ion was only 
t e m p r a r i l y  being plt aside; t h a t  through i m u s t r i a l  education, p r o p r t y  
accumulation an6 the inculcation of Puritan m r k  values, they would i n  t h e  
future  earn their privileges.  
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me weakness of Washington's p s i t i o n  was tha t  the larger  social  s t ruc ture  
was not challenged, nor *re t k  assmpt io r s  about race, eo t h a t  emnanic  and 
material =ogress muld  take place only within the p r a m t e r s  of racial 
subordination. 'Ihis ld b a tendency on Washitqton's part to discount the  
s ignif icance of discrimination, a d  i n  t h i s  way put the e n t i r e  burden fo r  
change on Blacks. As Washingtan's prest ige ard influence grew, attempts by 
him to mequivocally challange segregation, lynching, arc3 disenfranchisement 
were so rebuffed by whites tha t  Washington was forced to publicly accept the  
la rger  social and p l i t i c a l  s t ructure .  

B u t  s ec re t ly ,  through the pwer fu l  and extensive mntac t s  t ha t  he cul t ivated 
through t h e  Tuskegee Machine, Washington did challenge the issues of 
disenfranchisement, segregation, peonage, and exclusion of Blacks fran 
jur ies .  He accepted the concept of limited suffrage on the basis  of l i t e r acy  
or property, but objected to disenfranchisement a d  grandfather clauses. 
Accordingly, he secre t ly  in i t i a t ed  lega l  challenges of grandfather clauses i n  
several  s t a t e s ,  a d  encouraged others to i n i t i a t e  such challenges. H e  also 
s o l i c i t e d  contributions of mney and legal advice £ran vhite l i b e r a l s ;  
contributed h i s  ~ r s o n a l  mney; used secre t  mdes a d  intermediaries to 
t r a n s p r t  mney a d  advice, and secre t ly  Faid lawyers to l i t i g a t e  cases, 
without the knowledge of w e n  the Black p lan t i f f s .  Another issue he 
challenged was the exclusion of Blacks £ran juries. He solicit& 
contributions f o r  legal  fees,  s3 a s  to successfully appeal to the United 
S ta t e s  Supreme C o u r t  i n  1904 the conviction of a Black by a jury t h a t  
excluded Blacks. He also secre t ly  challenqed railroad segregation. While he 
accepted the concept of separate-but-equal he a q u a  tha t  f a c i l i t i e s  for  
Blacks of ten  were mt equal. In t h i s  context he m l i c i t e d  the help of 
ra i l road  presi&nt W i l l i a m  H. Baldwin, wtP was a Tuskegee t rustee,  to arrange 
a secre t  meeting with Pullman Ccmpany president m b e r t  Todd L i n a l n .  H e  
persuaded fr iends in  other  s t a t e s  to i n i t i a t e  challenges; ard in  cooperation 
w i t h  wlleague-turned-rival W.E.B. IN Bois ,  he challenged railroad 
segregation i n  Tenneesse. 

Another issue t h a t  Booker T. Washington was act ively involved i n  was 
challenges to peonage oontracts, aich involved former slaves w b  signed 
contracts  to work fo r  plantation owners. In Alabama, Booker T. Washington 
was secre t ly  involved in the  Alonw Baily p n a g e  case, a d  remained with it 
f r an  its i n i t i a t i o n  in  1908 to its successful appeal to the Unit& S t a t e s  
Supreme Court i n  1911. Through h i s  extensive contacts he so l ic i ted  the help 
of liberal southern whites, i n c l u d i q  two judges, a s  w e l l  a s  the United 
S ta t e s  Department of  Just ice .  'Ihe p i n t  here is tha t  although publicly 
accmmdationist on these issues,  he was secre t ly  challetqing them in  the 
courts. 
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Education: 
When Eboker T. Washington founded Tuskegee i n  1881, it was developed as a 
normal school to t r a i n  elementary school teachers. But he quickly 
incorporated many of the i rdus t r i a l  educational -rams tha t  he was famil iar  
with fran h i s  student days a t  Hanpton Ins t i t u t e ,  includirq ins t ruc t ion  i n  
agr icu l ture ,  carpentry, bricklaying, blacksmithing, cookirg, farming, 
pr int ing,  housekeeping, and sewing. The system allowed the students to learn 
t h e i r  trades,  and a t  the same t i n e  provided an inexpffiive supply of labor b 
the  school. ney also,  i n  the ear ly  years, l i t e r a l l y  b u i l t  the  school £ran 
the  ground q, p r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  they begain manufacturing bricks.  Manual 
labr  was seen by Booker T. Washirqton not a s  an end in  i t s e l f ,  but a s  a 
means to inculcate Puritan work and rroral values. So in  addition to the 
manual t ra ining,  students got large dosages of Booker T. Washington's soc ia l  
philosophy, i n c l d i n g  the values of self-help, industr ia l  education, r a c i a l  
pride,  r a c i a l  so l ida r i ty ,  materialism, self-sufficiency, and self-help. 'Ihe 
ult imate q a l  of the program was to t r a i n  the students to teame iMependent 
businessmen, farmers, a d  professionals. 

