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SUMMARY ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Bishop Robert A .  Gibson Memorial Chapel and the Martha Bagby Battle 
House are situated on the grounds of Blue Ridge School (formerly the Blue 
Ridge Industrial School), near Dyke in Greene County. The chapel, designed 
by architect Ralph Adams Cram of Boston and begun in 1929, was completed in 
1932 with Chariottesville architect Stanisiaus Makielski serving as 
consuiting arcnitecr. It is built entirely of uncut an0 uncoursed native 
fieldstone and is executed in the Gothic Revivai style. The six-bay, 
gable-roofed chapel is built on a modified cruciform plan, with a small 
transept on the south, and a transept and sacristy on the north. Large 
rose windows are in the east and west gables. Lancet-arched, stained 
glass windows run along the south and north sides of the chapel, and also 
flank the Gothic-arched entrance on the center of the east facade. This 
entrance features a wooden double door with decorative iron strapwork and 
hinges and is to~ped by an inscribed tablet. The chapel is surmounted 
above the crossing by a wooden steeple with open belfry. The chapel 
interior is ruggedly simple and features a flagstone floor and stone walls, 
with exposed wooden rafters and beams. Most furnishings are original, 
including the pulpit, lectern, and altar, and are all built of native 
stone. The Battle House (also known as the Headmaster's House), completed 
in 1934 and designed by Stanislaus Makielski in the English Gothic style, 
is built entirely of uncoursed and uncut native fieldstone. The three-bay, 
two-story, gable-roofed center section is extended by protruding bays on 
all four sides. The central entrance is contained within a Gothic-arched, 
covered porch with a corner butress . '4ost windows feature six-paned 
casements, arranged in groups of three or more. A large Gothic-arched 
window with two rows of eight-pane casements is on the west facade. The 
interior on the first floor is paneled entirely in oak and pine and 
features stone fireplaces in three rooms. The second floor features 
painted paneling in the hall and two of the bedrooms, with plaster walls in 
the other bedrooms. There is one fireplace with simple trim in the master 
bedroom. In addition to the chapel and house, there is one contributing 
object, a stone sundial, located to the northeast of the chapel, and a 
noncontributing site, a modern cemetery, located to the west of the chapel. 
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ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Bishop Robert A. Gibson Memorial Chapel and the Martha Bagby Battle 
House are situated on the approximately nine-hundred-acre grounds of the 
Blue Ridge School (formerly the Blue Ridge Industrial School) on the west 
side of County Route 627, near Dyke and approximately six miles southwest 
of Stanardsville in Greene County. The surrounding topography is very 
mountainous and land use is predominantly rural. The nominated boundaries 
are within the confines of the Blue Ridge School property. Included within 
the nominated boundaries are two contributing buildings (the chapel and 
house), one contributing object (a stone sundial), and a noncontributing 
site (a cemetery). All are in an excellent state of preservation. 

The contributing buildings and object are located at the end of a paved 
3/4-mile driveway that runs from the stone entrance gates of the school on 
Route 627 and past the academic and residential buildings, before 
terminating at a paved lot directly to the east of the buildings. Between 
the gates and the contributing buildings are dormitories, a gymnasium, a 
library, a stone building formerly used as a post office, a small bell 
tower, and several residences for faculty and administrators. Although 
there are two other buildings (a stone post office and a classroom 
building) on the school grounds of comparable age that have been associated 
historically with the school, they are located some distance away from the 
chapel and house, and are separated from them by numerous modern buildings. 
The remaining buildings on the grounds, including the ones most closely 
adjacent to the chapel and house, date from the 1950s and 1960s. 

The Gibson Chapel was begun in 1929 according to the designs donated to 
the Blue Ridge Industrial School by architect Ralph Adams Cram of Boston. 
It was completed in 1932, with Charlottesville architect Stanislaus 
Makielski serving as consulting architect. It is executed in the English 
Gothic Revival style and has a modified cruciform plan. The church was 
constructed entirely of uncut and uncoursed native fieldstone by local 
builders and students at the school. In addition, the exterior ironwork 
and many of the interior fixtures were manufactured on the premises. 

The six-bay, gable-roofed chapel is set on a low basement and extends 
from east to west. A small transept is on the south and an expressed 
sacristy is on the north. A wooden steeple with bell-cast roof and open 
belfry with iron bell is located directly above the crossing. Simple stone 
buttresses mark the bays along the south and north sides. The chapel has 
an asphalt shingle roof and copper gutters and downspouts. 
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A t  the center  o f  the f r o n t  ( e a s t )  facade, a se r i es  of f i v e  stone-and- 
s l a t e  semic i rcu la r  steps w i t h  i r o n  h a n d r a i l s  leads t o  t he  Gothic-arched 
entrance. Wooden double doors a t  t he  one entrance (pa in ted  red)  have 
decorat ive wrought- i ron,  strapwork h inges and i r o n  spoon l a t c h .  The wooden 
tvmpanun features s c r o l l e d  wrought - i ron  strapwork, surmounted by an i r o n  
cross. Above the entrance i s  a carved stone t a b l e t  w i t h  the i n s c r i p t i o n  
"THE WAY. THE TRUTH. THE L!FE" punctuated by L a t i n  crosses a t  e i t h e r  end. 
-he entrance i s  f lanked on e i r h e r  s i de  by an i r o n  lama an0 i s ta inea-g iass .  
iancet-arched window w i t h  concrete ledge. Above the  entrance i s  a la rge ,  
round, s ta ined-g lass w~ndow w i t h  cross muntins. The east gable i s  
surmounted by a carved stone cross.  

