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Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent - deteriorated - unaltered X original site 

X - good - ruins -&altered -moved date N/A 
-fair -unexposed 

Describe the present and original (is known) physical appearance 

SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 

The Benton dwelling house i s  a s t a t e l y ,  e a r l y  19th-century Federal  p l a n t a t i o n  
house s e t  i n  t h e  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  of V i r g i n i a ' s  hunt count ry , four  mi les  nor th  of Middle- 
burg. The grounds a r e  en tered  from t h e  west,  o f f  Route 744, v i a  two driveways, one 
t o  t h e  no r th  s i d e  of t h e  house ( t h e  present  f r o n t ) ,  and one t o  t h e  south ( t h e  o r i g i n a l  
f r o n t  of t h e  house).  The south driveway t akes  one pas t  t h e  two 1%-story b r i c k  dependen- 
c i e s  i n  f r o n t  of t h e  house. Fur ther  e a s t  down t h e  driveway i s  a l a r g e  three-s tory  
barn,  a s t a b l e ,  small  house, icehouse, and corn c r i b ,  a l l  b u i l t  of b r i c k  and/or  wood. 
The main house i s  surrounded by gardens and groves of l a r g e  o ld  t r e e s .  Completed 
by 1831, i t  c o n s i s t s  of a two-story cen te r  block,  23' x 60 ' ,  and two 1%-story wings, 
16'  x 30 ' .  A basement runs under t h e  e n t i r e  bui ld ing ,  which i s  p a r t i a l l y  underground 
and made of f i e l d s t o n e  pa in ted  white.  The exce l l en t  brickwork is i n  Flemish bond on 
t h e  main block south  facade,  and f ive-course American bond everywhere e l s e .  A 1%-story 
b r i ck  k i t chen  extens ion  and a porch were added t o  t h e  west wing i n  t h e  e a r l y  20th century.  
Slate-covered gable  roo f s  with i n t e r i o r  end chimneys a r e  used f o r  t h e  main b lock ,  wings, 
and k i t chen  extension.  

ARCHITECTURAL ANALYSIS 

The nor th  e l e v a t i o n ,  o r  p re sen t  f r o n t  of t h e  house has  a five-bay main facade 
and three-bay wings. I t s  f i r s t  f l o o r  has  four  t a l l  casement French windows. Or ig ina l ly ,  
they were probably 6/6 sash windows, a s  on t h e  second s t o r y ,  o r  619 a s  found on t h e  
f i r s t - f l o o r  south  e l e v a t i o n ,  and were lengthened t o  t h e  f l o o r  when a one-story hexa- 
s t y l e  porch was added s h o r t l y  a f t e r  1908. The main (north)  en t rance  c o n s i s t s  of paneled 
double doors  with double storm doors ,  an e legant  f a n l i g h t  above, and s i d e l i g h t s  with 
an i n t r i c a t e  t r a c e r y  p a t t e r n  of overlapping ova l s .  The door and s i d e l i g h t s  a r e  framed 
by f u l l  and ha l f  Doric p i l a s t e r s .  The b r i c k  r e p a i r s  around t h e  doorway i n d i c a t e  t h a t  
t h e  s i d e l i g h t s  and f a n l i g h t  a r e  remodelings done when t h e  no r th  s i d e  was made t h e  
f r o n t  of t h e  house i n  the  e a r l y  20th century.  The r epa i r ed  b r i c k s  above t h e  f a n l i g h t  
show where t h e  o r i g i n a l  dwarf p o r t i c o  was a t t ached  t o  t h e  wal l .  A 19th-century drawing 
of Benton i n s i d e  t h e  house shows the  p o r t i c o  and s t e p s .  Scarred brickwork along t h e  
second-story l i n e  shows where a lone  one-story porch was added s h o r t l y  a f t e r  1908. The 
second-story cen te r  window i s  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  o t h e r  6 /6  sash windows on t h e  second 
f l o o r .  It is a fou r - l igh t  casement window, i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  i t  was changed a s  wel l  
a f t e r  1908. A l l  t h e  windows have s i m i l a r  jack  arches and s h u t t e r s .  The gable  roof 
probably o r i g i n a l l y  had wooden sh ing le s  but  is now covered i n  s l a t e s .  The roof has  
two i n t e r i o r  end chimneys. The basement of t h e  main block o r i g i n a l l y  had fou r  small  
windows a s  shown i n  t h e  19th-century drawing, but  t h e  windows a r e  c u r r e n t l y  blocked. 

