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DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OFllGlNAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Fox H i l l  P lanta t ion,  an open l e v e l  t r a c t  of farmland on the  Northern Neck of 
Virginia ,  is the  s i t e  of an L-shaped, two-story house b u i l t  there  during the f i r s t  
quar te r  of the 19th century. Although popularly believed t o  have been b u i l t  i n  th ree  
sec t ions ,  the  uninterrupredFlemish-bond brickwork shows the  e n t i r e  house was b u i l t  a t  
one time. The facade is  f i v e  bays long with 9/9 sash.  Jack arches a r e  used over the  
f i r s t - f l o o r  openings, and rowlock l i n t e l s  a r e  used over the second-floor windows a s  wel l  
a s  the  basement openings, which a r e  s e t  below a beveled water t ab le .  The low-hipped roof 
is decorated with a molded br ick  cornice (an unusual f ea tu re  i n  eas te rn  Virginia)and 
surmounted by t a l l  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys with corbelled caps. The o the r  long s ides  of 
the  bui ld ing fol low the  same general  morphology, and putlog holes e n c i r c l e  the  bui ld ing 
a t  second-s to ry  l eve l .  . 

The plan 'bf Fox H i l l  is a v a r i a t i o n  of the "I-house" plan sometimes found among 
la rge  e a r l y  19th-century houses i n  Tidewater Virginia.  The f r o n t  s e c t i o n  has a f ami l i a r  
central-passage,  s ing le -p i l e  plan, with one room on e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  s t a i r  passage, 
while the  southwestern arm of the e l l  repeats  the  plan by appending another s t a i r  passage 
and room t o  the  f r o n t  sec t ion ,  producing a room-passage-room-passage-room arrangement. 
A t  the  west end of the  e l l  is an o r i g i n a l  b r i ck  lean-to c l o s e t  (now a ki tchen) ha l f  the  
s i z e  of the adjacent  room. 

The decorat ion i n  the  house is res t ra ined ,  but well-crafted.  The,north par lor  is 
t h e  p r inc ipa l  room. It has recessed-panel wainscoting with a pedestal  cha i r  r a i l  and a 
mantel cons i s t ing  of reeded p i l a s t e r s  supporting an unembellished a rch i t r ave  wi th  
en tab la tu re  blocks and a c e n t r a l  t a b l e t .  The whole is surmounted by a shel f  emphasized 
by profuse, exaggerated moldings. Flanking the chimney b reas t  a r e  round-arched niches 
wi th  a t tenuated p i l a s t e r s  s i m i l e r  t o  those on the  mantel and with molded keystones whose 
s o f f i t s  extend the  depth of the  recessed-panel in t rados .  

The passage a l s o  has a pedestal  c h a i r  r a i l ,  capping p l a i n  wainscoting. The open- 
s t r i n g  s t a i r  has a l i g h t  turned newels a round, ramped-and-eased b a n i s t e r ;  two rec tangular  
b a l u s t e r s  t o  a t read;  and sawn s c r o l l e d  brackets .  . , 

The southeas t  pa r lo r ,  probably o r i g i n a l l y  a dining room, is  decorated s i m i l a r l y  t o  
t h e  nor th  par lor ,except  t h a t  t h e  mantel has a reeded c e n t r a l  t a b l e t .  The niches t o  e i t h e r  
s i d e  of the  f i r e p l a c e  serve  a s  cupboards and a r e  f i t t e d  wi th  glazed doors re ta in ing  much 
of t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  g l a s s .  The brickwork of the  o r i g i n a l  jack arch over the  f i r e p l a c e ,  
which was never p las tered ,  is of a notably ,high qua l i ty .  

The r e a r  passage decorat ion is  l i k e  t h a t  i n  the  f r o n t  passage except t h a t  the  s t a i r  
brackets  a r e  somewhat p la iner .  The e l l  room, which now serves  a s  a dining room but which 
was probably a chamber o r i g i n a l l y ,  has wainscoting and a c h a i r  r a i l  s i m i l a r  t o  the  o t h e r  
f i r s t - f l o o r  rooms. Themantel lacks t h e  c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  and is genera l ly  somewhat more 
a t tenuated i n  i t s  proportions than those i n  the par lor .  The adjacent  lean-to room has 
been converted t o  a kitchen. It probably served o r i g i n a l l y  a s  a c l o s e t  and consequently 
was undecorated. 

(See Continuation Sheet V1) 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Fox H i l l  ~ l a n t a i i o n ,  an open s t r e t c h  of  'farmland near  the  Rappahannock River i n  
Lancaster County, is  named f o r  i ts 17th-century owner, David Fox, r i c h  and powerful 
p l a n t e r  who c a l l e d  the  t r a c t  H i l l  ~ l a n t ' a t i o n  Known i n  l a t e r  yea r s ,  a s  Farmvil le ,  the  
property is nofable a s  we l l  f o r  its L-shaped e a r l y  19th-century house. The l a t t e r  
is  d i s t ingu i shed  by i t s  outstanding brickwork, handsome i n t e r i o r s ,  well-maintained 
but  l i t t l e - a l t e r e d  condit ion,  and s t r i k i n g  outbuildings.  A s  a group, t h e  bui ld ings  
a r e  r ep resen ta t ive  of the  unacademic but  a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  soph i s t i ca ted  p l a n t a t i o n  
groups of many prosperous Virginians i n  t h e  na t iona l  period. 