Ckle issue a t  Tuskegee was b w  to coordinate the academic a d  i n j u s t r i a l  
aspects of the curriculum. I n i t i a l l y  the day students took c lasses  i n  the  
mornings and mrked i n  farms and i rdus t r i a l  shops i n  the a f t e r m n ,  bile the 
night students wrked a t  t he i r  trades by day and took classes  a t  night. In 
1903-1904 students were designated industr ia l  o r  academic students,  with the 
former attending t h e i r  trades on weekday m m i n g s ,  t h e i r  academic c lasses  i n  
the a f t e rnam,  and wrking  a l t e rna te  Saturdays, and the other students on a 
reverse schedule. A further developrent of the curriculum was ca l led  
cor re la t ion  or dovetail ing,  i n  th ich  students practiced the i r  indus t r ia l  
trade in  t h e i r  academic classes,  and reinforced the i r  academic lessons i n  
t h e i r  indus t r ia l  ard agricul tural  shops. They, £or example, wrote essays on 
agricul ture  i n  English, and learned math i n  carpentry. But the real impact 
of t h i s  cbveta i l i rq  was to s u p r t  the  indus t r ia l  program a t  the expense of 
the academic, .chi& infact  re f lec ted  Washington's approach towards education. 
Although he agreed tha t  b t h  industr ia l  education and higher (academic) 
education had t h e i r  place, he remained convinced throughout h i s  l i f e  t h a t  £or 
t h e  vast  majority of Blacks, t h a t  industr ia l  education was mre appropriate. 

Philanthrophy: 
N o t  only did Booker 5. Washirqton have sn impact on education a t  Tuskegee 
I n s t i t u t e ,  but through h i s  influence with wealthy businessmen and 
phi lanthropis ts ,  had a profound impact on education a t  Black colleges and 
i ndus t r i a l  and public schools throughout the nation, par t icular ly  in  the 
South. H i s  re la t ionships  with the wealthy grew out of h i s  p-o l i f ic  
speechmaking t h a t  took him throughout the country. This was par t icu lar ly  the  
case a f t e r  the very successful publication of h i s  autobiwraphy, From 
Slavery i n  1901, i n  which he was able to promote h i s  social  ard educational 
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Nilosophy to a wider audience. He shared a amnmn outlook with these men, 
par t icu lar ly  the gospel of wealth, the eff icacy of the  Puritan wrk e th ic ,  
a d  Social  Darwinian assumptions &out race. And out of t h i s  a f f i n i t y  he 
developed ongoing relationships with a n&r of these @ilanthropis ts ,  
including Andrew Carniege, William H. Baldwin, a d  John D. W k e f e l l e r .  H e  
was asked by the wealthy to d i r ec t  t h e i r  a t ten t ion  to other  schools t h a t  they 
might contribute to, a d  i n  turn asked by schools to advise them on sources 
of funds, and when ard how to approach p t e n t i a l  donors. 

Henry H. FQgers, an or iginal  Stardard O i l  partner,  a f t e r  hearing Washityton 
s ~ e a k  i n  1903, contributed ten thousand dol la rs  to Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e ,  a d  
alss allocated mney to Washington to contribute to other  schools. By the 
time of h i s  death i n  1909, Rogers was contributing to sixty-five schools 
through Washington. Washington developed a s imi l i a r  re la t ionship with Jacob 
Schiff ,  a New York investment Lanker whan he met i n  1903. Schiff becarre not 
only a contributor to Tuskegee, but also pledged an allotment to Washii-qton 
to d i s t r i b u t e  to other  Black southern educational ins t i tu t ions .  And Schiff 
i n  turn introduced Washington to other  wealthy Jewish bankers and merchants 
wlm were interested in contributing to Tuskegee. Ju l iu s  Rosenwald, founder 
of  Sears,  Mebuck and Company, a f t e r  reading a biography of the &airman of 
Tuskegee's b a r d  of t rustees ,  himself became a t rustee a d  generous donor. 
I n  honor of Washington's f i f t i e t h  birthday, bsenwald mntr ibuted $25,000 t o  
schools t h a t  had grown out of the  Tuskegee idea. Washington used - of 
t h i s  mney to build s ix  rrodel primary schools near Tuskegee, and h e n  
Msenwald contributed an additional $30,000, he b u i l t  model schools in other  
Alabama counties. 

