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1. Name 
hlstorlc ELM 9ILL ARCE~ZOLOSI C4L SITE (FHLC SITE NO. 44FC78) 

andlor common N l P !  ( W C  FILP 80. 58-34] 

2. Location 
street & number , N/A X not for publication 

city, town vicinity of - 
state Virginia code 5 1  county - code 117 

3. Classification 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 
- distrlct X public - occupied A agriculture - museum 
- bulldlng(s) - prlvate X ~lnoccupled - commerctal - park 
- structure - both - work In progress - educational - private residence 
X site Publlc Acquisition Accessible - entertainment - religious 
- object - In process yes: restricted government - sclentitic 

- being considered - yes: unrestricted - industrial - transportation 
N/A - no - mllltary - other: 

4. Owner of Property 
name Commonwealth of Virginia: Conrmission of Game and Inland Fisheries 

street & number 4010 West Broad Street 
zip Code 

city, town Richmond N I L  vlclnitv of Virginia 23230 

5. Location of Leaal Descrintion 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Mecklenburg County Courthouse 

street & number n/A 

cltv. town Boydton atat, Virginia. . - . . ----- 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys - .  

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission 
1 1  Survey (Site No. 44x78) has thls property been determined eleglble? - yes A no 

date March 1983 - federal X state - county - local 
Research Center for Archaeology 

depository tor survey records P.  0. Box 368 z i p  Code 

clty, town 
Yorktown Virginia 23690 

state 

eyp94823
Text Box
Listed On:VLR     11/15/1983                                        NRHP  03/14/1985 



Condition Check one Check one 
excellent r: deteriorated unaltered original site 

- good - ruins - altered m o v e d  date N/A 
-- fair - unexposed 

Deacribe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

SUMMAFtY DESCRIPTION 

uted over a 1400 foot long by 300 to 500 foot wide area. Excavations conducted by Harry 
L. Schoff in 1939 and the Archeological Society of Virginia in 1964 determined that well- 
preserved features exist across the site. Principal occupation at the Elm Hill Archaeo- 
logical Site dates to the Late Woodland Period (A.D. 800-1600), illustrating close 
relationships with other tribal societies along the Roanoke, Staunton, and Dan Rivers. 
Deeper deposits contain remains from the Middle Woodland (500 E.C. - A.D. 800) and Late 
Archaic Periods (3000 - 1000 B.C.). 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL ANALYSIS 

The Elm Hill Archaeological Site is located in a cultivated field I-b 
(Photo #l). - . In 1964 the 

nominated acreage and surrounding area were included in a permanent game and wildlife 
refuge managed by the Virginia Commission of Game and Inland Fisheries. The Elm Hill 
Archaeological Site has been designated 44MC78 in the State's Official inventory of 
archaeological sites. , . . # .  , 

Due to the high density of prehistoric surface debris and occasional burials unearthed 
by plowing, the sitelhas long been,kmm to local inhabitants as the Indian Field. Pre- 
historic debris is heavily scattered over an area of at least 1400 feet east-west by 300 
to 500 feet north-soutlh. 

The first recorded excavation in November 1939 by Harry L. Schoff, of Holcomb, New 
York, on what was then known as the Elm Hill Plantation, revealed numerous deep pits filled 
with well-preserved refuse and fifteen burial pits with human skeletons. 

Clifford Evans in 1955 included sherds from the Elm Hill Archaeological Site in his 
Ceramic Study of Virginia Archaeology, placing all of the classified ceramics in the Late 
Woodland Clarksville Series. 

In 1964 the Archeological Society of Virginia conducted investigations on a small 
portion of the site, excavating forty-six five foot squares oriented east-west in a central 
trench across the site with a few squares or short lateral trenches dug to the north anJ 
south. Cultural debris was found to a depth of 36 inches. The top 12 inches was removed 
as plowed soil and the deeper undisturbed soil removed in four arbitrary 6 inch levels. 
Thirty-six pits were uncovered of which nine contained human burials. Scattered postmolds 
also were enonunteted, --Tn addition, a. wtde variety of artifacts made from clay, stone, 
bone, and shell were: recovered. : ITauna3, .remeins of bone and shell fish were also abundant. 
Lithic flakes and Savannah River projectile points (dating to the Late Archaic Period, 
3000 - 1000 B. C.) were found in the lowest level. The ceramics were described as being 
similar to the Late Woodland Clarksville Ware, although after recent re-examination, many 
of the sherds have been identified as representing Middle Woodland Clements Ware and Late 
Woodland Gaston Ware. This indicates increased site complexity and suggests that features 

