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The s i t e  of New Poin t  Comfort Lighthouse i s  a small  g r a n i t e  rubble  
i s l a n d  a t  the  southernmost t i p  of Mathews County. When t h e  l i g h t  was con- 
s t r u c t e d  i n  1805, t h i s  po in t  was p a r t  of  a peninsula  connected t o  t h e  
mainland, bu t  i t  has  s i n c e  been sepa ra t ed  and reduced by e r o s i o n  t o  a n  
i s l a n d  of  about  one - th i rd  a c r e .  

The l i gh thouse  i s  a tapered octagonal  a s h l a r  sandstone s t r u c t u r e  
s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  Old Po in t  Comfort L igh t ,  b u i l t  i n  1802 a t  For t  Monroe. Both 
s t r u c t u r e s  encase s tone  s p i r a l  s t a i r s  cons t ruc ted  i n  a manner s i m i l a r  t o  
s p i r a l  s t a i r s  i n  medieval s t r u c t u r e s .  Double hung sash  windows l i g h t  t h e  
s t a i r  a s  i t  winds its way up t o  t h e  l i g h t .  

Abandonment of  t h e  l i gh thouse  a s  a n  ope ra t ing  Coast Guard f a c i l i t y  
has  r e s u l t e d  i n  neg lec t  and vandalism. The w a l l s  a r e  no longer  f r e s h l y  
whitewashed, windows a r e  boarded up, and t h e  g l a s s  of t h e  l i g h t  cupola has 
been s h a t t e r e d .  
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The tower 's  stonework su rv ives  i n  good cond i t ion ;  however, and t h e  
bu i ld ing  i s  i n  g e n e r a l l y  sound s t r u c t u r a l  s t a t e .  The l i g h t  keepe r ' s  house 
disappeared p r i o r  t o  1963. 
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The New Po in t  Comfort peninsula has  served as a landmark t o  
nav iga to r s  e n t e r i n g  Mobjack Bay s i n c e  the  seventeenth  century  and has been 
known by i t s  p r e s e n t  name s i n c e  be fo re  1690. The p o i n t  and t h e  surround- 
ing  shoa l s  posed a continuous t h r e a t  t o  nav iga t ion ,  thus  a Congressional  
a c t  of March 3 ,  1801 provided f o r  t h e  e r e c t i o n  of a permanent l i g h t  t h e r e  
a s  soon a s  t h e  land was deeded by t h e  s t a t e .  Five thousand d o l l a r s  was 
appropr ia ted  f o r  t h e  p r o j e c t .  The General Assembly au thor i zed  ces s ion  of 
the  land i n  January, 1802, and i n  February a c o n s t r u c t i o n  agreement was 
concluded between t h e  Federa l  Government and Elzy Burroughs of Mathews 
County. For e i g h t  thousand, seven hundred f i f t y  d o l l a r s ,  Burroughs was t~ 
produce "in a workmanlike manner a l ighthouse  and dwel l ing  house w i t h  
t h e i r  appurtenances."  The l i g h t  was completed by 1805, and i t  was f i r s t  
pu t  i n t o  use i n  1806, t h e  year  t h a t  Burroughs rece ived  h i s  f i n a l  payment 
f o r  i t s  cons t ruc t ion .  

Congress appropr ia ted  seven thousand d o l l a r s  i n  1816 f o r  r e -  
b u i l d i n g  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  but  t h i s  p r o j e c t  was never  c a r r i e d  o u t .  

An 1852 Light  House Board r e p o r t  f o r  t h e  New Po in t  Comfort 
i n s t a l l a t i o n  s u p p l i e s  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  p i c t u r e  of t h e  ope ra t ion  o f  the  l i g h t  

I p r i o r  t o  t h e  War Between t h e  S t a t e s .  A r e t i r e d  sea  c a p t a i n ,  I s s a c  F o s t e r  
1 was t h e  l i g h t  keeper .  Liv ing  a l o n e  on t h e  small  i s l a n d  wi th  h i s  female 

Negro s l a v e ,  he rece ived  an annual  s a l a r y  o f  four  thousand d o l l a r s .  The 
I 

i n s p e c t o r  found t h e  l i gh thouse  "moderately c lean"  and i n  r e l a t i v e l y  good 
r e p a i r .  H i s  major complaint was t h a t  F o s t e r  d i d  n o t  l i g h t  t h e  beacon 
u n t i l  da rk ,  b e l i e v i n g  t h a t  " the re  is no use i n  l i g h t i n g  a t  sunset!" Three 
yea r s  l a t e r  t h e  i l l u m i n a t i n g  dev ice  w a s  found i n  poor cond i t ion ,  and it 
was rep laced  w i t h  new appa ra tus  by 1856. The l igh thouse  and keepe r ' s  
res idence  rece ived  ex tens ive  r e p a i r s  a f t e r  s u f f e r i n g  n e g l e c t  du r ing  t h e  
War Between t h e  S t a t e s  when i t  was probably abandoned. 

I n  1930 the  o ld  mechanism was rep laced  wi th  a n  automatic  
l i g h t  a t o p  t h e  tower. The New Po in t  Comfort S p i t  Light  was e s t a b l i s h e d  
i n  t h e  wa te r  beyond t h e  o l d  tower i n  1963, and use of  t h e  1805 l igh thouse  
was d iscont inued by t h e  Coast  Guard. The abandoned tower s t i l l  se rves  a s  
day r e fe rence  t o  pass ing  boa t s .  
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