One of the m r e  s igni f icant  relationships tha t  Booker T. Washington developed 
was  with Andrew Carnegie. Following the publication of 5 F r o m  Slavery,  - 
Carnegie came to admire the self-made m n  in  Washington. Carnegie required a 
grea t  deal  of a t ten t ion  ard grati tude,  and Washingtion cul t ivated t h i s  aspect 
of h i s  personality in  re turn for  Carnegie's generosity to Tuskegee and other  
i n s t i t u t ions .  With Carnegie, Washington played the ro l e  of intermediary - 
winning fo r  Black ins t i tu t ions  and schools an impressive rider of grants.  
He ass i s ted  twenty-two Black educational i n s t i t u t ions  in  ge t t i n3  grants  for 
l i b r a r i e s ,  buildings,  or operating funds. These scbols included Howard a d  
Fisk on whose board of t rustees  he served, as well as  h'ilberforce and Atlanta 
Bapt is t  a l l e g e s .  He helped Blacks in  nine amununities to ge t  Carnegie 
l i b r a r i e s ,  when they e r e  segregated fran the i r  local public l i b r a r i e s .  
Other schools got Carnegie pipe organs with Washington's help, bile several  
educators were ass i s ted  i n  ge t t ing  Carnegie pensions. Washington was also 
able  to ~t Carneqie to finance s3me of h i s  other  ac t iv i t i e s .  Carnegie, £or 
example, made annual contributions to the  National Negro Business League. In  
the  Spring, 1903, during a benefit  cmncert held a t  Majissn Square Garden for  
Tuskegee, Carnegie pledged $600,000 i n  United S ta tes  Steel  Bonds to the 
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mskegee Endowment. Cut of t h i s  amunt,  the pcceeds  f r& $50,000 i n  b r d s  
went to an e n d m n t  f o r  Washington's salary. Washington turned to t h i s  
mney to finance h i s  secret legal  challenge of segregation ard 
disenfranchisement. 

Che of the very i m p r t a n t  ways t ha t  Booker T. Washington aided Black public 
education w a s  through t h e  Anna T. Jeanes Foundation (Jeanes Fund). I n i t i a l l y  
Mrs. Jeanes had contributed $200,000 f o r  Washington and the  president of 
Hampton I n s t i t u t e ,  Hollis B. R i s s e l l ,  to build Black schoolhouses in  the 
v i c in i ty  of the Tuskegee a~ Hampton. In 1907 she increased the  m u n t  to 
one mil l ion b l l a r s ,  and the tuo were asked to gather a distinguished b a r d  
of educators ad philanthropis ts  to adminster the fund. They developed the 
concept of  master or supervisory teacher, w b  i n  e f f ec t ,  served as a Black 
superinterdent of schools an3 trained other  teachers i n  teaching methods. By 
191 5, the  furd h a  placed supervisory teachers i n  134 southern counties. 

Po l i t i c s :  
Washington was q p s e d  to Blacks par t ic ipat ing i n  p l i t i c s ,  he was 

personally very much involved i n  plitin on b t h  the national and local  
levels .  'Ihe most h p r t a n t  of h i s  m r o u s  pli t ical relat ionships  was with 
President ' I h d r e  Foosevelt. Shortly a f t e r  becanirq president, Roosevelt 
turned to Washington to help him develop a muthem strategy t h a t  w u l d  
strengthen t h e  Republican party in  'the South. He was par t icu lar ly  interested 
i n  replacing many of the  officeholders app in ted  during the McKinley 
achinis t ra t ion,  i n  such a way as to earn him the s u p p r t  of southern 
conservatives. Washington's experience i n  dealing with southerners impressed 
W s e v e l t ,  so he turned to Washington to recamend spec i f ic  men of both races 
to a p p i n t  to o f f i ce .  Washington's agenda, w e r  ad above seeing Roosevelt 
reelected,  was to replace many of the Black a p p i n t e e s  made by President 
William McKinley with middle-class businessmen arri professionals who accepted 
Washington's social philosophy. He ala wanted to replace lily-white 
Republicans who wanted to eliminate Blacks £ran the party with w r - c l a s s  
conservatives w b  were s u p ~ o r t i v e  of social  change i n  the  South. Washington 
was also interested i n  using h i s  influence with Fbmsevelt b strengthen h i s  
own Tuskegee Machine - the  ne twrk  of s u p p r t e r s ,  organizations, and 
i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  he directed fran Tuskegee. 

