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The only surviving s t ruc ture  associated with the o r ig ina l  I s l e  of 
Wight Courthouse of 1800, Boykin's Tavern was b u i l t  by Colonel Francis 
Boykin i n  the  l a t e  eighteenth century. Possibly begun as a s t o r y  and a half 
center-hal l ,  double-pile plan s t ructure ,  the  tavern underwent two major 
periods of addit ions.  The f i r s t  addit ions,  including the  elevation of the  
main block to  two s to r i e s  and a one-and-a-half s t o ry  frame gambrel roof wing 
.were b u i l t  i n  the  ear ly  nineteenth century. I n  1900-1902 Boykin's Tavern 
received numerous repa i r s  and a l te ra t ions  including the  present porch, a 
second two-story frame wing and some i n t e r i o r  remodeling. 

Bui l t  on a s l i g h t  r i s e  adjacent t o  the  present courthouse and the  
Clerk's Office of 1822, the  or ig ina l  core of Boykin's Tavern, consist ing of 
a frame one s to ry  s t ruc ture  with br ick ends and shallow gable roof is a 
mixture of eighteenth and nineteenth century a rch i tec tura l  types. Although 
some of the  o r ig ina l  window sash rvas replaced around 1900, ea r ly  sash 
surviving on the  south wall  shows a dimension i n  proportion from nine-over- 
nine on the  f i r s t  f loor  t o  six-over-six i n  the  a t t i c .  The br ick  ends and 
chimneys follow eighteenth century precedent i n  the  use of English bond 
foundations with beveled watertable surmounted by Flemish 3ond walls and 
ex te r io r  chimney bases with t i l e d  shoulders t o  the second f l o o r  l eve l .  Abov 
the f i r s t  weatherings the  masonry s h i f t s  t o  three-course American bond with 
rough shoulders. I n  addit ion t o  the  weatherings a t  the  a t t i c  f l oo r  l eve l ,  
the chimneys a t  Boykin's Tavern a lso have t he  unusual fea ture  of weatherings 
a t  the  roof l i n e  conforming t o  the p i tch  of the  gable. On the  eas t  facade 
of the Tavern i s  a two-story porch which, while almost completely a prochct 
of the  1900 a l t e r a t i ons ,  may r e t a i n  some of the  a r ch i t ec tu ra l  elements of a 
s imilar  but e a r l i e r  porch. A f u l l  c e l l a r  l a i d  i n  English bond and having an 
or ig ina l  en t ry  i n  the  south wall has been p a r t i a l l y  backf i l led t o  the eas t .  

The woodwork and i n t e r i o r  trim of ~ o y k i n ' s  Tavern more c losely  
i l l u s t r a t e s  the  bui lding 's  t r ans i t i ona l  character between Colonial and 
Federal s t y l e s .  While the  center  h a l l  and south rooms were gut ted and 
ref inished i n  the  ea r ly  twentieth century, the  nor th  f i r s t  f l o o r  rooms and 
the  second f loor  rooms preserve t h e i r  o r ig ina l  woodwork. Although s l i g h t l y  
a l te red ,  th'z northeast  f i r s t  f loor  room re t a in s  a p a r t i a l l y  paneled end wal 
with beveled panels,  a simple mantel molding and ea r ly  chimney c lose t .  The 
northwest room i s  much r icher ;  having a f u l l y  paneled chimney breast  decorat 
with a molded mantel with crosset tes  and beveled panels flanked by f l u t ed  
p i l a s t e r s  s e t  on pedastels.  Crowning the  composition i s  de l i ca t e ly  executec 
cornice with Wall-of-Troy moulding. The remaining walls  have a f u l l y  panel€ 
chest-high dado with a s imilar  cornice and \Jail- of- Troy moulding. Access 
between the  two north rooms of the or ig ina l  block and the  passage betveen 
the  northwest room of the tavern and h a l l  of the  gambrel roof addit ion i s  
gained through two s e t s  of mul t iple  folding s i x  and three- ane el doors with 
f l a t  panels and b u t t  hinges. The survival  of t h i s  unusual i n t e r i o r  fea ture  
on a public house of t h i s  period i s  r a r e  i n  Virginia.  The second f l oo r  
i n t e r io r s  reElect  the  Federal s t y l e  of the ea r ly  nineteenth century through 
the  use of s i x  panel doors and four o r ig ina l  mantels characterized by 
period motifs as deeply moulded mantel shelves and graceful ly  f lu ted  p i l a s t ~  