S t o n e  b u t t r e s s e s  and  s t a i n e d - g l a s s ,  l a n c e t - a r c h e d  windows n a r k  t h e  f i v e  
bavs  3 l o n g  t h e  s o u t h  and n o r t h  e l e v a t i o n s .  A t r a n s e p t  f i l l s  t h e  s i x t h  bay on 
both  s i d e s .  On t h e  s o u t h  s i d e  t h e  t r a n s e p t  h a s  a s t o n e  ch inney  and  p r o j e c t s  beyom 
:ne e l e v a t i o n  of t h e  nave wail .  A s t o n e ,  b a r r e l - a r c h e d  bulkhead v i t h  a wooden door 
is l o c a t e d  on the  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  of t h e  w e s t  e n d .  i n  t h e  g a b l e  of  t h e  wes t  ena 
is a  l a r g e  s t a i n e d - % l a s s  r o s e  window. The n o r t h  t r a n s e p t  f e a t u r e s  a n  e x p r e s s e d  
j a c r i s t v .  T h e r e  is a n  e n t r a n c e  w i t h  a wooden door  and d e c o r a t i v e  wrought - i ron  
h i n g e s  on t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r ,  a s  w e l l  as  a n  e n t r a n c e  on :he n o r t h .  

The i n t e r i o r  o f  the Gibson Chapel i s  almost e n t i r e l y  o f  stone, w i t h  
exposea rubble stone wa l l s  and a p o l i s h e d  f lags tone f l o o r .  The wooden 
r a f t e r s  are exposed and are connected by a se r l es  o f  hand-hewn t imber  beams 
secured a t  the ends w i t h  decora t ive  i r o n  s t raps .  I r o n  lamps hang from 
these beams on e i t h e r  s i de  of t he  c e n t r a l  a i s l e .  

The nave features a s i n g l e  c e n t r a l  a i s l e  f lanked by carved oak pews on 
e i t h e r  side. The s ta ined-g lass  windows a long t h e  nave are o r i g i n a l  and 
dep i c t  symbols o f  t he  f o u r  Apostles on t h e  no r th ,  and C h r i s t i a n  symbols on 
the south. The rose window a t  the eas t  d e p i c t s  a cross w i t h  palm f ronds.  

Nearly a l l  o f  t he  o r i g i n a l  f u r n i s h i n g s  f o r  t h e  chapel are o f  n a t i v e  
stone, except f o r  t he  marble bapt ismal f on t  w i t h  i r o n  cap a t  t he  nor theas t  
corner.  The bowed-front stone p u l p i t  s tands n o r t h  o f  t h e  c ross ing  and i s  
reached by two stone steps. A stone l e c t e r n  w i t h  f l a n k i n g  wrought - i ron  
candlestands i s  a t  t he  south o f  the c ross ing .  

I n  the c h o i r  are f a c i n g  groups o f  t h r e e  oak c h o i r  benches decorated 
w i th  t r e f o i l  heads. A Gothic-arched recess on the  south conta ins the  
organ (of uncer ta in  da te) ,  wh i le  t h e  n o r t h  recess conta ins  a small t ab le .  
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;he c n o i r  i s  separatea f rom r n e  cnancei  by an oaK communion r a i l  carved 
i n  a Goth ic  des ign .  ' w i t h  scone p i l l a r s  w i t h  caps a t  e i t h e r  end. The l a r g e  
stone a l t a r  i s  carved w i t h  t h e  initials iHS an t h e  f r o n t .  a long  w i t h  t h e  
'woros SANCTUS. SANCTUS, SANCTUS :n G o t h i c  s c r i p t  above. There i s  a small  
n i c n e  w ~ t h  a  l edge  f o r  h o l d i n g  Lhe c o l l e c t i o n  p i a t e  l o c a t e d  t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  
the  a l t a r .  Two o u i l t - i n  s tone  benches f o r  a c o i y t e s  f a c e  each o t h e r  on 
e i t n e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  a l t a r .  rile -2se  :,:i.doii above  he a l t a r ,  repl.acenrnt 
dat:?; from i932 ,  , :?picts t!le : : ? d c n n a  a n d  Chr is t  C ! l i l d .  