The H i l l  P l an ta t ion  was one of s e v e r a l  owned by David Fox I, who served on the  
f i r s t  Lancaster County Court i n  1652. An except ional ly  wealthy man f o r  h i s  time and 
place,  Fox bestowed l a r g e  amounts of s i l v e r  and f i n e  c lo th ing upon h i s  c h i l d r e n  before 
h i s  death. Although no t e s t  excavations have been made, the  s i t e  of FOX'S house may 
be wi th in  the  boundaries of t h e  property under nomination, and t h i s  could be of 
archaeologica l  i n t e r e s t .  The H i l l  P l an ta t ion  descended i n  FOX'S family i n t o  the  18th 
century. It was acquired sometime i n  the  f i r s t  ha l f  of the  18 th  century by John Chinn, 
whose descendant El izabeth  Chinn married Richard Selden I1 (d.1823) i n  1774. Selden, 
who acquired t h e  p lan ta t ion  i n  1793, apparent ly  named it Farmville and b u i l t  t h e  present 
house near  the  end of h i s  l i f e .  

The present  owner, Miss Marjorie  Eastwick, acquired the property i n  t h e  1940s and 
renamed i t  FOX('s) H i l l  P lanta t ion ,  i n  commemoration of  the  o r i g i n a l  owners. 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

Two o r i g i n a l  outbui ld ings  survive.  Aligned wi th  t h e  house and d i r e c t l y  sou th  
of i t  is a  two-story, three-bay b r i c k  k i tchen  b u i l t  of b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond. 

e -  The brickwork is of a  s l i g h t l y  d i f f e r e n t  cha rac te r  from t h a t  of  t h e  house. The 
mor tar  j o i n t s  a r e  scored,  while  those of t he  main house a r e  s t r u c k ,  and remnants 
of  g l az ing  su rv ive  on the  headers.  The i n t e r i o r  bonding i s  Engl i sh ,  whi le  t h a t  on 
the  main house is  three-course American bond. F i n a l l y ,  a  molded wood co rn ice  is 
used on t h e  k i tchen .  I n  s p i t e  of these  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  the  two bu i ld ings  appear t o  be 
c l o s e  contemporaries.  One t r a d i t i o n a l  da t e  f o r  the  house, 1803, seems t o  be a  l i t t l e  
too e a r l y  f o r  the  present  s t r u c t u r e .  However, the  old-fashioned brickwork of t he  
k i t chen  sugges ts  t h a t  an 1803 house t o  which t h a t  ou tbu i ld ing  belonged may have been 
destroyed not  long a f t e r  i t s  cons t ruc t ion  and replaced w i t h  t h e  present  house. 

Other  no tab le  f e a t u r e s  of t he  k i tchen  include 616 s a s h  wi th  18th-century  
muntin p r o f i l e s ,  s tuccoed f i r s t - f l o o r  jack a rches ,  and put log  holes .  The plan is  
t h a t  of a  s i n g l e  room wi th  exposed beaded j o i s t s  on the  f i r s t  f l o o r ;  two rooms 
and a  s t a h - h a l l ,  d iv ided  by ho r i zon ta l  board p a r t i t i o n s  w i t h  hand-headed c u t  n a i l s ,  
occupy the  second f l o o r .  The i n t e r i o r  brickwork has been c rude ly  repoin ted  w i t h  
Port land cement. There i s  a  f u l l  c e l l a r  under the  bu i ld ing .  

D i rec t ly  west of t h e  k i t chen  is an o r i g i n a l  pyramidal-roofed smokehouse b u i l t  ~ 
of b r i ck  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond of s i m i l a r  workmanship t o  t h e  main house. 

Because Fox H i l l  P l an ta t ion  i s  a  f l a t ,  open, e s s e n t i a l l y  u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d  
t r a c t  of land ,  t h e  r e g i s t e r  bounds have been drawn t o  encompass a  por t ion  of t he  
surrounding f i e l d s  l a r g e  enough t o  include the  probable s i t e s  of any vanished 
domes t i c  and farm s t r u c t u r e s  . 

No o t h e r  outbui ld ings  of note surv ive .  Reputedly, t h e  main house and k i t chen  
were once p a r t  of a  l i n e  of f i v e  domestic bui ld ings .  One of  t hese ,  a  two-story 

1 pyramidal-roofed b r i c k  d a i r y  b u i l t  i n  Flemish bond wi th  g lazed  headers ,  is  shown by 
an o ld  photograph t o  have s tood between the  house and t h e  k i t chen .  No evidence of 
t h e  o the r s  su rv ives .  
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Fox H i l l  Plantation 
Landaster County, Virginia 
Floor Plan - Scale: 1 n=l 0' 

. Credit: Va. Histor ic  I andra rks  
Conmission, 1978 
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Fox H i l l  Plantation . 
Lancaster County, Virginia - -  
Kitchen Floor Plan 
Scale : 1 "=I0 
Credit: Va. Historic Landmrks ~ 
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