The no r th  e l e v a t i o n s  of t h e  two wings a r e  v i r t u a l l y  i d e n t i c a l .  On t h e  f i r s t  
f l o o r  t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  6/6 sash  windows with s h u t t e r s .  Above a r e  t h r e e  broken pedi- 
mented dormers w i t 6  arched,  l a n c e t  t r a c e r y  windows framed by Doric  p i l a s t e r s .  These 
dormers were added s h o r t l y  a f t e r  1908. The west wing has  t h r e e  a d d i t i o n a l  sash win- 
dows a t  t h e  basement l e v e l  because t h e  basement i s  above ground on t h e  west s i d e  of 
t h e  house, but  not  on t h e  e a s t .  Both wings have i n t e r i o r  end chimneys i n  b r i ck .  

(See Continuat ion Sheet #l) 
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8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
- prehistoric - archeology-prehistoric -community planning -landscape architecture- religion 
- 1400-1499 - archeology-historic -conservation - law - sclence - 1500-1599 -agriculture -economics - literature - sculpture - 1600-1699 architecture -education -military - sociali 
- 1700-1799 - art -engineering - music humanitarian 
X_ 1600-1899 - commerce - explorationlsettlement - philosophy -theater - 1900- -communications - industry - politicsigovernment - transportation 

-invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates 1830-31 BuilderiArchitect William Benton 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Benton i s  an e x c e l l e n t ,  well-preserved example of an e a r l y  19th-century Federal  
p l a n t a t i o n  house, complete wi th  dependencies, inc luding  a r a r e  b r i c k  barn.  The high 
q u a l i t y  of t h e  a r c h i t e c t u r e  r e f l e c t s  t h e  s k i l l  and importance of i ts  b u i l d e r  and 
i n i t i a l  owner, William Benton. The house symbolizes t h e  growing a g r i c u l t u r a l  pros- 
p e r i t y  of t h e  reg ion  t h a t  allowed f o r  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of o t h e r  outs tanding  farm- 
houses i n  t h e  f i r s t  ha l f  of t h e  19th century i n  nor thern  Vi rg in i a .  Born i n  England, 
William Benton was an exper t  brickmaker and mason, who served a s  t h e  foreman f o r  t h e  
bu i ld ing  of Oak H i l l ,  James Monroe's Loudoun County home. He is c red i t ed  with making 
t h e  b r i c k s  f o r  most of t h e  e a r l y  b r i c k  houses i n  t h e  Middleburg a rea ,  a s  wel l  a s  
superv is ing  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of a number of these  bu i ld ings .  Except f o r  a remodeling 
of t h e  no r th  f r o n t  and some of t h e  i n t e r i o r  a f t e r  1908 when it was purchased by Daniel 
Sands, t h e  house has  changed very l i t t l e  s ince  i ts  cons t ruc t ion .  I t s  f l ank ing  
dependencies have survived,  along with a r a r e  three-s tory  b r i c k  barn,  and t h e  splendid 
i n t e r i o r  woodwork of t h e  main house remains i n  e x c e l l e n t  condi t ion .  

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

William Benton was a master brickmaker and b u i l d e r ,  born i n  Lincolnshi re ,  England 
i n  1788. H i s  f i r s t  known a c t i v i t y  i n  t h i s  country was supervis ing  t h e  brickmaking 
and l ay ing  a t  Pres ident  James Monroe's house, Oak H i l l ,  i n  1820. William Benton 
continued working f o r  James Monroe a f t e r  t h e  bu i ld ing  of Oak H i l l ,  se rv ing  him i n  
t h e  t r i p l e  capac i ty  of steward, counselor ,  and f r i e n d .  I n  t h e  1820s he  success fu l ly  
managed t h e  ex tens ive  farming opera t ions  of Monroe's e s t a t e .  

