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The Glebe of  Shelburne Pa r i sh  commands a broad view of  t h e  surrounding Lou- - 
doun County count rys ide  from i t s  h i l l t o p  above t h e  North Fork of Goose 
Creek. To t h e  south  is t h e  creek,  t o  t h e  e a s t  a l a r g e  pond a t  t h e  f o o t  o f  
nearby Mount Gilead.  ~ a r l y  outbui ld ings  s t and  e a s t  and south  of  t h e  house. 

The south  facade, overlooking t h e  creek,  appears t o  have been t h e  o r i g i n a l  
p r i n c i p a l  f r o n t .  I n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  no r th  fagade, i t s  f ive-bay composition 
is  o r i g i n a l ,  and i t s  two-course water t a b l e  i s  molded. The b l i n d s  have beer 
removed from t h e  westernmost f i r s t - f l o o r  window, r evea l ing  t h a t  t h i s  opening 
a t  l e a s t  has  been extended f i v e  courses downward. Patched brickwork above 
and t o  t h e  e a s t  of  t h e  doorway, p a r t i a l l y  hidden by t h e  Tuscan porch s imi-  

' l a r  t o  t h a t  on t h e  n o r t h  facade,  shows t h a t  t h e  opening was once t a l l e r , a n d  
wider. It was reduced and t h e  window above it lowered somewhat t o  accommo- 
d a t e  a l a t e r  i n t e r i o r  s t a i r  landing. 

The dwelling house is  a two-story, gable-roofed, Flemish-bond b r i c k  bui ld ing)  

A two-bay k i t c h e n  wing wi th  a shallow gable  roof and i n t e r i o r  end chimney 
was added t o  t h e  e a s t  end of  t h e  house, f l u s h  wi th  t h e  no r th  fagade, some- 
time i n  t h e  n ine teen th  century.  B u i l t  of  b r i c k  with f ive-course  American 
bond, t h e  wing has a t h r e e - l i g h t  transom i n  i t s  recessed  n o r t h  doorway, and 
s ix -ove r - s ix  sa sh  i n  i t s  windows. Recessed from t h e  south  facade of  t h e  
main block,  a p l a i n  one-story porch f i l l s  t h e  set-back area .  A one-and-one- 
h a l f - s t o r y  frame wing wi th  a porch along the  no r th  s i d e  was added t o  t h e  
v e s t  end of  t h e  main house i n  1950. 

w i t h  i n t e r i o r  end chimneys t o  which b r i c k  and frame wings have been added. 
The 1772 v e s t r y  o r d e r  c a l l e d  f o r  a b r i c k  o r  s tone  house twenty by fo r ty -e igh t  
f e e t .  The completed s t r u c t u r e  i s  a c t u a l l y  two f e e t  s h o r t e r  than spec i f i ed .  
The present  main (north) f r o n t  is  f i v e  bays i n  l e n g t h  wi th  a two-course 
s t re tcher -bond water  t a b l e .  The windows have s ix-over-s ix  s a s h  u p s t a i r s  and 
nine-over-six sa sh  dormsta i rs  w i th  p l a i n  frames and f ixed  b l inds .  To t h e  
o u t s i d e  o f  t hose  windows, f lanking  t h e  c e n t e r  bay (i.e., t h e  second- and 
fourth-bay windows) a t  both  t h e  f i r s t -  and second-floor l e v e l s ,  a r e  l a r g e  
patches i n  t h e  brickwork. These, wi th  t h e  nineteenth-century jack a rches  
over  a l l  n ine  windows, suggest  t h a t  t h e  house may once have been t h r e e  bays 
on t h i s  s i d e  wi th  l a t e r  a l t e r a t i o n s  made t o  t h e  fagade. The s ide-and-tran-  
som-light Greek Revival doorway, t h e  Tuscan porch w i t h  i t s  two square  p i e r s  
echoed by two p i l a s t e r s ,  i t s  bold ly  p ro jec t ing  co rn ice  and extremely shal low 
gable  roo f ,  and t h e  present  Greek Revival i n t e r i o r  woodwork may a l l  have 
been done a t  t h e  same time a s  t h i s  remodeling of  t h e  window openings. 

