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Pleasantly situated in rural Isle of Wight Countys Wolftrap 
survives as a picturesque and exceptionally unusual example of country 
Federal-period arc hi tee ture. Characterized by its asymmetrical gable roof 
sheathed with tin plate shingles, the house presents a three-bay, two-and-a­
half-story facade with a one-story rear elevation surmounted by a double tie1 
of dormer windows. Built of frame construction and covered with beaded 
weatherboarding, the house rests on a full brick cellar laid in three-course 
American bond. The house is served by four exterior end chimneys laid in. 
three-course American bond and having rough-stepped shoulders and free­
standing stacks. The house retains its early nine·over·six and six-over­
six sash on the first, second and attic floors. The porches on the front 
and rear elevations, while possibly conforming to the dimensions of earlier 
porches, were probably added in the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth 
centuries. 

Despite its unbalanced ''profile, Wolftrap is a square building 
approximately 32 1 6 11 on a side, and was designed as a double-pile, hall­
parlor plan. While the first floor has an enclosed stair between the two 
southern rooms, the second floor has a center hall with a simple molding 
stair rail supported on plain unturned balusters and newels. Access to the 
attic floor is gained through a second enclosed stair. The first floor 
retains its original interior trim including Federal-period mantels with 
characteristic deep moldings and delicate detailing. Also remaining is 
raised-panel wainscot with molded chair rail and baseboard. The second­
floor mantels are similar in style to their first-floor counterparts, but 
retain their original coat of black paint without any trace of marbelizing 
or decorative painting. Both the second and attic floors are fully wains-
coted with solid dado with molded baseboard and chair rail. The house 
possesses almost all of its early six-panel doors including s~veral.hung on 
:m.. hinges and having early brass or iron locks. • 

Like the first floor, the cellar is also divided into a four­
room plan. Until recent times, these rooms served as a kitchen, dining and 
storage area. Although some of the original interior woodwork of the 
cellar survivesJ most notably some wainscot and a six-panel door, it is now 
somewhat deteriorated. In sections of the floor, the cellar area retains 
a mixture of nine-inch-square tiles and plain brick pavers. 

To the northeast of the house stands a deteriorated frame 
quarter-kitchen. A plain two-room structure, the kitchen preserves two 
early horizontally battened doors, some hardware including an early· 
nineteenth-century wood-cased stock lock with sheet-iron trim, some shiplap 
siding and original nine-over-nine sliding sash windows. The chimney for 
the kitchen is built of brick laid in American bond and has a single set of 
rough weatherings. 
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Wolftrap survives as the 011.ly known example of an early 
Virginia farmhouse with the distinctive architectural feature of a double 
tier of dormer windows. Anoth~r more famous example) Bewdley, in 
Lancaster County, was destroyed by fire in 1917. Unl:i.ke Bewdley) 
Wolftrap has its dormers on only one slope of its roof giving the house 
an unusual asymmetrical profile. 

The origin of this treatment of dormers is unknown, 
although multiple rows of dormers are common on urban bu:iJ.dings of central 
Europe, while they are rarely found in Great Britain. In Virginia the 
feature was more often employed on industrial buildings such as mil.ls 
rather than dwellings. Tiers of dormers were especially prevalent on a 
number of the large early-nineteenth-century mill buildings in Richmond.; 
all of which were destroyed in the Evacuation fire of 1865. The only 
remaining Virginia mill with tiers of dormers is the eighteenth-century 
Muddy Creek Mill in Cumberland County. 

Wolftrap was erected in the second decade of the nineteenti 
century by the Jones family. The well-preserved house remains in the 
possession of descendants of the originaJ. owners. 
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Isle of Wight County Record.s; deed books, will books, and marriage register. 

Unpublished information from archives of the Virginia Historic Landmarks 
Commi.ss ion. 
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UNITED srArEs OEPARTMENr OF rHE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

HATIONAl. REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

COMMON 1 ••<>'o• ••no•" NUMERIC CODE (AHl,1"ed by NPS) 

WOLFTRAP FARM 
2. LOCATION 
ST A TE 

I 
COUNTY 

. ISLE OF WIGHT VIRGINIA 
STllll:IET ANO NUMBER 

627 and 680 . 
. 4 mile east of Route 627; 1 mi.le northeast of northwestern intersection of Routes 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE DATE SCAL.E 

U.S.G.S. 7.5' quadrangle 
Smithfield, Va. 1968 

REQUIREMEN,:S: PROPEflTY SOUNOARIES, WHERE RE.QUIRED, ANO NOl:ITM ARROW, 

FORM 10•30 I A 
(6/72) 

1. NAME 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIOMAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
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1:24000 
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Virginia Historic 
Landmarks Commission 1973 

Virginia State Library, 
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