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DESCRIBE THE FPREIENT AMD ORIGINAL (Ff known) PRYSICAL APPEARANCE

Meadow Farm's Dwelling house is a typical late-eighteenth-century
residence for a small Virginia plantation. The story-and~a-half frame
structure featurss the characteristic gable roof, gable dormers, exterior-
end brick chimneys, and single-pile plan, ‘Although five-bay, the facade

the dormer over the window to the left of the doorway is missing. The
present frout porch has paired square columns znd ds in a simple ecountry
Greek Revival style. It appears to date from the 1840's and may replace an
earlier porch.

Most of the house's early exterior fabric is intact and includes box
cornices, beaded weatherboarding, louvered blinds, ninme-over-nine Sa sh on
the first fioor windows, and six-over-six in the dormers. The windows
feature full architrave trim which is unusual For an otherwise simple
exterior, The standing-seanm sheet metal rosf probably replaced an early
wood shingle roof.

Later additions on Meadow Parm include a shed wing in the east end

a larze two-story wing on the rear. This rear addition has a flat roof

qu bracketed cornice, aad is built in suck & way as to not be visible from
front, The wing, in turn, has a two-story shed addition on its east

PCs saTLY

Meadow Farm's interior is little aleveved and retains most of & 3
ded hand-

trim. The stair is in two flighrs with an open "ell and has a mol

rail 224 thin square balusters, The principal roons on eithes side of the
srair hall haveslmple?ede cal mantais, chair raeils, and basebecards., The

is a most interesting accumvlation cof anineteenth-century furniture and
decoraticns that well illustrates the tastes of zural Virginia soclety uver
a hundred-and-fifty year span.

The house is in a generally good state of preservation but is ip necd
of repair, It is set in a handsome old-fashicaed yavd with borwood, :
trees, and flowery shrubbery, and is approached by a long lane througt
and fields,

CCL

has evenly-spaced bays with a center docrway. The roof has only four dovmers;

kS B
doors cre of the “eross-and-Bible' pa iwtern with ralﬂc@ panels and architrave
surrounds, Most of the original flowring is intact, Throughout the laterio:
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K. SIGNIFICANCE

FERIGD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

(7} Pra-Columbian| 7 16th Century X) 13th Century (1 20th Century
m 15th Cl!nfury E:l 17¢h Cen'ury m 13th Century

SFECIFIC DATES) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANGCE (Chcck One or More 55 Appropriate)

[ trban Pianning

Aboriginad [ Education ] Political
) Prehistorie ] Enginesring 7] Retigion/Phi- (] Qther rSpecity)
(] Mistoric {7 ndustry ' losaphy Black history

7] Agriculture {1 Invention 7} Science

(A Architecture (7] Lendscape 1 Sculpture

[ An Architecture {1 Socicl/Hyman-

] Commerce 1 Literature itorien

1 Communications &) Milirary [ Theater

"1 Censervation ) Music ] Transportgtinn

STYATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

L
Built in the late-eighteenth century, Meadow Farm was the howe of

the Sheppard family throughout the nineteenth century. On August 30, 18C0|

Mosby Sheppard, owner of the property at the time, was warned by two of
his servants that slaves cn the neighboring farm of Thomas Prosser were
planning an insurrection. This was the first word the planters in the
area had of a plot instigated by the slave, Gabriel, who planned to lead a

rebellion that would lead to the capture of Richmond. Sheppard immediately

notified Governor James Monroe who took precautions t2 half the rebellion
before it could begin., News of the plot, however, led to widespread elarm
and fear throughout the Commonwealth and the rest of the South. By
September thirteenth, tem slaves had been executed, a number that would be
increased to forty-one by the end of the investigation. The two slaves
who had warned Sheppard of the plan, Pharioh and Tom, were purchased by
Commonwezlth of Virginia and givan their freedom.

Mosby Sheppard later served irn the Virginia militia during the ¥ar
of 1812, He also insured his property with the Murual Assurance Soclety
of Virginia, leaving a descripticn of the house rhat shows that the aaln
section was in existance before 1812. Meadow Farm later passed into the
poasession of Doctor Joha Mosby Sheppard, son of the eaclier tosbdy.
Doctor Sheppard, who was born in the house, marvied Vivginia Anne Young
of White Chimneys, Caroline County. Their daughter, Mary Elizabeth
Sheppard, married Edmund Parke Crump and later 1lived in the house. Their
son, General Sheppard Crump, one time Brigadier General and Adjutant
General of Virginia, inherited the farm and made it his home until his
death. Meadow Farm is now owned by his widow and family, so the property
has remained in the hands of the same family for almost two hundred years.
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Carroll, Joseph Cephas, Slave Insurrections in the U.5. 1800-~1865, Boston,
1938,
‘Farrar, Fmmie Ferguson, 0ld Virginia Homes Along the James, New York, 1957.
{ Higginson, Thomas W., Yoarbiel's Defeat!, Atlantic Momthly, X, pp. 337-343
(1862).
Virginia Recorder, April 2, 1803.
L
[10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA D e - T
L ATIiTUCE AND LONGITUDE CODRDINATES I L ATITUDE AND LONGIT JDE COORDINA TES ]
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0 DEFIMING Thu L TER POINI OF A PoOPERTY
_J R _ OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES
COANER LAT'ITB'EJ.E ! LONGITUDE LATITUDRE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees  Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW 37 ° 40 49 | 77 = 3L+ 24- o ’ - ° . »
ne | 37 ¢ 40+ 49 - |77 ° 30. 39 ?
SE 37 ¢ 40 10 | 77 = 30« 39
| s 137 < 40, 10. 177 o 31, 24.
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE DOF MOMINATED PROPERTY: 175 acres -
BAST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES F ;_;;opeg;zs—ovs:[;ﬂc STATE ;E-ESLJNW BOUNDARIES
T ATe. T T COGE | COUNTY CODE
STATE: T CoODE COQUNTY: CooR
STATE: ConE | couNTY: cosE
ETATE: CODE COUNTY!: CooE
I R . -
Virginia Aistoric Landmarks Commissiop Staff .
ARG ATILLATION DATE
 Virginia listoric Landmarks Commission .o April, 1974 ]
STREET &AMl '\.J g ’
221 Go V‘llor Street e — S
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{ 2, STATE LIAISON OF FICER CERTIFICATION ' § R NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 3

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Mu-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law ‘
80.665), I Lizreby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluat=d according to the criteria and procedures set

1 hereby certily that this property

National Register.

is included in the

forth by the Neticonal Park Service, The recomme nded

level of significance of this nomination is:

Director, Office of Archeclagy and Histor

ic Preservation

National {_] State {X I.ocal [}

! Cnate
Name ATTEST
Junius R. Fishburme, Jr., Director ’
Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission
Title
Date ) Late

Keeper of The National Register
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