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1 CONDITION CHECK O N E  CHECK ONE 

LUNALTERED X-ORIGINALSITE 
ALTERED -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Clover Lea, a Greek Revival-style residence, i s  conspicuously s i tua ted  on a spacious 
e s t a t e  south of t h e  Pamunkey River on Route 629 i n  Hanover County. Erected i n  1845-1846, 
the brick dwelling is  a two-story, side-hall-plan house containing f ine  Greek Revival-style 
de ta i l ing  on both its i n t e r i o r  and exterior.  

Se t  on a high basement, the f ron t  (south) elevation is l a i d  i n  s t r e t che r  bond. The 
three-bay facade is dominated by a two-story, Tuscan-inspired port ico which consis ts  of 
Six massive square wooden columns supported by brick piers.  The two columns towards e i ther  
end are  paired for 'v i sua l  strengthening of the portico.  A wood l a t t i c e  decorates the 
portico on t h e  f i r s t  s tory.  A f ine ly  worked entablature w i t h  a denticulated cornice runs 
the  e n t i r e  length of the  south elevation. The portico she l te rs  a transom 'and s ide l igh t  
doorway which r e t a ins  its or ig ina l  paneled door. Fenestration consis ts  of t h e  or ig ina l  
6/6 hung-sash windows framed by simple wooden architraves. Louvered wooden shu t t e r s  flank 
the windows on a l l  elevations. A shallow hipped roof covers t h e  s t ructure .  

The r ea r  (north) elevation of three bays i s  l a i d  i n  common bond, a s  a re  the  s ide  
elevations. This elevation is dominated by a one-story porch w i t h  a gallery on t h e  second 
story. The gal lery replaces an earlier smaller porch. Fenestration on the  garden e l eva t io~  
duplicates t h a t  found on the  f ront  and consis ts  of 6/6 hung-sash with louvered shut ters .  
A cent ra l ly  positioned rear  entrance r e t a ins  i t s  or ig ina l  paneled door. 

The e a s t  and west elevations a r e  similar i n  appearance, both containing two bays. 
Fenestration consis ts  of 6/6 hung-sash windows on the f i r s t  and second s to r i e s  and 3/3 hung. 
sash a t  the  basement level .  

/' 

The i n t e r i o r  of Clover Lea contains exceptional Greek Revival detai l ing.  Especially 
noteworthy is t h a t  i n  the  h a l l  and southeast par lor .  Dominatingthe h a l l i s  an open-well 
s t a i r  which ascends t o  the  second f loor .  The s t a i r  has paneled spandrels, s ty l i zed  
carved-scroll brackets, rectangular balusters ,  and a f inely turned newel post. A much l e s s  
elaborate s t a i r  leads t o  the basement. The doorways i n  the h a l l  and par lor  a r e  impressive 
and consis t  of Doric p i l a s t e r s  which support a Greek f r e t  f r i eze ,  egg-and-dart ovolo, and 
a ramped cornice. The par lor  contains a simple Greek-style black marble mantel. In  
comparison t o  the  f ront  rooms, the rear  chambers contain simple wooden architraves.  The 
doors and windows on the  second f loor  a re  l e s s  elaborate than those on the f i r s t ,  and the 
pr incipal  second-floor chambers contain f lu ted  symmetrical archi t rave t r i m  with corner 
blocks. 

The grounds around Clover Lea r e t a in  much of t h e i r  19th-century plantings,  and a 
formal garden is found a t  the rear  of the house. A small carriage barn is the only surviv- 
ing outbuilding. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: 

The nominated property consists of 18 acres. It is a small f rac t ion  of the  or iginal  
e s t a t e  of Bassett 's  19th-century home. The boundaries a re  drawn t o  include the f ront  yard 
of the house and the rear  gardens, along w i t h  su i tab leyard  acreage on the e a s t  and west. 
The nominated acreage preserves t h e  t r ees  and shrubs planted i n  the 19th century. The 

property i s  bounded on the south by Route 629. It i s  bounded on the north by a l i n e  drawn 
t o  include the  rear  gardens. It i s  bounded on the eas t  and west by p a r a l l e l  l i n e s  t h a t  
define the  present house s i t e  and give some semblance of its 19th-century character.  

