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EscnlBE T H E  P R E S E N T  A N D  O R l C l N A L  ( i l  known) P H Y s l c i L  A P P E n R A N C E  .--I 
Rokeby i s  s i t u a t e d  o f f  P,oute 650 i n  the  r o l l i n g  farm lands  of Loudoun County 
j u s t  south  of Leesburg. _ T h e  l a r g e ,  mid-eighteenth-century house has been 
added t o  ex tens ive ly ,  bu t  r e t a i n s  many e a r l y  f e a t u r e s .  

The o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  i s  a  two-story, five-bay b r i c k  bu i ld ing  s e t  on a  loxi 
basement and 5s one of t h e  few houses s t and ing  i n  Loudoun County t h a t  i s  , 

b u i l t  e n t i r e l y  i n  Flemish bond (both above and below t h e  moLded water  t a b l e ) ,  
The house o r i g i n a l l y  had b r i c k  jack arches over t h e  windows and a  c l ipped  
gable  roof wi th  fou r  f ree-s tanding  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys.' A renovat ion  i n  
t h e  mid-1830s r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  rcplacement o f  t h e  arches wi th  f l a t  wooden 
l i n t e l s  and t h e  ex tens ion  of t h e  gables  t o  meet gable-end parapets  between 
t h e  chimneys, a l s o  r e b u i l t .  Fu r the r  a l t e r a t i o n s  t o  t h e  e x t e r i o r  included 

\ t h e  a d d i t i o n  of a  s tone  p o r t e  cochere.  This was removed during a  1959 ren- 
ova t ion  which included t h e  a d d i t i o n  of  a  pedimented f ron- t i sp iece  doorway, 
louvered b l i n d s ,  and modern s ix-over- l ine  and s ix-over-s ix  sash.. w 

rn 
The p lan  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  i s  double-p i le  wi th  a . c e n t r a l  s t a i r  passage ,  
The woodwork was a l t e r e d  both  i n  n ine teenth-  and mid-twentieth-century ren- 
ovat ions.  The former is re spons ib le  f o r  t h e  a r c h i t r a v e  t r im wi th  bul ls-eye - 
blocks on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  t h e  p l a s t e r  corn ice  i n  t h e  en t rance  h a l l ,  and Z 
f o r  some of t h e  mante ls ,  such a s  t h a t  i n  the  n o r t h e a s t  bed chamber wi th  its ,,, 
symmetrically molded p i l a s t e r s  and e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks. The l a t t e r  r e s u l t e d  

+ 

i n  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  most of t h e  o t h e r  mantels and i n c i d e n t a l  t r i m ,  a s  
we l l  as  the  d i v i s i o n  of s e v e r a l  back rooms i n t o  bathrooms and d res s ing  rooms %J 

Thcre i s  an in teresf i ing  Colonia l  ~ e v i v a l  mantel i n  t h e  southeas t  ( l i v i n g )  C 

room on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  c o n s i s t i n g  of a  p a i r  of f l u t e d  Roman Doric c o l o n e t t e s  n 
ca r ry ing  e n t a b l a t u r e  blocks wi th  p l a s t e r  f i g u r e s  i n  r e l i e f  and surmounted by + 
a  molded s h e l f .  The whole i s  h igh l igh ted  by a  c e n t r a l  t a b l e t  enr iched  wi th  - 
an a l l e g o r i c a l  scene depic ted  i n  p l a s t e r  r e l i e f .  0 

The c e l l a r  i s  o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t .  I n  t h e  c e n t r a l  passage a t  t h e  f r o n t  Z 