(See Continuation Sheet #l) 



- -  -- 

8. Significance 

Period 
2 prehistoric 
- 1400-1499 

1500-1 599 
- 1600-1 699 
- 1700-1799 
- 1800-1 899 
- 1900- 

Amos of Significance--Check and jumtify btlow 
X archeology-prehistoric - community planning - landscape a rch i tec ture  mligion 
- archeology-historic - consswstlon - law - science 

agrlcuiture - ecanomlca - literature - clculptu~ 
- architecture - educetlon - miiltary - 8oclaU 
- art - englneerlng - music humanitarlan 
- commerce - exploratlonlsettlement - philosophy - theater 
- comrnunicationo - industry . politicalgovernment - transportation 

- invention - other (specify) 

Specific dates N/A BuiiderlArchitect N/ A 
- 

Statement of Significance {In one paragraph) 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Elm Hill Archaeological Site (44MC78), a prehistoric site in - 
Virginia, contains stratified deposits dating from the Late Archaic through Late Woodland 
Periods which could significantly contribute to the limited research data currently available . Late Archaic projectile points and flakage have 
been documented in a stratified context from the lowest tested level of the site. Multiple 
Woodland Period occupation is denoted by the presence of preserved strata, pit features, 
hearths, and human burials. These strata and features are characterized by dense concen- 
trations of the lithic and ceramic artifacts as well as well-preserved animal bone and shell 
fish remains. Such well-preserveddata possess significance for Late Archaic through Late 
Woodland Period regional studies in chronologies, subsistence systems, settlement patterns 
and socio-political/religious organization. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Situated on a natural levee, the Elm Hill Archaeological Site represer.tS bne of the 
last, if not the last, well-preserved stratified bottom land sites i-, - .  "':The Soha H.-.Ete'rr'Xeiiemioir atid Eake Gaston have - 
inundated and probably deflated all other bottom laud prehistoric archaeological sites 

7 .-. ;-.:I.. 1 , - 
The 15 foot high natural levee at the Elm Hill Archaeological Site h8s high potential 

for deeply stratified cultural deposits. Excavations to date have already identified Late 
Archaic Period artifacts in a stratified context at the lowest tested level of the site. 
In situ deposits from sites other than rockshelters or caves are rare in Virginia, particu- -- 
larly for the Late Archaic and earlier periods. Such data possess particular significance 
for late Archaic Period regional studies on chronologies, subsistence systems, and settle- 
ment part ems. 

Multiple Woodland Period occupation is documented in the presence of preserved strata, 
pit features, hearths, and human burials. These cultural deposits are associated with dense 
concentrations of lithic and ceramic artifacts as well as preserved animal bone and shell 
fish remains. As possibly the last remaining well-preserved,nkajor bottom land Woodland 
Period archaeological site in this area, data contab~ed  thin cultural deposits at 4 W 7 8  
should be particularly significant when compared to earlier excavations by Joffre L. Coe 
near Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina and Carl F. Miller near Clarkaville, Virginia before 
the John H. Kerr Reservoir and Lake Gaston were inundated. The diversity of Woodland Period 
cultural deposits at the Elm Hill Archaeological Site contain data likely to be significant 
to numerous regional studies on such topics as chronologies, subsistence systems, settle- 

(see Continuation Sheet // 1) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
Coe, J o f f r e  L. "The Formative Cultures of t h e  Carolina Piedmont". Transactions of t h e  American 

Phi losophical  Society.  N.S. Val. 54, P t .  5, 1964. 
~ v a n s ,  Cl i f fo rd .  "A Ceramic Study of Virginia  Archaeology". Bureau of American Ethnolopy 

Bul len t in ,  160, 1955. 
Ma-- v i  ~(fl.~.fta.e+n-ffi" - A r r h a m h g S n F i p  I1 - t y 