RCC 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Dramatically s i tua ted  on spacious grounds of broad lawns and o ld  t rees ,  Clover Lea 

presents an idealized p ic ture  of a Southern antebellum country residence. With i ts t a l l  
portico,  high-ceiling rooms, and handsome woodwork, the house is  a f i n e  specimen of the 
Greek Revival s ty l e ,  and although not large compared t o  houses of the  deep South, it has th 
s t a t e l y  air inherent i n  the  Grecian mode. Erected i n  1845-46 by George Washington Bassett,  
the  place is a l so  the  terminus of the  migratory settlement pa t te rn  of  t h i s  prominent Tide- 

! water family a f t e r  f i v e  generations i n  Virginia. 

I W i l l i a m  Bassett,  the progenitor of the family, came t o  Virginia from England in  the 
th i rd  quarter  of the 17th century. He patented considerable amounts of land i n  New Kent 

! County on the south s ide  of the Pamunkey and York Rivers i n  1664, 1669, and 1682. Hisson 
i William Bassett  i s  f i r s t  found i n  land records when he became the owner of 2048 acres i n  
i New Kent on, "s.s. Pamunkey; adjacent Col. Bacon; 23  April 1688 ...g ranted t o  Capt. Wm. 
I 
I 

Bassett. h i s  fa ther ,  29 April 1687. .." Bassett is recorded as 'acquiring another patent i n  
I 1695 consisting of 1086 acres i n  New Kent "on Pamunkey River, from the  new dwelling house 

1 ,  
of sa id  Bassett,  t o  the mouth of sd. r i ve r ,  and t o  h i s  house ca l led  the  brick house where 
the county court was formerly held..." This property including the  new dwelling house, 
Eltham, descended t o  h i s  son Burwell Bassett,  a brother-in-law of George Washington. Paten 
records reveal t h a t  Bumell  Bassett  acquired additional land i n  New Kent, and the f i r s t  
Hanover land t ax  book i n  1782 charges him with 900 acres. The following year h i s  Hanover 
holdings increased t o  1264 acres. Upon the death of Burwell, the property was inheri ted by 
h i s  son John. John Bassett  died i n  1826, and h i s  son George Washington Bassett. t h e  builde 
of Clover Lea, inheri ted a l l  the  land charged t o  h i s  fa ther  i n  the land tax book of  1825. 

George Washington Bassett  married Betty Burnett Lewis and l ived on Lewis land u n t i l  
1830, a t  which time the  family moved t o  Eltham, the  old Bassett  homestead i n  New Kent. The 
family then moved t o  Hanover County, where the Bassett family holdings had increased t o  
1428 3/4 acres. Bassett continued t o  add t o  the family land by purchasing two adjoining 
t r a c t s  of land i n  1844-45. Here he b u i l t  Clover Lea t o  accommodate the  needs of a growing 
family. 

Architecturally,  Clover Lea i l l u s t r a t e s  how Greek Revival-style archi tecture  was 
.. adapted for  the  country residences of the landholding gentry. Such regional character is t ic :  

a s  a low hip roof and high basement represent features  t h a t  a r e  especially su i ted  t o  the 
climatic and domestic needs of the South. The side-hall  plan and masterful treatment of t h ~  
i n t e r i o r  woodwork suggest the  s k i l l  of a competent architect-builder.  

The house has many pa ra l l e l s  with Richmond townhouses of the  period and may indeed hav~ 
been designed by a Richmond arch i tec t .  Its most s t r ik ing  pa ra l l e l s  with the cap i t a l ' s  
houses a re  the refined de ta i l ing ,  compact proportions, and a flat-roofed portico shel ter ing 
the e n t i r e  facade, 

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 
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 GEOGRAPHICAL DATA . . 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 18 acres 
UTM REFERENCES 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Beginning a t  a point  7.00' N of Route 629 and approximately 950' & of intersect ion of 
Routes 629 and 732 and approximately, 50' W of pr iva te  drive; thence extending 700' S t o  
N s ide  of Route 629; thence extending100O1 W along N s ide  of said route; thence.extending 
800' N through wooded area;' thence, extending 1000' E t o  point of or igin.  
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 STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
1 

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS 

NATIONAL - STATE 2- LOCAL- 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89.665). 1 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

"'"Service, 

Tucker H i l l  Executive Director 

G?O (192-453 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

Clover Lea passed out  of the  Bassett family by the end of the 19th century 
and i s  presently owned by D r .  Allan B. Cady, who is restor ing the  house. The 
grounds around Clover Lea r e t a in  a s ign i f icant  portion of 19th-century t r e e  and 
shrub plantings,  including a crape myrtle arbor i n  the rear .  
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