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MD-112, t h e  ~ c n t l s '  Sits, WEIS o r i g i n e l l  
Shenandoah N a t i o n a l  Park a n d , o c c a s i o n a  
n s l  who made small c o l l e c t i o n s  ' t h a t - d e  
V i s i t o r  Center ' .  I n  1975 t h e s e  c o l L e c t i o n g  w e r e ' i n v e n t o r i e d  and t h e  s i te  
v i s i t e d  and 1igtf.t ly c o l l e c t e d  .twice by p e r s o n n e l  o f : t h e ' : l e b o r a t o r y  of Archaeo- 
l o g y  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  as p a r t  of a aurvey:of ,past  a r c h a e o l a g i c a l  
work i n  t h e  Shenandoah N a t i o n a l  Park eponsored b t h e  Den'\isr-.Ser.vice C e n t e r  
of the  NP5 (Haftman, U s l e n d ,  Funk b Yarnon 1915J. ..Ts?t ?.xcavatjions " e r e  
u n d e r t a k e n  a t  MD-112 i n  t h e  S p r i n g  'of .:1976, 'Ss' p a r t '  o f  a n  a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  :. '. 

c 't..:sir~.$p;;*:".i"'' :; s t u d y  of ,the Big Meadows - Roa? R i v e r  . . . .  a r e a  . (Millet . 1.9?6).,.: . . .  , .,..,,,; * y4 :A, .i.;v;i*?: 1: 
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. JNVENTION 

MU-112 m i g h t  w e l l  h a v e  b e e n , c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  l q r g e  e c a l e - f i r e  h u n t s  a n d  t F a d i n g  
and  r a i d i n g  e x p e d i t i o n s  r e g u l a r l y  c o n d u c t e d  by t h e  l a r g e  P l edmon t  f p n d  , .Val ley? 

( h o r t i c u l t u r a l .  v i l l a g e  p e o p l e s  a l o n g  t h i s  c u l t u r a l  f r o n t i e r .  By r e i s i n g  t h e  
: q u e s t i o n  of t h e  i d e n t i t y  o f  t h e  B l u e  R idge  a s  a f r o n t i e r  z o n e  i n  l a t e  Wood- 

l a n d  times ( H o l l a n d ,  - p e r s o n a l  commun$cat ion)  MD-112 a l s o  p r o v i d e s  a t h e o r e t i c a  
l i n k  t o  e a r l y  E u r o p e a n  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  t h e  B lue  Ridge  from d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s  

; by d i f f e r e n t  e t h n i c  g r o u p s .  The s p e c i f i c  q u a l i t i e s  of sthe-Gentle S i t e  which 
i i l l u s t r a t e  i t s  i m p o r t a n c e  i n d u d e  t h e  ' F o l l o w i n g  c o n a i d e r a t i a n s :  .. ...'-' . .  

_:. ..,. .. , -  - . ,, ,* . . . . . . . . . . . .  <, ,  .-;: ..... >).. .<...- :-.i. ... *'.... . .  i ---. . .  
I (1 ) I n  terms of '  f i n i s h e d  i-rt ifacts. , '"i&-'  is o n e  o f  t h e  most . ( i f ,  n o t  fhe mos t  .... . .: ... i , .  . ( .f :: ..-: . . 

p r o d u c t i v e  s i t e s  i n  t h e  Shenandoeh  ~ a t i o n a l  Park .  ::.. , . . :. ..-;tt~-. . . . .. .. .... . . . .  . !. , . . . . - .  . . . . . .  - .. .... .... . .:.... . . .,, 9p.'i.,:;;.~.~.;~:!7:1.* -. _ '  ' . - : I . .  
.: ,,!, : .:;,.. ..: ; .: . .:.;-. : =.. ; , - .. , . .- . .,. , . .. - . . . . . .  - .  ..j,. .: ?:; . . ., ,,.(.>:,, .,-P?i ?! >. . t: .&.j;g: !?,-I :.>.;. ;, .-:..?.::..:' ... . .  

( 2 )  L a r g e .  a m o u n t s  of i m p o i t e d  d t o n s  a r t i f a c t s  a n d  p o f t e r y  a l l o w  u s  t o  t race  
: d i r e c t l y  . . . .  t h e  r e l a t i o n  , . pfr..f?D,-1 1 2  t o  . , a d j o i n i n g  r e g i o n s ,  . e s p e c i a l l y . t h e  . . . . .  Piedmont .  