It was while  working f o r  Monroe t h a t  William Benton f i r s t  acquired land of h i s  
own i n  Loudoun County. The land t a x  records  of 1822 show t h a t  he  obtained from t h e  
Martin family 250 a c r e s ,  l oca ted  one-half mi le  from Goose Creek, and s i x t e e n  mi les  
southwest of t h e  courthouse i n  Leesburg. Soon a f t e r  t h i s  he  went t o  Wales t o  c o l l e c t  
an inhe r i t ance  and, while  the re ,  i t  is s a i d  he  was a t t r a c t e d  by a country res idence  
he saw and decided t o  b u i l d  a s i m i l a r  house of h i s  own on h i s  land  nor th  of Middleburg 
where he  had discovered good c lay  f o r  b r i cks .  The 1832 t a x  r eco rds  show t h a t  on h i s  
o r i g i n a l  250-acre s i t e ,  "bui ldings (were) assessed" a t  a va lue  of $5,000. The t a x  
records  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  house and i t s  dependencies were not  completed u n t i l  1831. 
The 1833 t ax  records  show t h a t  William Benton so ld  s i x  a c r e s  t o  William Leath (Lei th)  
- an ances tor  of t h e  p resen t  owner, whi le  h e  acquired 171% more a c r e s  i n  t h e  surround- 
ing  a rea .  The 1834 t a x  records  show t h a t  "add i t iona l  bu i ld ings  (were) assessed" o n ,  
t h e  o r i g i n a l  250-acre s i t e  a t  a va lue  of $1,500. This  information would cor robora te  
t h e  "1833" d a t e  i n  i r o n  numbers loca ted  on t h e  facade of t h e  b r i c k  barn near  t h e  
house. By 1844, t h e  t ax  records  show t h a t  William Benton owned more than 600 a c r e s  

(See Continuat ion Sheet 63) 



Lei th ,  William T. Interview, 26 Novezber 1982. 
Loudoun County Deed Book 403; Land Tax Books 1822, 1832, 1833, 1834, 1844; Personal  

Property Tax Books 1832, 1833, 1834, 1844. 
Nicklin,  Agnes. "Notes On 'Benton'." 
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12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
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according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the 
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6.  REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey 
F i l e  #53-107 

1969 S t a t e  
Vi rg in i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
221 Governor S t r e e t  
Richmond, VA 23219 

7 .  DESCRIPTION--Architectural Analysis  

The south ,or  p re sen t  r e a r  e l eva t ion  has  r e t a ined  more of i t s  o r i g i n a l  f e a t u r e s .  
On t h e  main block t h e r e  a r e  fou r  small  windows a t  t h e  s tone  basement l e v e l ,  fou r  619 
sash windows on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  and f i v e  616 sash windows on t h e  second f l o o r .  The 
f i r s t -  and second-story windows have jack  arches  and s h u t t e r s .  The south ent rance  has  
t e n  wooden s t e p s  leading  up t o  a  wooden porch with s i d e  r a i l i n g s  and a  simple s ingle-  
bay po r t i co .  The doorway is much simpler  than t h e  no r th  doorway, t hus  support ing t h e  
conclusion t h a t  t h e  no r th  doorway i s  a  l a t e r  remodeling. It  has  paneled double doors 
and storm doors s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  no r th  doors,  but  i t  has  no s i d e l i g h t s  and only a  p l a i n  
rec tangular  e igh t - l i gh t  transom. The use of Flemish bond f o r  t h i s  e l eva t ion  f u r t h e r  
i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  south e l eva t ion  was t h e  o r i g i n a l  f r o n t .  Each wing has  a  wooden 
two-bay shed porch extens ion  with r a i l i n g s  t h a t  extend t h e  roof l i n e  of t h e  wings 
out  t o  t h e  facade  of t h e  main block. There a r e  t h r e e  windows on t h e  basement and f i r s t -  
f l o o r  l e v e l s .  Both wings have undergone s u b s t a n t i a l  remodeling on t h e  south e l eva t ion .  
The k i t chen  a d d i t i o n  was added perpendicular  t o  t h e  west wing fol lowing t h e  e l eva t ion  
he igh t s  of t h e  wing, and a  small  porch o r  veranda was added t o  t h e  west facade of t h e  
west wing. The e a s t  wing porch has  been p a r t i a l l y  enclosed and made p a r t  of t h e  
i n t e r i o r .  M r .  Sands, an e a r l y  20th-century owner, was respons ib le  f o r  a l l  t h e  above 
changes made soon a f t e r  1908. 

The e a s t  e l eva t ion  shows some evidence of remodeling. Two French windows exac t ly  
l i k e  t h e  ones on t h e  no r th  facade appear on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  e a s t  e l eva t ion  
of t h e  e a s t  wing. The b r i c k  s c a r s  a l l  around t h e  windows show t h a t  these  windows 
e i t h e r  replaced e a r l i e r  smal le r  sash  windows, o r  more l i k e l y ,  were completely new 
add i t ions .  Two 616 sash windows a r e  loca ted  a t  ha l f - s to ry  l e v e l  a t  t h e  gable  end of 
t h e  wing. On t h e  main block a r e  two small ,  square casement windows a t  t h e  a t t i c  l e v e l .  
The west e l eva t ion  i s  s i m i l a r  i n  t h e  main block and ha l f - s to ry  of t h e  west wing. On 
t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r ,  however, a r e  two French doors s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  windows of t h e  oppos i te  
end of t h e  house. They g ive  access  t o  an uncovered 20th-century porch with wooden 
r a i l i n g s .  Enclosing t h e  a r e a  below t h e  porch is a  wooden t r e l l i s .  

