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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Glennmary i s  a Greek Revival-style residence erected between 1837 and 1840 by the 

Glenn family of Halifax County. Surrounded by a spacious e s t a t e  a t  the end of a long 
drive off  heavily traveled Route 58, the brick dwelling i s  a two-and-one-half-story. side-
hall-plan house covered by a gable roof. 

The three-bay (south) facade is  dominated by a handsome, one-story pedimented Greek 
Doric port ico set on a recently constructed brick podium. The port ico she l t e r s  a 
rectangular transom-light entry which r e t a ins  i t s  or iginal  paneled door and is framed by a 
simple architrave.  Fenestration consis ts  of the or iginal  9/9 hung-sash windows framed by 
simple wooden architraves.  The or iginal  louvered shut ters  flank the  windows on a l l  
elevations. The windows a r e  capped by wooden l i n t e l s  with corner blocks. Executed i n  
very beaut i ful  Flemish bond, the  brickwork re ta ins  iwpain ted  jo in ts  and o ld  red wash. A 
one-and-one-half-story, one-bay wing projects  t o  the west of the facade. The wing's 
fenestration is  s imilar  t o  t h a t  found on the main house with the exception of 6/6 hung-sash 
dormer windows found on the  north and south eievations. 

The r ea r  (north) elevation is s imilar  t o  the south with the  exclusion of the portico. 
The wing contains a rear  entrance framed by simple wooden architrave t r i m .  With the 
exception of a s ide  entrance, the eas t  elevatiorl remains unpierced. A one-story porch, 
added a t  a l a t e r  date ,  e x i s t s  i n  a s t a t e  of deterioration. Both main gables a r e  i n  the 
form of Tuscan pediments with t h e  cornices extending across the front  and rear  elevations. 

The i n t e r i o r  of Glennmary is  noteworthy for  i t s  finely executed s t a i r  and woodwork. 
Dominating the h a l l  is a single-run, open-well s t a i r  which ascends t o  the second floor.  
The s t a i r  features  carved paneled spandrels, sawn-scroll brackets, rectangular balusters ,  
and a f ine ly  turned newel post. The doorways i n  the h a l l  and throughout the  house have 
simple archi t rave t r i m .  Both the f i r s t -  and second-floor rooms contain highly s tyl ized 
Greek Revival mantels. The mantels were derived from Asher enj jam in's The Pract ical  House 
Carpenter, which w a s  f i r s t  published i n  Boston i n  1830. Although lacking the  f r e t s ,  the  
f i r s t - f loo r  par lor  mantels would appear t o  be var ia t ions of Benjamin's "chimney-piece", 
p l a t e  51. The mantel on the f i r s t  f loor  of the wing i s  an exact copy of Benjamin's 
"chimney-piece", p l a t e  49, while the one found on the second f loor  i n  the southeast chamber 
duplicates Benjamin's p l a t e  50. The or ig ina l  paneled doors re ta in ,  i n  various s t a t e s ,  
t he i r  o r ig ina l  graining. 

* 

Glennmary i s  fortunate i n  the preservation of a number of 19th-century frame outbuild- 
ings. The surviving s t ruc tures  include slave quarters,  a log cabin, a smokehouse, and 
sheds. The e s t a t e  had a t  one time been extensively landscaped, a s  evidenced by the or iginal  
shrubs and t r e e s  which survive i n  an overgrown s t a t e .  

RCC . 
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

The nominated property consis ts  of 52 acres and is a small portion of the or iginal  
Glenn es ta te .  It i s  drawn t o  include the drive,  which terminates i n  an avenue of high 
boxwood. Outbuildings a r e  included within the nominated area. The area includes the s i t e  

of the former gardens, walks, and remnants of the orchards. The property is  bounded on the- 

South by Route 58 and on t h e  e a s t  and west by p a r a l l e l  l i nes  t h a t  follow the drive and 
include pa r t  of a contour l i ne  (350). It i s  bounded on the north by the same contour l i ne  

tha t  separates the land from the r ive r  basin and defines a natural  plateau upon which the 
house sits. 
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SPECIFIC DATES 1837 - 1840 	 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Dabney Cosby 

STATEMENT OF SlGNlFlCANCE 
Glennmary, a Hal i fax  County residence,  s tands  a s  one of t h e  more noteworthy expressions 

of Greek Revival a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n  Southside Virgin ia .  Although b u i l t  on a spacious country 
e s t a t e  on t h e  Dan River,  t h e  house resembles i n  its facade and p lan  t h e  more urbane town 
houses found i n  Richmond and Petersburg.  Erected by t h e  Glenn family i n  1837-1840, t h e  
house i s  a well-documented example of  t h e  work of  Dabney Cosby, one of  Thomas J e f f e r s o n ' s  
master b u i l d e r s  a t  t h e  Universi ty of Virgin ia .  

