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DESCRIPTION 

CHECK ONE CHECK O N E  CONDIT ION 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED XUNALTERED XORIGINALSITE 
XGOOD -RUINS A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 

-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL IIF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Eureka, a large frame I t a l i a n a t e  v i l l a ,  i s  s e t  i n  a pine grove m i d s t  r o l l i n g  
Roanoke River farmlands near the Virginia-North Carolina border. Bui l t  i n  1854-1859 
by a rch i tec t  Jacob W .  Holt fo r  the Baskervill family, the house is two s t o r i e s  t a l l  
and three bays wide with a cen t r a l ,  three-story tower, embellished with  a t h i rd -  
s to ry  balcony, on the facade. A one-story porch s t re tching across t h e  f r o n t  of the  
building breaks out a t  the base of the tower and i s  returned around tk corner as  
f a r  as the  rectangular projecting bays which mark the rear  f i r s c - f loo r  rooms. 
These l a t e r a l l y  projecting r ea r  rooms are  fur ther  marked by p i las te red  demi-hexag- 
onal bay windows. 

. . . . . . .  , . -  8 '  - .  . 
The main entrance has a heavy:frontispiece dobrway with paneled p i l a s t e r s  a n d a '  ' , 
heavy, f l a t  cornice framing a double door with round-headed s ide l igh t s ; - a  round-. 
ended transom, and two c i r cu l a r  corner windows.; Al l .of  . tkese  arcuated fo-s 'are 
fur ther  embellished with de l ica te  read mullions. %The windows i n  ~ i r e k a  a l l  have. . 

. ,  . double- round-headed sash with louvred blinds.  . . . . . .. 

~ ~ 

. 
. . .~ . - . . .  

. . . . . .- 
Both the main block and the tower a r e  covered with low hipped roofs ,  and t h e  porch, 
bay window, tower, frontispt-eceand main block cornices a r e  a l l  l i b e r a l l y  embellished 
with prominent pendanted brackets. The whole is s e t  on a lar br ick  basement which 
is screened from view by the arcaded underpinning of.& encircl ing porch. 

Wo small concrete block e l l s  were added about ten  years ago; these have been 
sheathed with weatherboards by the present owners. 

The plan of Eureka is based upon the by-then-traditional cen t r a l  passage, double-pile, 
Georgian scheme which i n  f ac t  const i tutes  the second-floor plan. On the  f i r s t  f loor ,  
however, the monotony of the  four twenty-foot-square rooms is rel ieved by pushing 
eash of the  rear  rooms several  f e e t  t o  the s ide ,  allowing space i n  the  passage f o r  
the graceful curved s t a i r  and breaking up the ex te r ior  rectangular mass picturesquely,  
though somewhat s t i f f l y .  

I 1 -  

The l i b ra ry  (southwest room) is the l e a s t  a l te red  of the f i r s t - f l o o r  rooms. A l l  of 
the woodwork--baseboards, archi t rave door and window frames and six-panel doors 
(three t a l l ,  Tudor-arched panels over three shor te r  ones)--is grained i n  imi ta t ion  
of white oak, except for  the baseboards which a re  marbleized. Surviving i n  the  
room a re the  or ig ina l  gilded window cornices and t h e i r  draperies along with  two book- 
cases and a desk b u i l t  spec i f i ca l ly  for  the i r  present locations.  The mantel here 
consists of recessed-panel p i l a s t e r s  supporting a deep p la in  shelf ,bracketed entabla- 
ture  blocks and a double-lobed, recessed-panel f r ieze .  

The parlor (northwest room) has been repainted. I ts woodwork is s imi l a r  to  tha t  i n  
the l i b ra ry ,  and or ig ina l  s tenc i l ing  survives i n  the mantel f r i eze .  The cu r t a in s  and 
window cornices for  t h i s  room survive as well. 

The two rear  (eas t )  rooms have plainer  mantels with two less-prominent v e r t i c a l  
panels i n  the p i l a s t e r s  and p la in  f r iezes .  The woodwork i n  both rooms has been 
repainted; tha t  i n  the  north (bed) room was formerly rose colored, and t h a t  i n  the 
south (dining) room was formerly grained i n  imita t ion of walnut. 