: narrow. G o t h i c - a r c n e a  en t rance  w i t h  oak door  l e a d s  i o  :he F.W. Neve 
c . . a ~ t  . - .. c r  - & ~ ,  3n rne  n o r r h .  -be :zcr :sr : i  f s a t u r e s  :,do u i l t - 7 0  r i o s e t s  ano a - a u i i : - ; n   able oy t h e  west  ivinaow. ro t n e  n o r t n  a r e  a  r o b i n g  room. a smal l  
s torage room, a  c l o s e t ,  and bathroom. 

The Martha Bagby B a t t l e  House ( a l s o  known as t h e  Headmaster 's  House) i s  
s i t u a t e d  l e s s  than f i f t e e n  f e e t  f rom t h e  n o r t h  t r a n s e p t  o f  t h e  chapel and 
faces east  towards t h e  paved l o t .  Designed by  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  a r c h i t e c t  
S t a n i s l a u s  M a k i e l s k i  i n  t h e  E n g l i s h  G o t h i c  s t y l e ,  and completed i n  1934, 
t h e  house was b u i l t  e n t i r e l y  o f  uncu t  and uncoursed n a t i v e  f i e l d s t o n e .  
F lagstone walks l e a d  f rom t h e  i o t .  as w e l l  as between t h e  chapel  and house. 

The house i s  b u i l t  on a  low. p a r t i a l l y  excavated basement. The two- 
s t o r y ,  f o u r  -bay, h i p p e d - r o o f  c e n t e r  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  house i s  extended by 
p r o t r u o i n g  one- and t w o - s t o r y  bays on a i l  s ides ,  g i v i n g  t h e  house a  
ramol i n g .  asymmetr ical  appearance. There a r e  t h r e e  s tone  chimneys, two on 
the  n o r r h  s i d e  o f  t h e  house. ana one on t h e  sou th .  

The main en t rance  i s  i n  t n e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  eas t  facade ana i s  en te red  
rhrougn a f l a t - r o o f e d  p o r c h  w i t h  segmenta l -arched open ings and a  s tone 
b u t t r e s s  on t h e  sou theas t  c o r n e r .  On t h e  f r o n t  o f  t h e  p o r c h  i s  a  framed 
s tone t a b l e t  carved w i t h  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  "PEACE BE TO THIS HOUSE AND TO ALL 
WHO DWELL THEREIN" p u n c t u a t e d  on e i t h e r  s i d e  by  M a l t e s e  crosses.  The 
ent rance f e a t u r e s  an a rched  t ransom w i t h  f a n l i g h t  mun t ins ,  and a  door  w i t h  
arched windows. To t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  d o o r  i s  a  bronze p l a q u e  ded ica ted  t o  
Martha Bagby B a t t l e ,  a  m a j o r  b e n e f a c t r e s s  of t h e  f o r m e r  B lue  Ridge 
I n d u s t r i a l  School . 

An a d d i t i o n a l  e n t r a n c e  i s  l o c a t e d  beneath a  g a b l e - r o o f e d  po rch  an t h e  
south  facade. T h i s  e n t r a n c e  f e a t u r e s  f i v e - p a n e  s i d e l i g h t s  and i s  topped by 
a  seven-pane r e c t a n g u l a r  t ransom. 

Windows a r e  ; m e r a l l y  s i x - p a n e  casement windows w i t h  s tone  mu1 1  i o n s  
arranged i n  groups o f  two o r  more. H ipped- roo f  dormer windows p r o t r u d e  
above the  eaves on t h e  e a s t  and west facades,  and t h e r e  a r e  two smal l  
eyebrow windows on t h e  west facade. A l a r g e  t r i p a r t i t e  Goth ic -arched 
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window dominates tne projecting wing on the southwest corner of the west facade. 
facade. Between the two projecting bays on the west facade is a set of 
French doors with a nine-pane transom. 

A two-bay, gable-roofed stone garage is connected to the house on the 
north by a covered passage. The passage is part of a porch that wraps 
around the north and east of the house. 

The one major exterior alteration was the enclosure of an open second- 
story porch at the northeast corner. There i s  a modern picture window, 
along with two four-over-four sash windows, on this additional room. 

The interior features a central hall plan on the first floor, flanked 
by a library and stair hall on the south and a living room/dining room, 
pantry, and kitchen on the north. Virtually the entire first floor, 
incl'uding walls, ceilings and floors, is paneled with pine board. The 
walls and portions of the ceilings have raised oak batten strips. The 
doors feature diagonal battens in a cross pattern on the back, and have 
wrought-iron hinges and locks. The 1 iving/dining room features exposed 
beams, built-in window seats, two built-in corner cupboards at the west 
end, and a rock fireplace with slate hearth and simple molded wooden mantel 
shelf. A door from this room leads to the pantry with paneled ;gainscot 
and paneled ceiling; another door leads to the kitchen, substantially 
remodeled in the 1960s. Doors from the kitchen lead to the garage and to a 
back staircase. 

