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5. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n  
Ownership of Proper ty  Category of Proper ty  Number of R e s o u r c e s  within Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in count) 

[XI private 
[ I  public-local 
[ ] public-Stale 
[ 1 public-Federal 

[XI building(s) 
[ ] district 
[ 1 site 
[ structure 
[ ] object 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "NIA if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Contributing Nonconmbuting 

4 1 buildings 
4 0 sites 
0 0 smcllue-s 
0 0 objetrs 
8 1 Total 

Number of contr ibut ing r e s o u r c e  previously 
listed in t h e  National Register  
0 

6. F u n c t i o n  or Use 
Historic Func t ions  Current Func t ions  
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions) 

Domestic, single dwelling Domestic, single dwelling 
Domestic, secondary suucrure Domestic, secondary structure 

7. D e s c r i p t i o n  
Archi tec tura l  Class i f ica t ion M a t e r i a l s  
(Entcr categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions) 
Early Republic foundation Brick 

walls Wood: W e a t h e h a d  
m f  Asphalt 
oiher 

Narrative Descr ip t ion 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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8. Sta tement  of Signi f icance  
Applicable National Reglster Criteria Areas of Significance 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying (Enter categories from instructions) 
the property for National Register listing) Architecture 

[ I A Property is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 

[ I B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

[XI C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type. 
pcriod, or method of consuuction or represents the work 
of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or 
represenu a significant and distinguishable entity 
whose components lack individual distinction. 

1 1 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information imponant 
in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.) 

[ 1 A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

[ I B removed from its original location. 

[ I C a birthplace or a grave. 

[ I  D a cemetery 

[ I E a reconstructed building, object,or structure. 

[ I F a commemorative property. 

[ 1 G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Period of Slgniflcance 
179311795 to 1930s 

Slgniflcant Dates 
179311795 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affillatlon 

(Cite he books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheeu.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
[ I preliminary determination of individual listing 

(36 CFR 67) has been requested. 
[ I previously l~sted in the National Register 
[ 1 previously determined eligible by the National Register 
[ I designated a National Historic Landmark 
[ 1 recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
[ I recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 

Primary Location of Additional Data 
[XI State Historic Preservation Office 
[ I Other Sme agency 
[ I Federal agency 
[ I Local government 
[ I  University 
[ I Other 
Name of repository: 
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10. Geographical  Data 

Acreage of Property 6 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing 
1 18 350425 4099835 
2 18 350560 4099860 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the baundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the baundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

Zone Easting Northing 
3 18 350435 4099700 
4 18 350570 4099725 
[XI See continuation sheet. 

11. Form Prepared BY 

nameltitle Marilyn S. Melchor 

organizalion date 3 October 1994 

s u e t  & numbcr 1218 N. Fairwater Drive telephone 804 423 6592 

city or town Norfolk state Virginia zip code 23508-11 15 

Additional Documenta t lon  
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets  

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the properly's location. 
A sketch map for historic dismcts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the property, 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

name Mr. and Mrs. Allen G. McCabe, Jr. 

street & number 2901 Westchester Road telephone 804 272 3896 

city or town Richmond state Virginia zip code 23225 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 7 Page 1 

Poplar Hill 
Name of Property 

Isle of Wight County, Virginia 
County and Sfate 

- ~ ~~ -ppp-p ~~ ----p-p-ppp 

Summary Description 

Poplar Hill, a farm located in Isle of Wight County, Virginia, contains 125 acres. The site, about three miles northeast of 

the town of Smithfield, at 7968 Purvis Lane, abuts State Route 673, a gravel secondary road. The surrounding terrain is flat farmland: 

pine and hardwoods share the area with cultivated land. The historic building at Poplar Hill is a late-eighteenth-century, story-and-a- 

half, frame, halllparlor-plan dwelling typical of southeastern Virginia. The original building measured thiny feet long by seventeen 

feet deep before latcr additions, which not only enlarged the house but also obscured all but the north facade. Four dormers, two on the 

north side and two on the south side, project from the roofline. This dwelling has an early-nineteenth-century leanto addition to the 

rear, a post Civil-War kitchen addition to the east, a 1920s one-rwm addition to the west, and a screened-in fmnt porch on the main 

facade. Immediately behind dwelling, to the south, is a mid-nineteenth-century frame structure. This building, known to the family as 

the wash house, is one story high with an east-end chimney and a basement under the east end. See sketch map for approximate 

locations of smokehouse and kitchen, both surviving into the early twentieth century. There is evidence of an earlier road to the left or 

cast of the main dwelling house. This earlier entry to the grounds passes a flat area that is the site of a carriage house. This carriage 

house, which also contained the farm office, was removed about 1930. The archaeological remains of an icehouse sit just to the east 

of lhc carriage house site. To the rear of the main dwelling are three structures; a shed, a garage, and a stable. The pmpeny is well 

mainlained by the current owners. 
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Architectural Description 

Exterior 

The main dwelling at Poplar Hill rests on a brick foundation four courses high and laid in Flemish bond. The original 

portion of the house is of braced frame consrmction clad with beaded weatherboard. Presently, there is a screened porch on the north or 

principal facade. The current roofing material is asphalt shingles. 