Washington's influence with Rmsevelt enabled Washington to successfully 
remnmerd several  men h r  of f ices .  lhmas G. Jones, ex-vernor of Alabama 
became a federal  d i s t r i c t  judge; IiDbert H. 'Perrell, a Black lawyer £ran 
Washington, DC, became a federal  judge; Williw H. L e w i s ,  a Alack lawyer £ran 
Boston, became an a s s i s t an t  d i s t r i c t  attorney there,  and Charles W. Anderson, 
who had organized Colored Republican clSs i n  New York, was app in ted  the 
co l lec tor  of in te rna l  revenue fo r  New York Ci ty ' s  Wall S t ree t  d i s t r i c t .  lhe 
most v i s i b l e  of Washirqton's reccmmeffiations was Dr. William D. Crum, a Black 
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plysician,  h o  became collector of prts in  Charleston, SC, i n  1902. The 
s ignif icance of t h i s  appointment was not because of the prest ige or imprtance 
of the o f f i ce ,  but because of Ibosevel t ' s  persistence i n  p n s u i r q  it, despi te  
the  vigorous o p p i t i o n  of t h e  South. Washington lobbied for  the nanination 
am3 kept v e s s u r e  on Theodore Fmosevelt tD pursue it, i n  spite of a Senate 
f i l i b u s t e r ,  and grotests £ran South Carolina senators. IIoosevelt repeatedly 
sen t  the nanination back to Congress, and i n  Vxch 1903, Dr. Cnun f i n a l l y  
entered the of f ice  without pay. In  January 1905, a f t e r  h i s  reelect ion,  
RDosevelt sent  the mnination back to the Senate, and Washington, through the 
Toskegee Machine, coordinated a l l  of the behim the scenes m r k ,  including 
personally ca l l ing  on twelve senators and having local s u p r t e r s  c a l l  on 
t h e i r  representatives.  

RDosevelt's willingness to stand b e h i d  t h i s  appintment desp i te  Southern 
o p ~ o s i t i o n  increased Washington's national v i s i b i l i t y .  This was also the case 
followirq Roosevelt's dinner with Washington a t  the mite House on October 6, 
1901. 'Ihis dinner had beccme the subject of national uproar, par t icu lar ly  by 
white southerners who feared tha t  Fooker T. Washington had betrayed t h e i r  
t r u s t  by presming to upset mcial re la t ions  between the races. 

But i f  h i s  re la t ionship with the President on occasion earned him criticism 
£ran whites, it als3 earned him c red ib i l i t y  ard influence m r q  h i s  own race,  
which in  turn helped him strengthen the Tuskegee Machine. A t  the  core of the 
Machine were a n d r  of t m s t e d  individuals tha t  Washington r e l i e d  on to 
channel him confidential  information on imprtant issues,  and to c a r d i n a t e  
h i s  lmny ac t iv i t i e s .  Included .in t h i s  nethork were h i s  secretary,  mtt J. 
Scot t ,  and several men vho received a p ~ o i n t m n t s  through Washington's 
influence with m s e v e l t  including W i l l i a m  H. Lewis, Fabert H. Ter re l l ,  and 
Charles W. Anderson. Washington re l ied  on these t rusted i m i v i d u a l s  to carry 
t h e i r  loyal ty  to him and h i s  ~ o g r s n s  in to  the i r  t he i r  professional and 
p r iva t e  ac t iv i t i e s .  This network especial ly  supplied Washirqton with valuable 
information on h i s  critics. There were a lso  a n&r of newspaFer ed i tors  i n  
t h i s  network, v h m  he counted e i t h e r  as supporters, or h o  through h i s  payment 
of subsidies were w i l l i n g  to carry ed i to r i a l s  an3 articles planted by 
Washington and h i s  network. H e  used h i s  influence with the newspapers to 
punish h i s  enemies and help h i s  friends. He sometimes planted f a l s e  or 
negative s t o r i e s  about h i s  enemies, but a t  other times plt the newspaprs a t  
the  d i s p s a l  of Pcosevelt, to win s u p p r t  m n g  Blacks for  h i s  reelection. 
Washington's clout was of course b s t e d  by h i s  re la t ionships  with pwer fu l  
white p l i t i c i a n s ,  vhich allowed him to influence pl i t ical  appintments,  and 
with wealthy businessmen and philanthropic in s t i t u t ions ,  h i c h  allowd him to 
channel funds to favored ins t i tu t ions .  
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A . g r e a t  deal of the  recent scholarship on Booker T. Washington has Bcused on 
the d i spa r i ty  betwen his p33lic ad,, p i v a t e  l ives ,  as it relates to 
Washington's deal ings with h i s  critics. And t h i s  discussion has fo r  the mst 
part £ocused cn Washington's influence through the Tuskegee Machine. Through 
t h i s  ne twrk ,  he was a l e  to ge t  po l i t i ca l  a w i n t m e n t s  fo r  frierds, but a t  
the sam tim spf on, harass, a d  pressure h i s  critics. A d  i n  doirg so, he 
was able  to man ip la t e  the plblic perception -- both the Black am white -- of 
himself a s  w e l l  as  h i s  critics. H i s  t a c t i c s  included p l a n t i w  spies  in  the 
meetings and organizations,  of h i s  critics and paying subsidies to Black 
newspaper ed i tors  i n  re turn  for favorable ed i to r i a l  coverage for  him, and 
d i s to r t ed ,  malicious or f a l se  coveraqe of h i s  enemies. H i s  influence through 
the press was considerable: he funded newspaFers to canpete with those of h i s  
critics; s e c r e t l y  p rchased  shares in  the newspapers of h i s  enemies; had 
cxxmnercial adver t i se rs  witMraw the i r  business £ran the publications of h i s  
enemies or fran publications tha t  were favorable towards h i s  critics; and 
arranged for  ed i to r s  to s u s ~ e r d  coverage altogether of h i s  r i v a l ' s  meetings, 
organizations and speeches. He used h i s  influence to block the employment or 
a p p i n t m n t  of h i s  critics to p l i t ica l  of f ices ,  univers i t ies ,  f r a t e rna l  
o f f i c e s ,  and d u r c h e s .  H e  intensified these nethods against the newly form& 
W C P  and its predecessor, the  Niagara Movement, and encouraged h i s  s u p p r t e r s  
t o  challenge the organization of local chapters i n  the i r  cities. He a l so  
influenced adver t i se rs  i n  the  Voice of the Negro to drop t h e i r  a ive r t i s emnt s ,  
when the e d i t o r i a l s  of the paperseemed% b e i f t i w  towaras h i s  critic, 
W.E.B. m Bois. 

