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Ware Par i sh  Church, surrounded by a colonial  br ick wall and a 
large wooded churchyard, stands framed by the woods on the south s ide  of 
Routes 14 and 3, about one and one-half miles e a s t  of Glouceater Court 
House. This rectangular brick building measures 80'9" x 40'9". The 
covering of the  s teep ly  pitched gable roof and the modill ion cornice with 
returns a r e  modern, although the  roof t russes  a r e  believed t o  be old. 
On both gables the apex has been replaced. The walls, exhibi t ing vari-  
a t ions  i n  the  color of the  brick, a r e  l a i d  in Flemish bond with glazed . 
headers both above and below the  ovolo water t ab le .  These walls a r e  
unusually thick,  maasuring over th ree  fee t .  Rubbed br ick  suggest quions 
a t  the four corners,  and are  used t o  mark a l l  the  jambs and arches. 
Glazed queen closers  a r e  employed a t  a l l  the corners oe the  building end 
i r regular ly  a t  the  openings of doors and windows. There a r e  two double 
gu i l l o t ine  windows in  the  ea s t  end, f i ve  windows on each s ide ,  and one 
c i r cu l a r  window over the  western doorway; a l l  t he  large windows hava 
rounded arches. The sashes of s ixteen l i g h t s  each with s i x  l i g h t s  in 
each fan a re  probably colonial. Ware is t h e  only rectangular colonial  
church t o  r e t a i n  its three or ig ina l  entrances. The west doorway has a 
primitive a rch ivol t  consis t ing of a oyma rec ta ,  fasc ia ,  and a cyma 
reversa over a rounded arch of V O U ~ ~ O ~ ~ S ,  a l t e rna t ing  a whole brick over 
a ha l f ,  and a half over a whole, and a pa i r  of p i l a s t e r s  r e s t i ng  on 
pedestals. The north and south doorways both have t r iangular  pediments 
o r ig ina l ly  consis t ing of a raked cornice of cyma r ec t a  (now missing), 
cyma reversa (now missing on the north),  f a sc i a  and cyma reversa, and 
a horizontal  cornice of a missing upper course, fasc ias  and a cyma reversa 
over a f l a t  arch,  p i l a s t e r s  and pedestals. .. 

The i n t e r i o r  of the  bui lding ' re ta ina few of its colonial  
members. The a l t a r  is i n  the raised chancel in f ron t  of a reredos with 

: a pediment and d e n t i l  cornice supported by simple p i l a s t e r s  on the ea s t  
wall  and the pu lp i t  is placed near t h e  south door. There is a ga l le ry  in 

- ' the west over a vest ibule  which is closed off from the sanctuary by a 
panelled par t i t ion .  The cdumnar supports of the ga l le ry  are  thought 
t o  be co lonia l ,  a s  is the panell ing surrounding the  upper pa r t  of the  
stairway i n  the west gal lery.  There i s  a door with a broken pediment 
and den t i l  work on both the raked and the horizontal  cornice under 
the gal lery.  A w i d e  cornice with dent i lo  surrounding the in t e r io r  is 
a replacement. The window sills a re  splayed. The north,  e a s t  and 
south walls and the ce i l i ng  a r e  plastered.  
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Ware Parish Church remains important not only as  one of tho 
e a r l i e s t  churches in the  s t a t e ,  but a s  an excel lent  example of the  
r e c t i l i n e a r  form of the colonial  Virginia church. The Church's (Flanish 
bond brickwork with glazing is par t icu la r ly  f i ne ,  and survives in a 
remarkable s t a t e  of preservation. It a l s o  is the only colonial  
rectangular church t o  r e t a i n  its or ig ina l  three entrances i n  unaltered 
form; and a t  Ware, these entrances a r e  of especial  i n t e r e s t  a s  
they exhib i t  very ear ly  examples of the  pedimented brick doorways SO 

typ ica l  of colonial  Virginia's ecc l e s i a s t i ca l  archi tecture .  