The frame gmbre l  roof wing is a simple ha l l -pa r lo r  ~ l a n  s t ruc ture  
on a f u l l  basement. The brickwork for  both the  basement and exterior-end 
chimney is l a i d  i n  three-course American bond. Covered with beaded weathe~ 
boarding the  ex te r io r  presents a picturesque appearance with i t s  three-bay 
-. - -- . - -- - -. . - - - - -. - - 
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The o r i g i n a l  core  of Boykin's Tavern was b u i l t  on a f o u r  hundred 
a c r e  t r a c t  of lanld valued a t  300 pounds soon a f t e r  i t s  purchase by Francis  
Boykin from Robert Marshall  i n  1780. An i n f l u e n t i a l  f i g u r e  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  
of I s l e  of Wight County, F ranc i s  Boykin served i n  the  Revolut ion a s  a  
l i e u t e n a n t  wi th  P a t r i c k  Henry i n  t h e  4 t h  Company of t h e  F i r s t  V i r g i n i a  
Regiment and a s  a  major i n  t h e  Cont inenta l  Line. I n  1792 Boykin was 
appointed s h e r i f f  f o r  I s l e  of Wight County and i n  1797 served a s  a  j u s t i c e  
on t h e  County's c o u r t s .  

I n  1800, i n  co-operat ion wi th  t h e  county 's  d e c i s i o n  t o  move t h e  
County Court House from i t s  mid-eighteenth century  s e a t  i n  t h e  Town of Smith- 
f i e l d  t o  a  more c e n t r a l  l oca t ion ,  Francis  Boylcin deeded t o  t h e  Commonwealth 
of Vi rg in ia  " ... a c e r t a i n  t r a c t  of land i n  s a i d  County s i t u a t e  n e a r  t h e  
dwe l l ins  o r  mansion house of s a i d  Boykin conta in ing  two acres . . .  w i th  a l l  
houses and improvements." I n  exchange f o r  t h i s  t i t l e  and an agreement t h a t  
Francis  Boykin would b u i l d  t h e  new courthouse bu i ld ings  inc luding s t o c k s ,  a  
j a i l  and c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e ,  t he  County gave Boylcin t h e  deed t o  t h e  Smi th f i e ld  
courthouse proper ty  and bui ld ings .  

Upon h i s  death i n  1804, Francis  Boykin's w i l l  provided t h a t  h i s  
"courthouse p lan ta t ion"  be l e f t  t o  h i s  son  Francis  Marshal l  Boykin. It was 
probably dur ing  Francis  Marshall  ~ o ~ k i n ' s  ownership t h a t  Boykin's Tavern was 
r a i s e d  t o  i t s  present  two-story e l e v a t i o n  a ~ ~ d  rece ived t h e  gambrel roof  wing 

I 
t o  t h e  r e a r .  Although no s p e c i f i c  r e fe rence  i s  made t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a s  a  
tavern  a t  t h i s  t ime, R. A .  Brock i n  h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  ske tch  o f  I s l e  o f  Wisht 
County published i n  1882 descr ibes  t h e  bu i ld ing  as  " the o l d  hote l" .  I 

With Boykin's deed t o  the  County i n  1800 t h e  problem of f ind ing  a 
c e n t r a l l y  located county s e a t  which had inconvienced t h e  c i t i z e n s  of I s l e  
of Wight County f o r  almost one hundred f i f t y  yea r s  was r e so lved .  
Charac ter ized  by i t s  f i n e  period i n t e r i o r  woodwork and p r e s t i g i o u s  loca t ion  
Boykin's Tavern s tands  today as the  only surviv ing  s t r u c t u r e  a s soc ia t ed  

! w i t h  the o r i g i n a l  I s l e  of Wight Court House of 1800. 
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7.  
facade and f i n e  l a t e r  door hood. The wing's i n t e r io r  r e t a in s  a Federal-period 
mantel and double beaded chairboard as well as a f i ne  closed s t r i n g  corner 
s t a i r  with square balusters  and simple newel. Like the  main block of the  
Tavern, the r ea r  wing re ta ins  some or ig ina l  sash and ear ly  glazing. 

The a l t e r a t i ons  of 1900-1902 have had a r e l a t i v e l y  minor e f f e c t  
on the a rch i tec tura l  appearance of the or ig ina l  tavern and wing. Exter ior  
a l t e r a t i ons  included the  addit ion of a two-story frame wing, the  replacenent 
of some or ig ina l  sash and the extensive rebuilding of the  present porch. 
Additions t o  the  ear ly  wing were confined t o  the  introduction of a modern 
doonray i n  the  south wall and the modification of some i n t e r i o r  space i n to  
pantr ies  and c lose t s .  

To the  immediate northwest of the  tavern a re  the  deter iorated 
remains of an ea r ly  dairy.  Bui l t  on br ick p ie rs  and covered with beaded s id in  
the dairy i s  par t i cu la r ly  noteworthy for  i t s  ra i sed  s i x  panel door with ea r ly  
nineteenth century wood cased lock and HL hinges, i t s  ea r ly  shelves and f i n e  
or ig ina l  sawnwork vents. 
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