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a DESCRIPTION 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Seven Springs i s  s i t u a t e d  on the  Mehixen Swamp near  t h e  Parnunkey Rive r  i n  western 
King W i l l i a m  County. The p resen t  house, probably b u i l t  ca .  1725-40, i s  a  square ,  s t o r y -  
and-a-half s t r u c t u r e  no tab le  f o r  i t s  half-hipped roof and c e n t r a l ,  T-shaped chimney s e t  
j u s t  behind t h e  r idge .  The house i s  b u i l t  of b r i ck  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond w i t h  glazed 
headers above t h e  beveled water  t a b l e  and i n  English bond below i t .  Raking courses  o f  
glazed headers accent  t h e  eaves.  The brickwork i s  f u t h e r  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by t h e  use  o f  
rubbed-brick co rne r s ,  jambs and jack arches;  by t h e  t h r o a t i n g  under t h e  window s i l l s ;  
and by t h e  handsome segmental a rches  which br idge  t h e  g r i l l e d  basement window openings. 

Seven Springs i s  t h r e e  bays long,  with 'doors i n  t h e  southern-bay df each  facade  and 
i n  t h e  west bay of the  n o r t h  end. A l l  of the  f i r s t - f l o o r  nine-over-hine s a s h  a r e  modern 
replacements of Vic to r i an  tvo-over-two sash ,  but  the  window frames a r e  o r i g i n a l .  Three 
of the  four  gable-end windows have been enlarged,  but  the  e a s t  window i n  t h e  southern 
end, including the  frame and four-over-four sash ,  is o r i g i n a l .  Three hipped dormers wi th  
modern six-over-nine s a s h  l i g h t  each o f  the  two main roof planes. Those on  t h e  f r o n t  
( eas t )  were added e a r l y  i n  the  n ine teen th  century,  while  those  o n  t h e  r e a r  a r e  modern. 
There is t h e  ghost  o f  a  hood over  the  r e a r  door. Nail ing blocks set  i n t o  t h e  brickwork 
and t h e  absence of a  jack a rch  over  the  r e a r  door suggest  t h a t  t h i s  hood was o r i g i n a l  t o  
the  house. There was apparent ly  no such p ro tec t ion  o f  the  f r o n t  en t rance .  

The i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  dormers was p a r t  of a  genera l  remodeling i n  t h e  e a r l y  
n ine teenth  century  which included the  pa in t ing  of the  brickwork r e d  and the  

jack arches white  ( t h i s  was c a r e f u l l y  cleaned dur ing  t h e  r e c e n t  renovat ion)  and some 
i n t e r i o r  redecora t ion .  

The p l a n  of t h e  house i s  an unusual one and c o n s i s t s  o f  fou r  unequal-sized rooms 
c l u s t e r e d  around t h e  c e n t r a l  s tack .  One e n t e r s  the  s t a i r  h a l l ,  a  narrow room i n  the  - 
southeas t  co rne r ,  and moves e i t h e r  t o  the  n o r t h e a s t  pa r lo r ,  t he  l a r g e s t  room i n  the  house,, 
o r  i n t o  the  southwest d in ing  room which, l i k e  t h e  small  northwest  room (now t h e  k i tchen) ,  
has a  corner  f i r e p l a c e .  

Much of t h e  o r i g i n a l  woodwork was removed, e i t h e r  i n  the  Federa l  remodeling o r  sub- 
sequently,  during the  house's i n t e r m i t t e n t  periods o f  neg lec t ,  b u t  s i g n i f i c a n t  c lues  r e -  
mained t o  guide t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of the  s t r u c t u r e .  The p a r l o r  has a l a r g e ,  r ec tangu la r  - 
plan f i r e p l a c e ,  w i th  a  small  c l o s e t  t o  t h e  l e f t .  The three-panel ,  r a i sed -pane l  door t o  
the c l o s e t  and the  c h a i r  r a i l  which e n c i r c l e s  t h e  room a r e  o r i g i n a l ;  t h e  remainder of 
the  woodwork i s  s r e s t o r a t i o n .  

The d in ing  room a l s o  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  c h a i r  r a i l  and three-panel  c l o s e t  door. 
On t h i s  door su rv ive  o r i g i n a l  f o l i a t e d  H-hinges, an e a r l y  f e a t u r e  n o t  o f t e n  found i n  
Virg in ia .  

I n  the  s t a i r  h a l l  the  c h a i r  r a i l  i s  o r i g i n a l ,  as  i s  the  t r i p l e - r u n  walnut  s t a i r  (with 
some b a l u s t e r s  renewed). The l a t t e r  has e l a b o r a t e  sawn b racke t s ,  a  square  newel, a  molded 
r a i l ,  and t h r e e  turned b a l u s t e r s  t o  a  t read .  

(See Continuat ion S h e e t  # l )  
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Seven Springs,  near  t h e  Pamunkey River i n  upper King W i l l i a m  County, i s  a 
s t r i k i n g  and unusual specimen o f  e ighteenth-century  Tidewater domestic  a r c h i t e c t u r e  
I t s  odd, square,  central-chimney p lan ,  one no t  found i n  any o t h e r  known V i r g i n i a  
house, lends a d d i t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t  t o  a  house d i s t ingu i shed  by its e x c e l l e n t  b r i ck -  
work, c l ipped gab les ,  T-chimney, and f i n e  surviv ing  i n t e r i o r  d e t a i l s .  B u i l t  
ca .  1725-1740 by t h e  Dabney family,  t he  e x t e r i o r  of the  house remains sub- 
s t a n t i a l l y  a s  i t  was when i t  was e rec ted .  

