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The Octonia Stone i s  a g ran i t e - type  rock which i s  p a r t  of a n a t u r a l  
outcropping i n  a hay f i e ld .  This  outcropping forms a small  k n o l l  which 
con ta ins  a few t r e e s  and undergrowth. This  k n o l l  i s  on the  south  s i d e  
of a nearby small  s t ream which flows i n t o  South River ,  a branch of t h e  
Rapidan River .  

Altered . . Unolnred 

A f i g u r e  8, composed of  two, nea r ly  p e r f e c t  c i r c l e s ,  i s  engraved upon 
t h e  Octonia Stone. A c r o s s  touches t h e  top of t h i s  8. The engraving . 
was probably made i n  1721,but 
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The Octonia Stone marks t h e  terminus of  t h e  westernmost boundary l i n e  of 
t h e  24,000-acre Octonia Grant.  This  g ran t  was made by Lieutenant  
Governor Spottswood t o  e i g h t  prominent Virg in ians  on Ju ly  20, 1722. 
The name "Octonia" i s  probably der ived  from t h e  La t in  f o r  e i g h t .  The 
e i g h t  g ran tees  were Bartholomew Yates,  Lewis Latane, John Robinson, 
Jeremiah Clowder, Harry Beverley, Chr is topher  Robinson, William Stanard,  
and Edwin Thacker. The g r a n t  ev iden t ly  was made as  a r e s u l t  of  s eve ra l  
s e p a r a t e  p e t i t i o n e  presented and granted  i n  Council .  

The Octonia Grant s t a r t e d  near  t h e  mouth of Laure l1  Run (Poplar  Run) on 
t h e  Rapidan River near  S p i c e r ' s  M i l l  i n  Orange County and extended t o  
t h e  f o o t  of t h e  Blue Ridge Mountains i n  Greene County. With t h e  Rapidan 
River and i t s  South River branch as  t h e  no r the rn  boundary, i t  was roughly 
two m i l e s  wide and twenty mi l e s  long. Some of i t s  l i n e s  e x i s t  today,  
includ.ing t h e  one from near  S p i c e r ' s  M i l l  t o  t h e ' p r e s e n t  day Montpel ier  
proper ty ,  the  easternmost l i n e .  These l i n e s  formed t h e  base  of  many 
Orange County surveys ,  and t h e  Octonia Line i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  many deeds. 
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Insc r ibed  s tone  boundary markers were r a r e  i n  Vi rg in i a  dur ing  t h e .  
e igh teen th  century .  A proper ty  boundary marker of t h i s  type s o  f a r  
west i s  unique. 
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Landmarks Commissio 

AS the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 
1 hereby certify that this property is included in !he 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publ ic  Law 

in the National Register end cerlify that it has  been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures se t  

forth by  the National Park Service. The recommended C h i e f ,  Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

~ a t i o n a l  State Local 

D r .  Edward P. Alexander, Chairma 

Keeper of The Netionel Regis ter  