The o r i g i n a l  block has a ha l l -and-par lor  p lan  wi th  a c e n t r a l  passage. This  
was s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  1772 v e s t r y  o rde r ,  which a l s o  d i r e c t e d  t h a t  one room 
should bc twenty by twenty f e e t  and t h e  o t h e r  e igh teen  by twenty f e e t .  This  

o rde r  was complied with,except  t h a t  t h e  l a r g e r  room is only n ine teen  f e e t  

-- 
It has been suggested t h a t  the  house was l e f t  unf in ished  i n  t h e  rknerican 
Revolution and t h a t  no i n t e r i o r  wooduorl~ was i n s t a l l e d  u n t i l  the  n ine teen th  
c e n t G y .  A t  any r a t e ,  a l l  of  t h e  remaining voodworlc is Greek Rcvival i n  
s t y l e .  Syuunetrically moldcd door frames with b u l l ' s - e y c  corner  blocks 
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7 .  DESCRIPTION (Continued) 

s u r v i v e  on most o f  t h e  d o o r s ,  and t h e  s t a i r w a y  w i t h  i t s  ramped-and-eased 
b a n i s t e r  and s q u a t  tu rned  newel p o s t  d a t e s  from t h a t  p e r i o d  as w e l l .  
S e v e r a l  a u s t e r e l y  p l a i n  mantels  were removed d u r i n g  r e c e n t  r e n o v a t i o n s ,  b u t  
photographs  o f  them i n  p l a c e  were made, and t h e  mantels  themselves  have been  
p r e s e r v e d .  

S e v e r a l  o u t b u i l d i n g s  s t i l l  s t a n d  o n  t h i s  working c a t t l e  farm. A g a b l e - r o o f ,  
end-opening house w i t h  a s t o n e  f i r s t  f l o o r  and a b r i c k  h a l f - s t o r y  made whole  
by a c o n c r e t e  b lock  a d d i t i o n  lies s o u t h e a s t  o f  t h e  house. G r i l l  open ings  
i n  e i t h e r  long  s i d e  are e l o n g a t e d  r e c t a n g l e s  w i t h  t h r e e  h o r i z o n t a l  diamond 
m u l l i o n  b a r s .  An ice house w i t h  a s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n  and frame-under- 
wea therboard  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  has a pyramidal  hipped roof  t h r o u g h  t h e  c e n t e r  
o f  which a t a l l ,  frame w a t e r  tower ,  s q u a r e  i n  p l a n ,  was i n t r u d e d .  F a r t h e r  
east is  a small, two-s to ry  b u i l d i n g  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a s t o n e  f i r s t  s t o r y ,  a 
frame second s t o r y ,  a two-s tory  l e a n - t o ,  and a  t a l l  e x t e r i o r  end chimney 
b u i l t  o f  s t o n e  t o  t h e  wea ther ings  w i t h  a b r i c k  s t a c k .  T h i s  may have b e e n  
a k i t c h e n ;  i t  i s  now a c o t t a g e  dwel l ing .  F i n a l l y ,  a modern bank b a r n  has  
been e r e c t e d  on what a p p e a r s  t o  be o l d  s t o n e  f o u n d a t i o n s .  

G P O  8 2 1 - 7 2 4  
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5 T I T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

Prominently s i t e d  on a  h i l l  above t h e  scen ic  Goose Creek v a l l e y ,  t h e  Glebe 
House of  Shelburne Pa r i sh  i s  a  r a r e  surv iv ing  example o f  a  s p e c i a l i z e d  type  

I o f  e c c l e s i a s t i c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  Although t h e  house was l a t e r  a l t e r e d ,  i t -  I - 

remains one of t h e  few ex tan t  g lebe  houses f o r  which t h e  o r i g i n a l  s p e c i f i c a  
t i o n s  surv ive .  H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  Shelburne Glebe was t h e  focus o f  a  r a r e  case  
of r e s i s t a n c e  t o  the  f i n a l  d ises tab l i shment  o f  t h e  Angelican Church i n  V i r -  
g i n i a .  Not u n t i l  t h i r t y - e i g h t  years  a f t e r  t h e  passage of  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  
a c t  which ordered t h e  d i sposa l  of  a l l  g lebe  lands  was t h e  Shelburne g lebe  
s o l d  i n t o  p r i v a t e  hands. 

