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St .  ~ a r y ' s  Whitechapel i s  a  r ec t angu la r  s t r u c t u r e ,  approximately 64'  x 29', 
of b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond wi th  glazed headers wi th  English bond below 
the  beveled water  t a b l e .  Rubbed b r i c k  i s  employed a t  the  corners  of 
the bu i ld ing  and i n  the  a rches  and jambs of the  semic i r cu la r  arched 
windows. The p o s i t i o n s  of the  o r i g i n a l  nave and chancel  which were removed 
i n  1832 a r e  evidenced by the  l a r g e  patches i n  t h e  c e n t e r s  of the  e a s t  and 
west wa l l s .  The former voids a r e  l a i d  i n  Flemish bond, the  b r i c k  being 
taken from the  dismantled nave and chancel .  A b r i ck  patch on the  south  
wa l l  f i l l s  i n  a  former round window, and patches on the  no r th  wall r e s u l t  
from a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  a n  o r i g i n a l  and l a t e r  doorways. The present  south 
and west doorways, a s  w e l l  a s  the  four  inne r  windows on the  e a s t  and west 
w a l l s ,  d a t e  from the  1832 a l t e r a t i o n s .  The s t r u c t u r e  is covered by a  
hipped r o o f ,  surrounded a t  i ts  base by a  modil l ion corn ice  of which most 
is thought t o  be o r i g i n a l .  

17. DESCRlPTlON . 

On t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  the  south  g a l l e r y  with i t s  molded handra i l  and turned 
b a l u s t e r s ,  a l l  supported on fou r  s l ende r  Tuscan columns, i s  the  only 
c o l o n i a l  woodwork remaining. The p resen t  s t a i r c a s e  t o  the  g a l l e r y  d a t e s  
from the  ea r ly - twen t i e th  century  and i s  i n  a  d i f f e r e n t  l oca t ion  from the  
o r i g i n a l .  During t h e  e igh teen th  century  the re  were a l s o  a  no r th  and a 
west g a l l e r y ,  both of which were removed dur ing  t h e  n ine teenth-century  
a l t e r a t i o n s .  Although t h e  church ' s  o r i e n t a t i o n  has been changed, the  sou 
g a l l e r y  remains t h e  only  su rv iv ing  s i d e  g a l l e r y  i n  a  Virg in ia  c o l o n i a l  
church. 

C O N D i T l O N  

INTEGRITY 

Except f o r t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of  a modern secondary highway bordering the3 
churchyard, S t .  ~ a i - ~ ' s '  rui-ai s e t t i n g '  has  changed l i t t l e  s incb  the  e i g h t e e n t -  
century .  The s t i l l - u s e d  burying ground con ta ins  notable  c o l o n i a l  and . .  
~ i c t o r i a n  monuments. 
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Though seve re ly  a l t e r e d  from i t s  e ighteenth-century  form, t h e  remaining 
por t ions  of S t .  Mary's Whitechapel a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  su rv ivor s  of  one of 
V i r g i n i a ' s  more important c o l o n i a l  churches. The church s t i l l  possesses 
i t s  communion s e t  presented i n  1669, i t s  1702 s e t  of  t a b l e t s ,  i t s  1718 
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Abor iginol . : I : , : -  Educ.tlon . IJ : ,.'Political i ' i  ., Urbon .P lonn in~  

Prehistoric IJ Enpineering 0 Rsl ig im/Phi -  0th.r (Spscllv) 

Historic Industry 0 ' . losophy [P1 
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Art Lond.cop. Sculptur. 0 
Cornmeres 0 Architecture 0 Socloi/Humen- 

Commuoic.ti..s Litarotur. 0 itllli." 

Conservation Military 0 Tha-tar 0 
Music c? Transportation 0 

~ T ~ ~ E M E N T  O F  S~CNIFICINCE (Include P e r a m e g s s ,  Dalaa .  Ewnte.  E l c . )  

A s  e a r l y  a s  1661 the lower ~ o r t h e r n  Neck por t ion  of what was then Lancaste 
County contained an upper and lower pa r i sh  which by 1669 came t o  be known 
a s  S t .  Mary's Whitechapel and C h r i s t  Church, r e spec t ive ly .  The p a r i s h  
was c a l l e d  St.  Mary's Whitechapel a f t e r  the London church of the  same 
name a s  some of  the e a r l i e s t  communicants had come from the  Whitechapel 
d i s t r i c t  of the  English c a p i t a l .  A church was s tanding  on the s i t e  of 
the  present  church of  S t .  Mary's a s  e a r l y  a s  1669, and i t  is be l ieved  
t h a t  t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  provided the  core  f o r  t h e  cruciform e ighteenth-century  
s t r u c t u r e .  The e x i s t i n g  po r t ions  of S t .  Mary's Whitechapel were b u i l t  
a s  t r a n s e p t s  i n  1740-41 under a  c o n t r a c t  wi th  James Jones. During t h e  
c o l o n i a l  period the  church ' s  most d i s t ingu i shed  communicants were the 
members of t h e  B a l l  family whose impressive s e r i e s  of  a l ta r - tombs  a r e  
found i n  t h e  burying ground. Mary Ba l l  was the  mother of George Washingto 
and a pa r i sh ione r  of S t .  Mary's. 

z - 
W 

w 
ul 

, . .  
S t .  Mary's "as ab.andoned a f t e r  the   ise establishment, but  i n  '1832 the  

" 

church was repa i red  and reoccupied,., During t h e  , c o u r s ~  .of r e p a i r  ,the..nave 
and chancel  (poss ib ly  the-1669 por t ions  of  t h e  church) were removed, and 
the  b r i c k s  were used t o  f i l l  t h e  vo ids  between the  t r ansep t s .  The t r ansep t  
thus became the  nave and chancel  of a  church g r e a t l y  reduced i n  s i z e .  t 
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