The main block of t h e  house is one room deep with a  spacious c e n t r a l  h a l l  between 
two rooms, each approximately twenty f e e t  square, on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  The i n t e r i o r  
woodwork i s  a no tab le  f e a t u r e  of t h e  house, and i s  well-preserved. The main s t a i r  
f a c e s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  f r o n t  door on t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  h a l l .  It  has  twelve s o l i d  

(See Continuat ion Sheet #2) 
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7.  DESCRIPTION--Architectural Analys is  

walnut t r e a d s  up t o  t h e  landing which c u t s  ac ross  t h e  f a n l i g h t ,  f u r t h e r  i nd ica t ing  t h e  
f a n l i g h t  i s  a  l a t e r  add i t ion .  The s t a i r  has  a  s i n g l e ,  t h i n  handra i l  and square b a l u s t e r s ,  
two t o  a  t r e a d ,  and s lender  newels. Below each t r e a d  on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  s t a i r  i s  a  carved 
s c r o l l  design.  

The l i v i n g ,  o r  e a s t  room, is d i s t ingu i shed  by an e l abora t e  Colonial  Revival over- 
mantel above .the o r i g i n a l  mantel.  The mantel has  f l u t e d  Doric engaged columns under 
a  double- t iered a r c h i t r a v e ,  a  simple paneled f r i e z e ,  and a  wide, f l a r i n g ,  t i g h t l y -  
molded mantel s h e l f .  Above t h e  she l f  a r e  f l u t e d  I o n i c  p i l a s t e r s  framing a  se t - in  
p i c t u r e  frame i n t o  which.Mrs. Sands put  what she  thought was a  p o r t r a i t  of William 
Benton. Above t h e  p i l a s t e r s  i s  an e l abora t e ,  tightly-molded corn ice ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  
mantel she l f  t h a t  i s  c a r r i e d  around t h e  top of t h e  room. To t h e  r i g h t  of t h e  mantel 
i s  a  doorway t h a t  l e a d s  t o  t h e  e a s t  wing. 

The west ,  o r  d in ing  room, has  a  l e s s  e l abora t e ,  f l a t t e r  mantel. On e i t h e r  s i d e  
a r e  b u i l t - i n  cases  with g l a s s  doors.  The overmantel, a l s o  Colonial  Revival ,  i s  paneled. 
The continuous corn ice  i s  l e s s  i n t r i c a t e l y  molded and conta ins  a  row of d e n t i l s .  This  
room has  a  door on e i t h e r  s i d e  of t h e  mantel leading  i n t o  t h e  west wing. The wooden 
f loorboards  i n  each of t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  rooms appear t o  be o r i g i n a l .  The basement of 
t h e  west wing con ta ins  the  o r i g i n a l  k i t chen  with i ts  l a r g e ,  s tone  cooking f i r e p l a c e  
and crane.  

To t h e  south of t h e  house a r e  two f l ank ing  dependencies. The west one i s  l a r g e r ,  
and has  su f fe red  l e s s  d r a s t i c  changes than t h e  e a s t  one, which appears  t o  have been 
a  smokehouse a s  evidenced by t h e  diamond-shaped openings i n  t h e  wal l  above t h e  west 
doorway. Both f l ank ing  dependencies have f ive-course American-bond b r i c k  over pa in ted  
f i e l d s t o n e  foundat ions,  and wooden p o r t i c o  extens ions  on t h e  south e l eva t ion ,  s i m i l a r  
t o  t h e  wings of t h e  house. The west dependency i s  a  wel l -bui l t , lk -s tory ,  two-bay long 
r ec t angu la r  bu i ld ing  wi th  a  gable  roof f e a t u r i n g  a  c e n t r a l  chimney and i n t e r i o r  end 
chimney. There a r e  no windows on t h e  west e l eva t ion ,  and one on each f l o o r  of t h e  
e a s t  e l eva t ion .  The r e a r ,  o r  no r th  e l eva t ion ,  has  two 616 sash windows and s h u t t e r s .  
I t  was b u i l t  by 1831 o r  1833, and has  been c a l l e d  t h e  "laundry house," but  could 
have been used a s  s e r v a n t ' s  q u a r t e r s  a s  we l l .  