Ware Parish was formed in 1657, only s i x  years a f t e r  t he  
formation of Gloucester County. Ware and its s i s t e r  Parish of Abingdon 
have maintained a c lose  re la t ionship,  of ten shar ing a common vestry 
and rec tor  and t h e i r  h i s tory  is c lose ly  linked. The f i r s t  Ware Church 
stood on the  opposite s ide  of t he  r i v e r ,  near t he  road leading t o  
Ware Neck. It was probably in existence by 1660; the  s i t e  ia  S t i l l  
known a s  Church Field. The land f o r  t he  present church was given 
be Mordecai Cooke 11. It was long thought t h a t  Ware Par i sh  Church 
was b u i l t  i n  1693, but more recent ly  the  date 1715 has been accepted 
a s  a more accurate da te  based upon the  a rch i tec tura l  evidence. It 
ce r t a in ly  was b u i l t  during the rec torsh ip  (1679-1723) of James Clack, 
who lies buried just  outside the chancel wall. 

During the  Revolution, American infantry camped a t  the 
church. After the  Disestablishment, the church was .abandoned by the  
Episcopalians, and was used by the  Methodists from time t o  time. The 
Church was repaired f o r  use in 1827, and was modernized in  18%. 
More r epa i r s  were required a f t e r  Federal Troops camped in  the yard 
during t h e  War Between the Statee;  these did no t  take place u n t i l  
1878. 

The Par ish owns two s i l v e r  patens and two cha l ices ,  
inherited from Petsworth Par ish,  dormant s ince 1797. and made in 
London i n  1675-76, possibly by John Sutton. 

The f i r s t  rec tor  of Ware Par ish was Alexander Murray, a 
Scot t i sh  clergyman who supported Charles 11 and escaped f romthe  Ba t t l e  
of Worcester. He was preaent in Virginia when Ware Pariah was formed 
in 1657 and became the rector.  It was Murray, with h i s  Royalist back- 
ground, who -8 nominated t o  be the BLhop of Virginia with  jurir- 



19. MAJOR RlBLlOGRAPhlCAL REFERENCES 
I 1 

Mason, George Carrington, Colonial Churches - of Tidewater Virginia. 
Richmond: Whittet and Shepperson, 1945. 

Rawlings, James Scot t ,  Virginia's Colonial Churches. Richmond: Garrett  
and Massie, 1963. I 

Rose, Harold Wickliefa, The Colonial Houses of Worship in America. New - - - 
York: Hastinge House, 1963. 

Room 1116. Ninth Str-5 
S T A T E  C l T Y  OR T O W N  Ul 

R ic hmond Virginia 
b2. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAIIOPJ , , t ,  NATIONAL R E G ~ S T E R  VERIFICATION -. 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public 1 . a ~  

89-665). 1 hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

in the National Register and cerlify that i t  has been 
' 

e v ~ l u a t e d  according to the criteria and prace&res set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of signiflcsnce of this nomimtion is: , 

National State ' L o c a l  . , ,  

. , . .  . , 
I hereby certify that thisqpro;rty is included in the 

National Register, 

. . 
Chief, Office o f  A~chsology and Hiatoric Pressrvetim 

. . ,. . .. . . 
, . . . . . .. . . . , , - . . 

Date 

I Name 11 ATTEST: ' ' I 
J. R. Pishburna, Director 

~i~~~ Virginia Histor ic Landmarks C 
. .  , - Keeper of The Natimal Register  

Date  Gate I 
6 P O  S O 1 . 0 8 7  



Form 10.30Oa UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L  R E G I S T E R  O F  H I S T O R I C  P L A C E S  

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM t er  
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER DATE 
(Continuation Sheet) I 

I I 
(Nlrmb., .I1 .nlrls.) 

* 

6. Historic American Buildings Surmy Inventory 

I 1959 Federal I 
Library of Congream 



Form 10-3000 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR S T A T E  

(JUIY 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Virginia 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES COUNT' 

Cloucester 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
ENTRYNUMBER 

(Continuation Sheet) 
I I 

(Nunbe, .I1 ."l.l..) - 
#8 Signif icance  

d i c t i o n  over a l l  of the co lon ies .  Murray apparently died before he 
could be appointed. and the colonier never obtained t h e i r  own Bishop. 

G. H. 






