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6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
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7. Description 
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foundation lkICK 
walls B R I C K  

roof METAL 
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

SUMMARY 

Located in an isolated rural setting in King William County, Mount 
Columbia is a two-story Federal brick residence constructed in two 
stages; the rear portion was built circa 1792 and the front was added 
circa 1835. The original section has a two-story side hall and parlor 
plan, while the later portion, to which it is attached as an ell, has a 
center-passage, single pile plan. The house is constructed of brick 
finely laid in Flemish bond. The house is remarkably intact and retains 
its open setting with views towards the Pamunkey River. Also located on 
the property is a brick kitchen dependency, a family cemetery and the 
vestiges of a formal garden. 

Mount Columbia, a well-proportioned and sophisticated Federal residence, 
is in the center of a 99-acre tract of land in the vicinity of Manquin. A 
drive leads from the unpaved road through the surrounding tree farm to 
the ridge on which the house sits. To the south and east of the house is 
an open park with informally planted trees. A family cemetery, surrounded 
by an iron fence, is located in the southeast corner of the front lawn. 
The remnants of a formal garden to the east of the open park are still 
visible. Though difficult to see because they are substantially covered 
over, brick walks are located around the house. A one-and-a-half story 
brick kitchen/laundry building is located to the rear and is the only 
remaining historic outbuilding. Originally a collection of domestic 
dependencies were aligned in close proximity to the kitchen and house, 
probably as a plantation street located to the southeast of the house. 
Behind the kitchen to the north is an open field surrounded by woods. The 
fields originally contained a collection of agricultural buildings, the 
sites of which are probably undisturbed. 

The exterior of Mount Columbia is essentially unchanged. It consists of 
two distinct sections, the earliest having been built circa 1792 as a 
side-passage-and-parlor house. Around 1835, a two-story, center-passage, 
single-pile addition was connected to the south end, resulting in a 
reorientation of the front from the west to the south. At this time the 
side and center passages were joined, thus creating a T-shaped passage 
and an over all T-plan. This later section, which since its construction 
has functioned as the principal part of the house, is a sophisticated-- 
though conservative and late--example of Federal design. As such it 
suggests the builder's probable familiarity with the Virginia Governor's 
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N/ A 
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SOSEEP,, !-IILLIAI.1 

State significance of properly, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

STAT= OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Mount Columbia plantation dwelling is a two-part house illustrating 
the increasingly sophisticated architectural taste that evolved in rural 
Virginia during the early decades of the 19th century. The older part, a 
single-cell, two-story house erected in the 1790s for Gideon Bosher, is 
typical of the simple residences of moderate-level planters of the 
period. The formal, Federal-style front section, built in the 1830s for 
Bosher's son William, reflects the desire of increasingly prosperous 
Americans of the early 19th century to display their growing wealth in a 
suitably stylish manner. The general character of the later section 
appears to have been influenced by the Virginia Executive Mansion: 
William Bosher's brother John and his neighbor, Christopher Tompkins, 
were both involved in the building of the mansion. Mount Columbia 
occupies what was originally a portion of the vast landholdings of the 
College of William and Mary that were rented to farmers and provided 
income for the school during the 18th and early 19th centuries. 

JUSTIFICATION OF CRITERIA 

Mount Columbia is eligible for listing on the National Historic Landmark 
Register under criterion C. The house exemplifies the evolution of a 
rural dwelling from a simple two-story brick structure built during the 
early national period to a stylish, if late, example of Federal 
architecture likely influenced by the residence of Virginia's chief 
executive. Despite the changes it has undergone, the house retains its 
architectural integrity as a building that reflects in its evolution the 
corresponding rise from poverty to prosperity of two generations of 
Virginia planters who chose to remain and make their future in Tidewater 
Virginia rather than by following others in their migration westward. 

See continuation sheet 
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Boundary Justification 
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Mansion, the Wickham House and the Williams House in Richmond. The house 
sits upon a raised basement and each elevation is laid in Flemish bond 
with thin, finely tooled, and penciled joints. The structure does not 
have a watertable. A hipped roof covered with standing seam metal is 
pierced at either end by interior end chimneys. 

