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7. DESCRIPTION 
- ,  

I (chsck One) 

T1-e i n t e r i o r  is very plainand contains no o r i g i n d  fabr ic .  A 
ra i sed  chancel, with a semi-circiilar . > l t a r  r a i l ,  i s  located i n  the  ea s t  
end between the windo~~s.  A p a r t i t i o n  unrier the  ga l l s ry  i n  the  west end 
forms a vestibule.  Two doors open i n t o  a i s l e s  which lead toward the  
chancel. The walls a r e  plas tered m d  the  three-plane ce i l i ng  i s  covered 
with acoust ic  t i l e ,  Eight t i e  rods t o  strenghten the br ick  walls run 
across th6 church. 

G. H. 

CONDITION 

Upper Church stanr',s on the  south s ide of Route 14, about e ight  
and one half  miles ~011th of King ,md Queen Court House. The rectangular 
brick building measures 64' x 33'9", and i s  covered by a s teeply pitched 
gable roof with a box cornice and cornice returns.  A modern, gable- 
roofed cddi t ion of brick i s  con~ec ted  t o  t1.e west end of the  church by a 
br ick  pasrageway which hides most of the  west doorwcy. The church's 
wr.1l.s are  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond with g lmed headers above the bevelled 
wnter tnb le ,  with English bond below. Rubbed briclc i s  employed a t  t he  
corners, m d  marlcs the  window jambs. The ~,rindo~rs' s ez i - c i r c~ i l a r  arches 
e r e  >.id i n  eju?c-d briclc as  a r e  ti16 rims of the  c i r c i l h r  windars. riueen 
c losers  a r e  found a t  t he  bui lding 's  corners, ?.nd on e i t h e r  s ide  of the  
w!iic'ows nld doocways, although t h e i r  ernploymint is sometimes i r r e g d n r .  
There a r e  four  windows on both the north nnd the south s ides ,  and two 
i n  the  ecstern chancel end. A round window i s  1oca.ted i n  each g a b k .  
A 1 1  windows r.re f i l l e d  t d t h  colorod glass.  Both doorways are  executed 
in rubbed and gauzed br ick and have c l a s s i c a l  pediments. Although t h e  
west door unfortunctely has h e n  obscured by the modern addi t ion describe 
above, t he  segmental arched pediment of molded br ick  and tympanum with 
glazed headers, m y  s t i l l  be seen. The south doorway has a t r ian&ar 
pediment which includes e. ro.ked cornice of molded brick over f l a t  arch, 
ra i sed  jambs and pedestals.  
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P E n l o D  (crmch Ono or ~ a r s  na ApproprlnlsJ 

IJ Pra-Colurnbion I 16th Century EU 18th Century 20th Century 

15th Century IJ 17th Century IJ 19th Century 

S P E C l E l C  D A T E 1 9 1  ( I f  Appflcmble and Known) 

* R E A S  OF I I C N ~ F I C A N C E  (Check One or More am Approprlats) 

Abor iginal Education P o l i t i c ~ l  Urbon Planning 

Prahistoris E npinsorinp Ralipion/Phi. Other I S p s ~ f f y J  

Historic - Industry . . .  Iosophy 

IJ Agriculture Invention Sclancc 

a Architecture Landscape Sculpture 

Art Architscture Soci~l/Humon- 

Comme,ce Llteroture Itorion 

Communisatlens Militory Theater 

Conservation Music IJ Tronrportetion 

ITLTEMENT O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Upper Church i s  bclicved t o  have been constructed &tween 172L 
imd 1729, a d  i s  the  only surviving colonial  church of t h e  several  t h a t  
Served Stro.tton Major Parish. The par ish ~8 . s  crected i n  1655 from 
B i s h d  Parish, c?.nd i t s  first Upper Church i s  thought t o  have been located 
near t he  present l~lsttaponi Church, in the  cen t r a l  pa r t  of the  county. 
The second Upper Church was s i t ua t ed  jus t  t o  the  noFbh of the  present 
s t ruc ture ,  t he  t h i r d  Upper Church. 

The church was abandoned i n  1768 when the New Parish Church, 
taliing the  plectis of both the former Upper and Lower Churches, was 
completed. The New Church of S t r a t t on  k j o r  Parish does not survive. 
After t he  Anglicans l e f t  it U p p r  Church seems t o  have been used by a 
Bapt is t  group u n t i l  about 1842. It was then used by a school u n t i l  the  
roof and i n t e r i o r  were destroyed by f i r e  several  years l a t e r .  The church 
was r e b u i l t  within t he  wal1.s i n  1850, and served both Methodist end Baptist  
congregations ~ m t i l  the  l4ethodists gained f u l l  control. The building is 
s t i l l  mned .md uaed by a Methociist congregation who c a l l  it Old Church. 

Despite recent  oc'ditions and the l o s s  of i t s  wooden par ts ,  
Upper Church stands a s  one of t he  most a r ch i t ec tu ra l ly  sophisticated 
of Virginia 's  early-eighteenth century churches, and i s  a c l a s s i c  ex- 
m p l e  of t he  r e c t i l i n e r  church form. The dignif ied s t ruc ture  i s  noted 
f o r  i t s  graceful proportions a s  well o s  t he  high ca l iber  of i ts  glazed 
Flemish bond brickworlc. Its mold6d br ick  doorways are.of f i n e s t  qual i ty;  
t he  south doorway bsing comparable t o  t he  well-known example on the  
Records Office in Williamsburg. 
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