Southeast of t h e  house a r e  a  number of o t h e r  outbui ld ings  t h a t  have undergone 
changes over t h e  yea r s ,  most notable  among them being a  l a r g e ,  three-s tory ,  33' x  
110' barn of which s i x t y  f e e t  is b r i c k .  I t  has  an i r o n  c a p i t a l  "B" on t h e  no r th  
facade,  and "1833" i n  i r o n  numbers on t h e  south facade.  (The no r th  facade of t h e  
main house has  "1830" i n  i r o n  numbers, probably added by M r .  Sands when t h e  no r th  
s i d e  was made t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  house.) There were o t h e r  bu i ld ings  on t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  
but  they a r e  no longer  p a r t  of t h e  present  proper ty .  

To t h e  south,  e a s t ,  and west of t h e  house a r e  gardens t h a t  have not  been maintained 
wel l  s i n c e  t h e  Sandses owned t h e  house, and t o  t h e  no r th  and e a s t ,  among a  l a r g e  grove 
of t r e e s ,  i s  a  minia ture  golf course t h a t  has  f a l l e n  i n t o  d i s r e p a i r .  
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8.  SIGNIFICANCE--Historical Background 

of land and t h a t  $2,000 worth of a d d i t i o n a l  bu i ld ings  had been b u i l t  on two o t h e r  
p a r t s  of t h e  p l a n t a t i o n .  I n  t h e  same year  h i s  e s t a t e  a l s o  included a m i l l ,  t e n  slaves, 
and twenty-eight ho r ses .  

During t h e  per iod  William Benton worked f o r  James Monroe and af te rwards ,  he 
continued t o  be a brickmaker and t o  supervise  t h e  cons t ruc t ion  of a number of bu i ld ings  
i n  t h e  Middleburg a r e a .  They include:  t h e  o l d  Foxcroft  house, one of the  o l d e s t  of 
many b r i c k  houses i n  t h e  a rea ;  Huntlands; and t h e  Methodist Church i n  Unison. 

Benton remained i n  t h e  Benton family u n t i l  1894 when t h e  house and 218 a c r e s  
were so ld  a t  pub l i c  auc t ion  t o  Joshua Hatcher. Then i n  1908, M r .  Daniel  Sands from 
New York bought t h e  property.  He changed t h e  name of t h e  e s t a t e  from Spring X l l  
t o  Benton, and made a r c h i t e c t u r a l  changes a s  we l l .  He added a one-story porch 
ac ross  t h e  no r th  facade,  removing t h e  single-bay porch, en larg ing  t h e  doorway, and 
making i t  t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  house i n  t h e  process.  He a l s o  enlarged t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  
windows under t h e  p o r t i c o ,  added t h r e e  dormer windows on each of t h e  wings on t h e  
no r th  s i d e ,  added t h e  k i t chen  wing on t h e  south s i d e  perpendicular  t o  t h e  west wing, 
added a porch t o  t h e  end of t h e  west wing of t h e  house, and extended gable ends p a s t  
t h e  end chimneys. Mr. Sands a l s o  added t o  t h e  acreage of t h e  e s t a t e ,  and under h i s  
ownership, Benton became a famous ho r se  farm and one of t h e  c e n t e r s  of hunt  country 
s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y .  Under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of Mrs. Sands, s i g n i f i c a a  landscaping was 
undertaken on t h e  proper ty .  The impressive t r e e s  and b e a u t i f u l  gardens surrounding 
Benton made i t  a showplace of t h e  Garden Club of V i rg in i a  t o u r s  i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  
of t h e  20th century .  

I n  1954 M r .  and Mrs. James Nickl in  bought Benton and t h i r t e e n  surrounding a c r e s  
from t h e  Sands, and then s o l d  i t  t o  t h e  p resen t  owners, M r .  and M r s .  William T .  L e i t h  
i n  1961. Since then,  t h e  no r th  porch has  been removed. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA -- Verbal Boundary Description and Justification 
point approximately 275' S of S side of entrance road; thence approximately 285' NW 
to N side of entrance road; thence approximately 350' NW following tree line; thence 
approximately 650' W along said tree line; thence approxiamtely 600 SSW following said 
tree line to point of origin. 

Boundary Justification: The bounds have been drawn to include 13.20 acres and main 
house, dependencies, icehouse, tenant house, barn, stable, and corn crib of which only 
the main house and one dependency are shown on the USGS quad map. The aforementioned 
buildings are shown in an ariel photograph included with this nomination. The bounds 
also coincide with those of the parcel described in Loudoun County Deed Book 403, 
p. 525. 
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