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A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENTAhO ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

L o c a t e h l o n g  t h e  Dragon Swamp near  t h e  junct ion  of Glouces ter ,  ?L2g and Queen, and 
Middlesex coun t i e s ,  Kempsville, p y d l a r l y  known a s  Lkagon Ord i r i a~ : ,  was probably b u i l t  
i n  t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  of  t h e  e igh tecn tb  century .  It i s  a  s tory-ax<-a-half ,  four-bay 
d ~ e l l L - 4  cons t ruc ted  o f  b r i c k  l a i 6  $3 F l m i s h  bond above and belc-; a  beveled water  
t e b l e .  Though now covered wi th  i i h i t e  p a i n t ,  some g laz ing  shows through i n  a n  indiscern-  
i b l e  ? r t t e r n ,  and t h e r e  a r e  raking cckrses  of  headers i n  t h e  gab le s .  The window open- 
ings  a r e  t r e a t e d  w i t h g a u g e d  b r i ck  jack arches  and modern ra i se?-?anel  s h u t t e r s  and 
a r e  glzzed w i t h  l a t e  nine-over-nine ;~ ;h .  The eaves a r e  d e c o r z t ~ 2  wi th  a  mod i l l i on  
co rn ice ,  and t h e  roof  s lopes  a r e  broksn wi th  fou r  gabled dormers -*-ith s ix -ove r - s ix  sa sh .  
Asbestos s h i n g l e s  conceal  an o r i g i ~ ~ l  roof covering of  r i v e n  c l a ~ k s a r d s  which i s  complete 
above t:? cc l l la r  beams an6 which i s  : .bible  i n  t h e  l o f t  of t h e  =ii? house a s  wel l  a s  
i n s i d e  t h e  e l l .  The house i s  cro7z.ed by T-plan i n t e r i o r  end c h i z e y s .  

A l a t e  :in?teenth- o r  e a r l y  tventi;t_h-century common-bond b r i c k  ;:i?g s e t  back from t h e  
facade 2 r o j e c t s  from t h e  no r th  g a b l e  end. It i s  a story-and-aha:: t a l l  and two bays 
wide vizh a s i n g l e  dormer r i s i n g  f rc?  cfie facade.  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a  =id-twentieth-century 
b r i c k  e l l  p r o j e c t s  from t h e  r e a r  of t h e  house. 

~ e - p s v l l l e ' s  p lan  is  t h a t  o f  a  s i r g l e - , i l e  c e n t r a l  passage hcilse. The south  p a r l o r  i s  
s l i g h t l y  l a r g e r  than  t h e  no r th  chz?5er, and t h e r e  is a s i n g l e  ro-T each i n  t h e  wing 
and t h e  e l l .  

The cost e l a b o r a t e  decora t ion  i n  t k z  ?.:cse i s  t h a t  i n  t h e  p a r l c r .  The chinney b r e a s t  
i i s  f c l l y  paneled w i t h  s imple r a i s e d  panel ing enr iched  only  by a  p i i r  of  t h i n  f l u t e d  
i 
: p i l a s t e r s  f l ank ing  t h e  f i r e p l a c e .  Ts t h e  r i g h t  of  t h e  f i r e p l a c ~  Ls a glass-doored 
i dmed  -.:?board. Its drum was re:.;irket -rcbably i n  t h e  e a r l y  n i ~ e r e e n t h  cen tu ry ,  but  

i c s  d c z t  r e t a i n s ,  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i r t i - t ,  r a r e  mid-eighteenth-ce-tcr ;  b lock-pr in ted  wall-  
-. paper ::itk b lack  f l o r a l  des igns .  Lre rzna in ing  t h r e e  wa l l s  of  t k s  p a r l o r  a r e  t r e a t e d  

wi tk  2 L;-ble-beaded chai rboard ,  2 r z l c e d  wood cornice ,  and r a i s r i - p a n e l  window r e v e a l s ,  
s o f f i t s ,  and b i b  panels .  

-. 1i.t pzssige con ta ins  t h e  open-stri7.g s t a i r  which has a turned  r.er.;el, t h r e e  s p ? e t r i c a l  
tc rned  5~L;;s ters  per t r e a d ,  s c r o l l z i  ? r a c k e t s ,  a  molded r a i l ,  zt 2 s i n g l e  l a r g e  t r i a n -  
g u l a r  rz i sed-panel  spandre l  panel .  

i 

I n  t h e  chzber t h e  windows a r e  t r e z t z C  l i k e  those  of  t h e  p a r l o r ,  5iit t h e  o r i g i n a l  paneled 
...= e a r l y  n ine teen th  cent3>r:;. I n  t h e i r  p lace  was roa?. i t i  and c l o s e t s  were removed ic *'-- 

. . sz>;ca;.:ted a very p l a i n  Federa l - ty>r  z a a t e l  w i t h  unadorned cn teS lz tu re  blocks and a 
-. t ab le i :  = s t i n g  on a  s i n p l e  archi;r;;-i a d  suppor t ing  a  s h e l f .  1r.e c e i l i n g  has been 

take= iz-.,zl and t h e  j o i s t s  exposed ir. r r c e n t  yea r s .  

I ::o ex::- s u t b u i l d i n g s  su rv ive .  

