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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND CRIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Stone House site is situated on a small knoll which

rises sharply for some 100 feet above twisting Ware Creek, two
miles south west of its mouth on the York River,- - Edmund
RuUFfin visited the building about 1841, and in a Farmers!'
Register article he commented on the difficult topography:
Wine site can be approached by land only by a 1ong, wild and
circuitous route, winding along on the ridge or hackbone of
this promontory, which 1s sometimes so narrow that two carts
could not pass abreast."™ Ruffin wrote that the six mile walk
from the mouth of Ware Creek was through "the most broken and
desert country to be found east of the Blue Ridge", and that
access from the water was equally difficult.

The structure was in ruins when Ruffin saw it, and
although parts of the walls remained standing well into the
twentieth century, all above-ground masonry has now disappearedi
Foundation fragments, however, remain to corroborate nineteenth
century descriptions. The rectangular building is said to have
been 18 1/2 Feet north to south and 15 feet east to west, with
walls of rough ashlar, two feet thick at the base and 18 inches
above. Parts of the foundations were uncovereda for examination
by Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission archaeoclogists in
April, 1972, and they were found to be of uncut sandstone, two
feet thick, 18 1/2 feet north to south and an indefinite length
east to west. Ruffin wrote that the building had a basement
| "half below and half above the surface of the earth", with main
| story walls survivingto a height of 6 feet above floor level.
Remains of an exterior chimney at the south end rose another 5
feet, and its 3 1/2 foot wide fireplace survived. A siXx foot
wide doorway plerced the west wall and a three foot door the
north end. The north door was flanked by two vertical slots
which were tapered to a narrower width within.

House ruin in his 1845 Historical Collections of Virginig

tion may have been taken from a picture supplied to him by a
local resident, E. Galt. However, his illustration corresponds
to written descriptions, and it conveys the strong defensive
appearance spoken of by Ruffin and others.
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Henry Howe included a wood-cut illustration of the Stong

although Howe may never have visited tne site, and his illustra-=
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Stone House, called 1n 1838 '"one of the most
antique buildings in this country", has long has the tradition
of great age and romantic associations. No definite date of
construction can now be attributed to 1it, although John Galt
Williamson wrote in a letter of September 4, 1838: "I am in-
formed by a very old man who acted as our guilde [to the
structure], that the oldest inhabitants when he was a boy
could give no account whatever of the time or purpose of its
erection". Williamson repeated the tradition that 1t was
puilt by Blackbeard the pirate for storage of plunder, a
legend that he writes caused many to dig for treasure, some
supposedly with success. Henry Howe, writing in 1845, re-
corded two other local traditions: that the Stone House was
built as a defense by Bacon's rebels in 1676 or was actually
much earilier, belng utilized "like the cave where Dido
entertalned Aenens, [as] a sort of rendezvous meeting-piace of
Captain Smith and Pocahontas"! Howe rejected these theories
but did postulate that the structure was bullt Dby Smith as &a
defense, basing his theory on a passage from Smith's History
of Virginia stating that he built a fort in a comparable
location,'near a convenient river upon a high commanding hill,
very hard to be assaulted.”

Although the legends are imaginative, the building's
claim to some antiquity is valid, and 1its form and location
imply that it was built as a defensive outpost. The solid
stone construction is unusual for Tidewater Virginia, and the
puilding®s inaccessable location seems tO preclude any function
except a defensive one. Access to the site by both land and
water is difficult, and there is no cultivable land nearby.
The necessity of a defensive outpost in thils area would have
been slight in the latter seventeenth and eighteenth centuries
thus an earlier date for the structure is reasonable. A
thorough archaeologlcal investigation of the site might
provide positive dating evidence for this unusual and fabled
ruin.
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tional Ilistoric Preservation Act of 1066 (Public Law 1 hereby certify that this property 18 included in the

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
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