
'urm 10-300 
;R 2.9 

10.1 &' 

I; h I T E D  STATES D E P i l R T M E N T  T H E  I l T E R I O R  

hTATIONAL XEGISmR QF HISTORIC PLACES 
INmhTTOWY -- NOLMINA'IZBN 

COMPLETEPJATIONAL REGISTER 
SE.CTlONS 

5q L. - NAME 
HISTOSIC 

Windsor ~ u f  

~ ~ L C C A T I O N  t.<X, .7 x i l e  approxina te ly  1000 
STRE';_; & \UMBER Kiver; 

-NOT 
CITY 7C1A"4; 

S ~ e e t  Ha l l  N. ~obming)  

V5rr.inia 5 1 101 

F~CLASSIFICATION t-&:.. 

-D!STRICT 

Xs;IL9l'iG@ 

-S'CCWRE 

'-S;TF 

-C%ECT 

PIED 

ZPRIVATE 
-EOTH 

ACQUIS:TION ACCESSIBLE 
-IN -YES 

-BEING -YES: 

X N O  

--MUSEUM 

-PARK 

X-PRIVATE 

-INDUSTRIAL -TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER. 

~ ~ O % V N E R  I .a- 

- -xoste Eox 
TCli:'V 

i?e s - ~ i r p , i n i  a 

I '~LOCATIOM t~v-, DESCRIPTEOM 

REG'<-=.'/ GF DEEDS.ETC. 
 kin^ Williar! 

STRFf- F. 'vUbIBER 

-- 
CiTY. TC;';S 

 kin^ W i l l i F .  

rq REPRESEMTARO~J IN EXISTING SURVEYS c o ~ t i ~ u a t i o n  s h e e t  61) 
LA2 

Ame?ican 

(2 .2 -1  -STATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

SGPVEY - 
CliV.  TC'AN 

Washinoton A 

No 

OF 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

FORM 


SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES - - COMPLETE APPLICABLE 

Shades (Prefer red)  ; f i n ' s  Ferry 

Approximately SW of Sweet Hall ;  f e e t  N of 
Parnunkey 1.7 mi les  SW of i n t e r s e c t i o n  of s t a t e  rou te s  30 and 

634. FOR PUBLICATION 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

VICINITY OF F i r s t  (Thomas 
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

King W i l l i a m  

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

-PUBLIC X O C C U  -AGRICULTURE 

-UNOCCUPIED - COMMERCIAL 

-WORK I N  PROGRESS - EDUCATIONAL RESIDENCE 

PUBLIC -ENTERTAINMENT -RELIGIOUS 

PROCESS RESTRICTED -GOVERNMENT -SCIENTIFIC 

CONSIDERED UNRESTRICTED 

-MILITARY 

OF PROPERTY 


154 E l  1, 
CITY. STATE 

t Poi n t  VICINITY OF 23181 

, OF LEGAL 

County Courthouse 

STATE 

V i r g i n i a  23086 

( 3 )  (see 

(1) H i s t o r i c  Buildings Survey 

DATE 

XFEDERAL 

RECORDS Libra ry  of Congress 
STATE 

D.C. 



CONDITION C H E C K  ONE CHECK ONE 

X-UNALTERED LORIGINALSITE 
- A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT A N 0  OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN1 PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Windsor Shades,also known as  Wate rv i l l e ,  i s  s i t u a t e d  on the  Pamunkey River 
about t e n  mi les  above West Poin t  i n  King W i l l i a -  County. The house s i t s  i n  a  
small  open a rea  between t h e  r i v e r  and a  pond and i s  sh ie lded  from t h e  publ ic  road 
by a  s t and  of evergreen t r e e s .  

The dwell ing house a t  Windsor Shades, t h e  on ly  surv iv ing  e a r l y  bu i ld ing ,  i s  a  
s tory-and-a-half ,  f ive-bay,  gambrel-roofed s t r u c t u r e  b u i l t  of frame covered <.with 
beaded weatherboards and s e t  on a  low, English-bond b r i ck  basement, A l l  of the  
f i r s t - f l o o r  windows have nine-over-nine sash  and modern ra i sed-panel  s h u t t e r s ,  whilc  
nine-over-six sa sh  a r e  used i n  t h e  f i l e  of f i v e  hipped dormers on t h e  lower roof 
plane z t  each s i d e  o f  'the house. The present  Greek Revival door frames each kave 
f o u r - l i g h t  transoms over.them. 

