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constructed i n  1935, Holly Knoll - The Robert R .  Moton House i s  a  two and one 

half  s to ry  Georgian Revival building.  The house is composed of a  s ix  bay main 
block, two s ing le  bay flanking wings, and a  gable roof with f i v e  dormer windows 
i n  the  f r o n t .  A two s to ry  por t ico  with a  second s to ry  balcony ~ n s  the  length 
of t he  main block. The por t ico  is surmounted by a  balustrade.  There a r e  two 
chimneys a t  the  ends of t he  main block. The fenes t ra t ion  on the  f ron t  facade 
is four  over four.  The r e a r  facade is  f l a t  with seven bays and four dormer 
windows. The i n t e r i o r  r e t a i n s  t he  o r i g i n a l  cen t r a l  h a l l  p lan.  A large 
l iv ing  room, dining room, two s i t t i n g  rooms, and kitchen a r e  located on the 
f i r s t  f l oo r .  The second f l o o r  cons i s t s  of bedrooms and three  baths .  The 
th i rd  f l o o r  has been remodeled i n t o  small bedrooms under the  roof .  The house, 
.+hichis well maintained, contains several  pieces of o r ig ina l  Moton furn i ture .  
The house functions a s  a  conference cen te r  with sleeping, ea t ing ,  and recreat ion 
f a c i l i t i e s .  

No s ign i f i can t  changes have been made i n  Holly Knoll s ince  it construction 
in  1935. The house r e t a i n s  a  high degree of i n t e g r i t y  of form, mater ia l ,  
physical fea tures ,  and f ab r i c .  The s e t t i n g  and surroundings, however, 
have been s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a l t e r e d  through t h e  construction of  support buildings 
f o r  the  conference center ,  among them, an adminis t ra t ion and support building,  
a  dormitory, a tennis  court ,  and a  swimming pool. A log cabin t h a t  was 
b u i l t  on the  property by Moton i s  supposed t o  be a  r e p l i c a  of  t he  cabin i n  
which he was born. The l a t t e r  bui ldings a r e  modern in t rus ions  and a r e  not  
included i n  the  National H i s to r i c  Landmark nomination. (National His tor ic  
Landmarks Program Cr i te r ion  4-a, c ,  d) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Summary 

Holly Knoll was the retirement home of Robert R. Moton, successor of 
Booker T. IVashington at Hampton Institute and at Tuskegee Institute. Moton 
was one of the founders of the National Urban League, developed Tuskegee 
Institute from a vocational and agricultural school to a fully accredited 
collegiate and professional institution, served as advisor to five United 
States presidents from Woodrow Wilson to Franklin D. Roosevelt, and sponsored 
the early Tuskegee communicable disease studies and programs which contributed 
to the enactment of the Communicable Disease Act of 1938 and the establishment 
of National Communicable disease centers. 

Holly Knoll is associated with the black educator and humanitarian Robert R. 
bfoton. Although the house is associated with Moton, he only lived there for 
the last five years of his life. No other house associated with him is known 
to be extant. It is questionable, whefher the house illustrates or reflects 
~oton's contributions to black education and to his promotion of the social, 
economic, and political well being of black Americans. 

History 

Robert Russa Moton was born August 26, 1867 in Amelia County, Virginia 
to Booker and Emily Brown Moton. He was the only child of this union, 
although he had two younger half brothers. Young lrfoton spent his early 
years.on the plantation of Samuel Vaughan of Prince Edward County, Virginia, 

. where his father "led the hands" and his mother was cook. His early lessons 
in reading were taught by his mother surreptitiously, because she was not 
sure of her employer's attitude. When her efforts were discovered, Vaughan 
not only approved but made more systematic arrangements for Moton's instruc- 
tion by the youngest daughter of the Vaughan family. When a free school 
for Blacks was opened in the community, Robert was able to enter the third 
grade. He went to school only intermittently, however, stopping to do 
whatever work came to hand, including a two year interval in a lumber camp. 