The symmetrical five-bay facade has a cental porticoed entrance and six- 
over-six double-hung windows with simple Greek Revival surrounds. The 
basement windows have six lights. Wood lintels with bulls-eye corner 
blocks detail each window opening. Reminiscent of the Governor's Mansion 
are inset panels, in this case of wood without ornament, that are 
positioned between the first-and-second floor windows. Though none 
remain, it is likely that the windows originally had shutters, as they 
were a typical element for buildings of this period and the facade shows 
evidence of shutter hardware. The handsome wood cornice has had to be 
reconstructed but still retains the original modillions of carved scrolls 
embellished with acanthus leaves. Because some of the modillions have 
been lost over the years, they are now more widely spaced than 
originally. 

The well-proportioned front portico rests upon an arched brick platform 
that has been rebuilt. Paired Tuscan columns support the classically 
detailed pedimented portico. The entrance, which resembles the circa 1830 
entrance of the Governor's Mansion, consists of a pair of wood doors, 
each with three raised panels, surrounded by sidelights and transom. 
Three lights above wood panels flank the entrance on each side and a 
four-light transom is set between corner paterae. A lintel with detailing 
similiar to those above the windows is positioned above the transom. Wood 
railings are located between the pilaster and outside column on each side 
and also extend along the sides of the steps. 

The end elevations lack fenestration. The rear elevation has a first-and 
second-floor window on either side of the ell, which joins the front 
sections at its center. The two sections are joined so that the eave of 
the front is higher than the eave of the rear. 

The earlier portion of Mount Columbia has functioned as a rear ell since 
the addition of the larger circa 1835 section. Constructed circa 1792, 
this early section is unusual in the fact that it is two stories in 
height rather than the more typical one-and-a-half stories with dormers. 
The second story is not as tall as the first. Built of brick laid in 
Flemish bond, the rear ell has a raised basement and front (east) and 
rear (west) porches. An interior chimney is located at the north end. The 
gable roof, as well as the shed roofs of the porches, are covered with 
standing-seam metal. 
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The east (front) elevation of the rear portion is three bays wide with 
the door at the left. A full front porch, much of which is original, 
extends across the front and has been enclosed at the north end to create 
a pantry closet that is entered through the dining room. The area beneath 
the porch has been enclosed to increase the size of the basement. The 
first-floor windows on this elevation are nine-over-nine double-hung, 
while those on the second floor aremuch shorter and are six-over-six. 
The door has six raised panels and a four-light transom. An unusual 
feature of this facade is the fact that the area protected by the porch 
roof has been stuccoed rather than painted. The west elevation is 
identical, with the exception that the areas beneath and at the end of 
the porch have not been enclosed and the door lacks a transom. Evidence 
suggests that the stair to the porch may have been moved. The end (north) 
elevation has two basement windows and an interior chimney. 

The elegant but plain interior is distinguished by the two perpendicular 
passages that were joined at the time the front was added. The central 
hall in the front portion is wider than the rear passage that contains 
the original circa 1790 stair. The straight-run stair leading to the 
basement is simply finished with a railing of square balusters and newel, 
whereas the railing from the first to the second floor is slightly more 
embellished with a turned newel. This stair turns and has a small 
landing. At the top of this stair the railing is curved and unusually 
high. To the left of the entrance is the parlor and to the north is the 
library, the latter having modern shelving on either side of the 
fireplace. A modern cornice has been added to each of these front rooms, 
and a chair-rail has been added to the library. The wood mantels in each 
of these rooms are identical, and consist of flanking colonnettes resting 
on square blocks beneath a plain frieze embellished only by a curved, 
recessed panel and a narrow moulded shelf. 