I justi:l:ation of Acreage: The s e t r l r , :  el- t h e  house rena ins  iar,el:; unchen~ed  from 
c:,: <. : - . L . .  - t The house is s i t i z t c 5  a t  the. end of n l a n e  bcrZezi2 by f i e l d s .  Be- 

( tird r 2  tc  t h e  south ,  t h e  land i s  :;-sted and s lopes  do:m towarcs Zzagon Swamp, one 
o f  t.?? - ? s t  unspoiled n a t u r n l  a r e i s  L: t h e  s t a t e .  
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silt i n  t h e  t h i r d  q u a r t e r  of  t h e  e igh teen th  century ,  t h e  handsone b r i c k  house now known , 
a s  Dragon Ordinary s t a n d s  i n  a  wooded secc ion  of t h e  Middle Peninsula near  t h e  i n t e r -  ! 

s e c t i o n  of t h e  G l o w e s t e r ,  Middlesex, and King and Queen county l i n e s .  I ts present  
name was probably de r ived  f r o n  i t s  p r ~ s ~ k i t y  t o  t h e  Dragon S w a p  but  tb9  house was known 
i n  t h e  e a r l y  n ine teen th  century  as  'Xe?s;.ille. i t s  handsme brickwork and T-shaped 
chimneys lend  added i n t e r e s t  t o  a  hs.;%? m t a b l e  f o r  i t s  r a r e  clapboard roof and f o r  
t h e  r a r e r - y e t  fragment o f  mid -e igh tee~ t ' l - cen tu ry  block-printed wallpaper  l i n i n g  t h e  
dome i n  i t s  p a r l o r  cupboard. 

!I 
/! 

T h e & s t r u c t i o n  of Glouces ter  County's c lgbteenth-century  records  malces i t  impossible t o  ,! , 
document t h e  e a r l y  ownership o r  t h e  exact  cons t ruc t ion  d a t e  of  KempsviZle. However, i n  \ 
t heea r ly  n ine teen th  c e n t u r ~  i.lutual Ssszrznce  Soc ie ty  p o l i c i e s  f o r  1805 and 1815 t 

descr ibed  Kenpsvi l le  (o r  Kmps V i l l e )  cj a " W e l l i n g  house--3rick body -+moden roof 
passage through t h e  middle of t h e  h c ~ r - i  SL? f e e t  by 21," and i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  house 

i 
\ 

was owned by W i l l i a m  Broaddus and the: h i s  widow El i zabe th .  No outbui ld ings  s tood 
w i t h i n  30  f e e t  cf  t h e  house, but  t h c r e  ::s an apple  orchard t o  t h e  sou th .  

i 
? 

It i s  c l e a r  from t h e  records  t h a t  t h i s  i s  r.3t Dragon Ordinary,  a  b u i l c i c g  which a c t u a l l y  
s tood one -anba -ha l f  m i l e s  away a t  Clerrz r e s r  t h e  present  i - t e r sec t io r .  of U. S .  Route 
1 7  and V i r g i n i a  Route 33. However, i r  ~ 2 2 ~ 3 :  be determined whether ti..= name Kempsville 
was der ived  from t h e  cons t ruc t ion  o r  r:.-.ers!iip of  the  house by t h e  Kezps o r  merely 

i 
from t h e  heavy se t t l emen to f  t h 2  a r e a  2:; zezbe r s  of  t h a t  fanily,  whickk t h e  land books 
show t o  have been t h e  case .  :,%.en B r c ~ i k s  acquired t h e  400-acre proper ty  i n  1804, he 

I 
1 

d i d  not  acqu i re  i t  from t h e  Keinps w t c  :;tr: Feighbors f o r  t h e  land books record no con- 
sequent  db . inu t ion  of t h e i r  hold ings .  3roaddus d ied  i n  18111, and h i s  r i f e  El izabeth  
he ld  t h e  land  u n t i l  h e r  dea th  ca .  1837. A t  t h a t  t ime i t  passed t o  Edtiin Broaddus who 
held ICEmpsville u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  t h e  t k e  of t h e  War Betwesn t h e  S t a t e s .  it i s  i n t e r e s t -  
ing  t o  no te  t h a t  t h e  mid-nineteenth-c&.t::q- land books desc r ibe  t h e  prcper ty  as  being - 
" in  I t h e 7  f o r e s t , "  a  d e s c r i p t i o n  :.:.LC:. ii s t i l l  a p l l i c a b l c .  I 
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tending approximately 1100 f e e t  gene ra l ly  SSW following W s i d e  of un-roved 
d i r t  road; then  running a l i t t l e  over  800 f e e t  i n  a s t r a i g h t , l i n e  roughly 
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of Poropots~2-c River;  then curving nortl:;ard approximately 1600 f e e t  f o l l o i ~ i n g  
t r e e l i n e  f o r  f i r s t  200 f e e t ,  then fo1ic;;ing i n t e r m i t t e n t  t r i b u t a r y  o f  a r o p o -  
tank River ,  t o  southern  edge of a pon? on the  property;  then curving 230 f e e t  
f i r s t  hZ then hW around e a s t e r n  edge of pond; then extending a l i t t l e  over  
800 f e e t  E:Z i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  roughly a a r a l l e l i n g  southern  edge o f  t r e e l i n e  
on proper ty  t o  southern  edge of S t a t e  Xoute 33 ;  then running approxinare ly  
1500 f e e t  ESE i n  a  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  follo:+ing southern edge of S t a t e  Route 33 t o  
point  of o r i g i n .  
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