The library on the south features built-in bookcases on the north and 
east walls, a rock fireplace with slate hearth and modern woodstove insert, 
built-in window seats, and exposed beams throughout. A door on the west 
leads to the second entry hall, this one with a flagstone floor, that leads 
to the main staircase. The stair rises in two stages and features a square 
newel with molded cap, two banisters per tread, and a molded handrail. A 
stone segmental-arch entry separates the stair hall from the central hall. 
A door to the west of the stair hall leads to a first-floor bedroom with 
rock fireplace and a large Gothic-arched window on the west wall. 

The second floor is partially paneled, but has been painted throughout. 
There are four bedrooms, three baths, one kitchen, and a study on this 
floor, as well as stairs leading from a back bedroom to the kitchen. The 
master bedroom features a rock fireplace with slate hearth and simple 
molded wooden mantel she1 f. 
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Between the chapel and the house is a metal sundial on a tall stone 
pillar with a plaque inscribed "Gift of Class of 1931." It is a 
contributing object. To the west of the chapel are five headstones and 
graves of former Episcopal missionaries at the Blue Ridge Industrial 
School. most dating from the 1960s and 1970s. The cemetery is a non- 
contributing site. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Bishop Robert A. Gibson Memorial Chapel (1929-1932) and Martha Bagby 
Battle House (1934) are the two most architecturally significant buildings 
at the Blue Ridge School, an institution important in the educational and 
religious history of early twentieth-century Greene County and central 
Virginia. The chapel and Battle House (also known as the Headmaster's 
House) were part of the extensive building program carried out at the 
school in the late 1920s and 1930s. The chapel, begun in 1929 and 
consecrated in 1932, was designed by Boston architect Ralph Adams Cram. 
Cram was one of the most prominent American architects of the first half of 
the twentieth century; he and his firm, Cram, Goodhue & Ferguson were best 
known as leading exponents of the late Gothic Revival style. Some of their 
most notable commissions include the school chapels at West Point and 
Princeton Univerbity, and the Cathedral of St. John the Divine in New York 
City. The chapel at Blue Ridge School is one of only a few known examples 
of his work in Virginia. Charlottesville architect Stanislaus Makielski 
served as consulting architect for the construction of the chapel and as 
designer of Battle House, the latter completed in 1934. Both are 
superlative examples of twentieth-century Gothic Revival architecture, and 
are two of the most architecturally significant buildings from this period 
in Greene County. 

Established in 1910, the Blue Ridge Industrial School was a pioneering 
missionary effort by the Episcopal Churcn in the Blue Ridge Mountains, 
bringing educational opportunities to many previously isolated communities. 
The school was one of a number of ambitious social welfare projects carried 
out by the Episcopal Church in the South during the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries that included the establishment of schools, 
mission chapels, infirmaries, and community centers, partly in an attempt 
to capture new converts. As conceived by its founder, the Rev. George P. 
Mayo, the Blue Ridge Industrial School was a boarding school that educated 
mountain children in the agricultural and industrial arts, as well as 
providing them with a Christian education. Later, as the isolated 
character of much of Greene County receded, the school widened its focus to 
include children from broken homes and urban environments. The school 
closed in 1961 and reopened in 1962 as a boys' preparatory school, and is 
still the on1 y private school in Greene County. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Blue Ridge School (formerly the Blue Ridge Industrial School) grew out 
of the missionary activities carried on by the Episcopal Church in the Blue 
Ridge Mountains during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. 
For most of this period, leadership in the missionary movement was held by 
the Rev. Frederick W. Neve (1855-1948) an English minister who arrived at a 
parish in Ivy, Virginia. in 1888 and immediately set out to establish 
missions throughout western Albemarle County. His journals recorded the 
often appalling isolation of the inhabitants of the Blue Ridge Mountains 
many of whom had no access to schools, health care, or religious worship. i 

In 1902 Neve recruited the Rev. George Pickett Mayo (1876-1954), a young 
graduate of the Virginia Theological Seminary, to establish missions in the 
region of Greene, Madison, Page and Rappahannock c o ~ n t i e s . ~  This area, 
along with Albemarle and several other counties, was established as the 
Archdeaconry of the Blue Ridge in 1904, with Neve as ~ r c h d e a c o n . ~  

For most of his early years as minister in the Blue Ridge, Mayo 
concentrated his efforts in mountainous Greene County, which as late as 
1900 was the only county in Virginia without an Episcopal c h ~ r c h . ~  He 
established missions at Simmons Gap, Frazer Mountain, and Wyatt's Mountain; 
took over the newly-built Grace Church in Stanardsville; and built the 
Whittle Memorial Chapel at present-day Mission Home, near ~ y k e . ~  Mission 
Home, staffed by Mayo. an assistant, and several deaconesses, introduced 
medical and educational services to the inhabitants of the area. 