. :+ .  . . . .  :'t . I .  . , .  . . . . . . . . ' . . . .  . . . . . .  ' ..:  .... :.1'1 : . _ . . . . . .  . . I '  , ., .. : . . . . . . . .  
( 3 )  MD-112 is t h e  " l a r a e s t  l a t e  woodland s i t e  i n  t h e  . shend"doah  ' N i t i b n a l  Pa rk .  ,.. ... . . . . . . .  . . 

., . - .  . .... . . . . . . . . .  ... . . . -  . . ~. i " . . . . . . . .  -. .,!.--- '" .: 
2.. . -4 . '1  -.. .! ' :  - 

( 4 )  Lying  w e l l  w i t h i n .  t h e  -z-- --*,;, a r e a ,  MD-1 1 2  
c a n  be s t u d i e d  'in " r e l a t i o n  t o  a l o c a l  ' k e t t l d m e n t  systam,'oii 'er  b k e r a l  m i l l e n n i a  

. .... ................... (Hoffman 1 9 7 9 )  .? ">:.: :. -.<. -.j,,.::,:,..::. --....,& j, &,!: : \  i-.. 7 .., --;.. : : ..--:." ' - .-;. ...?. ...*.: ......... . ...........;.. .‘ . 
, ?.. ,  ..-- ' :.:.. 3 ,  ; ,..,! :. ,.; :.. .:.i.%.Ri..r..;,:.::..q<i4p* r-x.. i.0: t,.* . . . . _ .  . . . .  . , . . . . , . . . . . . . .  ...... . '  _ .  . . . . . .  . . . . . . . .  . ; ; :  , ,  , , ,  , , . , , . . : , , .  : :::..$:?;itiv$.i;-:' . . . ,  <-* l;'<~t....'...... . , . ,"..,. k . 4  . !. . . , ; . ..:., . F* : . - . . 

( 5  ) ~ e c a u s e ' d f  t h e '  f a r r l y  l a r g e  number of s h e i d = -  f o u n d u t h e r c ,  MI)-1'1 2 i n v i t e s  
c o m p a r i s o n  w i t h  o t h e r  l a t e  Woodland s i t e s  ( l i k e  t h e  H o r i z o n  : I  o c c u p a t i o n  a t  

, .- AU-158) on t h e  .,.- o p p o e i t e :  . .  fece'.of t h e  B l u e  R idge  @ h e r e  c e r a m i c s  a re  f o u n d .  +: .. 
: . . . . . .  .I . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  . .. ... ,-: .. :;.;;- ,,; ,*-- ; ...>;L ,:,. :..,<.; ";.; 1,; ...-. - -  a; >+,y*r. $;*..;;.j.i.: ,:.,. ;.-*<. -.!: .. :,.-+:*.:;,.1. d:i.?:+a%+*i.k-i <,' . * * . d . . f ; + d *  : . . . . .  ".--- . . . . . . . . . .  . . . .  . . . . .  . . .  ...* .i .- . . .  . - .  ,. ' ? . . .  ( 6  ) ~ e c a u s a ' o f  f t e  e a s y  i c t k ' h s a  b i l i j y  end  h i g h  v i b f  tor i n p ' a c t ,  WD-1 12, i s  :.. 

. : e d u c a t i o n a l l y  8 i g n i f i c a n t . a n d  m i g h t  e a a i l y ' b e  i n t e g r a t e d  i n t o  . P a r k  i n t e r - ,  . ,.: .. ,...;,,', . . . . . . . . . . . .  ....,; be... .< - 4..~.<i.2& , ... ... . .. .... ...*. ;... - .I... . ,_..:..... ... ,.?:A..-f.; ..,< ,:..,, cl*.+-:'--> ::: ,- I  

.&-& ;*+ - - .  *+.-... : P . .  a . - ; . . .  . , , .  r .(.:xL il .-. 
a,-  . . . . . . .  .:.:.:.. . , . . ' . .  :,.,: . , . . . .  + - > A  .. . 