Shelburne P a r i s h  was s e t  o f f  from Cameron Pa r i sh  i n  1769 and named f o r  
William Fitz-Maurice, E a r l  of  Shelburne and f i r s t  Marquess of Lansdowne. I 
Apr i l  1771, t h e  church wardens were d i r ec t ed  t o  procure a  c l e r i c  t o  preach 
once every  t h r e e  months a t  Leesburg and a t  t h e  p a r i s h ' s  Mountain Chapel. 
Preference was t o  be given t o  a  Rev. M r .  S c o t t ,  bu t  i n  December o f  t h a t  yea 
t h e  Rev. David G r i f f i t h  was e l ec t ed  t o  t h e  pos i t ion .  H i s  s e r v i c e s  came 
h igh ly  recommended and were eage r ly  sought a f t e r  f o r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
co lon ie s  by t h e  c o l o n i a l  governors of bo th  New York and Vi rg in i a .  G r i f f i t h '  
s a l a r y  was adjus ted  t o  compensate f o r  t h e  p a r i s h ' s  l ack  of  a  g lebe  house an 
lands  f o r  h i s  use.  He l a t e r  became a  chapla in  i n  t h e  Cont inenta l  Army, and 
no f u r t h e r  n o t i c e  of  him appears .  1 

I 
I n  a n  e f f o r t  t o s u p p l y  t h e  lack  of  a  g lebe ,  t h e  pa r i sh  purchased 465 a c r e s  
of  land  from Joseph Combs i n  1773, a f t e r  having h i r ed  Appolis Cooper i n  
Novembes, 1772, t o  b u i l d  t h e  house. They ordered,  according t o  t h e  v e s t r y  
books, t h a t  t h e  

- - 
Dwelling - / i s /  - t o  bc  of  b r i c k  o r  s tone  20' wide and 48' long. Trio 
rooms below s t a i r s ,  t h e  one 18 '  X 20 ' ,  t h e  o t h e r  20' X 201, with  a  
passage t o  t h e  s t a i r  t o  be r a i s e d  up t o  t h e  passage above. Three 
rooms above s t a i r s ,  two of which a r c  t o  have f i r e p l a c e s .  Two b r i c k  
o r  s tone  chimneys. Two s t o r i e s  high wi th  c e l l a r  t h e  whole s i z e  of  
t h e  house. A s tonc  o r  b r i c k  k i t chen  1s' X 10 ' .  

We do not  know whcther thc  bu i ld ing  was completed before  G r i f f i t h ' s  depar- 
t u r e  i n  1776. 

Shclburnc Par i sh  r e s i s t e d  t h c  1802 l e g i s l a t i v e  a c t  o rde r ing  t h e  s a l e  o f  a l l  
g l r b e s  and the  remi t tance  of  t h e  proceeds to  the county overseers  of  t h e  
poor. Thc case  was f i n a l l y  s e t t l e d  i n  cour t  i n  1830, b u t  i t  was not  u n t i l  

L. -- - -- ~A -. - .- ______I 
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8.  SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 

1840 t h a t  t h e  Glebe was s o l d  t o  John and Andrew Aldridge, according t o  t h e  
Loudoun County Deed Book. It was probably near  t h i s  time t h a t  t h e  house 
rece ived  i t s  Greek Revival modernization. 

I n  t h e  twen t i e th  cen tu ry  t h e  proper ty  has been owned by t h e  Gray, King, 
Eppes, and Cassidy f ami l i e s .  The Glebe was r e c e n t l y  purchased by M r .  and 
Mrs. Archibald Kingsley. 
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