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I 1 - IClrask one) I 
E l  Good n F a , .  O Deterqoroted 0 Ruins u U n e x p o s e d  

1 (Chock OnrJ -1 (Check 0"s) I 
I:] A I I O . O ~  [XI unal tered  n M O V * ~  w o,iei..i si ls  

I o n i a  i s  a  frame dwel l ing ,  sheathed i n  clapboarding whose one-and- 
one-halC s t o r i e s  and gable  roof r e s t  on a  predominantly Flemish bond b r i c k  
foundat ion.  While t h e  b a s i c  bu i ld ing  p lan  i s  a n  e l l - s h a p e ,  one s t o r y  wings 
f l a n k  t h e  main (south)  f r o n t  and two porches (now p a r t i a l l y  enclosed)  and a 
small k i t chen  wing have been added. The shed-roofed en t r ance  porch s h e l t e r s  
t h c  two en t r ances  l ead ing  t o  the  two p r i n c i p l e  rooms on the  south  f r o n t .  
Notable c x t e r i o r  f e a t u r e s  inc lude  t h r e e  e x t e r i o r  end chimneys and the  use of 
smal l ,  s ix -ovc r - s ix  s a s h  windows wi th  t y p i c a l l y  t h i c k  e igh teen th  cen tu ry  
muntins. Or ig ina l  ou tbu i ld ings  inc lude  a  d a i r y  house, k i t chen ,  smoke 
house, s l a v e  q u a r t e r s ,  and a  frame barn whose heavy corner  p o s t s ,  beams and 
d iagonal  b rac ing  a long  w i t h  o r i g i n a l  ironwork i n d i c a t e  a n  e a r l y  d a t e .  

Extensive use of oak-grained p ine  woodwork c h a r a c t e r i z e s  t h e  
wes tern  "ha l l "  of t h e  south  i r o n t  be ing  used on t h e  mantel ,  paneled dado, 
tne  c l o s e t  doors  t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  of the  f i r e p l a c e ,  and on the  o r i g i n a l  " b u i l t -  

D E S C R l O E  T H E  P R E S E N T  &NO O I ? I G 1 N A L  (If h n ( l ~ n )  P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  t 
I 

i n "  co rne r  cupboard. This room a l s o  holds a  small enclosed co rne r  s t a i r  t o  
t h c  halC s t o r y  above. The room t o  t h e  e a s t  has pa in ted  wood t r l m  w i th  a  
s imple mantelpiece c o n s i s t ~ n g  of a n  a r c h i t r a v e  surround,  p l a i n  f r i e z e  above 
and capped by a  molded co rn ice  s h e l f .  The s i n g l e  room i n  t h e  r e a r  e l l  t o  
t h e  no r th  has a  s imple mantel w i t h  f l u t e d  p i l a s t e r s :  These t h r e e  rooms 
r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  c h a i r  r a i l  and much of t h e  o r i g i n a l  door and window 

I 

framings . 
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S T A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C h N C E  I 
James Watson i s  be l ieved  t o  have come t o  Vi rg in i a  about  1717, 

having been deported from Scotland f o r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  Rebel l ion of 'I$, 
f o r  t h e  S c o t t i s h  Pre tender  t o  t h e  Engl i sh  throne.  H i s  son,  r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  Ymjor 
James Watson, was born near  Louisa Court House i n  1742. A f t e r  having I 

managed h i s  f a t h e r ' s  bus iness  f o r  some y e a r s ,  Major Watson was a b l e  t o  
i 
I 

purchase proper ty  i n  t h e  Green Springs a r e a  of Louisa where he l a t e r  b u i l t  1 ,  
C love r .P la ins ,  1 a t e r . t o  be renamed Ion ia .  I n  1773 he married E l i zabe th  
Shel ton ,  t h e  s i s t e r  of P a t r i c k  Henry's w i f e ,  and a l though t h e i r  f i r s t  
c h i l d  was born a t  h i s  f a t h e r ' s  home, t h e  Watsons occupied I o n i a  by 1775. 

i 
I 

By 1777 Major Watson w i t h  h i s  own farm and t h e  ex tens ive  pro- I 
i 

p e r t y  w i l l e d  him by h i s  f a t h e r  paid the  t h i r d  l a r g e s t  t i t h e  i n  the  county. i 
I 

Referred t o  a s  "heat Stacks" Watson because of  h i s  p r o s p e r i t y ,  the  Y f j o r  1 
insured  h i s  house w i t h  t h e  Mutual Assurance Soc ie ty  i n  1802 and a g a i n  i n  
1805 a f t e r  a  wing had been added. 

i 
Following Watson's dea th  t h e  house passed t o  h i s  w i f e  and i n  

1845 t o  h i s  son,  Doctor George Watson. The proper ty  was never r e f e r r e d  t o  a & i n  
a s  "Clover P l a i n s "  by t h e  Watson family but  a s  "de House." It was under 1 
t h e  ownership of Doctor Watson t h a t  the  house became known a s  "Ionia",  1 
perhaps a f t e r  some i s l a n d s  o f f  t h e  c o a s t  of  Scot land. .  Watson, a  Richmond j 
phys ic ian ,  a p p a r e n t l y  used I o n i a  a s  a  summer house, bu t  by h i s  dea th  i n  I 

! 1854 he  had moved thexe permanently. 
D r .  Watson's widow l ived  f o r  many yea r s  and by 1879 when she  was 1 

! 
88 she  had l e f t  Ionia .  The farm, having become l e s s  prosperous, was i n  
a r r e a r s  i n  t axes ,  and Mrs. Watson reques ted  t h e  proper ty  be d iv ided  before  
h e r  d e a t h  among h e r  seven ch i ld ren .  Her daughter ,  M r s .  C, H. Barbour, i 

I 
l r ece ived  the  house and 110 a c r e s .  The proper ty  passed through s e v e r a l  
I hands and e v e n t u a l l y  t o  t h e  Hanger family who own i t  now. 1 

I 
I o n i a  has evolved i n t o  i t s  p r e s e n t  cond i t ion  from a n  o r i g i n a l  

block of t h e  two south  rooms and inc ludes  a t  l e a s t  four  l a t e r  per iods  of  / 
cons t ruc t ion .  The bu i ld ing  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  n o t  only  a s  one of the  o l d e s t  1 
b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  Green Springs neighborhood and a s  i t s  b e s t  r e p r e s c n t a t i v e  
of  t h e  c l a s s i c  Vi rg in i a  e i g h t e e n t h  cen tu ry  "story-and-a-half"  s t r u c t u r e  i n  
t h i s  important  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  c o l l e c t i o n ,  bu t  a l s o  a s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  s e a t  of 
t h e  Watson family who l a t e r  b u i l t  many o t h e r  house? i n  t h e  Green Springs.  , 



/ Grown, T. Robins. "Documentation of I o n i a ,  Home o f  Major James Watson, 
Louisa  County, Vi rg in ia . "  Un ive r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a :  1969 

I Mutual Assurance S o c i e t y  o f  V i r g i n i a ,  P o l i c i e s ,  1796-1866. 
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Publ ic  I.aw 

89-hh5). I hereby nominate th is  property for inclusion 

I I/ Date I 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

Register' 

in the National Register and cerlify that it has  been 

evalubtrd accord'ng to the criteria and procedures s e t  
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