)f t h e  house is a  v a u l t  w i t h  a  b a r r e l - v a u l t e d  roof and a  b r i c k  t i l e  f l o o r  V) 

recessed t e n  inches  below t h e  c e l l a r - f l o o r  l e v e l .  Thcre i s  a  c e n t r a l  door- 
qay i n t o  i t ,  from which an i r o n  door was r epu ted ly  removed dur ing  t h e  War 
)etween t h e  S t a t e s .  On e i t h e r  s i d e  of  t h e  doorway, which has a  heavy wooden 
Erame beaded on t h e  i n s i d e ,  i s  a  small  rgindow wi th  t h r e e  v e r t i c a l  x,rooden 
l u l l i o n  b a r s  s e t  d iagonal ly .  I n  the  southrgest room of t h e  c e l l a r  i s  t h e  o l d  
:i tchen. I t s  l a r g e  f i r e p l a c e  is i n t a c t  behind a  one-brick-thick wa l l  closing: 
i t  o f f .  The c e l l a r  w a l l s  a r e  b u i l t  of rubble  s tone,  t o  a  he igh t  of  about 
:wo f e e t  above t h e  f l o o r ,  w i th  English-bond brickwork above t h a t .  . . 

in  1886 remodeling was p r i n c i p a l l y  eonfined t o  t h e  a d d i t i o n  of t h e  b r i c k  
cear- wing, which was c a r e f u l l y  matched i n  i t s  d e t a i l s  t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  po r t io r  
)f t h e  house: Probably da t ing  from t h i s  per iod  is t h e  d e l i c a t e  Vic to r i an  
j t e n c i l i n g  t ~ h i c h s u r v i v e s  i n  t h e  g a r r e t  passage. When t h e  1886 wing was 
3dded, a  p o r t i o n  of  t h e . c y p r e s s  sh ingled  roof then  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e c t i o n  
>f t h e  house was preserved under t h e  v a l l e y  of , the  e l l  roof and is s t i l l  
r i s i b l e  i n  the  a t t i c .  Another i n t e r e s t i n g  su rv ivor  r e c e n t l y  discovered i n  
the a t t i c  i s  t h e  e l a b o r a t e  me ta l  d r a i n  pipe head, d a t i n g  from t h e  ' ear ly-  
~ i n e t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  r enova t ion .  I t  i s  pa in ted  b lack  and 1 e t t e r e d . h  gold - 
paint  "B S [~en jamin  ~ h r e v g .  / 1836/ E.1 r: S" and has  two l a r g e  e ight -poin ted  
Stars  attaac_hed_ed.toit,-~ : L S ~ u ~ n - ~ a r i n n  s h ~ p t  2 )  
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S T ~ T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Rokeby is Loudoun county 's  most distinguikfied example of mid-eighteenth- 
cen tu ryGeorg ian  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The house a l s o  reputedly  is one of t h e  
p laces  . rhere U. S, Government documents, inc luding  t h e . Q e c l a r a t i o n  of  Inde- 
pendence, were s t o r e d  when t h e  B r i t i s h  occupied i?ashington, Do C. i n  August 
and September of 1814. The i n t e r e s t i n g  c e l l a r  v a u l t  i s  be l ieved  t o  be where 
t h e  papers rsere hidden. .. . 

The mansion house a t  Rokeby was probably - b u i l t  sometime- i n  t h e  1760s by . 

Charles  Binns, Sr.,. f i r s t  Clerk of t h e  C i r c u i t  Court of Loudoun County, 
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  he bought the.160-acre . t r ac t  .from Catesby Coclce. S h o r t l y  

. , .  
a f t e r  t h i s ,  i n  1762, he bought another  682 ac res  ad jo in ing  t h e  o r i g i n a l  
t r a c t  from Aneas L s i c l -  - Campbell. ~ 

~ 

I n  1801, ~ i n n s '  son William i n h e r i t e d  t h a t  po r t ion  o f  t h e  p rope r ty  on which 
t h e  house s t ands ,  a l though he d i d  not  Live the re .  It was dur ing  h i s  owner- 
s h i p  t h a t  t h e  government documents were supposed t o  have been cached i n  t h e  
c e l l a r  v a u l t  a t  Rokeby. A t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Sec re t a ry  o f s t a t e  James Monroe, 
Stephen pleasonton,  a  c l e r k  i n t h e  'S t a t e  Depar tment , took t h e  documents t o  a  
m i l l  o u t s i d e  Washington. He thought them unsafe t h e r e  so he loaded t h e  
papers i n t o  wagons and moved them again. "I procfeded wi th  them t o  t h e  town 
of  Leesburg, a  d i s t ance  of  35 mi l e s ,  a t  which p lace  an empty house was pro- 
cured,  i n  tqhich t h e  papers  were s a f e l y  placed, the  doors locked,  and t h e  key 
given t o  the  Rev. M r .  [john] L i t t l e j o h n ,  who was then,  o r  had been, one of 
t h e  c o l l e c t o r s  of t h e  i n t e r n a l  revenue," he  wrpte 3 4 y e a r s  l a t e r .  ~, 

- -. 

