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Located on the l l i s to r ic  and largely unspoiled Warc Neck, Lowland Cottage 
i s  pictuesquely placcd i n  a park-lilcc s c t t i n g  near the bank of the Ware 
River. I t s  broad f l a t  yard i s  dotted with la rge  shade t r ee s ,  and from i t  
a wide prospect of the r i v e r  and both near and d i s t a n t  shores i s  obtained. 
The house i s  approached from the north by a t ree- l ined avenue across  open 
f i e l d s .  
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Like nearly a l l  seventeenth century frame houses, Lowland Cottage has had 
a complex s t r u c t u r a l  h i s tory .  The main and e a r l i e s t  par t  of the house, 
considered to  have been b u i l t  between 1666 and 1676, i s  a gambrel roofed 
one-and-a-half-story s t ruc tu re ,  approximately f o r t y  f ee t  by twenty fee t .  
Originally i t s  plan was very s imi la r  t o  t h a t  of the  typ ica l  New England 
farm house of the same period,  having two p r inc ipa l  rooms served by a 
massive cen t r a l  chimney. Also l i k e  the New England house, Lowland Cottage 
o r i g ~ n a l l y  had a s m a l l  winding s t d i r  backed up t o  the chimney on i t s  north 
s ide,  and a very narrow ves t ibu le  i n  the corresponding posi t ion on the 
south side.  The locat ion of t h i s  chimney i s  confirmed by a small drawing 
of the house made i n  1831 f o r  the  Gloucester County Surveyor's Book, and 
by the presence of the chimney's foundations under the f loor .  This cen t r a l  
chimney was dismantled between 1831 and 1840, and the r e su l t i ng  space was 
used f o r  a s t r a i g h t  s ingle-run s t a i r .  A much smaller,  s l i g h t l y  off-center  
chimney was b u i l t  t o  heat  the e a s t  room, and an ex t e r io r  end chimney was 
b u i l t  to  heat the west room. Covering the house i n  i t s  o r ig ina l  form was 
a gambrel rod- -avery  e a r l y  example of t h i s  roof form. 
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Sometime between 1783 and 1831 Lowland Cottage received tyo addi t ions :  a 
one-and-a-half-story gambrel-roofed wing on the e a s t  end, and 'a  two-story 
wing on the north side.  These addi t ions  a r e  thought to  have been made by 
Richard and Martha Jones ' to  accommodate t h e i r  numerous children.  
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In  1854 the  appearance of the house'was changed considerably a s  a r e s u l t  
of a remodeling by William Godfrey. In order t o  make the house appear t o  
be two f u l l  s t o r i e s  Godfrey erected a f a l s e  wal l  above the f i r s t  f l oo r ,  
thus hiding the lower slope of the gambrel roof. He a l s o  ra ised the  e a s t  
wlng to two f u l l  s t o r i e s ,  and extended the nor th  wing t o  provide room f o r  
an indoor kitchen and a room above it. Godfrey fu r the r  replaced a l l  the win 
and doors i n  the o r ig ina l  portion,  and put a one-story porch across the  
south f ront .  
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In 1935 the house was again remodeled, but t h i s  time as  an attempt t o  
p a r t i a l l y  r e tu rn  i t  t o  i t s  o r ig ina l  aspect.  The framing of the gambrel roof 
was found to  be i n t a c t ,  and the roof was restored to  i t s  o r ig ina l  shape. 
Also, the or ig ina l  seventeenth century beaded c e i l i n g  beams of the f i r s t  
f loor  e a s t  and west rooms were found to  be i n  good condition ebove a l a t e r  
ce i l i ng  and were once again exposed. Several new windows were c u t  i n  the 
wal ls ,  p r inc ipa l ly  i n  the e a s t  and west ends. The present owner has made 
minor changes and necessary s t r u c t u r a l  repa i r s  s ince  1963, but has n o t  
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s ign i f i cak t lb  i l t k t e d  the house's, appearance. The present owner a l s o  r e b u i l :  
the muck'deCayedearIy c a b i n  located t o  the northwest of the house. 
