4

05 - ooy |Listed On:

—e VLR 09/16/1982
NRHP 12/15/1985

PR

o :
) a
Form No. 10-306 (M. 10.740

UNITED STATES DI:PARTMI:NT OF THI: INTI;RIOR
.-~ . NATIONAL PARK SERVICE .-

", NATIONALREGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
. INVENTORY - NOMINATIONFORM .
FOR FEDERAL PROPERTIES -

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS

TYPE ALL ENTRIES - COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS o
CL wemmc HD-138 c1igs Kill SiEe 2
oy l_,.. . Aunlqucoryo,: |-' "Z'.q . 'ﬁ o L f,li";
LOCA'I'ION e P
) : AT :

. srneenuuupsn e ' o e e 'lr:- G i LT e
SN gHENANDOAH NATIONAL BARR 120X it i canon :
. CITY.TOWN . , - . CONGRESSIGNAL DISTRICT

Y e 1 At - . . 07 !
i URAY ‘ - X wemry oINS
STATE : (air e
oo : VIRGINIA by
J— :
) - CLASSIFICATION -
\A \ e . - '
s cArEeonv L owusasmr - ¢ , : AR
) _ —DISTRICT .4 X_mauc ,,‘. ‘a ! “,_._ocwmo AT . ~AGRICULTURE USEUM .-
| ~BUILDINGI®) __mwm - " o "l g [ __unoccurlzn j, T —~COMMERCIAL ‘ ‘= PARK '
| . _smucrgas ., —B0TH L ('_“,' T R _ .EDUCATIONAL _mvntnssmsucc
i . Xsme -1 070 T PUBLICACQUISITION | . —ENTERTAINMENT | ¢ RELIGIOUS . _.,"
A, —OsscT - - ..mmocess ’ "__',;'(‘,," "L ves; nzsmc'rso § -}’J:_SCIEN‘I'IFIC S
. . C ._szmsconsmmin A x_vss uunesmcrzo iy -—TRANSPORTAHON)
' R SEL e B ' e ;
m AGENCY _ S
." L \’ !.‘- }'
- E nsmommaqgumgns: (1 appiicatie) i
STREET& NUMBER - . T
; SRR L et :‘”"".143"’3011':11 'rnnu) STREET :
k TTY.TOWN V. B
S PHILADELPEIA Cea LU v:cmn'v'or"
'ELOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION -
- COURTHOUSE. - ¢
.REG(STRY OF Desns E'rq
. STREET&NUM!ER
.l:‘.‘.:. R $ai .~ iep
'{f_renzan E:.smrre _fcouuw
OEPOSITORYFOR -, - ., . .
« ""SURVEYRECORDS '~ T L. °
CITY. TOWN
E : B - ~ .:;'A K - & -



eyp94823
Text Box
Listed On:

VLR     09/16/1982                                      
NRHP  12/15/1985  


Dnsmirnoi\i

_ ;i CONDITION | e
* —EXCELLENT ~ - .~ P a _.nmnlonnso

1t e

Vx_eooo o T v _puins Mt
—FAIR © . _UNEXPOSED v

) 3T CHECK ONE
ﬁﬁ-’¢Xiﬁﬁﬂmﬁé' 4
vy ni‘DAHv:

Lontext: . -‘, ..-'..y._.;‘, :r\.“ e :,:: it o
MD-138 was located by a foot survey on. Apr;l 24 51976 by “a crew frum the
Laborastory of Archaeology of the University of Vir 1nia. ~Inspection of

the base. of a cliff revealed a scatter
of artifacts about 30 by 35 m, in the sparae forest litter. -In late