An insight into the importance of Mayo's early missionary work in the 
region is provided by an entry in his journals, reprinted in the Journal of 
the Virginia Diocese of November 1906: 

I had no sooner visited the region than I saw that it would be 
necessary for us to live among the people if we really wished to 
accomplish the results needed. So our first move was to build what we 
now call Mission Home. It is the headquarters for all our workers and 
the center of the entire work.. . The Home itself has been an 
invaluable object lesson and many of the people now look upon us as an 
indispensable part of their life. They come to us to get their letters 
written, their disputes settled, their wounds bound up, their sick 
cared for, their children baptized, their young people married, and 
their dead b ~ r i e d . ~  
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The r e s u l t s  o f  Mayo's e x t e n s i v e  t r a v e l s  i n  t h e  area, o f t e n  o v e r  n e a r l y  
impassab le  roads t o  reach  r e s i d e n t s  who had never  t r a v e l e d  f a r t h e r  t h a n  a  
m i l e  f r o m  t h e i r  homes. conv inced h i m  o f  t h e  need t o  e s t a b l i s h  more t h a n  
j u s t  houses o f  worsh ip .  Accord ing  t o  Mayo, t h e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  g r i n d i n g  
p o v e r t y  and ignorance o f  t h e  peop le  o f  t h e  archdeaconry l a y  i n  t h e  f o u n d i n g  
o f  a  s t r o n g  system o f  schoo ls .  I n  h i s  "Appeal f o r  V i r g i n i a ' s  N e g l e c t e d  
C i t i z e n s , "  he desc r ibed  t h e  " b a r r e n  and wasted l i v e s "  o f  t h e  mounta in  
f o l k s ,  b u t  added t h a t  t h e i r  i l l i t e r a c y  i s  " n o t  t h e  illiteracy o f  t h e  
i e g e n e r a t e ,  b u t  o f  the  u n s t a r t e d . " '  I n  a d d i t i o n .  he s t a t e d  t h a t  " t h e  
s d u c a t i o n a l  needs o f  these mounta in  f o l k s  were n o t  o n i y  f o r  book l e a r n i n g ,  
b u t  f o r  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  a r t s  and s k i l l s  o f  1 i v i n g . 1 ' ~  He e n v i s i o n e d  a  
b o a r d i n g  schoo l  environment,  a  t i g h t l y - k n i t  community t h a t  " s h o u l d  have f o r  
i t s  pu rpos  t h e  making o f  home b u i l d e r s  o r  j u s t  p l a i n  u s e f u l  c i t i z e n s ,  n o t  
s c h o l a r s .  11 8 
I n  January  1907 Mayo r e p o r t e d  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  h i s  m i s s i o n a r y  work  and t h e  
need f o r  a  school  i n  Greene County t o  t h e  Convent ion o f  t h e  E p i s c o p a l  
Church, and r e c e i v e d  p e r m i s s i o  t o  go on a  f a c t - f i n d i n g  t r i p  t o  s t u d y  o t h e r  
s u c c e s s f u l  i n d u s t r i a l  schools.70 One month l a t e r  he p resen ted  p l a n s  f o r  a  
new school  t o  t h e  a d v i s o r y  board o f  t h e  Archdeaconry,  and was a u t h o r i z e d  t o  
o b t a i n  l a n d  f o r  h i s  new e n t e r p r i s e .  Mayo s e t t l e d  on a  148-ac re  s i t e  i n  
Bacon Ho l low,  approx ima te ly  n i n e  m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  M iss ion  Home, and t h e  s a l e  
was reco rded  i n  June 1908. l1 

I n  1909 Mayo, h i s  w i f e ,  and two deaconesses moved into t h e  e x i s t i n g  
farmhouse, a  o n e - s t o r y  l o g  s t r u c t u r e ,  and immedia te ly  began c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  
t h e  f i r s t  b u i l d i n g s  a t  t h e  n e w l y - e s t a b l  i s h e d  B lue  Ridge I n d u s t r i a l  School .  
On January  10, 1910 they  opened t h e  s c h o o l ' s  doors  t o  t w e l v e  l o c a l  g i r l s .  
However, t h e  f i r s t  s tuden ts  d i d  n o t  g r a d u a t e  u n t i l  n e a r l y  e i g h t  y e a r s  
l a t e r ,  which,  acco rd ing  t o  one r e p o r t ,  " i n d i c a t e s  t h e  c o n d i t i o n  
e d u c a t i o n a l l y  o f  t h e  community i n  wh ich  i t  was l o c a t e d . "  l 2  