There are four chimneys on the main house at Poplar Hill. Two opposing exterior chimneys are at each end of the original 

halllparlor section. These two chimneys are laid in Remish-bond brickwork with sloping shoulders. Both have had stack 

replacements. Two other opposing chimneys are on the east and west sides of the rear leanto addition. These chimneys are laid in a 

common-bond pattern of three courses of stretchers to each course of headers. These later chimneys also have stepped shoulders. 

The front facade of the original house is three bays wide on the first floor. The principal elevation has a six-panel door, seven 

feet, six inches tall and four feet wide. The door surround is a plain 2 112 inch-wide molding. This front elevation is asymmetrically 

flanked on either side by one six-over-six double-hung window that is 6 1R feet high. The northeast window is six feet from the 

entrance while the northwest window is 2 112 feet to the right of the entrance. These two windows are the only ones at Poplar Hill 

currently shuttered. The louvered shutters, seven feet high, attached to the window frame by metal hinges, and held open with a 

wrought-iron hwk and eye, are of uncertain date. An exterior window, the same dimensions of (he previous two, is located in the east 

facade of the structure. These three windows are the only ones remaining from the original house on the first floor. 

The gable roof is currently covered with asphalt shingles. Cedar shake shingles, several survivors of which are stored on the 

property, previously covered the roof. There are two dormer windows on the north side of the house and two on the south. All four 

dormers have four-over-four double-hung sash windows. 
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Interior 

The principal entrance opens immediately into the hall, the dimensions of which are 17' 3" x 16'. The adjoining parlor to 

the east measures 17' 3" x 14' 2". The hall has yellow pine flooring and recessed-panel wainscoting. The chairboard is a simple 

molding 2 1/2" wide. There is no crown molding. A picture rail 24" below the ceiling extends around the room The parlor has 

modem oak flooring over the original yellow pine boards. This room has neither crown molding nor picture rail. Its chair board is 

also a simple molding but the wainscoting in this room consists of raised panels below the chair board. Ceiling height in both moms 

is 10'. The hall has a fireplace surround that is identical to the one in the parlor. Both wood mantels measure 6' 6" x 7' 2". The 

shelf sits upon a simple frieze without ornamentation with ogee retums. The fireplace opening is arched and the sunuunding area is 

covered with plaster. 

The closed-string winder stair abuts the north wall west of the main entrance door into the hall. The yellow pine newel is of 

a simple square design. Five 2 ' 1"-wide steps, with one octagonal baluster with lamb's-tongue returns to each step, rise to a b d -  

and batten-door with metal latch that closes off the rest of the staircase. The next three risers beyond the doorway are painted with a 

stencil decoration of a floral motif inside a rectangular box delineated by white dots. Under the stair is a cellar area about half the size 

of the hall, approximately 10' x 8'. The walls of the cellar are brick, the floor is dirt, and it is probably an original enclosure. There 

is a line of mainly cut nails with a few wrought-iron nails in a first-floor floor joist exposed in the cellar. Access to this area is by a 

uap door in the closet floor. Access to the closet is by a door with wrought-iron strap hinges that retain their original leather washers. 

There is a brass knob pull on this door. The location of the closed-suing winder stair in the far northwest comer of the hall adjacent to 

the lieplace is similar to contemporary neighbors. Two such examples are seen at the Joseph Jordan House, built in 1795, and the 

Britt House, built around 1789. Both of these structures are also in Isle of Wight County. 
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All the doors at Poplar Hill have six panels with the exception of the four that are board-and-batten. These four are the short 

door under the s!&case. the door between the parlor and the dining room addition, the staircase door that leads 10 the upper floor, and 

the door between the two chambers on the upper floor. The closet access door is hung with wrought-iron strap hinges, while the other 

two board-and-batten doors are hung with HI. hinges. The door between the hall and the parlor has raised panels on the hall side and 

recessed panels on the parlor side. The door between the parlor and the later kitchen has recessed panels on the parlor side and raised 

panels on the kitchen side. The weathering of the door on the kitchen side, leads to the conclusion that it was once an exterior door. It 

is hung with HL hinges. The door between the hall and the parlor has recessed panels on the parlor side and raised panels on the hall 

side. The doorway between the parlor and the dining room addition appears to be a later cut It is a board-and-batten door, hung with 

HL hinges, and had a nineteenth-century lock and keeper. The door leading from the hall to the dining room addition has recessed 

panels on the hall side and raised panels on the dining room side. Its lock and keeper date to the nineteenth century. 