Spring of 1976, in conjunction with the testing of MD-143, test excavations
were conducted at MD-138 (Miller 1976). “The existence of this site and
of the cliff itself
was "predicted"” befarehand by epecu;atrng on the hunting potentials
h the possibility of the‘aréa having-been-used fox ghimal
drives. The location of MD-138:at the base-of ‘a stesp M ‘high cliff
and the yelatively high: frequeny ‘of tools: re;nforcea the view that'’

the site represents a: very spec1e1 ectzvity'that is“intrmately ‘bodnd tq ,
the peculiar topogrephy ‘and .envigonment’ “ Althd“ﬁh we -0
interpret- MD-138“as a kill site, the”dbsence -of "animal bone due to high
soil acidity and the lack of rapid eoil buildup prevents more eccurate
assessment of the faunal resources : i S

Five one meter test squaree scattered about the ‘srea of occupetron produced
several diagnostic peints, including a Guilford Lanceolate and a Morrow
Mountain point of Middle Archeic vintage (ca. 4000 - 3000 B.C:). -Later .
forms included a notched stemmed point (Holland (1955) Type'I) of Middle

to Late Archaic date (ca. 3500 - 1500 B.C.) end ‘a surface fznd of & Levanna
Triangular point from late Woodland times = 1600 A D.). oot sl
(Foss 1977: 112- 116) e

R O |

nxzronmen;s St o v
MD-138 is situated at the base of a eheer

‘<
_. on -a small, flat area:of ground on.
slope. he terrain is rocky, the soil’ thin end the’' vegetetlve cover consist

of small trees.  There 'is little ground €over. »An'ﬁree ‘of marshy’ /ground
bounds the site to the south and east,! o
. At this point, ‘that stream has not yet [
definite channel and numercus epringe erupt ‘from the rocky groun

marshy ground not only limits the zone" of human eecupetion but
' the site attractive for its water and dive plants."i'A rugged

~“The -ive one meter squares scat
jwiuxcavated to.a depth of 15 °m'Lf~
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| The principal importance of MD-138 lies in its’functionally unique :
\ role in an environmentally unique area. . It represents the first and to °-
; date only example of a cliff kill site in Virginia.  Despite the_absgénce
! . of faunal remains- due to unfavorable acil gonditions, analysis of the ..
' lithic assemblage supports-the“interpretstibn of MD-138 as a kill site °

of mainly Middle to early Late Archaic date (ca. 4000 - 1500 B.C.) with
a8 late Woodland component, It is doubtful’whethar the site was ussd
as a drive site continuously, judging from the light scatter of .
material. Nevertheless, MD-138 remains typical of a special variety of
prehistoric heretofor unknown in the Shenandoah National Park. . ' .

ationship betseen MD-138 and sites g,
h to an understanding of the
full range of activities charasctsristic of Archaic peoples in their -
exploitation of the Blue Ridge and a useful interpretive tool for the

Park,

The probable iﬁterrel

. This cliff provides an
axcellent view and a visually stimulating locality for iqggrpxpting the

e m ——

prehistoric experience to Park visitors. R A SV LS
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Archaepologisal. Investigations: _ . o

Test squares were excavated with trowels and shovels and dirt screened
through + inch mesh. Only 71 artifacts were recovered (see appended tabile),
yielding a very low artifact density of 142 per cubic meter--a fact that
probably reflects the special activities associated with killing and skinninc
the animals that had bsen driven oves the cliff. Bifaces represent 11.3%

of all artifacts while worked and utilized flakes attain & Park high

of 18.3%. No tool production waste was present. The high frequency of
quartz and cryptocrystalline rock probably reflects both the Piedmont
contacts of the hunters and, in part, the late Woodland component.

Intrusions and Data Limitations: ' . o e T

The thin, rocky soil at MD-138 was probably never plowed. Principal
historic disturbance occurred along the cliff face to the west where trash
dumps of CCC and earlier vintage still provide a wealth of rusting metal
junk, Fortunately, these dumps do not impinge on MD-138.

The principal limitation on data derives from the very shallow nature of
the site and low artifact density. In light of the hypothesized role of
MD-138 in hunting, the sbsence of bone due to soil conditions is
particularly disappointing. ' L
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