The Glennmary estate was formerly t h e  proper ty  of James Anderson Glenn, a very 
successful  Hal i fax  merchant o f t h e  l a t e  18th  and e a r l y  19th cen tu r i e s .  When Glenn died i n  
1812, h i s  wife rece ived a l i f e  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  8324-acre t r a c t ,  known as "Glenn's o l d  
s t o r e " ;  an adjo in ing 1000 a c r e s  was re t a ined  by h e r  u n t i l  h e r  death i n  1846. The remainder 
of Glenn's holdings was he ld  i n  t r u s t  u n t i l  1823, when h i s  ch i ld ren  received t h e i r  share  of 
about 1330 ac res .  H i s  son Archibald, t h e  b u i l d e r  of  Glennmary, i n h e r i t e d  203 3/4 a c r e s  on 
t h e  Dan River p l u s  an adjoin ing 80-acre t r a c t .  I n  1826 when he  was 21 years  o l d  and t h e  
s o l e  surviv ing son, Archibald reassembled from o t h e r  h e i r s  846% a c r e s  o f  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  
former e s t a t e  t r a c t .  By 1839 t h e  t a x  books l i s t e d  h i s  holdings a s  1016 3/4 a c r e s  loca ted  on 
t h e  Dan River. This  acreage comprised t h e  e s t a t e  on which Glenn b u i l t  h i s  res idence ,  
Glennmary. 

According t o  t h e  t a x  book of  1839, t h e  Glenn proper ty  had a bu i ld ing  value o f  $2700 wit 
the  annotat ion "improvements increased."  The t a x  book e n t r y  is  corroborated by e n t r i e s  i n  
Dabney Cosby's account book f o r  1837-1838, when Cosby l i s t e d  t h e  following work f o r  Archibal 
Glenn: "To bu i ld ing  house a s  p r .  contract";  "To a d d i t i o n a l  work done t o  wing of  house"; 
"To bui ld ing k i t chen  a s  pr .  contract";  and, "Se t t l ed  and del ivered  t o  M r .  A. Glenn's house 
t h i s  day and received h i s  note  payable on demand ($633.75) f o r  t h e  balance." The t a x  book 
of 1840 shows an  inc rease  i n  bu i ld ing  value t o  $5080. This  amount, which remained unchangei 
throughout Glenn's l i f e t i m e ,  r e f l e c t s  t h e  value of  t h e  house upon completion. Dabney Cosby' 
r e c e i p t  t o  Glenn, "By payment i n  f u l l  of a l l  demands up t o  t h i s  da te  15th  December 1840," 
is t h e  l a s t  e n t r y  t o  Glenn i n  h i s  account book. 

Dabney Cosby (1779-1862). t h e  b u i l d e r  of Glennmary, i s  f i r s t  recorded i n  an a rch i t ec -
t u r a l  capaci ty  when he  wrote Thomas Je f fe r son  from Staunton on December 18 ,  1818, o f f e r i n g  

. 	h i s  s e r v i c e s  a s  a b r i c k l a y e r  and brickmaker. H i s  l e t t e r s  of  recommendation r e f e r r e d  t o  him 
a s  a "gentlemanW,indicat ing h i s  s t a t u s  i n  Staunton. I n  t h e  sp r ing  of  1819, Cosby submitted 
h i s  terms f o r  making and l a y i n g  b r i c k s  and subsequently worked on t h e  Universi ty o f  Virginia.  
I n  1828, t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  having been completed, Cosby became a master bui lder .  H e  e rec tcd  
and repa i red  houses, chimneys, s t a b l e s ,  and courthouses i n  t h e  coun t i e s  of  Buckingham, 
Goochland, Halifax, and Sussex. H e  eventual ly  was a s s i s t e d  by h i s  son,  Dabney Minor Cosby, 
Jr. (1813-1898). Cosby's s k i l l  a s  a b u i l d e r  i s  evident  i n  t h e  f i n e  q u a l i t y  design and 
workmanship of Glennmary. A notable  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  t h c  house is  i t s  l a rge  s c a l e  and 
exceil t ionally l a r g e  windows. 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) I 
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STATE HISTORICPRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
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THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN T H E  STATE IS 

NATIONAL - STATE- X 
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AS t h e  designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665).1 

Tucker H i l l ,  Executive Di rec to r  
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8. SIGNIFICANCE I 
Although built on a sizeable country estate, Glennmary derives its prototype from 

the side-hall-plantown house rather than the more monumental plantation house. Indeed, 
the builder's sources of inspiration for the interior were the more urban-oriented 
pattern books of the time and included Asher Benjamin's House Carpenter 
(Boston, 1830) as a source for the mantels and Owen Biddle's The Young Carpenter's 

Assistant (Philadelphia, 1810) as inspiration for the stair. The University of Virginia's 

influence on Cosby is manifest by the sophistication of the brickwork and also in the 

exterior wood trim. The entrance is graced by a dwarf Greek Revival portico, and the 

architrave trim bears a Tuscan simplicity favored by Jefferson and used extensively 

throughout the University. 


The property is owned by Robert F. Caqe of South Boston who hopes to restore the 

house and grounds. 


10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 


line N, E, S, SW, then S for a total of approximately 3800'; thence extending 1300' S 

to N side of U.S. Route 58; thence following said side of said route 600' W to point of 

origin. 