The second floor is divided into two rooms. In each room are two four-over-four sash dormers, measuring two feet wide with 

one-foot three-inch sills. The west room, which one enters directly from the staircase, measures 13' 6" x 16' 5". The top of the 

staircase has eight octagonal balusters with lamb's-tongue returns. The molded hand rail terminates in a simple square yellow pine 

newel. The flooring consists of yellow pine boards. Entry to the inner, or east chamber, is by way of a board-and-batten door (hung 

with wrought-iron HL hinges) in the partition wall. The east room measures 13' 6" x 13' 9". The end wall in this room has a square 

fueplace opening with a rectangular raised panel above the opening. The fueplace surround has a plain molding and a simple mantel 

sheif. The mantel measures 5'3" tall. The east room has a knee wall access door on both the north and south walls. Access is by an 

original door hung with H hinges. Both upper chambers have plain baseboards or washboards. 
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Additions 

The first addition was built onto the rear or south elevation of Poplar Hill shody after completion of the main block. The 

presumed use of lhis two-room addition was that of a dining room and bedchamber. The overall dimensions of lhis addition are 30' 2" 

x 12' 7". In the 1930s the smaller of the two rooms, the bedchamber, was convened into a modem bathroom. Two opposing exterior 

fireplaces appear at the east and west ends of the addition. The fiireplace surrounds are identical to each other. A recessed panel is 

located above each fireplace opening. The surround has a simple molding and a simple mantel shelf. The wainscoting in these two 

rooms is horizontal board sheathing below the chair board. The dining room now has an oak floor. The dining roomhichamber 

addition was built two feet below the grade of the original house. 

The next addition was a 21' 1" x 14' 3" kitchen wing built to the east side of the structure. Reportedly, this addition, which 

rests on several brick piers, was added shortly after the end of the Civil War. 

The west addition was built in the 1920s. Originally a sun room, this room is now enclosed for use as a bedroom. The 

fireplace surround here, while of the same period and general style as the others in the structure, was brought to Poplar Hill from 

another site. The formerly exterior fiireplace wall is now a painted interior wall, thus obscuring the reponed date brick in this chimney. 

Outbuildings 

The closest outbuilding to the main house sits about 20 feet to the south. Family tradition dates the construction at mid- 

nineteenth century, and names it the wash house. It is a 26' x 20', three-bay, frame structure that is covered with beaded weatherboard. 

The south side of the gable roof has fiberglass shingles. while the north side has a cormgated metal roof. The exterior 
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chimney, on the cast end, is laid in the common-bond brick pattern of three stretcher courses to one header course. The west end of the 

structure rests on brick piers, while the east end is over a cellar. Access to the loft is by a hatch in the ceiling of the west room. The 

loft has one window on the west end. There are two interior partition walls, one running northlsouth and a shorter one running 

eastlwest. The fist of these two walls divides the interior into two rooms; the west room is further divided forming a small closet or 

drying room. There is one exterior door in the north facade and one in the south. The fueplace on the east end wall has a surround. 

Enuy to the cellar is by a pent on the east end next to the exterior chimney. Judging from a date in pencil on the back of the siding of 

the pent, it can be determined that the enclosed pent covering the entry was constructed in the mid-1950s. 

The two oulbuildings -- a log shed and a stable -- are of early-twentieth-century construction. The garage post-dates 1930. 

See sketch map for relative locations. Locations of the archaeological sites are based on family tradition; they are shown on the sketch 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 8 Page 7 

Poplar Hill 
Name of Property 

Isle of Wight County, Virginia 
County and State 

Statement of Significance 

Poplar Hill, a simple house, represents the small planter's or middle-class late-eighteenth-century dwelling of southeastern 

Virginia. Its basic form, a hall/parlor plan, is unaltered. Modifications have been of a practical nature with an early-nineteenth-century 

rear leanto, a post-Civil War kitchen added to the east, and a west-end sun porch, (now enclosed), added in the 1920s. The interior of 

Poplar Hill is typical of the halllparlor-plan vernacular structures with simple wainscoting, mantels, chair boards, and baaen doors. 