EMA~OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES I 
i 

"Robert Russa Moton," Dictionary of American Biography, Supulement 
Two. (New York: Charles scribnersxd Sons, 1954). - 

~GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGC oc NOMINATED PROPERW 1 acre 
VTM REFUIWCLS 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION i 
I 

(seen continuation sheet) I 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
I 
I 

, 
STATE CODE COUNV COOE 

STATE COO€ COUNTY CODE 
1 
I 

 FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E I I I T L P  

Cecil McKithan .w; sm 
ORWNUATION 

5/23/81 
DATE 

Department of the r a T i n n  S e n r i p e  NU 
STREET & NUM8ER n l 8 P n o N f  

440 G Street Nw. . pens- . . , 

an OR Town 
343-6401 

STATE 

Washiapton. D-C. 20243 

~ S T A ~  HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
Y E  EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERW WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL, STATE- LOCAL- 

As thedlugnated State Historif Preservation O~CU~OI the National Historic Ruervation Act of 1968 [Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominma this propmrty for inclusion in the National Reginar,and certify that it has k e n  evaluated according to the 
Criteria and DrocedurM set fonh by the National pa& Sa~ice.  

i 
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFACER S(GNAIURE i 
TITLE DATE i 



\. . 
~ & e d  States  Department of the Interior 
' ~ e r i t a ~ e  Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of H i s t o r i c  P laces  
Inventory-Nomination Form 
. . 

~ ~ ~ t i & ~ t i ~ ~  shst Significance Item number 8 Page 2 

In 1885, at the age of eighteen, Moton entered Hampton Institute. Graduating 
in 1890, he became the commandant in charge of military discipline at the 

- -  school, a position he held for twenty-five years. Over the years Moton's 
administrative responsibilities grew a good deal broader than his formal 
Dosition might suggest. He took part in money raising trips to the North, and 
served as Hampton's principal representative in the educational and interracial 
conferences, commissions, and organizations fostered by the Institute. 

In 1915, after the death of Booker T. Washington. Moton was chosen to succeed 
him as principal of Tuskegee Institute. During his administration bloton kept 
Tuskegee as a point of interracial contact and greatly increased its endowment 
and physical plant. During the 1920s he added what was called the "college 
department", though not without opposition from many white and black friends of 
the school who viewed this as a departure from Booker T. IVashington's educational 
philosophy. 

During World War I bloton successfully threw the weight of Tuskegeefs intlaence 
behind the proposal to establish a camp for the training of black officers. He 
also appeared before Secretary of War Newton T. Baker to urge the establishment 
of a black combat division and suggested that Emmett Scott, a black, be 
appointed an assistant to the Secretary of War. Both recommendations were 
adopted. Moton was later sent to France by President Woodrow Wilson to inspect 
black troops and to report on their morale and various charges made against 
them. He was able in his report to refute a number of damaging rumors. After 
the war, he succeeded in having black professional and service personnel assigned 
to the staff of a federal hospital for black veterans established near Tuskegee. 

liloton received honorary degrees from Oberlin and Williams colleges and 
Howard, Virginia Union, Wilberforce, Lincoln, and Harvard Universities. He was 
the reci~ient of the Harmon Award in Race Relations in 1930 and the Soinnarn Medal 
in 1932.' He was also the author of three books: lVhat -- the Negro ~hinks,-~acial 
Goodwill, and Finding a Way Out. -- 
After a tenure of twenty years as head of Tuskegee Institute, bloton retired 
due to declining health in 1935. He settled in Capahosic, Virginia and lived 
there until his death in 1940 
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Continuation sheet Boundary Item number 10 

Verbal Boundary Description 

.- 
Beginning at a point at the Administration-Support Building parallel with the 
western edge of the parking lot, proceed in a straight line to the shore line 
of the York River, thence along the shoreline of the York River to a point 
parallel with the southwestern corner of the Log House, thence in a straight 

. line to the western curb line of the parking lot, thence along the western 
edge of the parking lot to the Administration-Support Buildings, the point of 
beginning. (see sketch map) 

Boundary Justification 

The boundary has been drawn to include only Holly Knoll - the R. R. Moton House 
and its immediate setting. The other structures on the property are part of the 
Robert R. Moron Conference Center. With the exception of the log house, that is 
a questionable reproduction, they were built after R. R. Moton's death. 






