


(7. DESCRIPTION 
1 1 (Check One) I 
I O Excellent Dil G D Q ~  D Foir 0-tsrioretad R u i n s  Unexposed 

CONDITION C -- 
(Check Onel I (Check One) 

HOWARD'S NECK 
Howard's Neck o l a n t a t i o n  is loca ted  i n  a  commandine o o s i t i o n  i 
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gray.  
The i n t e r i o r  of  the  res idence  i s  a s  handsome and r e f i n e d  a s  

the  e x t e r i o r .  The d i n i n g  room, l i b r a r y ,  and p a r l o r  r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  
b lack  and whi te  marble mantels  and,  l i k e  t h e  en t r ance  h a l l ,  a r e  crowned by 
Regency-type p l a s t e r  co rn ices .  The s t a i r  h a l l ,  loca ted  d i r e c t l y  behind the  
en t r ance  h a l l ,  c o n t a i n s  a g r a c e f u l  s p i r a l  s t a i r  s e t  a g a i n s t  a  curved end 
w a l l .  The a r c h i t e c t u r a l  decora t ion  of  t h e  second f l o o r  i s  more simple than 
t h a t  on the  f i r s t  but is no l e s s  s o p h i s t i c a t e d .  

The broad,  s l o p i n g  yard i n  f r o n t  of t h e  house is  informal ly  
p lanted  w i t h  boxwood and l a r g e  shade t r e e s .  The approach t o  t h e  house 
from t h e  r i v e r  is through i r o n  g a t e s  loca ted  halfway down t h e  h i l l ,  on to  a n  
a x i a l  avenue l i n e d  w i t h  c repe  myr t les .  Fa r the r  up the  h i l l  t h i s  avenue 
d i v i d e s  i n t o  an e l l i p t i c a l - d r i v e  t h a t  encompasses most of t h e  f r o n t  yard. 
In-nediatedly behind t h e  res idence  is a one-story frame house s a i d  t o  be the  
o r i g i n a l  farm dwel l ing  d a t i n g  from c o l o n i a l  t imes. The s i n g l e - p i l e  s t r u c -  
t u r e  i s  covered by a  gable  roof and has  two e x t e r i o r  end chimneys l a i d  i n  
Flemish bond w i t h  glazed headers .  To t h e  w e s t  of t h e  "old" dwel l ing  is a 
twen t i e th  cen tu ry  frame house b u i l t  a s  a c lub  house f o r  hunt ing  p a r t i e s  
du r ing  t h e  Hobson ownership. I n  a eorresponding p o s i t i o n  on t h e  e a s t e r n  
s i d e  is t h e  e a r l y - n i n e t e e n t h  cen tu ry  b r i c k  k i t chen .  The i n t e r i o r  of  t h e  
k i t c h e n  i s  i n  a  remarkable s t a t e  of  p re se rva t ion .  Near the  k i t chen  a r e  two 
frame smokehouses and a frame t o o l  house. Immediately t o  t h e  e a s t  of  t h e  
main r e s idence  i s  a n  o l d  boxwood garden and a n  orangery d a t i n g  t h e  same 
period a s  the  res idence .  Beyond t h e  boxwood garden a r e  ex tens ive  
vege tab le  gardens. 