Poplar Hill is being nominated to the National Register under Criterion C for significance in the area of architecture. The evolutionary 

nature of the house also adds to its architectural significance. 

Historical Background 

John Ston was born in Scotland, immigrated to this country with two brothers sometime prior to 1793 and settled in Isle of 

Wight County, Virginia. Among his first land acquisitions was a 90 acre uact at the headwaters of the Pagan River near the town of 

Smithficld (Isle of Wight County Deed Book 17, 151). In addition, Stou purchased 138 112 acres from Thomas Harmanson, heir of 

John Harmanson (Isle of Wight County Deed Book 17.90; Isle of Wight County Fee Book for 1793.34). At some point shntly 

thereafter, Stott built Poplar Hill on land first patented by Colonel Nathaniel Bacon in 1652 (King, Historical, 465). A brick at 

the base of the west exterior chimney bears the date either 1793 or 1795 (King, Historic Isle of Wieht.81 and McCabe. personal 

communication). Since this west chimney is now pan of a painted interior waU for an addition, the date brick is no longer 

identifiable. Stou located his home at the headwaters of the Pagan River not far from an existing mill and pond known as Wrenn's 

Mill and Wrenn's Pond (King, m r i c a l  No&, 465). The mill site was an established one when purchased by SloU. The fist 

mention of a mill at this location was in 1685 when Thomas Green bequeathed his wife "the mill I purchased of Colonel Nathaniel 

Bacon" (Isle of Wight County Will Book 2,252). 



N P S  Form 10-900-a 
( 8 - 8 6 )  

OMB No. 1024-0018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 8 Page 8 

Poplar Hill 
Name of Property 

Isle of Wight County, Virginia 
County and State 

According to Stott's will, which was probated 4 July 1814, he had amassed enough property to leave his wife and descendants 

two James River plantations, approximately 700 acres, a house, horses, steers, sheep, barrels of corn, pounds of pork, a brandy still, 

the mill at Wrenn's Pond, furniture, tableware, slaves, and $1,350 in cash (Isle of Wight County Will Book 11.402). This inventory 

reflects the comfortable status of a middle-class small plantation owner. Such men comprised a significant portion of Virginia's 

population. The dwelling house erected by John Stott falls into the description of vernacular houses as espoused by Dell Upton in 

"Early Vernacular Architecture in Southeastern Virginia." Upton stated that vernacular houses were "whatever are the most common 

ones in an area" (Upton, 3). Several other contemporaneous houses in the vicinity, including the Joseph Jordan House and the Britt 

House. feature the same halVparlor plan (Upton. 369. 373. 374, 375). Henry Glassie. in Folk Housine in Middle Virginia, calls this 

plan the Type 5 Tidewater House (p. 51). 

Poplar Hill has the distinction of having remained in the same family continuously to the present day. John Stou, who died 

in 1814, left the property to his son, Thomas, who died within weeks of his father. Thomas bequeathed Poplar Hill to his brother, 

Samuel who married Martha Butts (Isle of Wight County Will Book 11,404). Their son, William Alexander Stott, next inherited 

Poplar Hill (Isle of Wight County Will Book 18,319,320,328,342). At his death in 1884, his wife, Sarah Frances Ward Stott, and 

four children became the owners (Isle of Wight County Deed Book 47,3 13). In 1893, Sarah Stott's estate was divided among her four 

daughters. Ownership of the property was passed among the sisters for the next several years (Isle of Wight County Will Book 37, 

401). In 1928, Alice Grey Stott, one of the unmarried sisters, willed the farm to her nephew, William A. Alley (Isle of Wight County 

Will Book 35.301). At his death in 1967, his sister, Elizabeth Ward Alley McCabe. inherited the property (Isle of Wight County 

Will Book 37,448). Her son, Allen G. McCabe, became the latest owner in 1969 (Isle of Wight County Deed Book 197, 589). 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The boundary of the nominated property is delineated by the polygon whose vertices are marked by the following UTM reference 
poinu: 

1. 18/350425/4099835 
2. 18/350560/4099860 
3. 18/350435/4099700 
4. 18/350570/4099725 

The nominated property is located on the south side of State Route 673,0.9 miles northwest from the intersection with State Route 
677. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The boundary of Poplar Hill includes the house, outbuildings, and sites of non-exlant buildings, which sit on approximately six acres 
of open land. The six acres are bordered by State Route 673 (Purvis Lane), forest to the east, and open fields to the south and west. 
The described area has historically been pan of Poplar Hill and currently maintains the historic integrity of its setting. 






