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T H E  V P C S E N T  A N 0  ORIG INAL  ( I f  known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

'Illc. l iny sr1l lemcnL a t  l lanover C o u r t  llorlse h a s  changed l i t t l e  i n  
s i zt. clr ~ ~ ~ ) L ' ; I ~ : I I I c cs i n c e  Llle e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Some t w e n t i e t h  
ccn i l l ry  ct>nrmcrcial development h a s  o c c u r r e d  a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  edge  o f  t h e  
v i l e ,  I l r l L  t h i s  growth h a s  had l i t t l e  v i s u a l  impact  on t h e  h i s t o r i c  c o r e .  
711c most 11andsomc and least a l t e r e d  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  is from t h e  
so11111wi~ererrom a h o ~ ~ ta n ~ i l ed i s L a n r  t h e r e  is  a n  u n s p o i l e d  v i s t a  o f  t h e  
s m a l l  c l u s t e r  of b i ~ i l d i n g sand t a l l  t r e c s  s e t  on t h c  c r e s t  o f  a r i d g e .  
S ~ i ~ r o ~ ~ t ~ diiig i l l i s  c l u s t e r  arc open f i e l d s .  The f o c a l  p o i n t  Lor i h e  v i l l a g e  
i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  ilhc ramcn'~s c o l o n i a l  c o u r t  h o u s e ,  b u i l t  a round  1735. It 
s ~ n n d sn e a r  r l l c ' e a s t c r n  edge o f  t h e  c o u r t  house  g r e e n  - a broad lawn d o t t e d  
w i t 1 1  sllade t r e e s  and l>oxwoods, b o r d e r e d  on t h e  east and n o r t h  s i d e s  by a n  
e a r l y  b r i c k  w a l l .  Cons idered  t h e  c l a s s i c  example o f  c o l o n i a l  V i r g i n i a  
c o c ~ r c11o11scd e s i g r ~ ,  t h e  T - s i ~ a p c d ,  h i p p e d  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e  is l a i d  i n  Flemish 
Ilond w i t h  g l a z e d  l ~ e a d e r sand i s  f r o n t e d  by a f i v e - b a y  b r i c k  a r c a d e .  The 
r c a r  o f  t h e  11ui l d i n g  may o r i g i n a l l y  have  had a n  a p s i d a l  end s imilar  t o  t h a t  
on t h e  o l d  i s l e  o f  Wight c o u r t  house  b u t  t h e  end h a s  been e x t e n d e d  and i s  
now r e c  t a n g i ~ l a r .  

F l a n k i n g  rile c o u r t  house  o n  t h e  s o u t h  is a n  o l d  j a i l ,  a n e a r l y .  
s q u a r e  l i u i l d i n g  c o v e r e d  by a pyramida l  r o o f .  The l a r g e  s t o n e s  o f  i t s  w a l l s  
were q u a r r i e d  from t h e  n e a r b y  South Anna River and are l a i d  i n  a n  a s h l e r  
p a t t e r n .  B u i l t  a round  1835 t o  r e p l a c e  a n  ea r l ie r  j a i l ,  t h e  p r e s e n t  s t r u c -
t u r e  w a s  e x t e n s i v e l y  r e n o v a t e d  i n  1916. To t h e  s o u t h  o f  t h e  j a i l  is t h e  
Parnunkey Xegional  L i b r a r y ,  a handsome o n e - a n d - o n e - h a l f - s t o r y  s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  
i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  c o l o n i a l  s t y l e  o f  t h e  la te  s e v e n t e e n t h  c e n t u r y .  Completed 
i n  1942 ,  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  a l o n g  w i t h  many o t h e r  s imilar  b u i l d i n g s  i n  V i r g i n i a  
c o u n t y  s e a t s ,  was t h e  g i f t  o f  Mr. David K .  E. Bruce ,  and was e r e c t e d  by t h e  
f i n n  o f  C l a i b o r n e  and T a y l o r  o f  Richmond. F l a n k i n g  t h e  c o u r t  house  on t h e  
n o r ~ l ;  is tile c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  a s i m p l e  o n e - s t o r y  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a g a b l e  
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r o o f ,  h t i i l t  a round  1835. 

