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I ' n ~ ~ ~ ~ l l ~ ~ t  Good Fair 0 Detcrioiatcd 0 Ruins Unexposed 
1 CONDITION 1 -- 
I (cileck One) 

A l l e r e d  0 Unal tered  E Moved Eq Original Site - 
O R I G I N A L  (11  knew") P U Y S l C A i  A P P E A R A N C E  

Providence Church i s  loca ted  i n  a  c l c a r i n g  a t  t h e  end of a  wooded lane 
a  f r a c t i o n  of a  mi l e  no r th  of U.S. Route 250, and wes t  of  t h e  junct ions of 
U.S. i:outes 250 and 522. 1 

The t k e e - b a y  bu i ld ing  measures 50'3" x  26'4" and i s  o r i e n t e d  approxi- 
mately s o u t h e a s t  by northwest.  The church has  a  g a b l e  roof covered with 
t i n ,  and t h e  s i d e s  a r e  covered wi th  modern(l940) white  clapboards.  Two 
win2oi.r~ open on t h e  upper l e v e l  i n  e a c h g a b l c  end, and t h r e e  on each leve l  
on cach s idc .  The upper double-hung wooden windoxis have s ix-over-six 
sashes.  Thosc on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  r e t a i n  their o r i g i n a l  s i i l s  and probably 
t h c  i n t c r i o r  frames. The lower windows havc s ix-over-n im sashes ,  and a  

I 
widc wooden s h u t t c r  on one s i d e .  A door opcns i n  t h e  e a s t  and another  
between t h e  c e n t e r  and e a s t  bays i n  t h e  south  s i d c .  A 1 1  the  openings have 

several:. a r e a s  wi th  new s t o n e  and br ick .  

I 
p l a i n  trir.. The o r i g i n a l  s tones  i n  t h e  foundat ion have been r ep laced  in I 

I 

On t h e  i n t e r i o r  t h c r e  i s  a g a l l e r y  i n  t h e  west end extending halfway 
along t h c  s i d e s  on t h e  no r th  and south. The s i d c  g a l l e r i e s  a r e  l a t e r  1 i 
c o i o n i a l  a d d i t i o n s .  The h a n d r a i l  of  t h e  c e n t r a l  portLon of t h e  west ga l l e r  , m  
t h e  board-and b a t t e n  f r o n t ,  t h e  suppor t ing  beam, t h e  p a i r  of chamfered 
columns suppor t ing  t h e  g a l l e r y ,  and t h e  chamfered p a i r  r i s i n g  t o  the  c e i l i n ,  - 
a r c  a l l  o r i g i n a l .  The f l o o r  i n  t h e  g a l l e r y  is probably c o l o n i a l .  A 
narzowcr chamfered column s t ands  under t h e  no r th  end of t h e  west ga l l e ry .  1 : 
The l a t e r  columns undcr t h e  s i d e  g a l l e r i e s  have chanfc r s  and lamb's tongues + 

Beaded v a i n s c o t i n g  e n c i r c l i n g  t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  and t h c  beaded c e i l i n g  boards 
a r e  probably c o l o n i a l  o r  o r i g i n a l .  Thc pews, some de r iv ing  from a  nid-  

I 
I c n ine teen th  cen tu ry  chapel  near  Yanceyvil le ,  a r e  low and have s lop ing  backs., 

The r a i s e d  wooden p u l p i t  s t ands  i n  t h e  e a s t  end, and may inc lude  some i n 
c o l o n i a l  f a b r i c .  -I 
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S P E C I F I C  D A T E 1 5 1  (If Appli( .nbIo nndRnoivilJ 17i17 
A R E A S  OF  S I G N I F I C A N C E  (Chock Ono or Moro n e  Approprioro) 

Abor ipinal 0 E d u c ~ t i o n  Pol i t ical  Urban Pionning 

Prehistoric Engincciing R ~ c l i ~ i ~ ~ / P h i .  O r h s r  (specify) 

~ i s t o r i ~  ~ndustry  l o r ~ p h y  l oca l  h i s t o r y  
Agricuituro Invention n sciense 

Architecture Londrcope Sculprure 1 a Art Ar<hifccturo Sociol/Humon- 

i 0 Comrnarco Literoturo itai ian 

Communicotionr Mil itary Theater 

U Conservorion Music 0 Tronrportofion 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  S i C N I F I C A N C E  

Providence Church i s  one of t h e  few f r a n c  churches i n  V i r g i n i a  remain- 
ing from c o l o n i a l  t i n e s  and was one of t h e  f i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  churches t o  
be b u i l t  i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  p a r t  of t h e  s t a t e .  The p l a i n  hones t  e x t e r i o r  and 

'A 

Z 

0 - 
i 

U 

2 

E 

C 

VI 

z 

simple r u s t i c  i n t e r i o r  combifie t o  g i v e  t h e  bu i ld ing  a p a r t i c u l a r  charm. 
Providence P r e s b y t e r i a n  Church, o r i z i n a l l y  c a l l e d  Providence Meeting 

Housc, was organized  about  1747 under t'r.e d i r e c t i o n  of Samuel Morr i s ,  and 
t h e  b u i l d i n g  was pu t  up t h a t  same year .  Samuel Davies ,  t h e  f i r s t  m i n i s t e r ,  
remained a t  Providence u n t i l  1759, when he l e f t  t o  assume t h e  pres idency  
of  t h e  Col lege  of iTew Jersey .  John Todd, t h e  second n i n i s t e r ,  remained 
u n t i l  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1793. A d i s t i n g u i s h e d  son  of  t h e  church was Robert 
Lewis Dabney, noted mid-nineteenth cen tu ry  P r e s b y t e r i a n  m i n i s t e r  and 
church a r c h i t e c t .  

A 1767 w i l l  gave t h e  congrega t ion  of Providence t h e  means t o  purchase 
two s i l v e r  communion cups made by John Nev i l l e  of  London i n  1769-70. These 
cups have been cont inuous ly  used by t h e  congrega t ion  s i n c e  t h a t  t ime,  
maliing Providence one of  ve ry  few Presb;lterian churches t o  r e t a i n  t h i s  - 
custom r a t h e r  than  t o  employ s i i a l l  i n d i v i d u a l  s e rv ing  g l a s s e s .  
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L a w  

89-665). I hereby nominate this  property for inclusion 

in the National Register and ceilify that i t  has  been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procehrres s e t  
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