I n  t h e  southwest co rne r  of t h e  f r o n t  yard a r e  preserved two 
e a r l y  c a r r i a g e  houses and a ha rness  house. Down a s t e e p  h i l l  t o  t h e  west  
of  these  b u i l d i n g s  are t h r e e  log  s l a v e  q u a r t e r s  a l igned  a long a p l a n t a t i o n  
s t r e e t .  The q u a r t e r s  were o r i g i n a l l y  a l l  one-s tory ,  bu t  two of  them have 
been r a i s e d  t o  two s t o r i e s  and a l l  have been covered over  w i t h  clapboards. '  
To the  south  of  t h e  q u a r t e r s  is a n  ea r ly -n ine teen th  cen tu ry ,  one-and-one- 
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a bend of  t h e  upper James, a c r o s s  from the  p ic turesque  o ld  v i l l a g e  of  Carterr ; -  
v i l l e .  The p l a n t a t i o n ' s  r e s idence  and immediate dependencies a r e  s i t u a t e d  
on one of  t h e  h i g h e s t  p o i n t s  of t h e  neck, and from them can be obtained 
broad v i s t a s  of  t h e  r i v e r ,  i t s  bottom lands ,  and t h e  southern  bank. S t i l l  
a  product ive  farm, Howard's Neck r e t a i n s  most of  i t s  o r i g i n a l  lands  and 
ante-bel lum bu i ld ings .  

The f o c a l  po in t  of t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  - t h e  res idence  - i s  a  
g r a c e f u l l y  proport ioned Federa l  house s i m i l a r  i n  s t y l e  t o  the  works of Rober: 
M i l l s .  The two-story s t u c t u r e  i s  l a i d  i n  f i n e ,  even-colored Flemish bond 
and is covered by a  shal low deck-on-hip roof  which i s  p ierced  by fou r  
i n t e r i o r  end chimneys and surrounded a t  t h e  base by a  Doric co rn ice  wi th  
mutules.  Like the demolished Cunningham-Archer House ( t h e  Richmond r e s i -  
dence of  Howard's Neck's b u i l d e r )  t h e  o u t s i d e  bays of  t h e  three-bay facade 
a r e  s e t  i n  a very  shal low recessed  panels .  The c e n t e r  bay is given emphasi,r 
by a  small, one-story academical ly proport ioned t e t r a s t y l e  Roman Doric 
p o r t i c o  which s h e l t e r s  t h e  f r o n t  door.  Between the  f i r s t  and second f l o o r  
windows on a l l  fou r  s i d e s  a r e  unornamented r ec t angu la r  s tuccoed paneis  
pa in ted  whi te .  The four-bay r e a r  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  has been paintell  
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The f i r s t  owner of  the  Howard's Neck proper ty  was Char les  
Fleming of  New Kent County, who pa tented  732 a c r e s  of  land a long the  upper 
James i n  June 1714. Upon Fleming's dea th  i n  1720 t h e  t r a c t  was conveyed 

t o  Stephen Hughes, who i n  1738 s o l d  it t o  Richard Randolph. I&_KLlthe 
proper ty ,  which was then  known a s  Fleming's Park, was aqui red  by Al len  

H m  I t  was Howard who changed t h e  name of  the  p l a n t a t i o n  t o  Howard's 
Neck, the  name i t  has  r e t a i n e d  t o  the  p resen t .  Although i t s  cons t ruc t ion  
d a t e  i s  u n c e r t a i n , i t  seems probable t h a t  the  one-s tory  e i g h t e e n t h  century  
dwel l ing  house on the  proper ty  was b u i l t  du r ing  Howard's ownership. 

I t  has  n o t  been e s t a b l i s h e d  how long t h e  Howard family 
r e t a ined  t i t l e  t o  t h e  proper ty ,  but  i t  i s  known t h a t  i n  1807 L i t t l e t o n  
Waller  Tazewell of  Norfolk was i n  possess ion  of  Howard's Neck and t h a t  yea r  
s o l d  i t  t o  Edward Cunningham. Cunningham was born i n  I r e l a n d ,  and i n  1811 
moved from Petersburg  t o  Richmond where he soon became a n  important indus- 
t r i a l i s t  and businessman. He owned f l o u r  m i l l s  and a c o t t o n  manufactury, 
and was one of  t h e  founders of the  Tredegar Ro l l ing  M i l l s .  I t  has  been a 
t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  now demolished b e a u t i f u l  town house t h a t  Cunningham 
b u i l t  on t h e  co rne r  of North S i x t h  and Frankl in  S t r e e t s  i n  Richmond (which 
l a t e r  came t o  be c a l l e d  t h e  Cunningham-Archer House) was designed by Robert 
M i l l s .  I t  i s  a l s o  a t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  when Cunningham decided t o  s e l l  h i s  
Richmond house i n  1825 and move permanently t o  h i s  Goochland p l a n t a t i o n ,  he 
b u i l t  h i s  count ry  house accord ine  t o  p l ans  provided by M i l l s .  Whether o r  
n o t  Mills 's s e r v i c e s  were eve r  f0rmally engaged t o  des ign  e i t h e r  of  t hese  
two houses, t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p a r a l l e l s  between them a r e  q u i t e  ev iden t  and 
they both  b e a r  s t y l i s t i c  resemblance t o  documented works of  Robert M i l l s .  