Forming t h e  w e s t e r n  boundary o f  t h e  c o u r t  house  g r e e n  is what  was / O 
f o r m e r i y  t h e  o l d  s t a g e  road and is now U.S. Route  301. D i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t h e  
r o a d ,  o p p o s i ~ et h e  c o u r t  house  i s  t h e  v e n e r a b l e  Hanover Tavern ,  a r a m b l i n g ,  
p i c t u r e s q u e  t w o - s t o r y  frame b u i l d i n g  now used as a r e s t a u r a n t - t h e a t e r  known 
a s  t h e  B a r k s d a l e  T h e a t e r .  The v e r y  l o n g  f r o n t  o f  t h e  t a v e r n  is broken  by 
a o n e - s t o r y  f r o n t  p o r c h  and a t w o - s t o r y  wing which p r o j e c t s  towards  t h e  
c o u r t  house .  A t a v e r n  h a s  a p p a r e n t l y  o c c u p i e d  t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  
b u i l d i n g  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y ,  b u t  t h e  e x a c t  a g e  o f  tiie b u i l d -
i n g  and i t s  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  is  u n c e r t a i n .  I t  is known, however,  t o  have 
been s t a n d i n g  p r i o r  t o  t h e  Revolu t ion  when i t  was owned by John S h c l t o n ,  
f a t h e r - in- law o f  P a t r i c k  Ilcnry. 

UI 

2 \ 1 1  o f  tiie b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  c o r e  o f  t h e  v i l l a g e  s t a n d  i n  1 
good c o n d i t i o n .  'Ille c o u r t  house  s t i l l  serves i t s  o r i g i n a l  f u n c t i o n ,  
a l t h o u g h  most  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  o f f i c e s  ara now housed i n  low, modern b u i l d i n g s  I 
on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  g r e e n .  

b o \ i e r  C O I V T ; C ~ ~ L ) \ ; ~ ,= 42- \b 
! - ~ \ o J w  3&\ = 42-15 
~&P\uv~\CO.CZ i d  kbnxv,y =- 42-%b - 0 
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SIGNIFICANCE--
pravoo ( C ~ F C LOn.- or nfars ne A p p r o ~ r l " l r )  

Pre-Columbiani Ln 16th Century 18th Century 20lh C a n r ~ r y  

n 15 th  century 1.1 17th C.ntury W l91h C.ntury 

- ~-
S P E C l F l C  D A T L 1 5 1  ( I f  Appllcabfe nnd Known) 

A ~ E A SOF SLGNIFICINCE (Check Ono or More as Appnpr(.t.) 

Abor ,gin01 0 Education Political 0 Ulbon Pisnninp 

n ~ ~ ~ h ~ ~ t ~ ~ i ~0 Englnsminp Reiigion/Phi.  0 Other (Spsclfy) 