. . ,. . , 

The s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e s  f o r  which t h e  house i s  renawned a r e  t h e  massive Flemish- 
bond b r i c k  chimney s t a c k s  a t  e i t h e r  end. The e a s t  chimneys c o n s i s t  of double s t acks  
wi th  t h r e e  s e t s  of  t i l e d  weatherings on each and wi th  a  two-story pent between them. 
The basement i s  en te red  a t  the  c e n t e r  of t h i s  pent ,  and a  segmental a r ch  i s  used 
over  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  c l o s e t  window. The nor th  s t a c k  was apparent ly  r e b u i l t  i n  the  
e a r l y  n ine teen th  century .  An Snglish-bond b r i ck  end r i s e s  t o  f i r s t - f l o o r  height  a t  

I e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  chimney mass. The west  chimneys have two s t a c k s  wi th  two s e t s  
of asymmetrical t i l e d  weatherings on each an? x i t h  a  one-story pent between them. 
The p resen t  door i n  t h e  pent i s  n o t  o r i g i n a l ,  and t h e  south  s t a c k  was r e b u i l t  i n  
t h e  e a r l y  n ine teen th  century .  Traces of e a r l j -  n ine teenth-century  scored s tucco  
su rv ive  on both s t a c k s  and on t h e  underpinninz. 

Windsor Shadeshas a  cen t r a l -passage ,  Soiible-pile p lan  wi th  the  r e a r  (south) 
rooms sha l lower  than t h e  f r o n t  ones. A c l o s e d - s t r i n g ,  L-plan s t a i r  i s  loca ted  i n  
t h e  northwest  corner  of t h e  passage. This s t a i r  has a  molded b a n i s t e r  and newel 
caps,  square newels,  and e l e g a n t l y  turned vase-and-column b a l u s t e r s .  

The sou theas t  room has an e a r l y  n ine teenth-century  mantel wi th  f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s  
, suppor t ing  a  f r i e z e  decorated wi th  an e l l i p t i c a l ~ a t e r a ,  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks with 

gouged lozenges, and a  reeded band beneath the  s h e l f .  A symmetrical c h a i r  r a i l  and 
a  wooden co rn ice  a r s  c a r r i e d  around t h e  rooa.  The window frames here,  as  i n  a l l  of 
the  f i r s t - f l o o r  rooms, were rep laced  i n  t h e  mid-nineteenth cen tu ry  by Greek Revival- 
s t y l e  frames r v i t h s q m m e t r i c a l l y m o l d e d  t r i a l  and bu l l ' s - eye  pa tcrae ,  but  t h e  sash and 
g l a s s  appear t o  be o r i g i n a l .  

I n  t h e  southwest room t h e  chimney t r e a t a e n t  aga in  da te s  from the  e a r l y  nine-  
t een th  century .  It c o n s i s t s  o f  an a r c h i t r a v e  surround wi th  c r o s s e t t e s  support ing 
consoles  t r e a t e d  as  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks and a  c e n t r a l  reeded t a b l e ,  above which a re  
a  band of Wall-of-Troy-fret  molding and a  t h i c k  molded s h e l f  broken out  over  the  
consoles  and t a b l e t .  The whole i s  surmounted by a  p l a i n  overnlantel with an applied-  
mold panel. Eighteenth-century ra i sed-panel  wainscot ing and an e a r l y  n ine teenth-  
century  d e n t i l  co rn ice  a r e  a l s o  present .  

The passage i s  decorated wi th  r a i sed -pane l  wainscot ing and with a  modern wood 
cornice .  

The no r theas t  room appa ren t ly  r e t a i n s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  decora t ion  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  
' ( see  c o n t i n u a t i o n  s h e e t  : - 2 )  



~ o r m  No l o  300a 
[Rev 10 741 

Uh IT tD  STATES D t P A K T M E h T  O F  THk I N T t l l l O R  
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY --NOMINATION FORM 

Windsor Shades, King William County, V i r g i n i a  

CONTl NUATION SHEET ik2 ITEM N U M B E R  PAGE 1 

The narrow room end i s  f u l l y  paneled, wi th  a  bo lec t ion  mold surrounding t h e  
segmental-arched f i r e p l a c e .  A symmetrical c h a i r  r a i l  is c a r r i e d  around t h e  
o t h e r  t h r e e  s i d e s  of  t h e  room. No e a r l y  t r i m ,  except a  c h a i r  board which 
formerly had a  c h a i r  r a i l  l i k e  t h a t  i n  t h e  o t h e r  rooms, su rv ives  i n  t h e  
northwest room. 