In addition to these i rdividuals ,  Eooker T. Washington rel ied on members of 
the  National Negro Business League ( W L ) ,  which he founded i n  1900, for 
support ard information. The NNBL had local chapters i n  the major c i t i e s  a m  
a t t r ac t ed  a var ie ty  of occupations, includirq businessmen, doctors,  lawyers, 
am edi tors .  They shared Booker T. Washirgton's =cia1 philosophy of mutual 
self-help and r a c i a l  so l idar i ty .  Another canpnent  of h i s  network was the 
Tuskegee Negro Conference, vhich he organized i n  1892, as a -day conference 
for farmers and workers to discuss various issues tha t  affected t h e i r  l ives .  
These organizations becane additional o p p r t u n i t i e s  fo r  Washington to spread 
h i s  social philosophy of racial so l idar i ty ,  self-help, hni tan wrk e th i c ,  
and clean l iving.  

His tor ica l  Context: 
Any discussion of Booker T. Washington's h i s tor ica l  context must necessarily 
consider several  ironies.  Cn the one hand, Washington was undoubtedly 
unrivaled i n  s t a t u r e  and influence in  the areas of Black education, race 
re la t ions ,  Black pl i t ics ,  a d  business. %is, no doubt, was d w  to 
Washington's a b i l i t y  to t rans la te  h i s  ideas in to  action through h i s  contacts 
with t h e  Tuskegee Machine, and white ~ o l i t i c i a n s ,  businessmen, am 
phi lanthropis ts .  B u t  i n  sp l t e  of Washington's influence in  these areas,  none 
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of h i s  basic  ideas on the  issue of industr ia l  education, business, race 
r e l a t ions ,  or p o l i t i c s  wre a t  all or ig ina l ,  b u t  had all been well a r t icu la ted  
by o thers  long before Washington was associated w i t h  then. 

Practical education has h i s to r i ca l ly  been asmciated with tm European 
educators - Johann Henrick Pestalozzi (1746-1827), ard P h i l l i p  w n  Fellenberg 
(1771-1844). In the  1830s industr ia l  education becam associated with utopian 
reform, and was seen as a way of elevating the pmr. I f  the Foor could m r k  
t h e i r  way throuyh school, then there would be less o p p s i t i o n  to public 
education. Ammg Blacks, industr ia l  education was h i s to r i ca l ly  associated 
with self-help ideo lqy .  In r e s p n s e  to the exclusion of f ree  Blacks £ran 
sk i l l ed  t rades  an3 ccmpt i t i on  £ran imig ran t s  during the 1850s indus t r ia l  
education became associated with the concepts of self-help, racial so l ida r i ty ,  
mral u p l i f t ,  an3 m m i c  development. Blacks were urged to turn away f r a n  
t h e i r  expectation of f a i r  treatnent and to re ly  on the i r  own in te rna l  
resources to m r k  out  t he i r  places in  kmerican society. Industr ia l  education 
w a s  given a major boost by the e f f o r t s  of the American Missionary Association 
and the Freedmen's Eureau, who *re b t h  act ive in  educating freedmen. 
Indus t r ia l  education was advocated by them as a way of i n c u l c a t i g  the values 
of t h r i f t ,  industry, morali ty,  self-reliance a m  se l f - suppr t .  Several 
schools here founded by t h e  American Missionary Association tha t  i nco rp ra t ed  
t h i s  approach, including Hampton I n s t i t u t e ,  Altanta University, a d  Tougaloo 
College. 