Captain George Dabney I (d. 1729), p o s s i b l y  t h e  b u i l d e r  of t h e  house, rece ived 
a  land g r a n t  i n  S t .  John's  Pa r i sh  ( then King and Queen County) i n  1701. Dabney, 
described a s  "Gent." i n  e a r l y  documents, was a  prominent f i g u r e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
h i s t o r y  of King W i l l i a m  County, serv ing  a s  a  member o f  t h e  County Cour t  from t h e  
county ' s  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  1702 u n t i l  a t  l e a s t  1716, a s  i ts  f i r s t  s h e r i f f ,  and a s  
an o r i g i n a l  f eo fee  of Delawaretown (now West Poin t )  i n  1706. I n  1722, t h e  leg-  
i s l a t u r e  author ized  t h e  es tabl i shment  of a  f e r r y  a t  Dabneyls p l a n t a t i o n .  

When Dabney d i e d  i n  1729, he l e f t  a  s u b s t a n t i a l  e s t a t e  i n  King W i l l i a m  and 
Hanover count ies .  To h i s  son George he bequeathed a l l  o f  t h e  land i n  King W i l l i a m  

1 County t h a t  he then  l i v e d  on "Together w* t h e  o t h e r  P l a n t a t i o n  on t h e  same, 
whereon he the  s a i d  George l i v e s , "  as  wel l  a s  ha l f  o f  h i s  1200-acre p l a n t a t i o n  

I on Cub Creek i n  Hanover (now Louisa) County. George a l s o  r ece ived  a  s i l v e r - h i l t e d  
sword, a  brandy s t i l l ,  and seven of h i s  f a t h e r ' s  s l a v e s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  s e v e r a l  
s l a v e s  who were a l r eady  i n  h i s  possession.  To h i s  o t h e r  son,William, Dabney was 
ab le  t o  leave  t h e  r e s t  of the  Cub Creek land,  another  500-acre p l a n t a t i o n  i n  Hanove 
County, s ix  s l a v e s ,  and cons iderable  s i l v e r .  

The c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  the  Seven Springs house has t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been a t t r i b u t e d  
t o  the  e l d e r  Dabney, but  the  evidence i s  inconclusive.  The t r a d i t i o n a l  d a t e ,  1732 
( th ree  y e a r s  a f t e r  George Dabney 1's death) ,  is based upon a plank l a b e l e d  "Bui l t  
by W. F. Cheekings 1732," reputedly  found b u i l t  i n t o  one o f  t h e  dormers i n  1878. 
But t h e  dormers were i n s t a l l e d  i n  the  house e a r l y  i n  the  n i n e t e e n t h  century .  It 
has a l s o  been argued t h a t  t h i s  was the  house George Dabney t h e  younger was l i v i n g  I 

i n  a t  t h e  time of h i s  f a t h e r ' s  death,  s i n c e  t h e  o l d e r  man was "known" t o  have 
l i v e d  c l o s e r  t o  the  f e r r y .  The d z s t r u c t i o n  o f ,mos t  of t h e  King William records  

I 
on two s e p a r a t e  occasions prevents  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n  of t h i s  problem. A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  
the  house can be s a i d  with some c e r t a i n t y  t o  have been b u i l t  ca. 1725-40,however. I 
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) H i s t o r i c  American B u i l d i n g s  Survey  I n v e n t o r y  
1958 F e d e r a l  
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Washington,  D. C. 
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7. No o r i g i n a l  t r i m  r emains  i n  t h e  k i t c h e n .  

I n  t h e  basement ,  one m a n t e l  remains  from t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  

yemodeling.  I t  h a s  h o r i z o n t a l ,  super imposed r e c e s s e d  p a n e l s  a n d  a  d e n t -  
l c u l a t e d  c o r n i c e  s h e l f .  S e v e r a l  o r i g i n a l  d o o r s  s u r v i v e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
house .  

No o r i g i n a l  o u t b u i l d i n g s  a r e  e x t a n t ,  b u t  a  m i d - n i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  f rame 
o f f i c e  w i t h  a  b r i c k  e x t e r i o r  end chimney and a Greek R e v i v a l  m a n t e l  s t a n d s  
s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  house .  

BOUNDARY TUSTIFICATION The b o u n d a r i e s  a r e  drawn t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  immediate 
ya rd  o f  t h e  house  and t h e  a x i a l  d r i v e  l e a d i n g  from S t a t e  Route  604. The 
n o r t h e r n  and e a s t e r n  l i n e s  a r e  p r o p e r t y  l i n e s ,  t h e  s o u t h e r n  l i n e  is 
a r b i t r a r y ,  and t h e  w e s t e r n  l i n e  f o l l o w s  t h e  t r e e  l i n e .  
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From George Dabney 11, t h e  p roper ty  passed t o  h i s  son James, who l a t e r  
moved t o  t h e  Louisa County p lan ta t ion ,  and i n  1795 i t  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  James 
Dabney's son W i l l i a m  "Brick House Bi l ly"  Dabney. Ea r ly  i n  t h e  n i n e t e e n t h  
century ,  Seven Springs was s o l d  t o  an A. 8. Ful len  and descended through t h e  
Pullen and Atkinson f a m i l i e s  i n t o  the  twent ie th  century.  A f t e r  having been 
vacant from 1940-1967, Seven Springs was purchased by M r .  and Mrs. H. D. Moffe t t  
who have r e s t o r e d  i t .  
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