I n  t h e  basement i s  preserved an unusual ly l a r g e  cooking f i r e p l a c e  
topped by a  segmental a rch .  The f i r e p l a c e  i s  served by the  south  f l u e  
o f  t h e  e a s t  chimneys. 

DTU 

Windsor Shades i s  s e t  i n  a  wooded patch near  t h e  c e n t e r  of 
fou r t een  a c r e s  border ing  water  on t h e  no r th  and south.  The acreage 
being nominated r e p r e s e n t s  the  l a s t  remaining i n t a c t  po r t ion  o f  t h e  
o r i g i n a l  f i f t y - e i g h t - a c r e  t r a c t  acquired by Edward F'ye Chamberlayne i n  
1786. 
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Nindsor %ads, sornetimes.Xnown a s  Wate rv i l l e ,  s i t u a t e d , o n  t h e  Pamunkey River  inKing  
William County, i s  a s t r i k i c ~ l y  handsome, l i t t l e - a l t e r e d  Tidewater p l a n t e r ' s . h o u s e .  
A r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e r e s t  i s  der ived  from i t s  h igh-qual i ty  e ighteenth-and e a r l y  nine-  
teenth-century  i n t e r i o r s  and e s p e c i a l l y  from i t s  well-knorun massive Flanish-bond 
b r i c k  chimneys. The e a s t  chirnneys,with t h e i r  two s t o r i e s  o f  pent  c l o s e t s ,  a r e  a famous 

jexample of  c o l o n i a l  masonry. Windsor Shadewas connected w i t h  t h e  Chamberlayne f a m i l y ,  
prominent i n  e ighteenth-century  King William and New Kent coun t i e s .  By v i r t u e  o f  i ts  
l o c a t i o n  on t h e  r i v e r  a t  a po in t  c l o s e  t o  New Kent Court House, i t  was t h e  s i t e  f o r  
most of the  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  of a h e a v i l y t r a v e l e d f e r r y , s e v e r a l  o f  the  f e r r y ' s  
p r o p r i e t o r s  l i v i n g  a t  Tdindsor Shades. 

Again, t h e  King William records  a r e  not  adequate t o  t r a c e  t h e  land t i t l e  a f t e r  
Edward Pye Chamberlaynets dea th ,  but  i t  appears t h a t  by 1826 William B. Bro~me was 
t h e  owner o f  Il'indsor Shades,having purchased i t , e i t h e r  from t h e  Chamberlaynes o r  from 
t h e  Ruff in  family,  who had owned neighboring SrueftHall ' in  t h e  e igh teen th  century  and 
who i n t e ~ a r r i e d  wi th  the  Chamherlaynes. I n  1842, Windsor Shades became t h e  proper ty  
of Henry Corr (b. 1813),  who was s t i l l  l i v i n g  t h e r e  i n  1897. The p resen t  owners a r e  
M r .  and Elrs. Samuel Krewatch, who acquired i t  about 20 years  ago. 

The land t i t l e  is not  c l e a r ,  owing t o  the  d e s t r u c t i o n  of many of  t h e  King William 
County records ,  but  t h e  house was b u i l t  around t h e  middle of  t h e  e igh teen th  century ,  
poss ib ly  by Thomas Chamberlayne, who married Wilhelmina Byrd of Westover p l a n t a t i o n .  
A t  any r a t e ,  i t  i s  f a c t  t h a t  t h e i r  son Edward Pye Chamberlayne (1758-1806) d id  own 
t h e  Windsor S h a d e t r a c t ,  e i t h e r  by i n h e r i t a n c e  from h i s  pa ren t s  o r  p o s s i b l y  through 
h i spurchase  i n  1786 of  t h e  58  ac res  knorm a s  ~ u f f i n ' s  Fe r ry  from W i l l i a a  Ruff in  of  
Essex County. Chamberlayne's account book f o r  the  f e r r y ' s  o p e r a t i o n  i n  the  1780s  
su rv ives  i n  t h e  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c a l  Socie ty .  A f i g u r e  of l o c a l  prominence, Chamber- 
layne was a =an of  moderate weal th and owned 1 2  s l a v e s  i n  t h e  1780s . He served a s  
a l i e u t e n a n t  i n  t h e  American navy dur ing  t h e  Revolut ion and was a county j u s t i c e  i n  
1793. One of h i s  c h i l d r e n ,  Lewis Webb Chamberlayne, was a founder of  t h e  Medical 1 

1 College of  V i rg in i a ;  another  son, Byrd Chamberlayne, marr ied i n t o  t h e  family of  Thomas I 

S u l l y ,  the  p a i n t e r .  1 
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