Booker T. Washington's introduction to i rdus t r i a l  education came through h i s  
contact with General Samuel Armstroq (1839-1893), founder a m  principal of 
Hampton, &ich Washington attended £ran 1872-1875. Annstrog had mde l l ed  
Hampton a f t e r  the  Hilo Manual L h r  School i n  Hawaii -- where A m t r o q  grew 
up as a son of a Presbyterian minister vho served as the Hawaiian minister of 
education. A s  the current  Social Darwinian ideo lqy  writ, Hawaiians here 
chi ldren of the tropics, for  k c m  the primary function of education was 
c iv i l i za t ion  a m  mral training. Armstrong was c m i t t e d  to indus t r ia l  
education as a way for  Blacks to learn a trade and earn a l iv ing ,  but also a s  
a vehicle by w h i d  to inculcate  Puritan w r k  ard cul tural  values. Blacks, i n  
Armstrorq's view, should plrsue material advancenent arr3 noral character ard 
abstain fran p l i t i c s  and agi ta t ion for c i v i l  r ights.  AnJ. by a b s t a i n i g  from 
p l i t i c s  a d  c i v i l  r i qh t s ,  he thought that  industr ia l  education mu16 win the 
s u p p r t  of khi tes .  Washington adopted wblec lo th ,  a l l  of Armstrong's views 
a b u t  indus t r ia l  education, anJ. inteqrated them in to  h i s  self-help ideo lqy .  
In a r t i cu la t ing  h i s  ideas about education, pl i t ics ,  business, self-help, and 
race  re la t ions  - and i n  founding Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e  and the National Negro 
Eusiness League, based uFon these views -- Washington w a s  not breaking new 
ground, but tapping in to  a configuration of ideas tha t  had a long his tory i n  
Black social and in t e l l ec tua l  t radi t ions.  
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B u t  although h i s  influence i n  these areas were unrivaled, it was also limited. 
Although he cer ta in ly  had a great  deal of influence, he did not have the pwer 
to charge ce r t a in  h a r d a x e  realities about race and society i n  the late 
nineteenth a d  ear ly  twentieth centuries. H e  was not able to prevent Blacks 
£ran beirg excluded £ran the  Republican Party, £ran beirq disenfranchised i n  
state after s t a t e ,  £ran being segregated, ard £ran beirq the victims of r a c i a l  
violence. Nor was he able to prevent Theodore W s e v e l t  fran dismissing three 
companies of Blacks s o l i d e n  without trial, a f t e r  they respnded with gun£ i r e  
a f t e r  being attacked by a bst i le  crowd in  Brownsville, Texas. 

The other  f a c t  is t h a t ,  although Washington w a s  thought of a s  the s p k e s m  of 
h i s  race by hhi tes ,  he was not always thought of as such by h i s  own race. 
Washington had many critics, but because of h i s  a b i l i t y  to s h a p  h i s  public 
image i n  the press, it was mt always apparent. Che of h i s  mre W r t a n t  and 
a r t i c u l a t e  critics was W.E.B. (William Edward Burghardt) IX1 Bois (1868-1963). 
Although Washington had mre p w e r  anJ. influence than Du M i s  did,  as one of 
the founders of the  Niagara Movenent, ard later the  National Association for  
the  Fdvancement of Colored People, it was h i s  views on the issues of c i v i l  
r i gh t s  a m  p l i t i c s  tha t  f i n a l l y  prevailed. Cu B o i s  had mny aifferences with 
Washington. H i s  basic  dispute was on the imprtance of c i v i l  r igh ts .  While 
bas ica l ly  accepting the values of r ac i a l  so l idar i ty ,  self-help, and econmic 
developnent, Du B o i s  came to fee l  t ha t  there was no guarantee t h a t  once Blacks 
obtained middle-class s t a tus ,  they would be allowed to par t ic ipa te  in  the 
p l i t i c a l  and c i v i l  l i f e  of the nation. In f ac t ,  precisely because of t h e i r  
surbodinate p s i t i o n ,  the r igh t  to vote an3 to par t ic ipa te  p l i t i c a l l y  was 
even nnre urgent for  Blacks. And k i l e  agreeing tha t  industr ia l  education was 
i m p r t a n t  am necessary, ixl Bois believed tha t  Blacks would also benefi t  by 
the  developnent of a c l a s s  of college-educated leaders. In implyinq tha t  
Blacks must address the issues of education a d  moral character f i r s t ,  
Washington h d  given the South the impression that  discrimination did not have 
a s ign i f i can t  impact on Blacks, and tha t  white southerners could continue in 
t h e i r  in jus t ices .  