Typical Federal woodwork is found in the front portion of the house. Door 
and window surrounds have architrave mouldings with corner blocks: the 
flooring, mantels and baseboards are also original. The baseboards in the 
parlor are painted to resemble King of Prussia marble, which 
interestingly, was the type of marble used for baseboards at the Williams 
House in Richmond. The chair rail and cornices were added in the 1940s. 
Greek Revival mantels throughout the house are similiar, suggesting that 
they were all installed at the time that the front was added. They 
consist of a narrow shelf supported by pilasters that flair at the top to 
create a bracket. 

Two bedrooms are located on the second floor, with a bath located between 
them that was added in the 1940's. Closets and chair-rails were added to 
both bedrooms. Due to a difference in levels, there are two steps up from 
the rear to the front of the house. The basement of the circa 1830 
portion of the house has been divided by partion walls to create closets 
and also is the location of the kitchen and a bath. 
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The first floor of the circa 1792 section is the location of the dining 
room and was retrimmed at the time the front was added. China closets on 
either side of the fireplace, the chair rail and cornice were added in 
the 1940s. The mantel matches those found on the second floor of the 
circa 1835 section and was probably added at the time the house was 
enlarged. A door at the northeast corner leads to the enclosed portion of 
the porch. The second floor room is identical in arrangement and has an 
angled ceiling and smaller windows than found elsewhere. The basement 
retains several interesting features, such as stone pavers in the entry 
of the original front entrance, a wide door with three horizontal raised 
panels between the passage and the original dining room, a battened front 
door, and a corner cupboard in the dining room. The corner cupboard has 
two solid wood paneled doors on the bottom,with two eight-light glass 
doors above. The fireplace, which matches those found throughout the rest 
of the house, is flanked by windows that were added. This portion does 
not appear to have been retrimmed or had its doors replaced in the 1830s. 
A door and windows open into the enclosed area beneath the east porch and 
a door and windows similarly penetrate the west wall. 

The one-and-a-half story kitchen has a metal clad gable roof and an 
interior central chimney. It is currently used as a residence and was 
substantially rebuilt in recent years after having deteriorated. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Mount Columbia, in King William County, was constructed by Gideon Bosher 
and his son William Bosher. The tract of land that comprises the estate 
once was part of a grant given by King William to the College of William 
and Mary in 1693; the college leased parcels of the grant and collected 
rents for its own use. 

Charles Bosher, progenitor of the family in America, supposedly was a 
French Huguenot who arrived in Virginia in the 1730s or 1740s. He was 
employed as a teacher by the Wormley family whose lands adjoined the 
college lands. His son, Gideon Bosher, became a collector of rents for 
the college. 

Gideon Bosher married in the 1770s and had several sons, among them John 
(b. 1780) , James, and William (b. 1789) . John Bosher moved to Richmond 
by 1805, w2ere he lived for the rest of his life and worked as a 
carpente~. James Bosher also moved to Richmond, where he built 
coaches. By 1811 William Bosher had followed his brothers to the city4 
where he remained until 1 

, when he returned to King William County. 
He was back in Richmond by 1824, but moved back and forth between the 
county and the cigy until about 1835, when he returned permanently to 
King William County. 

It probably was Gideon Bosher, rearing a large family, who built the 
older, rear portion of Mount Columbia in the 1790s. It is unclear 
whether he resided in King William County thrgughout the 1780s; he may 
have lived for a time in nearby Caroline County. In 1786, however, as 
one of the "Inhabitants on the College Lands," he joined with his 
neighbors in petitioning the General Assembly for a reduction in the 
rents owed the college for the use of the land. The petitioners pointed 
out that although the rent was payable in tobacco and recently had 
doubled, the land was worn out from growing tobacco. They also claimed 
that they were poor and owned few slaves. One of their chief complaints 
was that "timber is so scarce on most of the lotts, that we have not 
sufficient for fencing, and the houses gone to decay, that your Hble. 
Petrs. are under the necessity to purchase the same, from saw Mills 
contiguous, for Dwelling houses." If Gldeon Bosher was an impoverished 
tenant in the 1780s it appears unlikely that he would have constructed a 
brick dwelling on land he did not own, unless the shortage of lumber 
forced him to it. 

