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7. DESCRIPTION 

- - - -  (Cheek -.--I Onel  

I. Gcncral SLaicrncnt: 
il. A r c h i t c c t u r a l  c h a r a c t e r :  IJoodsidc is a well-prcscrved 

c::amplc of a  r u r a l  v i l l a  i n  the  Grcck-Revival s t y l e .  
B. Condi.ti.011 of  Fabr i c :  Cood. 

11. Dcsc r ip t ion  oE t h e  Exterior: 
A .  Ovcra l l  dj.mcnsions: Thc housc has  a  thrcc-bay,  two-story 

sou thcas t c rn  s ~ c t i o n  wi th  an Englioh bascmcnt and a onc and a h a l f  
s to r j -  'T' wing--two bays lona and t h r c c  bays vide--with a n  Engl i sh  
bascmcnt. 

B. Foundations : Briclc covcrcd wi th  sLucco. 
C. Wall cons t ruc t ion :  Tllc b r i c k  wa l l s  a r c  covcrcd wi th  scored  

s tucco  colo:tccl wit11 red  and b r o ~ m  ~ t r i p c s  t o  r e scnb lc  sandstonc. 
D. Porchcs: A thrce-bay shcd porch s h c l t c r s  t h c  sou theas t  facadc 

and i s  supportcd by four  p a i r s  of Tuscan p ic r s .  A single-bay porch 
wi th  Tuscan p i c r s  and p i l a s t e r s  s h c l t c r s  t h e  door a t  t h e  r e a r  of  t h e  
wing. . C n n c :  Two i n t e r i o r  chinncys with b r i c k  s t a c k s  or. t h c  
northwcstcrr.  urall of  t h c  main bloc!: s c r v c  t h c  rooms i n  t h c  n a i n  block 
and tvro of  those  i:i t h c  bring. Two i n t e r i o r  chimncys i n  the -nor th -  
u ~ c s t c r n  e11cI wall of t l ~ c  vri.ng sc rvc  t h c  remaining v i n e  rooms. 

i 
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Excel lent  0 Good Fair  O Datoriorotod Ruins  0 Unexposed 

CONDITION 

F. Openings: 
1. Doorways and doors:  Both t h e  f r o n t  and t h e  wing doorway 

havc archi . t ravc t r i m  and s i d e l i g h t s .  Doublc doors ,  cach wi th  t h r c c  
panc l s ,  opcn i n t o  t h e  h a l l .  

2. Windows: Iqoodcn doublc-hung urindovrs havc a r c h i t r a v c  t r i m  
and s ix-ovcr-s ix  sash.  Thc trindows o p c n i n ~  onto t h e  sou thcas t c rn  porc 

(Check One) 

0 Altored 

have s ix-ovcr-n inc  sa sh  and cxtcnd t o  tilt 'loor. Thc remaining vindows 
on t h c  v.ain bloclc liavc a  corn icc .  

G. Roof: Tllc n a i n  Llocl: has  a  gab lc  roof wi th  pcdimcntcd cnds; 
i h e  wing has  a  /gable roof .  Both a r e  covcrcd wi th  t i n .  

111. Descr ip t ion  of  t h e  I n t e r i o r :  
A. Floor p lan:  A spac ious  c c n t r a l  h a l l  runs  from t h c  end of thc  

w ing t o  t h c  sou thcas t c rn  doorway. I n  t h c  main b lock ,  a l a r g c  room opcn 
o f ?  c i t h c r  s i d e  of  t h e  h a l l ,  and i n  t h c  wing two rooms opcn on cach 

(Chock One) 

Moved Oripinol Site 

s i d c .  
D. S t a i r ~ r a y  : A s ing le - run  s t a i r  w i th  s implc round b a l u s t e r s  

asccnds from t h e  basement a t  t h c  po in t  of  junc ture  of  t h c  wing and 
i n  b l o c c  The mcin s t a i r  wit11 turned b a l u s t c r s  and a v e r t i c a l l y  
panel led  spandre l  r i s c s  t o  t h e  sccond f l o o r  i n  t h e  h a l l .  

C. la11 and c c i l i n g  f i n i c h :  Pa in ted  p l a s t e r .  
D. Doorways and doors :  Six-pancllcd gra ined  doors  havc door~my:  

r.rith v i d e  a r c h i t r a i , ~  t r i m .  
E. Trim: The rooms i n  t h e  n a i n  block havc a  small  p l a s t e r  covc 

i r i th  moldings on c i t h c r  s idc .  Thc f i r s t  f l o o r  s o u t h  room p l a s t c r  
co rn icc  has  been r ep laced  b;. a  s i m i l a r  11ood onc. 