Al though  i t s  c u r r i c u l u m  went t h r o u g h  m a j o r  changes d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r s ,  t h e  
s c h o o l ' s  u n d e r l y i n g  m i s s i o n  as e n u n c i a t e d  by Mayo i n  h i s  e a r l y  w r i t i n g s  
remained t h e  same. One o f  t h e  f i r s t  schoo l  ca ta logues s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a im 
o f  t h e  schoo l  was " t o  g i v e  boys and g i r l s  o f  l i m i t e d  means t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  
t o  become p r a c t i c a l  and e f f i c i e n t  men and women, ab le  t o  meet t h e  demands 
o f  l i f e  i n  i t s  more d i f f i c u l t  a s p e c t s . "  13 

The f i r s t  s tuden ts ,  a l l  g i r l s ,  l e a r n e d  home c r a f t s ,  sewing, and an imal  
husbandry. A f t e r  boys j o i n e d  t h e  s t u d e n t  body i n  1915, t h e y  l e a r n e d  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  s imp le  b l a c k s m i  t h i n g  and woodworking, and worked 
t h e  fa rm t h a t  s u p p l i e d  t h e  schoo l  w i t h  much o f  i t s  food and some o f  i t s  
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income. All students were expected to work at Blue Ridge Industrial 
School; not only were they learning useful crafts and skills. but the value 
of their work was credited towards their tuition and board, enabling many 
students to attend the school who would otherwise not have been able to 
afford it. Contributions from the Episcopal Diocese were irregular, and 
the school had to rely almost sntirely on either donations or income from 
its own operations. 

ay the early 1920s, the school was largely accepted by the community, 
despite some initial resistance. Dr. Mayo reported in 1926 that "the 
suspicion, mistrust, and in some instances open opposition we met with in 
the beginning of the work has given way to a spirit of appreciation, trust, 
and personai loyalty, on the part of the mountain people. It is now 
thought of as Our School ." l4 Preference was always given to the admission 
of children of local mountain people and the enrollment of an entire family 
of children often was encouraged. The school became an important community 
resource center, bringing residents of the Blue Ridge Mountains to the 
infirmary for inoculations and regular dental and doctor's visits, and 
providing a focus for their religious lives. 15 As the school's report in 
1936 stated, "considering difficulties connected with isolation and local 
prejudice, to say nothing of most meagre financial support. the scho 1 grew 
amazingly," and had reached an enrollment of two hundred students. 18 

The building program at the school began almost immediately after the end 
of the school's first term in 1910. Neve Hall, a classroom and dormitory 
hall, and Richmond Hall, a large frame clas room and assembly building were 
the first major structures to be built.lg There was also a large and 
modern infirmary, a laundry and a refectory. Accommodations for the 
students were rather less grand, however. In 1922 the Virginia Churchman 
reported: "Many of the houses are rimitive shacks that have been added 
onto, with but few or no comforts." ' When Richmond Hall burned in 1918, 
it was replaced three years later by Mayo Hall, a large frame building with 
central steeple and belfry, designed by the Richmond firm of Baskerville 
and Lambert. It served a variety of purposes until demo1 ished around 1966. 

Writing in 1924, Rev. Mayo declared: "We have always felt the need of a 
chapel, but never so strongly as now." l9 Although the school built two 
small mission chapels, at Haneytown and Lydi students were forced to hold 
their own religious services in Neve Hall. ?jb Mayo began planning for a 
chapel, to be named in honor of Bishop Robert A. Gibson, the following 
year: "It will be built of native stone, and the work will be done by the 
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students, people of the community, and the teachers."?l The school reports 
for 1926 and 1927 contained urgent appeals for donations for the erection 
of a chapel, estimated to cost $8,000, and a small building fund was 
established in 1926. 

Although both Neve and Mayo desired the services of a well-known architect 
for the design of this chapel, they undoubtedly realized that this was 
beyond the school's limited financial means. According to one source 
however, Neve suggested writing to Boston architect Ralph Adams Cram, 
asking if he could spare sketches for a chapel that could be built with 
local labor and  material^.^^ 
Although the wheareabouts of this correspondence is not known, the chapel 
is definitely known to have been designed by Cram. It is listed as job 
number d670 (designed in 1928) in the job files of his office, along with a 
drawing of the chapel, entitled "Chapel for the Blue Ridge Industrial 
School." 23  The drawing differs from the present appearance of the chapel 
only in the placement of the transept on the west instead of the south. 
There are several other recorded instances of Cram donating designs for a 
chapel or even a large church to a struggling religious institution, 
convent or hospital. The actual execution of the design was then left to a 
local supervising architect, in this case Charlottesville architect 
Stanislaus Makielski. 

Ralph Adams Cram (1863-1942) was, and still is, considered one of the 
premier American architects of the first half of the twentieth century, and 
is best known as the country's leading designer of ecclesiastical and 
collegiate buildings in the Gothic Revival style. Largely self-taught, 
Cram had acquired his love of Gothic architecture during several trips to 
Europe in the 1880s. In 1914 he became head of the Architecture Department 
at M.1.T and was the author of more than twelve books and numerou articles 
on the Gothic style and its applicability to modern a r c h i t e c t ~ r e . ~ ~  He and 
his firm Cram, Goodhue & Ferguson were prolific designers of 
ecclesiastical, institutional , and collegiate buildings (mostly in New 
England), and was a leading and influential paractitioner of the Collegiate 
Gothic style of architecture in this country while serving as architect for 
Princeton University between 1907 and 1929. 