By 1792, however, Bosher's increasing prosperity was evidenced by his 
purchase that year of two hundged acres of Ralph Wormeley's land 
adjoining the Mount Columbia tract; thereafter was listed as a King 
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William County land~wner.~ In 1814 and 1818 he purchased 330 additional 
acres of land--prg~umably the Mount Columbia tract--from the College of 
William and Mary. He died in 1825 or 1826, willing the property to his 
wife Ann B. Bosher for her use during her lifetime; ffter her death about 
1830 the land and house descended to William Bosher. 

William Bosher had himself ~~rchased 102 acres from the College of 
William and Mary in 1820. He continued to spend much of his time in 
Richmond until 1836, however, when a sudden increase in his fortune 
allowed him to enlarge Mount Columbia and his landholdings. 

William Bosher's brother John had prospered as a carpenter in Richmond. 
He hpiped construct and repair the Executive Mansion belyeen 1813 and 
1830, built a library in the State Capitol in 1828, served as 
superintendent of the ?f?nawha River improvement for the James River 
Company in 1821 and 1822, and built Bosher's Dam on the JaTgs River 
above Richmond. Late in September 1832 he died of cholera and his 

brother James was appointed executor of his esta42. Besides lumber, 
tools, windowsl8 shutters, and doors, John Bosher's estate includeq9$150 
worth of books. James Bosher finally settled the estate in 1835. 

It probably was in2a835 that William Bosher constructed the Federal front 
of Mount Columbia. Although this appears to be a late date for such a 
design, several factors may have contributed to its belated use. First, 
Willifm Bosher was living in Richmond as a young man between 1812 and 
1815 --a period when John Bosher was working on the Executive Mansion. 
Second, the contractor for the construction of the Executive Mansion was 
Christopher Tompkins, 22 King William County native who returned to the 
county to live by 1826. Third, Tompkins was a near neighbor of William 
Bosher in Kinq William County. Fourth, there are other documented 
examples of similarly conservative dwellings nearby: Burlington, a 
Classical Revival house built in the county in 1842; Howard's Neck, in 
Goochland County, built about 1825, is virtually a three-bay version of 
Mount Columbia; and Prqspect Hill, a Georgian-style house built about 
1842 in Caroline County. Finally, Mount Columbia bears a striking 
resemblance not only to the Executive Mansion in its general lines and in 
the panels between the upper and lower windows, but alsoZ4to the house 
that Christopher Tompkins built for himself in Richmond. Although the 
evidence is circumstantial, it appears likely that William Bosher, 
influenced by his brother John, by Christopher Tompkins, and by his own 
familiarity wlth two natable Federal-style residences in Richmond, built 
the Federal front of Mount Columbia about 1835. He no doubt drew upon 
his inheritances from his parents and his brother to finance its 
construction. 

Like his brother, the master builder, William 3osher prospered in his 
chosen vocation as a planter. By 1861, at the beginning of the Civil 
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War, he ranked among the top twenty taxpayers in the county, owning at 
least twenty-six slaves, thirtssn horses, sixteen cattle, thirty-three 
hogs, two carriayes, and a piano. In that year the average white 
taxpayer owned five slaves, three horses, fourteen hogs, and six cattle. 

Then came the war. By the summer of 1864 Grant's troops were passing 
Mount Columbia they attempted to turn the Confederate flank and 
assault Richmond; a century later the military accoutrements they left 
behind were excavated on the property. Although slavery was abolished 
and William Bosher's life was forever changed, he continued to be better 
off than his neighbors. In 1866 he owned one horse, twelve cattle, eight 
hogs, and no sheep, when the average ta~payer~~black or white, owned one 
horse, two cattle, three hogs, and one sheep. He probably still ranked 
among the top twenty percent of taxpayers. 

William Bosher died on 1 July 1884:28 he was ninety-five years old, and 
the death r ~ ~ o r d s  for King ~illiam County give the cause of his death as 
"old age. He was buried in the family cemetery in front of the house 
next to his wife, Gabriella Harvie. 