,-,-:. ,J&, ;.,;; y<..)3i ;.,. ;..,: ..-,. ; ,..;> ,..rf., .z ;. :::: ,:. \?-.!p.: ;:;: +..: .,:+:,:a JT.,:,; ;..~.?++y,2~~.<7~>%j.:k7:::;.?9:::*- =-:a- .-: .... . .:' ,..-: . ,-.-:;,,, Y .  . ..,$:::::.,:.::,,: <::; .... 2:d$$~L~L,$$~!~;;:+:r:~~3<g:; *;.:.;:... ( 7 )  '  here :is " b . : p b 6 s i b i l i t y  :$hi(  fediures-',a"d , bv&"'q,:h&itat/ons ' de t i n# - . t<= l i t e  .... 
Woodland '  t imes m i g h t  b e  # i e d b r v e d  "h t ' , t hd  " G & t l e  S i t e ;  e.p..,&illy in: '$he . , .;;z-.~;~:~. . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . .  - .-: -.-. ..,A - .  ..,i. '::middle of . t h e  . - t .er ra~e , on w h i c h :  it. @its. ?.:Since w e l l -  p r e s e r v e d  . faatur~i.-&r~'u::~- 
.*. . . _ . ,.. ., . B : \ i i r t u e l l y  u n k n o \ i n ' ~ i n ,  p x e h i . t o r i c  sites i n  .*ha Park, MD-1 1 ,2 :bay  p r o v e '  T .  ,,::,:,;.:::.: : 

c r i t i c a l  + e s o u r c e : t o  f u t u r e  generetion~pf,.archaeologist~~quip~d,.~with b e t t s r  
.. - . . .  .... ..,A f i e l d  a n d  a n a l y t i c a l  t e c h n i q u e a a ,  ; .  : . .;: ::;. .......;.......................=....... - ........ .. . : . . . . .  . ' . .  . . ,.., ..:. 

.. - .  .- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .......... "y +.!:>-: ,'.. , .'? .' ;?, -.-.I.. : >..:.l..~:j.'~-.. ....;- .7.- 
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CONTl NU ATlON SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 1 

"4.1, 
A r c h a e o l o o i c a l -  I n v e s t i p e t i o n g :  
A f t e r  o u r  1975  s t u d y  o f  c o l l e c t i o n s  from t h e  G e n t l e  S i t e  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  
Big Meadows V i s i t o r  C e n t e r ,  two v i s i t s  t o  t h e  s i t e ' e n h b l e d  f i r s t  hand 
i n s p e c t i o n  and r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a g r e a t e r  r a n g e  o f  m a t e r i a l ,  
i n c l u d i n g  d e b i t a g e  (Hoffman, C le lend ,  Funk & Vernon 1975:55;5B-59). ,'In' - 
1976 i t  was d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  c r i t i c a l  l o c a t i o n  of MD-112 a l o n g  a  h e a v i l y -  
used Park t r a i l  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s t r u c t u r a l  r e m a i n s  on l a t e  
Woodland v i n t a g e  r e q u i r e d  f u r t h e r ,  sub-aurFace t e s t i n g .  I t  was f e l t ,  even  
a t  t h i s  time, t h a t  MD-112 a l m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  m e r i t e d  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  s t a t u s  

and t h a t  a d d i t i o n a l  d a t e  were needed t o  s u p p o r t  i t s  nominat ion .  

Accordin  l y ,  i n  S p r i n g  o f  1976 l i m i t e d  t e s t  e x c a v a t i o n s  were u n d e r t a k e n  
( s e e  map 3 . A t e m p o r a r y  s i t e  datum was e s t a b l i s h e d  on t h e  b a s e  of  an  NPS 
t r a i l  marker  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  of t h e  s i t e  ( 1 
and a  g r i d  s y s t e m  d i v i d e d  i n t o  two m e t e r  s q u a r e s  imposed on 
map). Due t o  l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t i m e  and f u n d s ,  i t  was o n l y  p o s s i b l e  t o  ex- 
c a v a t e  f o u r  two meter s q u a r e s  and s u r f a c e  f o u r t e e n  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  
end of t h e  s i t e  ( s e e  map and p h o t o )  and f i n i s h  one s q u a r e  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  
of  t h e  o c c u p a t i o n  a r e a .  Although t h i s  p r o c e d u r e  p rov ided  u s e f u l  d a t a ,  i t  
d i d  n o t  a l l o w  us t o  a s s e s s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  h o r i z o n t a l  v a r i a t i o n  ( a l m o s t  c e r -  
t a i n l y  p r e s e n t )  o r  d e t e r m i n e  whe the r  f e a t u r e s  were p r e s e r v e d  i n  o p t i m a l  
a r e a s .  Thus, o n l y  a b o u t  1.33% of  t h e  s i t e  h a s  been sampled and t h i s ,  n o t  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e l y . ,  P roof  of  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f ' l a t e  Woodland f e a t u r e s  and 
s t r u c t u r e s  a w a i t s  f u t u r e  r e s e a r c h .  

