
10-300 
(July 1969) 

UNlTED DEPARTMEMT 
NATIONAL P A R <  5ERYICE 

NATIONAL R E G l S T E R  HISTORIC PLACES 
INVEHTORY NOMlNATlQH F C I ~  VP; ~ S C ONLY 

- coeplete app l i cdb je  
--. - -giz- " ' " " '  

C OM\AOt4. 

1 Hanover - -  I I A N D ; O R  H I S T O R I C !  I 

das t  U.S. R t .  with - .  Comtv Rt. 1006 
I O R  

? Wanover - - 
S T R E E T  N U M R E R :  1 

lCheck 

Dis t r i c r  ~ ~ : l d i ~ ~  

fl a S~ructlrre 

5 OSjec~ 

OH T O W N :  

+ -.  TITLE OF 

h ~ m e r i c a n I1 phoroI 
o n r ~  D F  B U R V C Y :  1934 A2 Ftderol  0 Stotc [J CountV a L o c a l  

d E P O S t T 3 R Y  SblR b b E Y  

QwMERSHIP 

w ; ~ i b r a r y  P f i g t n h E h o t o g r a p h s ~  1 ; 1 1 
A N 0  

rn l 

(Check On? More as Approprirts)  
- - 

1 1 Aqricvlrurol Gowernmenr a n Trmnsporration a Cornmanis 

Comrnereiol C] IndustrEol rl, Privott Rrr;d,nce n @her ( S p e c i f y )  

Educational 3 l l tury 0 Relisious -. 
Milseum s c l e n r r f ~ c  

WNER 

s'4PUc 

- 
O W N L F ' h  

Hanove~ 

ACCFSST B L  E 

Y e s -  

Rsstrdctad 

Unrsatri:ttd 

No 

El Public 

Private - 

A N 9  NUUSER.  

C l T Y  TOWN; - F i T 7 F f / i T 

Hanover - -- -. --- 
Virginia  

,O?AY~O~TQF ~ E C A ~ O ~ ~ C R I P T I O N  ---,. - .., - -  - - 
C O 1 J R T H O U 5 E .  R E G I S T R Y  OFEDS.  4 -  I n 

IR 
-I 

-I 

Public AcquisijFon: O c c ~ ~ i c d  

I U In Proesss 

1 

- 
0 p 
I 
m 

C I T *  O w  T O W N f  

Washington 

CJ 
Z 
< 

J 

1-1 50th I 8ming Cvnsidsrad 

- 

S T P T E :  

Precervot ton  wark 
p r o g r s a 5  

D.6. 

Form STATES OF THE 

O F  
- F O R M  

( T y p e  all entries sections) 

--.-------* 
I 

County Courthouse 

s ide  o f  301 a t  its intersection 

0
County Courthouse z 

R N C  

I 

C A T E G O R Y  

One)--
a 

Sire 

PRESENT USE ar 

Pork 

Mi ---
a Entertainment a ---.-

OF PROPERTY 
N A M E  

County 

TO THE PUBLIC 

S T R E E T  

O R  

23069 

. 
C F  L T C  

Unoccupied 

3 
i n  

C I T Y  

S U R V E Y  :  

Survey. 
.-

FOR RECORDS. 

3of Congress, Division of 
S T R E E T  N U M B E R .  

I 
I 
I 

r
C O P E  



(1 Exc.ll.nl )L);Good [-I Fai r  I ~ ~ !  D.t.riorn1.d r1 Ruins !-I Un.xpos.d 1 CONOITION . .~~~ ~ - 
(CBVC'L OrbvJ ( rhrc ,h  On.) 

g AI1.rad Ll Una1t.r.d I 1 Mared O~lloinel Site 

DESCRIBE T% P R E S E N T  *NO O R l G l N A L  (if knau.nJ PnY3!c&L A P P E A R A N C E  

Hanover Courthouse i s  a one-story T-shaped brick s t ruc ture  with 
a high hipped roof and modillioned cornice surrounding the en t i r e  
building. I t s  most distinguishing feature  i s  t he  beaut i ful ly  
executed five-bay wide front  arcade. The walls a r e  of brick l a id  
i n  Flemish bond with glazed headers and there  a r e  three i n t e r io r  end 
chimneys, one located a t  the end of each arm: 

The front  o r  west elevation is about 55 f ee t  or  five-bays wide and 
28 f e e t  deep, including the 13-foot-deep arcaded porch. The rear  
cen t ra l  arm is about 32 f ee t  or  four-bays deep and 27 fee t  or  two- 
bays wide. The courtroom occupied the e n t i r e  long central  arm and 
is flanked by a room for  t he  judge on one s ide  and a jury room on 
the other. Each of these two small 14-foot-square rooms has a corner 
f i replace.  

L i t t l e  a l tered,  Hanover Courthouse is i n  very good condition and is 
s t i l l  used f o r  i ts  or iginal  purpose. 
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Hanover Courthouse i s  a very f i n e  and well-preserved a rch i t ec tu ra ;  
example of a type  o f  courthouse bui ld ing  widely used i n  Virg in ia  
i n  t h e  18th  century.  The one-story T-shaped b r i c k  s t r u c t u r e  was 
erec ted  around 1735. Pa t r i ck  Henry first came i n t o  prominence 
where he success fu l ly  pleaded t h e  Parson's Cause i n  Hanover Courthouse 
i n  December 1763. Henry l i v e d  across  t h e  road f o r  some time a t  t he  
s t i l l  extant  Hanover Tavern, which h i s  father- in-law John Shelton 
acquired i n  1760. 

I History  

Hanover County was crea ted  by an a c t  of t h e  Virg in ia  Assembly from 
t h e  western p a r t  of New Kent County i n  1720 and t h e  e x i s t i n g  courthouse 
was b u i l t  nea r  t h e  c e n t e r  of Hanover County around 1735. 

Pa t r i ck  Henry first came i n t o  prominence where he success fu l ly  pleaded 
t h e  Parson's  Cause i n  Hanover Courthouse i n  December 1763. The 
e a r l y  19th-century small b r i ck  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  and t h e  s tone  j a i l  
t y p i c a l  o f  a small  Virg in ia  Courthouse group a r e  nearby. 

Hanover Courthouse has been i n  continuous use  s i n c e  i t s  cons t ruc t ion  
and i s  s t i l l  u t i l i z e d  f o r  i t s  o r i g i n a l  purpose. The bui ld ing  is  
open t o  v i s i t o r s .  
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