See Continuation Sheet 82 
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A N V E N T I O N  

SPECIFIC DATES 1854-185g BU'LDER'ARCHITECT Jacob Holt (1811-1880) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Eureka, a large frame house b u i l t  fo r  the Baskervill family i n  1854-1859, i s  a 
splendid, remarkably well-presenred product of the American vogue f o r  I ta lLanate  ' 

v i l l a s  i n  the 1850s; Its s i ze ,  i t s  ex te r ior  -detai l ing;  i n t e r i o r  graining and! - ' - .  

marbleizin~ard:custom-made furn i ture  a r e  al1:exceptional among su'rviving I t a l i a n a t e ;  
houses i n  Virginia. Built  by - Jacob W. Hol.t, a Virginia-born.arctiitect -who had ?". ' '  
previously .practiced i n  North Carolina, it *is one of ..a number of Eonterqporary .'! ' ' 
works by him i n  the Boydton area and is among the bes t  of h i s  buildings anywhere. . 

Baskervills f i r s t  appeared Fn the Mecklenburg County (then Lunenburg County) 
records i n  1752, when George Baskervill of York County, great-grandfather of the  
f i r s t  owner of Eureka, purchased 267 acres of land there .  The family prospered i n  --- -- -.-- 
the area,and i n  1814 Q i l l i a m  R. Baskervill inher i ted 1,174 acres  of family land 
from his  fa ther .  Of t h i s ,  he deeded 100 acres to  hi=n E. Robert D. Basker- 
v i l l  i n  1847 and nine years l a t e r  made him a g i f t  of another 527 acres.  The present 
house was under construction on the l a t t e r  parcel  a t  t ha t  tG.- 

Undertaking Che work was Jacob W. Holt (1811-1880) who was born i n  Prince Edward 
County, Virginia,  and who l a t e r  moved t o  Warren County, North Carolina, where he . 
began his  professional career .  Holt apparently moved t o  the Boydton v i c i n i t y  i n  
the mid-1850s,and Eureka was among his f i r s t  works there.  While building the  house 
he a lso remodeled the e lder  Baskervil l 's  own house, Waverly. Other works of Holt 's  
i n  Boydton include the Methodist Church and the remodeling of Boyd's Tavern ( l i s t e d  
on the National Register of His tor ic  Places). .The mark of h i s  hand is p la in ly  
v i s ib l e  i n  a l l  of the buildings. The doorway of Boyd's Tavern, f o r  instance,  c lose ly  
resembles t ha t  of Eureka. Invoices, rece ip ts ,  and other papers r e l a t i n g  t o  Holt 's 
work a t  Eureka remain i n  Baskemill  family hands. 

Eureka was owned by the Baskervills u n t i l  October 1974 when it was purchased by 
M r .  and Mrs. W i l l i a m  E. Blalock who have renovated it and now l i v e  there .  
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E o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  with S t a t e  Route 615; thence exZending about 500 '  SE, then  about  350' S  
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 FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

V i rg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission S t a f f  
L 

DATE ORGANIZATION 
. . Virg in ia  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission J u l y  1977 . . 

STREET& NUMBER . TELEPHONE 

221 Governor S t r e e t  " .  (804) . 786-3144 

CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Richmond V i r g i n i a  - - '  23219 . 
  STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OFTHlS PROPERN WITHIN THE STATE IS: 
X NATIONAL- ' STATE- LOCAL -l 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). 1 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National 
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6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

( 2 )  V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Survey  
1968 ,  1974 S t a t e  
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission 
Richmond, V i r g i n i a  23219 
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7. DESCRIPTION 

Graining and marbleizing l i k e  t ha t  i n  the l i b r a r y  survive i n  an even b e t t e r  s t a t e  
of preservation i n  the passage, where they are  a l so  used on the open-string s t a i r .  
The l a t t e r  has a round banis ter  and one turned baluster  t o  a t read.  The ba lus te rs  
a r e  horizontally sc ro l led  a t  the bottom. The spandrels a r e  grained and thewa l l  
s t r i nge r  is marbleized. The open s t a i r  t o  the  basement descends underneath t h i s  
s t a i r .  

PlaincGreek Revival mantels a r e  used i n  the second f loor  rooms. That over the 
parlor has black-and-gold marbleizing. 

No ear ly  outbuildings survive,  but one l a t e r  log corn c r i b  stands north of  the  
house. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The acreage being nominated is composed of a tree-dotted yard and 
providma su i tab le  s e t t i n g  f o r  t h i s  I t a l i ana t e  fanohouse. The boundaries 
are  a r b i t r a r i l y  drawn t o  include the immediate yard of the house, the log  corn 

c r ib  north of the house, and the drive leadinz from the public road. 
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