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Lowland Cottage survives a s  one of the handful of Virginia frame s t ruc tures  
tha t  with ce r t a in ty  can be dated t o  the  seventeenth century. Although the 
skin of the house has been renewed severa l  times, and the o r i g i n a l  i n t e r i o r  
t r i m  l o s t ,  the o r ig ina l  frame survives including a f i ne  s e t  of beaded 
ce i l i ng  beams i n  the two pr inc ipa l  rooms. Even though the c e n t r a l  chimney 
has been removed, no other  seventeenth century frame house of the c e n t r a l  
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chimney type i s  known t a  remain i n  Virginia.  Excavations, however, have 
shown t h i s  t o  have been a very comon a r c h i t e c t u r a l  type i n  the e a r l i e s t  
years of sett lement.  As the locat ion of considerable seventeenth century 
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bTATEMENT O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

The s i t e  of Lowland Cottage was included i n  a' patent  granted t o  Thomas 
Curt is  i n  1642. In  1665 Cur t i s ' s  daugh'ter, Avar i l l a ,  married Robert Br i s tm 
and shor t ly  t he rea f t e r  she inher i ted cu , r t i s f s :  of 1642. Bristow 
combined tha t  e s t a t e  with some @j,jctln% land bf hi's own t o  e s t a b l i s h  what he 
ca l l ed  h i s  "Home Plantat ion,"  which covered the e n t i r e  western ha l f  of 
Ware Neck. Sometime between 1666 and 1676 he b u i l t  a small gambrel-roofed 
"home house" or  residence near the bank of the ware River. That house now 
forms the e a r l i e s t  portion of Lowland Cottage. Bristow became a prosperous 
merchant a s  well  a s  planter ,  and had a wharf and storehouse on h i s  Ware Neck 
plantation.  H i s  opposit ion t o  Nathaniel Bacon's rebe l l ion  resu l ted  i n  some 
of the rebels  coming to  Home Plantat ion i n  1676 and despoiling Bristow of h i s  
!'stock, Provision, Armes, Ammunition, Mrchts Goods & considerable Quantitye 
of Strong Liquors." In  1677 Bristow returned permanently t o  England. For 
the next 112 years h i s  Virginia lands were managed f o r  him and h i s  h e i r s  
by a s e r i e s  of res ident  agents. In  1779 the General Assembly declared 
f o r f e i t  a l l  t i t les  of BriFish subjects  t o  proper;ty i n  Virginia and ,d i rec ted  
that  $ ~ c h ' ~ r o p e r t i e s  be sold for the benef i t  of the Commonwealth. Thus, i n  
200 acres  of Home Plantat ion,  including . . . . .  the residence,  were,aquired by Warner 
Throckmorton of nearby Church H i l l .  As a play'on h i s  ''highlandU home, 
Throckmorton renamed h i s  new purchase Lowlanq Cottag?, ,'$rockmorton.left the 
property t o  h i s  s i x  year old daughter 'hartha i n  1791, and i n  1801 her guardilans 
sold i t  to  her mother-inylaw, Mary Cooke Booth Jones. Upon Mrs. Jones 's  
death i n  1820, the property went t o  her  son Richard Jones, husband of Mary 
Throckmorton. Lowland Cottage was again inher i ted by Martha Throckmorton 
Jones when her  husband died i n  1826. Following he r  death i n  1840, the  
property passed through a number of owners among whom was William Godfrey, 
who considerably a l t e r ed  the house i n  1854. The present owner inher i ted  
the property through h i s  mother, Har r io t te  Lee Ta l ia fe r ro  Montague. Mrs. 
Montague was the granddaughter of Warner Throclanorton Tal ia fe r ro  of Belle 
Vi l le ,  who aquired Lowland Cottage i n  1856 from William Godfrey. 
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8. agricultural, commercial, and military activity, Lowland Cottage's 
essentially undisturbed land could prove to be a significant 
archeological site. 
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