Pro rties Associated with Bcoker T. Washi ton: 
&the ~ k e r  ~ ~ s ~ n s t o r y  -+s- IS lng interpreted at  tw h i s t o r i c  
sites in  the  National Park System: here at  the  Booker T. Washington National 
Monument established i n  1956; a M  a t  the  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e  Pu'ational Histor ic  
S i t e  In Alabama h i c h  was established in  1974. The Booker T. Washirqton 
National Monument in t e rp re t s  the en t i r e  s tory of Washington's l i f e ,  but the  
s t ruc tu res  necessarily r e f l e c t  h i s  ear ly  years, whereas Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e  is 
the site where he l ived and mrked d u r i q  the mt prcduct iw and 
h i s t o r i c a l l y  s ign i f i can t  ~ e r i o d  of l i f e .  Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e  contains many of 
the o r ig ina l  b u i l d i w s  tha t  e r e  present during washington's years there ,  
including those b u i l t  by students as  par t  of the ~ a c t i c a l  education 
curr iculun in  bricklaying, construction, a m  carpentry. But because only the 
tm cemeteries and two road t races  are  extant of the many s t ructures  presents 
during Washington's l i f e  a t  Dooker T. Washington NM, there is a heavy rel iance 
on in te rpre t ive  repl icas .  
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When Washington was torn here i n  1856, it was the 207-acre plantat ion of James 
W. Bureoughs and h i s  wife Elizabeth, ard f k  v a r y i q  periods of tine, ten of 
t h e i r  fourteen children. A t  the time of I%rroughs1s death i n  1861, Booker ws 
one of t en  of h i s  master's slaves, saw of whan l ived on the plantation, ard 
others h o  were Fobably  hired out  £ran time to time. In  any event, the 
plantation w a s  farmed by the  master and h i s  sons, as well as the slaves. Ihe 
primary cash crop of the plantat ion was tobacco, although the Burroughses also 
ra ised corn, wheat, oa t s ,  sweet and I r i s h  p t a t o e s ,  peas, beans, f lax and f lax  
seed, and sorghum. Booker's m t h e r ,  Jane, was the plantation cook, ard she 
along with W k e r ,  h i s  brother -- John, and sister -- Amanda, shared a cabin 
with her t h a t  doubled a s  the plantation kitchen. Booker's fa ther ,  vho has 
never been de f in i t i ve ly  ident i f ied is thought to have been one of the local 
white fa rmes .  This cabin, h i c h  is rn longer extant, was barely adequate, 
but was still remenkered by him when he wrote h i s  c l a s s i c  autobiography, & 
From Slavery. - 
A s  a chi ld  and s lave,  Booker had a rider of chores in  and around the 
Burroughs plantat ion,  including carrying water to the men in  the f i e l d s ,  
cleaning the yards, delivering corn to the m i l l  to be ground, fanniry f l i e s  
£ran the  Burroughs' dinner tab le  a t  the "big house," and carrying h i s  
mistress' books to school. A s  a chi ld ,  he was aware of the adult  discussions 
of the success and movements of the  Union army, h i s  m t h e r ' s  own h o p  for 
freedom, as well a s  the mrning  i n  which all the slaves were gathered a t  the 
"big house" a d  to ld  of t h e i r  freedom. When Booker's f m i l y  was  released, 
they remained a t  the plantat ion for  a short  while, anrl then departed by foot 
to Malden, W e s t  Virginia,  to be reunited w i t h  t he i r  stepfather.  

It is very d i f f i c u l t  to determine in  reading Washington's autobiography, or 
any autobiography, the extent to hi& h i s  adult writings about h i s  ch i ld tmd  
were authentic expressions of h i s  past, or r e f l ec t  h i s  need to remake the  
past. But it is c l e a r  t h a t  he developed a heightened awareness of differences 
between the races  on the Burroughs plantation, tha t  stayed w i t h  him throughout 
h i s  l i f e ,  and cer ta in ly  influenced h i s  adult a t t i t udes  abou t  Puritan c u l t u r a l  
values, education, a d  m u a l  labor. H i s  experience of carrying h i s  mistress' 
took to the schoolhouse, but not b e i q  permitted to enter  contributed to h i s  
des i r e  fo r  an education; and h i s  expr i ence  of fannirg the f l i e s  £rm the 
t ab le  as h i s  master's family a te ,  but never having meals a t  a tab le  m t h  h i s  
own family contributed to h i s  a f f i n i t y  £or Puritan m l t u r a l  values. But an 
even m r e  s igni f icant  difference between the races t h a t  he carr ied i n t o  
adulthood were h i s  observations about manual labor. H i s  criticism of slavery 
was the v i t i a t i n g  impact t h a t  it ha3 on the value of manual labor, a d  h i s  
observations about labor on the Wlrroughs Plantation mntr ibuted to h i s  s c i a l  
a m  educational philosophy based u p n  the value of manual labor. He described 
t h i s  in Up From Slavery: -- 
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?he *ole machinery of slavery was SJ a n s t r u c t e d  a s  to cause 
labour, as a rule ,  ba be looked u p n  as a badge of degradation, of 
i n fe r io r i ty .  Hence labour was g n e t h i q  t h a t  both races on t h e  
s lave plantat ion sought to escape. Ihe slave system on our 
place,  i n  a large measure, took the spirit of self-reliance a d  
self-help out  of the white people. My ola master h a  many boys 
a d  g i r l s ,  but mt one, s, f a r  a s  I know, ever mastered a s ing le  
t rade o r  special  l i ne  of productive industry. Tne g i r l s  were not  
taught to a o k ,  sew or to take care  of the house. All of this 
was  l e f t  to the slaves. The slaves,  of course, ha3 l i t t le  
personal i n t e re s t  i n  the l i f e  of the plantat ion,  am3 t h e i r  
ignorance prevented then £ran learning tw to do things in  t h e  
mst improved and thorough manner. A s  a r e su l t  of the system, 
fences were out  of repair, gates  were hanging half off the  
hinges, d w r s  creaked, window-panes were out ,  plastering had 
f a l l en  but was not replaced, weeds grew in  the yard. As a ru l e ,  
there  was food £or &ites ard blacks, but inside the house, a d  
on the  dining-roan table ,  there was wanting t h a t  delicacy ard 
refinement of touch an3 f in i sh  which can mke a home the mst 
convenient, canfortable and a t t r a c t i v e  place in  the mr ld . .  . .2 

