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1 	 I : jn~posing l a t c - e i g l l t c e n t l ~  cen tu ry  lrousc has  long been a f a m i l i a r  
' 	 landmnrk a long t h c  old 'Ihrec Chopt llighway and l a t e r  U. S. Route 250. The 

two-::tory, fi-vc-bay b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  s t ands  i n  an informal ly  planted yard 
a t  :III ~111~:1.ct o  thc  highway. To the  west of t h c  house i s  a modern gcomctric 
hosvood gnrdcn. Thc chimncys and a l l  fou r  w a l l s  of thc house a r c  l a i d  i n  
cvcn-colorcd Flcmish bond wi th  t h i n  mor tar  j o i n t s .  Rcpnic~ting i n  va r ious  
plnccbs has marred thc  cons i s t cncy  of  some o f  thc  brickwork, lrowcver. 
Pruaiinrnt f e a t u r e s  of thc  house a r c  thc  two-story pent c l o s e t s  th:~t  a r c  
s t r u c t u r a l l y  incorpora ted  i n t o  the. p a i r s  of e x t e r n a l  end chimneys. L3oth 
co rn ices  nnd end boards of the  broad gable  roof a r c  ornamcnted wi th  d c n t i l s  
and d r i l l c d  work. A l l  t h e  windows on both the  f r o n t  and r e a r  e l e v a t i o n s  
a r c  toppcd wi th  whitewashed stuccocd jack  a rchcs ;  those  on t h c  ends a r c  
p l a i n l y  t r e a t e d .  Most of t h e  windows r e t a i n  t h e i r  e a r l y  sash and louvred 
s h u t t e r s .  The f r o n t  en t r ance  i s  s h e l t e r c d  by a  smal l  porch supported on 
four  evenly-spaced square  columns wi th  I o n i c  c a p i t a l s .  . This p a r t  i s  though 
t o  have been added around 1810. The only r e c e n t  e x t e r i o r  a d d i t i o n s  a r e  t h e  
one-s tory  frame k i t c h e n  on t h e  e a s t  end, and a  long frame porch on t h e  
r e a r ,  bo th  added i n  1937. -
?he f i r s t  f l o o r  p lan  of  the  house c o n s i s t s  of a  wide c e n t r a l  h a l l  w i th  two 
rooms on each s i d e .  An enclosed s t a i r  ascends a long the  west s i d e  of the  
h a l l  and a very  narrow secondary o r  "secre t"  s t a i r  ascends from t h e  d in ing  

vl 

room through the  wes tern  pent.  The second f l o o r  con ta ins  s i x  rooms a long -I 

an i r r e g u l a r  t r a n s v e r s e  h a l l .  I n  t h e  l a r g e  unf in ished  g a r r e t  t h e  ;D 

i n t e r e s t i n g  o r i g i n a l  roof s t r u c t u r c  is  q u i t e  ev iden t .  c 

Woodlawn's i n t e r i o r  r e t a i n s  n e a r l y  a l l  of i t s . o r i g i n a 1  woodwork which i s  

w e l l  proport ioned bu t  not  e l a b o r a t e .  The p r i n c i p a l  rooms a r e  o u t f i t t e d  

wi th  c h a i r  r a i l s ,  baseboards,  r a i s e d  panel  doors ,  bu t  no co rn ices .  The 

rooms a l s o  havc s imple F e d e r a l - s t y l e  mantels  t h a t  vary  i n  form. The mantel 

i n  the  f i r s t  f l o o r  n o r t h e a s t  room is decorated w i t h  t h r e e  carved m i l l  

s t o n e s ,  demonstrating t h e  b u i l d e r ' s  i n t e r e s t  i n  m i l l i n g .  The doors  i n  t h e  

ha11 and t h e  two f i r s t  f l o o r  e a s t  rooms have "dog-eared" a r c h i t r a v e  surroun 

l'he rooms throughout t h e  house a r e  much enhanced by t h e  p resen t  owners' 

f i n e  c o l l e c t i o n  of  a n t i q u e  f u r n i t u r e .  


