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Corotoman is  now a buried ruin. Z t  wee perhaps the f ineat  houee 
i n  Vir8inta when r t  var bui l t  r r t l y  l n  tho ai#htrrnrh arntury by Robelet 
"King1' Carter who inherited the property from hie f ather, John Carter, 
i n  1669. The house was destroyed by f i r e  i n  1729. In the 1930's Jmnes 
Wharton, a local  antiquarian, unearthed e horde of eighteenth-century 
bo t t l e s  and other a r t i f a c t s  from the collapsed cel lar .  The ce l l a r ,  
which was under only part of the house, measured about eighty fee t  by 
twenty-f ive feet .  The recent inveetigat ions .by Ivor Noel h e  revealed 
tha t  much more of the Corotoman s i t e  remaiar t o  be excavated. 
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Robert "King" Carter (1663-1732) wee mong the weal thiest  men 
i n  eighteenth-century Virginia, and hie hbuee wae probably as  f i n e  
a s  any i n  the  colonies. The archaeological importance of t he  s i t e ,  
however, l i e s  i n  its sudden and untimely end. A t  the height of i t e  
glory, t he  house was cmple t e ly  destroyed by f i r e  and i ts  contents 
were sealed within the  mine .  It i e  therefore a "time capsule" of 
tha prtiad, unoontmtnrtmd by lrtrt aonr teuction or r l t r r r t ion .  
The houre i r  8180 believed t o  have influenced the a rchi tec tura l  
development of many buildings i n  Virginia and, with adjoining sites, 
where once etood a caoplete plantat ion v i l lage ,  ranks as one of t he  
most important archaeological s i t e s  i n  the Conmomrealth. 



h d e ) . ,  Clifford, "The! b e  of ' ~ i n g '  Carter," The Iron Worker, Vol. 32, 
No - 2  (Spring 1968). 

Nobl Hume , Ivor, Here Lie8 Virginia. New lor!: Alfred Rnopf , 1963. 
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