10. Geographical Data (See Continuation Sheet ~ 1 )  

Acreage of nominated property a s P r a x i m a t e l y 1 2 a c r e s  
Quadrangle name Dam, Va* Ouadrangle scale 1 :24000 
UMT References 

Zone Easting Northing 
'kd-.- Zone Easting Northing 

List all states and counties for properties overlmppinq state or county boundmries (See cont inuat ion shee tv l )  

state N/A code county N /A code 

state N/A code county N /A code 
- 

1 I. Form prepared By 

organization Virg in ia  H i s to r i c  Landmarks Commission date 1983 

street & number221 Governor S t r e e t  telephone (804)  786-3144 

city or town Richmond state - V i r g i n i a  23219 

I 2. State Historic Preservaftion Officer Certification 
The evatuated slgnlflcance of this property wlthin the state Is: 

- natlonal A- state - iocal 

AS the designated State Historlc Preservation Offlcer for the Natlonal Hlstorlc Preservation Act of 1966 (Publlc Law 89- 
665). 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion In the 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 
H. Bryan Ydtchell .  Executive Director  n 7 

GPO P l s  838 
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7. DESCRIPTION--Archaeological Analysis 

and undisturbed s t r a t a  a t  t h e  Elm H i l l  s i t e  da t e  t o  various occupations dur ing t h e  Middle 
and Late  Woodland Periods.  The complete l ack  of European t rade  goods i nd i ca t e s  a pre-A.D. 
1600 d a t e  f o r  t h e  terminal  occupation of the  s i t e ,  although a s l i g h t l y  l a t e r  radiocarbon 
da t e  of A.D. 1670270 was obtained from charcoal from one fea tu re .  The e a r l i e r  Middle 
Woodland occupation is  supported by a radiocarbon da te  of 5202 70 B.C. on charcoal from 
another  f e a tu r e .  

Following t h e  work of the  Archaeological Society of Virginia  i n  1964, two members, 
John B. Wells from Vic tor ia ,  Virginia ,  and P h i l l i p  Lewis of Norlina, North Carolina,  re- 
turned and conducted f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n ~ .  They excavated t h i r t e e n  f i v e  foo t  squares,  
encountering heavy concentra t ions  of c u l t u r a l  debr i s  and seventeen p i t s ,  including one 
human b u r i a l .  

I n  February 1983 t h e  Vi rg in ia  H i s to r i c  Landmarks Commission's Research Center f o r  
Archaeology surveyed t h e  s i t e ,  not ing t h e  g rea t  dens i ty  of sur face  a r t i f a c t s  i n  t h e  sandy 
s o i l  and t h e  extremely l a r g e  s i z e  of t h e  s i t e .  There was no sur face  i nd i ca t i on  of recent  
dis turbances  o ther  than plowing. Most of t h e  s i t e  thus remains i n  a good s t a t e  of preser-  
va t ion .  

8.  SIGNIFICANCE--Historical Background 

ment p a t t e r n s ,  and socio-political/religious organization.  Of spec i a l  s i gn i f i c ance  is  t h e  
range of Middle and Late  Woodland Periods ceramics a t  t h e  Elm H i l l  Archaeological S i t e  
i l l u s t r a t i n g  c l o s e  c u l t u r a l  a f f i l i a t i o n ,  t he  nature  of which is unknown i n  d e t a i l ,  with 
o the r  t r i b a l  s o c i e t i e s  l i v i n g  i n  a region s t r e t ch ing  from the  f a l l  l i n e  on t h e  Roanoke 
River t o  west of t h e  Blue Ridge escarpment i n  the  contiguous a reas  of Vi rg in ia  and North 
Carolina.  

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGWHICAI, REFERENCES 

Of Virpinia .  Vol. 23, no. 2, 1968. 
Mi l l e r ,  Car l  F. "Archaeology of t h e  John H. Kerr Reservoir Basin, Roanoke River,  Virginia- 

North Carolina". Bureau of American Ethnology Bul lent in ,  182, 1962. 

10. VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

- 

JUSTIFICATION 

The nominated acreage cons i s t s  of 12 ac res  s i t ua t ed  on a narrow neck of land- 
( . Boundarks have been defined based upon the  d i s -  

t r i b u t i o n  of p r e h i s t o r i c  a r t i f a c t s  noted through surface examinations and subsurface t e s t i n g .  




