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CONDITION

BESCAIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (1T known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

I. General Stafjement:

A.  Architectural character: Woodside is a well-preserved
sample of a rural villa in the Greek-Revival style.

B. Condition of Fabric: Cood.

II. Description of the Exterior:

A. Overall dimensions: The house has a three-bay, two=-story
gsoutheastern scction with an English bascment and @ one and a half
story 'T' wing--two bays long and three bays wide--with an English
basement.

B. TFoundations: Brick covered with stucco.

C. Wall construction: The brick walls are covered with scored
stucco colowved with red and brown stripes to resemble sandstone.

D. Porches: A threce-bay shed porch shelters the southeast facadc
and is supported by four pairs of Tuscan plers. A single-bay porch
with Tuscan piers and pilasters shelters the door at the rear of the
wing.

L. himneys: Two interior chimneys with brick stacks on the
northwestern wall of the main block serve the rooms in the main block
and twe of those in the wing. Two interior chimneys ia the-north-
western end wall of the wing serve the remalning wing rooms.

F. Openings:

1. Doorways and doors: Both the front and the wing doorway
have architrave trim and sidelights. Double doors, each with three
pancls, open into the hall.

2. Windows: Wooden double~hung windows have architrave trim
and six-over-six sash. The windows opening onto the southeastern porch

have Six-over-nine sash and cxtend to the floor. The remaining windows
on the main bleck have a cornice.

G. Reoof: The main block has a gable roof with pedimented cnds;
the wing has a jgable rcof. Both are covered with tin.

ITI. Description of the Interior: . '
A. Floor plan: A spacious central hall runs from the end of the
w ing to the southeastern doorway. In the main block, a large room openg
off either side of the hall, and in the wing two rooms open on cach
side. :

B. Stairway: A single-vun stair with simple round balusters
ascends from the basement at the point of juncture of the wing and
main block, The main stair with turned balusters and a vertically
panelled spandrel rises to the sccond floor in the hall.

C. Wall and ceiling finich: Painted plaster.

D. Doorways and doors: Six~panelled grained doors have doorways
with wide architrave trim.

E. Trim: The rooms in the maln block have a small plaster cove
with moldings on cither side. The first floor south room plaster
cornice has been replaced by a similar wood one. |

F. Heating: There are fireplaces in ecvery room. The original
mantel in the northeastern room is black marble with a simple shelf,
ptain spandrels and a keystone. A similar white marble mantel in the
southecastern room recently replaced the original wood mantel. Simple

wood mantels frame the remaining fireplaces.
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Iv., Site:

A+ General setting; Woodside is set in a clearing and is appiroached

from the soutlieast by a dirt. lane running through a forested arca.

several oalis and magnolias.

B, Outbuildings: A small frame housec with a contral chimney, gable
voof and weathered clapboards stands southwest of the main house near the
edpe of the clearing. Two sheds are gct south of this building in the

edge of the woods.

A
large lavn extends from the house southeast to the woods and contains
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANGCE .

Woocdside is o particularly well preserved example of a Greek-Revival
villa and has a distinguished and unusual feature in the scored stucco
colored to simulate sandstone. A rural dwelling but not a farm house,
Hoodside cxhibits a sophisticated character ad plan attributable to its
' beiny formally designed for the Wickhams. The house and land have been
associated with the prominent Richmond Wickham family throughout its long
history. 1Its sccluded sectting,screened from a rapidly developing area,
gives the house an added charm and appeal.

John Wickham bought the Woodside tract then called Jmesbe Quarter,
of about 640 acres on the James River, from Thomas Mann Randolph of Tuckahod
around the turn of the nineteenth century. He subsequently acquired about
1800 rore acres to the ecast and west. John Wickham was born on Long Island
in 1763, entercd the DBritish army in 1782, and was stationed in Portsmouth,
Virginia. Wickham later studied at Arras, France and in Williamsburg, In
Richmond, he received reknown as onc of the defenders of Aaron Burr in his
treason case and as the bullder of what is now known as the Wickham-Valentin
ilouse. '

Woodside house was built for John Wickham's son, Littleton Waller
Tazewall Wickham in 1858. Traditien in the Wickham family states that the
house was designed by an architect who is said to have designed four other
buildings in Virginia--onc at Newport News, one near Bowling Green, and two
at Quantico. Although the architect's name has been lost, the simple but
sophisticated exterior and the well-thought fleoor plan argue that an
architect was indeed responsible for the house. The family tradition also
asserts that the cost of construction was $5,000.

During the War Between the States, Woodside was briefly visited by .
Dahlgren's cavalry, but was not harmed. Since that time the house and land
reduced to sround 50 acres, has remained in the Wickham family, and is now
owviied by Littleton Waller Tazewell's gradson, L,M. Wickham. The house and
its setting have been permanently protected by an open-space easement.

5]




[ R N

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

L P PR

Landmarks Commission filas.

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY |0 PEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
COANER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Migutas Sa:t:’nds DegLaes Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 370 3 J0" 77e 37 28 4] ’ . ° ’ "
NE 37e 34+ 38» 770 37 Q2.
SE 37® 3%+ 1Ge 77° 37+ 02~
5w a7e_ 3nhr 14 772 37+ 29
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PREPERTY: A :
1y b el X nd
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | cOUNTY CODE
‘J';'."'T"'E"'l".'? 51 f‘.g_er“ﬂ"apa
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CoRE

“FORM PREPARED B

NAME AND TITLE:

Virg

ginia llistoric Landmarks Commission staff
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Virginia Historic Landmarks Cormission
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December, 1972
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Roort 1116 Ninth Strcet State Office Building
CITY QR TOWN: .

Richmond

CODE
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
B9-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and cer.liifya that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is: ;!
National [ State [3 Local (]!

Name

JoR. Fishburne, Director
Virginia listoric
Title T andeasriis Sommission

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

Date

‘ATTEST:

Keeper of The National Register

Date

GPO $01.087
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