The house s t a n d s  i n  e x c e l l e n t  cond i t ion  having been e x p e r t l y  r e s to red  i n  
1937 under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of the l a t e  owner, M r s .  F lora  Newby B i l l e t .  
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T11e c o n s t r u c t i o n  d a t e  of Woodlawn is unce r t a in ,  bu t  i t  i s  probable t h a t  
tlie housc was b u i l t  by El i sha  Leake (1739-1806) i n  the  ycsars fol lowing 
the  Krvolut ionary War. Lcake h ~ dapparen t ly  owned t h e  land on which t h e  
housc s t a n d s  s i n c e  the  e a r l y  17701s,  bu t ,  s i n c e  he served a s  a CapLain i n  
the Revolut ion,  i t  seems u n l i k e l y  t h a t  he would have b u i l t  the  house u n t i l  
he r e t ~ ~ r n e dfrom t h e  War. The F e d e r a l i s t  s t y l e  o f  t h e  house f u r t h e r  a t t e s t :  
t o  a l a t e - e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry  cons t ruc t ion  d a t e .  

' 

Both E l i s h a  Leake and h i s  b r o t h e r  Jos i ah  were prominent m i l l e r s  i n  the  
a r e a .  E l i sha  owned two g r i s t  m i l l s :  one a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  from Woodlawn, 
and ano the r  on Big Tuckahoe Creek. The Lcake i n t e r e s t  i n  m i l l i n g  is 
demonstrated by a mantel i n  the  house which has  t h r e e  m i l l  s t ones  carved 
i n  i t  a s  decora t ions .  Following Leake's dea th  the  house and 284 a c r c s  of  
land were claimed a s  dower r i g h t s  by h i s  widowed daughter ,  K i t t y  Leakf Owen 
111c widow soon leased  t h e  house t o  John T r e v i l l i a n ,  who operated i t  a s  a  
tavern.  .The house .is shown as " T r e v i l l i a n ' s  Tavcrn" on. t h e  Goochland 
County map of  1820. 

Woodlawn e v e n t u a l l y  r eve r t ed  t o  the  ownership of Richard Leake, who s o l d  
i t  wi th  675 a c r e s  t o  Wilson Bracket of ;Richmond i n  1832. I n  1834 Bracket 
so ld  Woodlawn t o  Colonel Thomas Taylor of  Goochland, famed f o r  h i s  p a r t  
i n  p l ac ing  t h e  f l a g  of the  United S t a t e s  on t h e  ramparts of Chapultepr~r  
i a s t l c  dur ing  t h e  Mexican War. Colonel Taylor ' s  son, Americus Vespucius 
Taylor  was t h e  nex t  owner-occupant of  Woodlawn. Amcricus Taylor served 
wi th  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  Guy's Ba t t e ry  of t h e  Confederate  Army, and h i s  grave 
i s  marked i n  the o l d  Leake graveyard near  the  house. Woodlawn remained 
the 'Taylor fami ly  home u n t i l  1937 when t h e  house, w i t h  a few a c r e s  around 
i t ,  was so ld  t o  M r s .  F lora  Newby B i l l e t  who immediately began its 
r e s t o r a t i o n .  
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I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  i ts  a s s o c i a t i o n  t o  prominent f a m i l i e s  and ind iv idua l s  of the  
r eg ian ,  Woodlawn s t ands  a s  a n  impressive example of r u r a l  F e d e r a l i s t  
a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The house i s  made v i s u a l l y  d i s t i n c t i v e  by t h e  use of the  
two-story pent  c l o s e t s  on e i t h e r  end. These c l o s e t s  a r e  a n  unusual f ea tu re  
and give t h e  house a p ic turesque  a spec t .  The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e r e s t  of the 
house is heightened by the  s u r v i v a l  of n e a r l y  a l l  of the  s t r u c t u r e ' s  
o r i g i n a l  f a b r i c .  The v i s u a l  q u a l i t y  of  the  house, a long wi th  i t s . . c l o s e  
proximity t o  a main highway have con t r ibu ted  t o  making Woodlawn one of t h e  
most f a m i l i a r  landmarks i n  Goochland County. 
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