.<.  .' 
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  s y s t e m a t i c  exca t i a t ion  and s u r f m e  c o l l e c t i o n s  ' d i d  pro-  
duce  s u f f i c i e n t  d a t a  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  impor tance  o f  MD-112;' The ' two  m e t e r  
s q u a r e s  were e x c a v a t e d  w i t h  s h o v e l s  and t r o w e l s  t o  s d e p t h  of  1 0  cm. and 
.only d i a g n o s t i c  spec imens  p i e c e  p l o t t e d .  A s i n g l e  deep  p r o b e  was under-  
; taken i n  t h e  c o r n e r  o f  one s q u a r e  t o  a  d e p t h  o f  34 c m ,  r e v e a l i n g  a s h a l l o w  

h o r i z o n  o f  yellow-brown c l a y e y  loam mixed w i t h  g r a v e l .  !'"Most a r t i f a c t s  ' 

were c o n f i n e d  t o  t h e  A h o r i z o n .  .. , .. .:,. *. ,,.- . .  - - ..:.!.:t?- . 
h . . . . .  ' . r  ' , .. .,, -.'*, *-. . - : ; 7 ,  

I 

I n  a l l ,  t h e  1 9 7 6  e x c a v a t i o n ;  produced a  t o t a i  o f  5,444 a t o n e  a r t i f a c t s  ' 8  

( s e e  appended t a b l e )  and 25 p o t s h e r d s .  ( F o s s  l 9 7 7 r  105-112).  , . The e s t i m a t e d  
a r t i f a c t  d e n s i t y  was a  h i g h  2,388 p e r  c u b i c  m e t e r  ( a  f igure : : in f l a t edwby: , ,  

- -  t h e  emphas i s  a n  s u r f a c e  c o l l e c t i o n  .and s h a l l o w  e x c a v a t i o n s ) . ~ - -  O f ,  t he ,  -5- ::-' 
l i t h i c  m a t e r i a l ,  74.4% was q u a r t z i t e ,  12% q u a r t ?  and 12% c r y p t o c r y s t a l l i n e .  

,,-, * .The h i g h  f r e q u e n c y  o f  q u a r t z  r e f l e c t s  c o n t a c t s  w i t h  t h e  Piedmont ,  z ,nhile  . --,.a# ::. .-: r .  7- 

t h e  l a r g e '  amount o f  c r y p t o c r y s t a l l i n e  m a t e e i a l a  i a  t y p i c a l  , o f  t h e  l a t e  .I-,.;: . . . . . . .  I... ..I - .-., ,., ..-." -..,A", - ' i- , ., . - 3 * Woodland l i t h i c  i n d u s t r y .  ". - . . . .  ,-... .i.; ....... 5. - . .  - -.;fl - , - . . *  . .... . . . . . .  .. ' .  . + >  - ,  -.- , **7. .s- . - .  ...< - . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 'L . - .- , , - d  

~ n a l ~ s i e  o f  t h e  MD-112' assemblage  by F O ; ~  (1977: 1'05-112) 'p&d"sed t h e  ' 

f a l l o w i n g  c o n e 1  s i a n s :  , - 
, . " .. 
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"The s i n g l e  most  i l n b r t e n t  a t t r i b u t e  o f  t h e  a d s e n b l a g e ' a  m o r p h o l o g i c a l  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  was t h e  overwhelmingly  h i g h  p e r c e n t e g e  of m i c r o - f l a k e s  which 

-numbered  4 , 5 2 1  o r  03.0% of t h e  t o t a l .  Again,  t h i s f i g u r e  d o e s  h o t  re f lec t  
t h e  t r u e  s i t u a t i o n  which is t h a t  p r o b a b l y  a s  nany  as 98% of t h e  f l a k e ? - _  . -.-.-.- 
were  l e s s  t h e n  2.5 c m .  ( l o n g ) ,  and  a  g r e a t m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e s e  were : 

