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Corotoman is now a buried ruin, It was perhaps the finest house
in Vivginia when 1t wans built early in the eighteenth santuzry by Robert
“King" Carter who inherited the property from his father, John Carter,
in 1669, The house was destroyed by fire in 1729, 1In the 1930's James
Wharton, a local antiquarian, unearthed a horde of eighteenth-century
bottles and other artifacts from the collapsed cellar, The cellar,
which was under only part of the house, measured about eighty feet by
twenty-five feet. The recent investigations'by Ivor Noel Hume revealed
that much more of the Corotoman site remains to be excavated.
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TATEMENT OF BiGNIFICANCE

as any in the colonies,

were sealed within the ruins.

however, lies in its sudden and untimely end.
glory, the house was completely destroyed by fire and its contents
It is therefore a "time capsule"” of
the period, uncontaminated by later construction or alteration,

The house is also believed to have influenced the architectural
development of many buildings in Virginia end, with adjoining sites,
where once stood a complete plantation village, ranks as one of the
most important archaeological sites in the Commonwealth. ~

Robert "King" Carter (1663-1732) was among the wealthiest men
in eighteenth-century Virginia, and his house was probably as fine
The archaeological importance of the site,
At the height of ite

e e R i AEE
DI R
« 7



R BIBCIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES.

Dowdey, Clifford, “The Age of 'King® Carter,"

No..2 (Spring 1968).

Noll Hume, Ivor, Here Lies Virginia. New York: Alfred Knopf, 1963.

The Iron Worker, Vol. 32,

EQGRAPHICAL DAT

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COO
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE Prorenty |0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TRN ACAKES
CORNER LATITUDE LON Gt TUDE 1l Gtavevuer! e “UoNeITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degress Minutes Seconds
LU ° , . o ) -
Ne | U | RS
se | -
=
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 0 acres
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLARPING ATATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: . CODE | COUNTY cooE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE! COODE | cOounNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | cCOUNTY: CODE

Staff, Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James W. Moody, Jr., Directo

ORGANIZATION

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission

DATE
hbvember 25, 1969

STREET AND NUMBER:

Room 1116, Ninth Street State Office

Building

CITY OR TOWN:

Riqhmond

STATE

FATE CERTIFICATION

As the designated State Lisison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservstion Act of 1966 (Public Law
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Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman
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