The long list of the firm's commissions included designs for the chapels at 
West Point and Princeton; the campuses of Rice Institute, Sweetbrier 
College, and several buildings at Wheaton College; Grace Cathedral in San 
Francisco; Grace Hall at William's College; the chapel at Choate School; 
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the Maryland Cathedral of the Incarnation in Baltimore; St. Paul's 
Cathedral in New York City; the Hal ifax (Canada) Anglican Cathedral ; and 
the Church of the Holy Trinity in Havana, Cuba. Perhaps the culmination of 
Cram's architectural career was the design of the Cathedral of St. John the 
Divine in New York City. Known works by Cram in Virginia are few: besides 
the Gibson Chapel at the Blue Ridge Industrial School, only the Georgian 
Revival campus at Sweetbrier College, the War Memorial Carillon in 
Richmond, and the small ioilection of Gothic buildings at Westhampto 
College (now part of the University of Richmond), are attributed to him. 2 9 
Although he is best known for his large-scale commissions, Cram also could 
turn his talents to the design of small, intimate Gothic-style chapels. 
Two small chapels with which Gibson Chapel has been compared are the 
cemetery chapel at Nahant, Massachusetts, and the chapel for the Sisters of 
St. Anne, at Arlington Heights, Massachusetts. Both chapels, depicted in 
an article that Cram submitted to Architecture Maqazine in 1922, featured 
the use of local materials, and the reli nce "on form and proportion to the 
almost total exclusion of ornament." q6 Cram, in describing the two 
chapels, stressed that they were essentially astylar and were instead 
representative of the "instinctive work of untrained men, who under the 
impulse of a new religious energy, went to work to build 
straightforwardly." 2 7  The design for Gibson Chapel was undoubtedly 
influenced by these two contemporary chapels. particularly in their use of 
rough. uncut stone on both the exterior and interior, exposed beams and 
rafters, the lack of major transepts or side-aisles, and a coordinated 
decorating scheme. 

The cornerstone for the chapel was laid on August 14, 1929. Work on the 
chapel proceeded slowly, due to the fact that it was built entirely by 
local and student labor, which often had to be diverted to other building 
projects. The school's report in 1929 stated that the "foundation and 
cellar of the Chapel (were) built, and walls constructed nearly to the top 
of the windows. These w 11s are two feet thick and built of native rock, 
laid in cement mortar. "2a In 1930, the report added that, "Work on the 
chapel was advanced rapidly until July 1, when all the workmen had to be 
transferred to other projects more urgently needed.'2g 

The consecration of the chapel on May 29, 1932 was described in an issue of 
the Southern Churchman: 

The Chapel, the cornerstone of which was laid in 1929, has been 
completed within the past year. It is a memorial to the Right Rev. 
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Robert A.  Gibson. The b u i l d i n g  was designed by M r .  Ralph Cram, w e l l -  
known Boston A rch i t ec t ,  who gave h i s  serv ices  i n  the i n t e r e s t  o f  t he  
work being done by the school.  It i s  o f  n a t i v e  stone, a l l  o f  t h e  work 
having been done by l o c a l  workmen and students. The i n t e r i o r  i s  
charac ter ized  by a  b e a u t i f u l  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  o u t l i n e .  A l t a r ,  g l l p i t ,  and 
l e c t e r n  are b u i l t  o f  the same rough gray  stone as the wa l l s .  

Since i t s  construcr ion.  the chapel has remained v i r t u a l l y  unchanged. 
Fo l low ing  a  windstorm i n  l a t e  1932 t h a t  blew out  the window over t h e  a l t a r ,  
a  spec ia l  c o l l e c t i o n  fund d r i v e  r a i s e d  t h e  $250 t o  replace the  window w i t h  
t h e  present  one. Many of the f i x t u r e s ,  i nc lud ing  crosses, communion 
p l a t e s ,  hymn board, and two o t h e r  windows were presented as g i f t s  by 
va r i ous  graduat ing  classes i n  t he  e a r l y  and mid 1 9 3 0 s . ~ ~  