'Ihe property fo r  hid Bmker T. Washington's achievements a re  best  
i l l u s t r a t e d  is the Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e  National Historic S i t e ,  but the Fooker 
T. Washington National Monlrment a s  the site of h i s  b i r th  and f i r s t  nine years 
of l i f e  is also signif icant .  I t  is the place where vany of h i s  las t ing  
impressiors about education, race, ard labor were formed. 

Notes: 

lgooker T. Washington, 9 From : An Autobiography (Garden City,  NY: 
Doubleday, Page & ~ a n p a n y , m 5  

2 Ibid., ~ p .  17-18. - 
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Booker T. Washington National Monument 
Hardy, Virginia  

m POINIS FOR t . K I M I m  ? i c m l s E  AT BOCKER T. WISn- NM - - --- - 
Acreage of Nominated Propertx: 198.79 

zone Easting Northing 
A K - Z I T ~ X T T ~ O E Z ~  

Dimensions of Linear Structures Located Outside of Naninated - - 
Acreage: 
Rocky Mount-Lynchburg Turnpike Road (Hales bra Road 

Section A: 431 ' long, 1 ' to 2' wide with 2' bank: 
Section B: 40' long, 1 '  t o  2 '  wide, with 2 '  bank: 

Old Plantat ion Entrance Road: - 
Section 1: 12' l o w .  m d e  
Section 2: 74' 106; 8' wide 
(Section 3 located within naninated acreage). 

Verbal Bounda Descri tion: 
er T. Was lngton National Monument mnta ins  223.93 acres. I-=+ 

The naninated area contains 198.78 acres. The excluded acreage 
was plrchased e i t h e r  a s  buffer zones, or became a pr t  of the 
p r o p r t y  a f t e r  Booker T. Washington's departure. Contained within 
t h e  excluded acreage a re  four segments of road traces.  These road 
t races  a r e  indicated on map seven. . 
Bounda Jus t i f ica t ion :  
-I+% T e Roo er T. Washiwtor~ National Monument is made up of the 
198.78 site t h a t  wasSpart of the o r ig ina l  Burroughs Plantation, as 
well a s  25.14 acres not h i s to r i ca l ly  associated with the Burroughs 
Plantation. ?he naninated area is intended to include tha t  
acreage within the Booker T. Washington National Monumnt 
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t h a t  was h i s t o r i c a l l y  associated with the Wlrroughs Plantation. 
I n  addition, the nanination is intended to include h i s t o r i c  
s t ruc tures  located outside of the h i s to r i c  Burroughs Plantation, 
but located within the boundaries of the Booker T. Washington 
National Irbnument. These h i s to r i c  s t ruc tures  m n s i s t s  of road 
t races  fran t h e  mcky Mount-Lynchburg Turnpike (Hales Ford Road) 
a d  t h e  Old Plantation Entrance k4, b t h  of h i c h  were extant 
during Booker T. Washington's residence a t  the Burroughs 
Plantation. 
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L i s t  of Maps: 

1. U S E  Map 
2. Bsoker T. Washington NM Histor ical  Base Map sbwing the Burroughs 

Plantat ion 1856-1865. (By Barry Mackintosh, page 5 i n  Barry Mackintosh, 
Booker T. Washington ~ a t i o n a l  &nunent: An ~ & i n s t r a t i v e  ~ i i t o r y  
-ifin, DC: National Park Service ,7969 ) . 

3 .  Robertston-Cook Lard Exchange Map: showing seven acres traded from Cook to 
Robertson, (By Barry Mackintosh A h i n s t r a t i v e  1969, p. 12.) 

4. Lard Acquisition Map: Showing Robertson, a d  Booth 
Tracts t h a t  =re  purchased as buffer zones. (By Barry Mackintosh, 
Adminstrative Histo , 1969, p. 112.) 

5 .  site Map: Bui F+ lngs, s t ructures ,  S i tes .  
6. S i t e  Map: Roads, Lots 
7: S l t e  Map: Contributing Buildings, Structures,  Si tes .  
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