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The Jonesvil le blethodist Camp Ground consis ts  of a broad lawn where the 
congregation crec t  t h e i r  t e n t s ,  and the  permanent pavil ion-like auditorium. 

The auditorium i s  s c t  on a slopc with i t s  long axis running north-south. 
The gable roofed s t ruc tu rc  i s  seventy-six f e e t  long and t h i r t y - s i x  f e e t  wit'.! 
with a shed addi t ion twelvc f e e t  i n  dcpth on the  south end. Large hewn I 

timbcr framing, with v e r t i c a l  supports down the center  a i s l e ,  provide the 
main s t r u c t u r a l  system. .The walls  and gables are sheathed with weatherboard 
but the  north wall  below the gable i s  opcn. Both the  ea s t  and west walls ar  
cut  in to  e igh t  panels; each panel i s  hinged t o  the  p la te  and may be ra ised 
fo r  vcn t i l a t i on .  The panels become shorter  a t  the  north end t o  a c c m o d a t e  

/ bf the  camp ground. 1 

the slope of the  h i l l .  
Thc h i l l ' s  slope creates  a na tura l  amphitheatre e f f e c t  and simple 

wooden pews with s l a t  backs take advantage of t h i s  i n  t h e i r  placement. The 
pews a re  s e t  on an ea r th  f l oo r ,  but there  i s  a ra i sed  wooden platform 
serving as a pu lp i t  a t  the  south end under the  shed with a few cha i r s  and 
pla in  so l i d  wooden pews. A modern Colonial Revival b r ick  church is south 

V) 
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The Jonesvi l le  Methodist Camp Ground was es tabl ished i n  1810 as a 
place to hold re l ig ious  revival  meetings f o r  the Methodist-Episcopal Church 
of Lee County. Early i n  the nineteenth century there  was a surge of 
evangelical fervor ,  and camp grounds such as the  Jonesvi l le  example were 
l a i d  out t o  accommodate the  la rge  numbers who attended the  revival  services.  
Because of the democratic aspects of i t s  theology with i ts  emphasis on 
individual choice, Methodism a t t r ac t ed  numerous adherents i n  the  f ron t i e r  
areas.  

The present,  well-preserved camp ground auditorium was b u i l t  1827-1828 
and i s  a r a r e  example of the  simple frame s t ruc tures  erected t o  s h e l t e r  
the rev iva l  services .  It has been i n  continuous use s ince i t s  completion. 

The camp ground land was given t o  the  t rus tees  of the  Methodist 
Church i n  1827 by Elkanah Wynn. The appointed t ru s t ee s  included Reverend 
Abraham S t i l l ,  Daniel Dickenson, George Morris, Evans Peery, Henry Thompson, 
Elkanah Wynn, and James Woodward. The massive oak logs fo r  the  auditorium 
were hewn by Henry Woodward, David O r r ,  Reverend Joseph Hasker, and Robert 
Wynn. Robert Wynn was a famous revival  preacher and held services  a t  
Jonesvil le.  
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