


17. DESCRIPTION 
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I The Lock-Keeper's House is a two-story frame s t ruc tu re  res t ing  on a 
stone foundation of whitewashed, rough-faced, uncoursed ashlar .  The house 
is s e t  against  a s teep  slope causing the  basement leve l  on the  r i v e r  s i d e  t o  
be f u l l y  above grade. While the  frame upper s to r i e s  have a 16'4" x 32' s ing e- 
p i l e  plan, the  foundation projects on the r iver  s ide  to  give the basement a 
24'2" x 32' double-pile plan, The platform thusly created a t  the  f i r s t  
f l oo r  leve l  on the r i v e r  f ront  i s  covered by a shed roof porch which extends 
the  length of the  building. This porch probably replaces a t  l e a s t  one 
e a r l i e r  one as the  turned posts are  i n  the  s t y l e  of the  1890's. 

I 
CONDITION 

The house has a somewhat complex in t e r io r  arrangement t o  accommodate 
its o r ig ina l  functions. The lock-keeper's quarters occupy al.1. three leve ls  
of the  house's we'stern'half. A s t a i r  i n  the  southwest corner of t he  house 
connects the f i r s t  and second f loors ,  however for  the lock-keeper t o  go from 
the basement t o  the f i r s t  f loor ,  he had t o  use t he  s t a i r  located between the 
two eastern basement rooms. The top of t h i s  lowest s t a i r  is located under 
the porch, ra ther  than within t he  house. The f i r s t  and s.econd f loor  rooms 
of the house's eastern s i d e  were used as guest rooms f o r  canal t ravelers .  
To reach the second f loo r  eas t  room, guests had t o  use a separate  encl.osed 
s t a i r ,  the entrance t o  which is located a t  the  f a r  eas t  end of t he  porch. 
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The house is covered by a shallow gable roof of standing-seam sheet 
metal, and its s ides  are  sheathed i n  sawn weatherboards. A s  with the lock- 
keepers' houses along the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, t h i s  example has a 
cen t r a l  chimney serving all ,  rooms. The house C s  entered at: the  basement 1ev.l 
through a center  door. An addit ional door is located off-center  on the land 
f ron t  f i r s t  f loor .  Two small three-over-three sashes a r e  located above the  
porch, and six-over-six sashes l i g h t  the ends 011 a l l  three levels .  Most of 
the wood features  appear t o  have been renewed, probably as  t h e  r e s u l t  of 
floods and deter iorat ion.  To the l e f t  of the basement entrance, a t  about 
waist height, is a horizontal  Line and the date "30 Sept. 1870" c~lt: i n  the 
stone commemorating the flood leve l  a t  t ha t  date. 

I 
Although damaged again by the severe floods caused by Hurricanes Camille 

and Agnes of recent years,  the  Lock-Keeper's House has been thororlghly 
renovated and serves as a weekend home for  the  present owners. 
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The Lock-Keeper's Bouse, b u i l t  - c i r ca  1836 t o  serve Lock Number 7 
a t  Cedar Point i n  Goochland County,is t he  l a s t  remaining 1.ock-keeper's house 
of the James River and Kanawha Canal system, and is believed to  be the only 
such building standing i n  the  s t a t e .  A picti~resque r e l i c  of the  bygone 
canal era ,  the  house was erected shor t ly  a f t e r  the  construction of t h e  
Maidens dam i n  1836, which marked the beginlning of opening the canal system 
from Maidens t o  Lynchburg. The system was designed so t h a t  the canal t r a f f i - .  
could use the r i v e r  backwater above the dam, but a lock with a lock-keeper's 
house t o  serve it was necessary a t  the  rocky promontory o f  Cedar Point up- 
stream. 

I 
I Lock Number 7 was a busy point on t he  canal dxirjng its most 
a c t i v e  period i n  the  1840's and 50's. Not only were horse,? changed there ,  
but invoices and cargos were checked and toLls collected.  I11 addition,  the  
lock-keeper's house served as  a tavern and furnished accomnodations f o r  
passengers and canal boat crews. The complex arrangement o f  s t a i r s  i n  the  
house r e f l e c t s  the  building's dual function ns a residence and hostelry,  

. 
The house ceased t o  s e w e  the canal system a f t e r  the  War Between 

the S ta tes  when the canal was acquired by the Richmond and klleghany Rai l roal  
Company and t racks  were l a i d  on the towpath. Although the  horlse has been 
restored as a residence, t he  lock i t  served has been s i l t e d  i n  by floods and/ 
is no longer v i s i b l e .  
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