A n o t a t i o n  i n  t he  minutes o f  t he  Board o f  Trustees meeting on January 19, 
1931, recorded t h a t  "Mr. Mayo recommended t h a t  a  permanent home f o r  t he  
Superintendent should be erected f o r  about $8000."32 C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  
a r c h i t e c t  S tan is laus  Makie lsk i  was h i r e d  t o  p rov ide  the designs f o r  t h e  new 
b u i l d i n g ,  which was completed i n  e a r l y  1934. Again, both l o c a l  l a b o r  and 
m a t e r i a l s  were used. The b u i l d i n g  o n l y  served a few years as a  res idence 
f o r  t he  Headmaster, before i t  was conver ted f o r  use as a  d o r m i t o r y  and 
classroom. I n  1953 the house was renovated f o r  use exc lus i ve l y  as a  g i r l ' s  
do rm i to ry  and was dedicated i n  a  spec ia l  ceremony t o  Martha Bagby B a t t l e ,  
one o f  the school 's  major benefactresses and founder o f  t he  New York 
Auxi 1  i ary  f o r  E l  ue Ridge School. 33 

S tan i s laus  J. Makie lsk i  (1893-1969), supe rv i s i ng  a r c h i t e c t  f o r  t h e  Gibson 
Chapel, and designer o f  B a t t l e  House, was born i n  Ind iana o f  P o l i s h  
paren ts .  A f t e r  b r i e f l y  a t tend ing  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Notre Dame, he took  h i s  
degree i n  a r c h i t e c t u r e  from the U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  i n  1922. From 1919, 
even w h i l e  a  student a t  the U n i v e r s i t y ,  u n t i l  1955, he was a  member o f  t h e  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  f a c u l t y  a t  U.Va. and p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  several commissions w i t h  
o t h e r  members o f  the f a c u l t y .  They i nc luded  Sidney Fiske K imba l l ,  w i t h  whom 
he designed Memorial Gymnasium a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  completed i n  
1924. Among the  many bu i l d i ngs  t h a t  he designed i n  C h a r l o t t e s v i l l e  were 
t h e  Phi Kappa Psi f r a t e r n i t y  house (1928), t he  Beta Theta P i  house, and t h e  
Dulaney House (1929) on Rugby Road, a  two -s to ry  b r i c k  house w i t h  e labo ra te  
Georgian Reviva l  d e t a i l i n g .  I n  Albemarle County he designed t h e  two 
C lass i ca l  R e v i v a l - s t y l e  Rinehar t  houses on I v y  Road (now the  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  
T e x t i l e  Technology and Kappa Sigma Headquarters) as we l l  as e  vernacu la r  
Goth ic  Revival  A l l  Saints  Episcopal chapel, near Stony Po in t .  $9 
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His design for the Headmaster's house at Blue Ridge School was undoubtedly 
influenced by that of the nearby Gibson chapel, with which it shares many 
similarities. Like the chapel, the house exhibits a high degree of 
craftsmanship and a sophisticated appreciation of Gothic forms and 
proportions, while skillfully adapting them to modern uses. 

Yakielski had a long professional association with Blue Ridge Industrial 
Schooi. designing the stone entrance gates (a gift of the graduating class 
sf 1941), two boys' dormitories (no longer standing), the post office and 
chapiains's cottage (both built in the late 1930s), all built of native 
st0ne.3~ Because these buildings are located at some considerable distance 
from the chapel and house, and are surrounded by more modern buildings, 
they have not been included in the nomination. 

The character of Blue Ridge School began to change by the late 1930s. The 
opening of the Shenandoah National Park and Skyline Drive (with the 
consequent removal of many of the former mountain families), and the 
construction of new and better roads through the hollows, ended much of the 
former isolation that the Blue Ridge School had been founded to ameliorate. 
The end of the era of the "one-room schoolhouse" and the consolidation of 
the public school systems in Greene and Madison counties also allowed 
students to attend public schools instead of Blue Ridge. By 1940 the 
school dropped the word "Industrial" from its name (giving as its reason 
:he negative and penal associations of the word for the general public). 
it also began to draw its students from broken homes in urban areas, as 
well as welfare charges in rural areas outside of central Virginia. In 
1961 the Trustees decided that the school no longer fulfilled its original 
nission and decided to close it.36 In 1962, however, the school was 
reopened as a boy's preparatory school, only loosely affiliated with the 
Episcopal Church. It is still the only private school in Greene County. 

The Battle House is still used as the Headmaster's residence at Blue Ridge 
School. The chapel, although still owned by the Episcopal Diocese, is used 
primarily for non-denominational school services, as well as weddings and 
christenings. 
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Gibson Chapel and Battle House. Blue Ridge Seh~ol  
Greene County, V i a  

Verbal Boundary Description 

The boundary of the nominated property is delineated by the polygon whose vertices are marked by the 
following UTM reference points: A 17/713680/4238050, B 17/713780/4238120, C 17/713820/4238050, 
and D 17/713740/4238000. 

Boundary Justification 

As shown on the accompanying sketch maps, the nominated resources are separated spatially from other 
buildings on the campus of the Blue Ridge School, as well as in terms of period of construction, use of 
materials, and architectural style. The boundaries were drawn using the edges of distinct man-made 
features such as the parking lot, driveway, and pond, as well as the visually significant forest edge to the 
rear of both the chapel and the house. 
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