. 7  

e x t r e m e l y  a m a l l  c h i p s ,  many less t h a n  l..cm. :::(,i"-,.length ! .:; .!.Such a . pr-8- 
p o n d e r a n c e  o f  t h e s e  s m e l l  f l a k e s  i s  i n d i c g t i v e  -of ..two' r e l a t e d  f a c t o r s :  
( 1 )  t h a t  r e s h a r p e n i n g  of b i f a c i a l ,  : t o o l s  was a"major < a c t i v i t y ' a t  t h e  s i t e  , 
as many o f  t h e s e  t i n y  c h i p s  cibuld be c l a s s i f i e d  f u n c t i o n a l l y  s m e d g e  
r e s h a r p e n i n g "  f l a k e s ,  and  ( 2 )  t h a t  a r t i f a c t s  b e i n g '  p radueed  were : g e n e r a l l y  
s m a l l  i n  s i z e .  The low f r e q u e n c y  of : c o r t e x  f19,kee :(7?4$,) .con:  be..  i n t e r -  
p r e t e d  a s  meaning t h a t  o b j e c t s  were b r o u ~ h t , ' ~ t o ' ~ , : t h e  site, e i t h e r  c o m p l e t e d  
o r  as "p re fo rms  ." .The remnan t a  -o f ,  38 c o r e s  in. : t h e .  . .. sample';[" 'all  . . . .  v e r y  s m a l l ,  

. . . . i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  some c o r e  r e d u c t i o n  . was '  o c c u r r i , n g  a t .  t h e  e'its. .; ; : - .  . . .  :- 
...2...-............ . . . : . .  . . . . .  , " . - . ; A .  : . . .  J ,  .... , , . . :  

- .  ... . . . . .  .. ..C ,*. . . . . . .  . . . .  .- .a,, .. ,, . :<:%.!"' $7*I;F+Ti$F+*;:;i+..: ...;:'FS.~.-~ .~T+F:~*jr.:~T*>it:..~::::::Z;-..~ . .  . .i::.,: 

"The p r e s e n c e  o f  c e r a m i c s  a t  t h e  ? i t e  may be  i n t e r p r e t e d  a s r e p r e s e n t i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  r e l a t e d  to  t h e  g a t h e r i n g  of: ,wild ' p l a n t '  f o o d s  :which 'were s t o r e d  
and t r a n s p o r t e d  f r o m  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  in'~~hese,':'containess.'"'~The l i t h i c  a s - .  
semblage, w i t h  i ts  low f r a q u e n s y  of, worked . a ,  and y t i l i z e d  f l ekes  (5 .7%)  , 

..... is  d i f f i c u l t y  t o  f u n c t i o n a l l y  c l i s e i f y .  :;::::,Nearly 80% . ' o f  . , t he  " t o o l s  ' r e c o v e r e d  
..... from t h e  sits were, p r o j e c t i l e  p o i n t s -  o r  point-:fragments:;;z>In a d d i t i o n  t o  

t h e s e ,  t h e r e  were two s m a l l  s c r a p e r s ,  :two, s c r a p e r / k n i f  e , c o m b i n a t i o n  ' t o o l s ,  
one  d r i l l  and a l a r g e  grsenstone,,~chopping"tool.~~~~~hi~"~~~ter~,~~pecime.n i s  
a l e0  n o t e w o r t h v  b e c a u s e  one f a c e  'hhowed - d o s g i b l e  .'ei/idence'::of: . u t i l i z e  t i o n  
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I n t r u s i o n s  and' D a t a  t i m i t a  ti'ons: 
The s t i l l  i n c o m p l e t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s u c h  a l a r g e  and  complex  
s i t e  makes i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a s s e s s  w i t h  t h e  a c c u r a c y  of more c a r e f u l l y  
t e s t e d  l o c a l i t i e s .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  i m p a c t  from h i s t o r i c  d i s t u r b a n c e  
s eems  f a i r l y  l i g h t  and  t o d a y  i s  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  h i k e r s  p a s s i n g  o v e r  the  
s o u t h e r n  e d g e  of t h e  t e r r a c e .  No h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g  a c t i v i t y  i s  e v i d e n t  

b u t  s m a l l  o u t - b u i l d i n g s  may have  e x i s t e d .  If p l o w i n g  d i d  o c c u r ,  i t  would 
h a v e  been  s h a l l o w  a n d  had l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on  , the  h . o r i z o n t a 1  d i s t r i b u t i o n  
of a r t i f a c t s ,  Due t o  i n c o m p l e t e  a r e a l  s a m p l i n g  af  MD-112, i t  i s  n o t  pos -  
s i b l e  t o  l o c a t e  h o r i z o n t a l  c l u s t e r s  o r  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  f e a t u r e s  m i g h t  
b e  p r e s e r v e d .  The o n l y  n a t u r a l  e r o s i o n  t h a t  o c c u r s  i s  v e r y  l i m i t e d  a n d  
r e s t r i c t e d  t o  t h e  e d g e s  o f  s t r e a m  banks  on t h e  e i t e ' s  b o r d e r s ,  