Edward Cunningham died  i n  1836 and was bur ied  a t  Howard's 
Neck. H i s  son John, one of  t h e  most ou t s t and ing  phys ic ians  i n  Vi rg in i a  a t  
the  t ime,  i n h e r i t e d  the  p l a n t a t i o n ,  bu t  f i n a n c i a l  r e v e r s e s  forced him t o  
s e l l  i t  i n  1844 t o  Richard C .  Haden. I n  1850 Haden s o l d  Howard's Neck t o  
John C .  Hobson. Howard's Neck remained i n  t h e  Hobson Family u n t i l  1945, 
and dur ing  i t s  ownership by Saunders Hobson i n  the  1920's  and ' 3 0 ' s ,  and 
l a t e r  by h i s  s i s t e r ,  Maria Octavia Hobson, i t  became noted f o r  i ts  hospi-  
t a l i t y  and f i n e  gardens. Floowing Maria Octavia Hobson's dea th  t h e  pro- 
p e r t y  was conveyed t o  J. Boyer Chandler of  Michigan, who i n  1951 so ld  i t  t o  
i t s  p r e s e n t  owner. 

The g r a c e f u l l y  proport ioned house t h a t  Edward Cunningham 
b u i l t  a t  Howard's Neck is a n  ou t s t and ing  example o f  t h e  l a t e r ,  o r  c l a s s i c a l  
r e v i v a l  phase of  Federa l  per iod  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  I t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  is increased 
by its k insh ip  t o  Richmond a r c h i t e c t u r e  of  t h e  period.  Since most of t h e  
p a r a l l e l  Richmond examples have been des t royed,  t h e  house provides  some of  
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h a l f - s t o r y  manager's house wi th  shed dormers and e x t e r i o r  end chimneys. Most 
of the sheds and barns a r e  loca ted  t o  the  n o r t h e a s t  of the  main res idence ,  
al though an  e a r l y  and q u i t e  s i z a b l e  tobacco barn s t ands  a t  t he  bottom of the  
long s lope  i n  f r o n t  of the  res idence .  Nearly a l l  o f  the  bu i ld ings  on the  
p l a n t a t i o n  a r e  covered wi th  s l a t e s  obtained from the  nearby Buckingham s l a t e  
qua r r i e s .  ' h o  graveyards,  inc luding t h a t  of t h e  Cunningham family,  are a l s o  
loca ted  on the  grounds. 
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the  bes t  tangib)e i l l u s t r a t i o n  o f  an important phase i n  V i r g i n i a ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r  
development. /The p l a n t a t i o n  i t s e l f  con ta ins  one o f  the  most complete s e t s  o f  
ante-bel lum ou tbu i ld ings  i n  the  Commonwealth. The th ree  log  s l a v e  q u a r t e r s  
on t h e i r  p l a n t a t i o n  s t r e e t  a r e  a s p e c i a l  r a r i t y .  The whole complex, includ- 
ing  gardens and grounds o f f e r s  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  keen i n s i g h t  i n t o  p l a n t a t i o n  l i t  
o f  V i rg in ia ' a  piedmont region.  
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