: , 

Benjamin Shreve, Jr., bought t h e  proper ty  i n  1830 and i n  1836 undertook t h e  
renovat ions  which removed t h e  former c l ipped  gables  and replaced  t h e  i n t e r i o r  
t r im.  From Shreve it  passed t o  Robert Bentley, then  t o  h i s  daughter  and 
then i n  1886 t o  0. E. Breese. It was a t  t h i s  d a t e  t h a t  t h e  name "Rolceby". 
f i . r s t  appeared. Breese made t h e  -addif ions t o  t h e  r e a r ,  a n d  h i s  grandchildre-1, 
Mr. and Mrs. F. B. Nal le ,  added t h e  po r t e  cochsre and made o t h e r  minoi- changzs. . ~ .  
Rokeby pass.ed through s e v e r a l  o t h e r  owners .unt i1  1958, whcn M r s .  J. F. M. 
Stewart  bought it and engaged a r c h i t e c t  Washington Reed, Jr., t o  put  i t  i n  . . 
i t s  p rc sen t  s t a t e .  The c u r r e n t  owners a r e  ~r ' .  and ~rs.:Franlc Coughlan, 
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As the designated Sta te  Liaiaon Officer for the Na- 

tionol Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665). 1 hereby nominate th is  property for inclusion 

C1:e 

ATTEST: 

I hereby cer t i fy  that tb is  property is included in  the 

Register' 

in  the Nalionai Register and cer t i fy  that i t  has  been 

'rvalu.eted accoidinn t o t h e  c-iteria and .p roce~bres  s e t  

forth by tile National Park Serv~ce .  The reconrmended 

level  of significance of this nomination is :  

National n S t a t e  M . I<oca l  O 

I ~ i r g i 8 i t i a  H i s t o r i c  ~ i n d m i r k s  c o m i s s i o ~  I 
Ti t l e  
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7 DESCRIPTION 

I n  195.9, remodeling was undertaken by Washington ~ e e d ,  Jr.,  of Warrenton, 
V i rg in i a .  The only  no tab le  ou tbu i ld ing  is an e l a b o r a t e  Vic to r i an  Gothic 

frame playhouse o r  s t a b l e  behind t h e  main house. 
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6.  REPRESENTATIONS I3 EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1969, 1975 S t a t e  

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Comiss ion  
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, V i rg in i a  code: 51 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

UTM References: 
Zone Eas t ing  Northing 

A- 18 275840 4327880 
B- 18  275530 4327830 
C- 18 275190 4327540 
D- 18 275190 4327900 

VERBAL 'BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION : 

The n e a r l y  f i f t y  ac res  composing t h e  Rokeby proper ty  a r e  bounded by a l i n e  
begiqning a t  a poin t  on t h e  west s i d e  of S t a t e  Route 650, 4800' south  of t h e  
i n t e r s e c t i o n  of s a i d  r o u t e  with S t a t e  Route 654; thence extending approximate1 
2200' s l i g h t l y  southwest ;  thence extending approximately 1000' south;  thence 
extending 1500' s l i g h t l y  n o r t h e a s t  t o  the west s i d e  of Route 650; thence 
extending  northward along west s i d e  of s a i d  rou te  t o  poin t  of o r i g i n .  I 
The acreage being nominated r ep resen t s  t h e  remaining por t ion  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  
160-acre t r a c t ,  which su rv ives  i n t a c t .  The land wi th in  t h e  boundaries ,  w i th  i t  
g e n t l y  r o l l i n g  p r i ; f ~ l e ,  s t reams,  and pond, c r e a t e s  a f i t t i n g  p ic turesque  
s e t t i n g  f o r  t h e  mansion house. 
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