Although they have not been formally surveyed, the archaeological remains 
of the original plantation outbuildings, farm structures, and servants' 
quarters likely are undisturbed and could provide information about 
plantation life in the antebellum period. 

JSS 
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J .Cavet t  
Clarke,  e t  
a  1 

To Deed 

, t h  W. Arma 
re, e t  a1 

2 Acres, 
n t  Colurnbi; 
u in ton D i s i  
9  William 
, v- .  

THIS DEED, Made t h i s  20 th  day of November, 1959, by and between J. 

CALVET CLARKE and HELEN C. CLARKE, h i s  wi fe ,  p a r t i e s  of t h e  f i r s t  p a r t ,  and KEITl 

W. ARMATAGE and RUTH E. ARMATAGE, h i s  wi fe ,  p a r t i e s  of t h e  second p a r t r  

W I T N E S S E T H :  

Tha t  f o r  and i n  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  sum of TEN WLLARS ($10.00). ant 

o t h e r  good and v a l u a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  i n  hand p a i d  t o  t h e  p a r t i e s  of t h e  f i r s t  

p a r t  by t h e  p a r t i e s  of t h e  s e c o n d ' p a r t .  r e c e i p t  whereof is hereby acknowledged, 4 

s a i k p a r t i e s  of t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  do g r a n t  and convey un to  t h e  s a i d  p a r t i e s  of t h e  

second p a r t ,  a s  t e n a n t s  by t h e  e n t i r e t i e s  w i t h  t h e  r i g h t  o f  S u r v i v o r s h i p  a s  a t  

common law, wi th  GENERAL WPRRANTY. t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d e s c r i b e d  r e a l  e s t a t e ,  to-wi t :  

A l l  t h a t ' c e r t a i n  t r a c t  of l a n d  s i t u a t e d  i n  Acquinton 
M a g i s t e r i a l  D i s t r i c t ,  King William County, V i r g i n i a ,  
be ing  t h a t  p o r t i o n  of t h e  ''Mount Columbia" t r a c t ,  on 
which t h e  dwe l l ing  house i s  s i t u a t e d ,  c o n t a i n i n g  99.2 
a c r e s  a s  p e r  survey t h e r e o f  made by G. L. Evans, 
C e r t i f i e d  Surveyor ,  June 2, 1938, which s a i d  p l a t  i s  
r eco rded  i n  t h e  Clerk!s  O f f i c e  of King William County, 
V i r g i n i a ,  P l a t  Book No. 2, Page 49,  and t o  which 
r e f e r e n c e  i s  e x p r e s s l y  made f o r  a  more complete  and 
d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n - o f  s a i d  p roper ty .  

Being t h e  same p r o p e r t y  conveyed t o  J. C a l v i t t  C la rke  
and Helen C. C la rke ,  h i s  wi fe ,  a s  t e n a n t s  by t h e  
e n t i r e t i e s  w i t h  r i g h t  of s u r v i v o r s h i p  as  a t  common 
law, from Frede r i ck  C. Niederhauser  and B i l l i e  E ,  
N iede rhause r ,  h i s  wife ,  by deed d a t e d  J u l y  12,  1944, 
r ecorded  J u l y  15,  1944, i n  t h e  a f o r e s a i d  C l e r k ' s  
O f f i c e ,  i n  Deed Book 61,  page 347. 

T h i s  conveyance i s  made s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  and easements of 

r e c o r d ,  i f  any, t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  same may l a w f u l l y  a f f e c t  t h e  above r e a l  e s t a t l  

The s a i d  p a r t i e s  of t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  covenant  t h a t  they have t h e  r i g h t  

1 t o  convey t h e  s a i d  l and  t o  t h e  p a r t y  of t h e  second p a r t ;  t h a t  t h e y  have done no 

a c i  t o  en~umber_rhe~ai-thilt~tb&~_tia~-~~.*aer---A ---+ A - l l  






