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I Tne nouse appears to have developed in three stages. The I southern three bays of the two-story section may be the earliesj, 
and its gable is said to have held an iron brace forming the 
date 1692 with initials "L.A.B." - for Lewis and Abigail 
Burwell. This southern section would have had a side hall plan. 
with one exterior and one interior-end chimney. The wide 
northern bay of the two-story section may be the latest stage 
of construction connecting the earlier building to the south 
with the story-and-a-half block to the north. Varied belt- 
course width, window treatment, and watertable brick bond show 
that the two-story blockwas of two construction periods. The 
story-and-a-half wing may have been built as a free-standing 
structure after completion of the 1692 block. Four tiles 
framed by molded bricks formed a decorative square on the 
triple-stack chimney base. This feature may be related to a 
note, written in an old hand, on the back of an early photograph 
in the Virginia Historical Society: "1694 on this chimney on 
the new part of the house." Doraers on the north wing appear tcp 
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Fairfield, a late seventeenth-century plantation house with 
i 1 ixiportsnt transitional architectural forms, stood until about 

/ 1397 on t i le south side of Carter's Creek, upstream from Rose- 
! 1 well. Tlie mansion site is overgrown with vegetation, and the 
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surrounding fields are cultivated. The walls above ground leveL 
were renoved after the fire, but the building's exterior 
appearance is recorded in several early photographs. The F1emi:h 
bond brick building consisted of a two-story rectangular block 
with a single-story ell. The wing.was covered with a hipped 
roof, believed to be the earliest example of this roof form 
known in America. The hipped roof, a common feature of most 
major eighteenth century Virginia houses, contrasted with a 
Tudor-Stuart style triple diamond-stack chimney at the east end 

i  

i 
I 

feature and is also found on Criss Cross and Foster's Castle, 

one-and-a-half-story wing as having a gable roof rather than 
both in New Kent County. The sketch shows the north end of the 

hip. Fairfield exhibits early use of a modillioned cornice, 
while the small square dormer on the east roof may have been a rar 

i / seventeenth century feature. I V, 

I I of tile wing. The chimney was similar to examples surviving at 
t Bacon's Castle in Surry County and Winona in Northampton I 

I ( County, although the Fairfield example was interior-end and 
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pierces the eaves, while the others are exterior. Two sets of 
short double diamond-stack chimneys piercedthe ridge of the 
gable roof on the main block of the house. These chimneys, unic,uF 
in America, had the same corbelled caps and double bands of 
plaster found on the large chimney, and they rose from similar 
low bases with mouse-tooth courses and plaster bands. A sketch 
of the west side, drawn about 1930 and said to follow an old 
photograph, shows the belt course rising above a door on the 
two-story section. This is a typical seventeenth century 
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Tile seventeenth and eighteenth century Burwell table tombs I were removed From tne censbery located routh-west of the mansion 1 site to Abingdon Church in 1911. They are limestone, of English 

manufacture, and among the earliest Baroque style tombs in 
Virginia. 
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Lewis Burwell, grandfather of the builder of Carters Grove 
is believed to have built Fairfield in 1692. Lewis' father, 
of the same name, had patented the 2350 acres on the south side 
of Carter's Creek in 1648. Lewis the builder was a member of 
the Governor's Council, and he gained financially from his 
marriage to Abigail Smith of York County, heiress of President 
Nathaniel Bacon. Upon Lewis' death in 1710, Fairfield passed 
to his son Nathaniel, who married Elizabeth, daughter of Robert 
"KingUCarter; and upon Nathaniel's death, to his son Lewis. 
This third Lewis (1710-1752) was president of the Council and 
acting governor of Virginia. His daughter Rebecca was the 
"fair aelinda" who rejected Thomas Jefferson to marry Jacquelin, 
Ambler. His son, also named Lewis, sold the Fairfield tract 1 
to Colonel Robert Thurston in 1787. Thurston, his wife Frances 1 
Simmons Jones, and descendants are buried in unmarked graves 
at Fairfield. The plantation, then called Carter's Creek, was 
owned by the Leavett family when a plat was made of the 
property in 1847. The house burned about 1897, when it was 
/owned by the Elizabeth G. Booth estate. 
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Fairfield is a notable Virginia example of the transition 
in architectural style from Tudor-Stuart to later more formal 
buildings. Much is known about the exterior appearance of the 
structure, but information about its plan and sequence of 
development can only be established by excavation. Archaeological 
examination of secondary building sites could also prove 
informative, and there is at least one adjoining site that may 
pre-date the mansion. 
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