F. IIcating: Therc a r c  f i r e p l a c e s  i n  cvery room. The o r i g i c a l  
ZcnLcl in t h e  no r thcas t e rn  room is  b lack  marble wi th  a  simple s h c l f ,  
p l a i n  spandrels and a kcystonc. A s i m i l a r  whi te  marble mantel i n  t h e  
sou theas t e rn  room r e c e n t l y  rep laced  t h c  o r i g i n a l  vrood mantel. Simple 

wood nnn tc l s  frame t h c  remaininz f i r e p l a c e s .  
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7. IV. S i t e :  
A .  Gcneral s e t t i n g ;  IJoodoide i s  s c t  i n  a c l e a r i n g  and i s  approached 

i r o n  thc  soutl lcast  by n d i r t  l ane  running through a f o r e s t e d  arca.  . A  
l n r g c  ?avm cxtcnds from rhc housc sou thcas t  t o  the  woods and con ta ins  
s c v c r a l  oalcs and m n ~ n o l i a s .  

B. Outbi:3l.dings: h small  frame housc with a c c n t r a l  chimney, gab le  
yoof and ~ i c a t h e r c d  clapboards s tands  southrrest of thc  main housc near  the  
cdge of thc  c l ea r ing .  Tvro shedo a r c  s c t  south  of t h i s  bu i ld ing  i n  t he  
edge of thc  ~roods. 
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T A T E M E N T  O F  S 1 C N I F I C A N C E  

I.!oodsidc i s  2 pa; t icu lar ly  wc l l  prcservcd c::ample of  a  Greek-Ticviva1 
v i l l a  and has  a  distinguished and unusual f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  scored  s tucco  
co lo red  t o  s i n u l a t c  sandstonc. A r u r a l  dviclling bu t  n o t  a  farm housc, 
IJoodsidc c:<hibi ts  a  s o p h i s t i c a t c d  c h a r a c t e r  a d  p lan  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  i t s  
bcin:, fornall;. d c s i ~ n c d  f o r  t h c  '7iclchams. Thc house and land have been 
associated viith thc  pronincnt  Richmond Wickhom family throughout i t s  long 
h i s t o r y .  I t s  sccludcd s c t t i n e , s c r e e n e d  from a r a p i d l y  dcveloping a r e a ,  
g ives  t h e  housc an added charn  and appeal .  

John :JLc?:han bought t h e  t!oods i d c  t r a c t  then c a l l e d  Quar ter  , 
of about  640 a c r e s  on t h c  Janes  River ,  from Thomas Nann Randolph of Tucicaho 
around t h c  t u r n  of t h c  n ine teen th  ccntury .  He subsequently acqui red  about  
1800 c o r e  a c r c s  t o  thc  c a s t  and west. John Wickham was born on Long I s l a x d  
Ln 1763, cn te rcd  t h e  D r i t i s h  army i n  1782, and was s t a t i o n e d  i n  Portsnouth,  
Vi.rglnia.  17ic!:ham l a t e r  s tud ied  a t  Ar ras ,  Francc and i n  Williansburg. I n  
Richnond, he  r ccc ived  rclcnovm a s  onc of t h e  defenders  of Aaron Burr i n  h i s  
t r eason  c a s c  and a s  t h e  b u i l d c r  of xihat i s  now lcnown a s  t h e  Wicliham-Valenti 
ilouse . 

\.loodsidc house was b u i l t  f o r  John Wiclcham's son,  L i t t l e t o n  !1a11er 
Tazcvrall i.7icl:ham i n  1858. T r a d i t i o n  i n  t h e  1,liclcham fami ly  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
housc ::as dcsigncd by an a r c h i t e c t  who i s  s a i d  t o  havc designcd fou r  o t h e r  
bu i ld ings  i n  Virginia--onc a t  New7ort News, one ncor Bowling Green, and trio 
at Quant ico .  Although thc  a r c h i t e c t ' s  name has  been l o s t ,  t h e  s imple bu t  
sophi -s t ica tcd  e s t c r i o r  and t h e  r ~ c l l - t h o u g h t  f l o o r  p lan  argue  t h a t  an 
n r c l i i t c c t  ; iGs  indced r e spons ib le  l o r  t h c  housc. Thc fami ly  t r a d i t i o n  a l s o  
a s s c r t s  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  of  c o n s t x i c t i o n  was $5,000. 

During t h c  1,Iar Betwccn t h e  S t a t e s ,  T*Ioodside was b r i e f l y  v i s i t e d  by 
Dahlgrcn's cava l ry ,  bu t  was n o t  hoincd. Sincc t h a t  t i n e  t h e  housc and l a n  
reduced t o  around 50 a c r e s ,  has remained i n  t h e  Wickham family,  and i s  now 
ovmcd by L i t t l e t o n  Waller Tazewell ' s  gradson, L.M. Wicltham. The housc and 
i t s  s e t t i n g  have been pcrmancntly p ro tec t ed  by an open-space easement. 
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