n ni.toric I ~ ~ U S W ~  io.ophy 

13 Apt icu l t~ r .  Invenlion 0 Science 

[% Archi?qcture Londrcop. S c u l p ~ u r e  

I3 A,* Arshit.efur. a s o ~ ! ~ l / ~ - ~ - - -

a csrnm.,~. L- ~it.1.1~1. WW--

U Communicarionr & Mil i tary  Theater 

Conssrvo?ion IJ Music Tronsportot!on 

I I A T E U E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

~ I a i ~ o v e rCounty  was c r e a t e d  from t h e  w e s t e r n  p o r t i o n  o f  Xew Kent  
Colhnty i n  1720.  and was named i n  h o n o r  o f  t h e  E l e c t o r  o f  Hanover.  I t  is 
r l n c c r t ; ~ i i iwhen t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  c o u n t y  seat was s e l e c t e d ,  b u t  a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  
c o t ~ n l vj t l s t i c e s  met i n  a cavern  on t h e  s i t e  o f  t h c  p r e s e n t  Cavern f o r  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  e r c c C i o n  o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  c o u r t  h o u s e  a r o u n d  1735.  A s  i t  
h;ls c v o l v c d  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  two c e n t u r i e s  t h e  Hnnover c o u n t y  s c a t  now forms a 
c l . l.s s. . : .,c example o f  a Vi rg in i . a  c o u r r  i ~ o u s econnnunity. A l l  itle c s s e n c i a l  
~-1crnencsof  t l i i s  d i s t i n c t i v e  form o f  a d m i n i s  t r a t i v c  community are p r e s e r v e d  
i n  t l l i s  t iiiy u n d i s  t i ~ r b e ds e t t l e m e n t .  ale famous c o u r t  house  b u i l d i n g ,  a 
miljor mc>nilmcnt o f  c o l o n i a l  V i r g i n i a  p u b l i c  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  forms t h e  l ~ i s t o r i c  
a s  w e l l  a s  v i s u a l  f o c a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  community. I t  was i n  t h i s  b u i l d i n g  i n  
1703 Lilat P a t r i c k  Henry p l e d  t n e  P a r s o n s '  Cause .  I n  1969 t h e  c o u r t  h o u s e  
was s i n g l e d  ouL f o r  r e c o g n i t i o n  on tile N a t i o n a l  !<egis . ter  oL 
t l i s t o r i c  P l a c e s .  Tlie o i d  s t o n e  j a i l  and  b r i c k  c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  a r e  c a r l y -
n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  c o u r t  h o u s e  g r e e n .  The Cirst c l e r k ' s  
o f f i c e  f o r  t h c  Hauover c o u r t  was l o c a t e d  some e i g h t  m i l e s  e a s c  o: t h e  C o u r t  
I louse,  a t  " ~ i r c k e y e " ,  llome o f  W i l l i a m  P o i l a r d ,  who s e r v e d  as c l e r k  from 
1740 t o  1781.  

The r a m b l i n g  f rame t a v e r n  a c r o s s  t h e  road  from t h e  c o u r t  house  
forms clie r e m a i n i n g  e s s e n t i a l  e l e m e n t  o f  a c o u r t  house  community. One o f  
tile hcst: p r e s e r v e d  and most p i c t u r e s q u e  e i g h t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  t a v e r n s  i n  
V i r g i n i a ,  Hanover Tavern a l s o  r a n k s  among t h e  Commonwealtli's most  l i i s ~ o r i c .  
,\I one t ime  i t  was owned by John S h c l t o n ,  f a t h e r - i n - l a w  o f  P a t r i c k  Henry,  
and Hcrilry h i m s e l f  l i v e d  i n  t h e  t a v e r n  w h i l e  p l e a d i n g  t h e  P a r s o n s '  Cause .  
Tile e s t a b l i s l i m e n t  was a l s o  p a t r o n i z e d  by Lord C o r n w a l l i s  w h i l e  ne was i n  
p u r s i l i r  oE L a F a y e t t e .  The Marquis  o f  C h a s t e l l u x  v i s i t e d  t h e  tavc?rli a f t e r  
t l ~ eR e v o l u t i o n  and w r o t e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  o f  h i s  s t a y :  " M r .  T i l l m a n ,  w r  l a n d -
l o r d  a t  Hanover C o u r t  House ...though h e  l amented  h i s  m i s f o r t u n e  c t  h a v i n g  
Zodjicd a n d  boarded Lord C o r n w a l l i s  and h i s  r e t i n u e  w i t h o u t  l i i s  ~ o r d s h i p ' s  
I~avini: made t i le  l e a s t  recompense ,  c o u l d  n o t  h e l p  l a u g l i i n g  ac t h e  f r i ~ i i twnich 

i l l ic  uncxpec tcd  a r r i v a l  o f  T a r l e t o c  s p r e a d  among a c o n s i d e r a b l e  ni~mbk-ror' 
:,;cntlemrn who had come t o  h e a r  t h e  news,  and  w e r e  assembled  i n  t h e  Z o u r t  
Ho~lse." 

S e v e r a l  b a t t l e s  were  f o u g h t  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  ; ~ i i r tilouse 
d u r i n g  t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s .  I t  w a s  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i n  1862 t h a t  
J . E . B .  S t u a r t  r e c e i v e d  h i s  commission as m a j o r  g e n e r a l  i n  t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  
,Army. 
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~ S O U R C E  

I1.S.G.S. 7:'
 quadrangle Hanover, V i r g i n i a  

S C A L E :  1:24000 
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