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I .  Name of Property 
historic name Guerran House 
other number Pilot House; 

Location 
North  s i d e  of  VA Route 612 a t  VA not for publication 

city, town Pilot viwnity 
state code 

J 
zip 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources Properly 

Contributing Noncontributing 
blic-local district buildings 

public-State site 0 sites 
structure 0 structures 
object objects 

Total 
Name of related multiple property listing: and Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register 

Aaencv Certification 

As the designated under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 
In my opinion, the property See continuation sheet.meets not meet the National Register criteria, 

Signature of official Dat 

Director, V i r g i n i a  Department Historic 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property meets not meet the National Register criteria. continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or agency and bureau 

5. National Park Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

in the National Register 
See continuation sheet 

determined eligible the 
Register. See sheet. 

not eligible for 

removed the National Register. 
other, (explain:) 

of ActionSignature of 



6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instruct~ons) 
Domestic: sinule dwelling Domestic: sinele dwelline 
Domestic: hotel Domestic: secondarv structure 
Domestic: secondary structure 

7. Descrlptlon 
Archileclural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation st one : 1 i mestone 
walls wood: weatherboard 

roof asphalt. 
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The house is a two-story frame double-pile center-passage 
dwelling with a hipped roof and two massive brick chimneys in 
positions between the two rooms on either side of the passage. 
The second range of rooms is of less depth than those on the 
front (south). The passage is divided into front and back 
sections corresponding to the rooms and each passage section has 
its own open-riser stair. The door between the passages is the 
only communication between the front and rear sections of the 
house, and originally it was the only communication on either 
floor, until a door was cut between passage sections in the 
second floor in the early twentieth century or earlier. 

The exterior has weatherboarded walls incorporating 
cornerboards with molded capitals. The double-hung sash windows 
have six-over-six lights. The entry door, flanked by sidelights, 
is sheltered by a wide turn-of-the-century one-story porch with 
Ionic columns. A one-story addition was madedurlngtheearlyhjent ieth 
century to the northwest corner. The interior features molded 
architrave trim. Mantels are Greek Revival in form with square 
pilasters. 

The house is located in a grove of large maples on the north 
side of the main road through Pilot, a small community between 
Christiansburg and the county's southern border with Floyd 
County. It is the village's most prepossessing structure. 
Modern farm buildings are located to the immediate north of the 
nominated property. A well preserved vertical board-sheathed 
frame meathouse is located to the immediate northeast of the 
house. Both it and a frame springhouse to the northwest of the- 
house date-from the mid- to late nineteenth century and are con- 
tributing elements. 

See continuation sheet 



* - &. Statement of Siqniticance 
Cenllying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

.? nationally Ostatewide  locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria GA [ E ~ c  D 

Crileria Considerations (Exceptions) UA UB OC OD E OF C ~ G  

Areas of Stgn~hcance (enter calegorles from instruct~ons) Perrod of Signdlcance S~gn~f~cant Dales 
Architecture 1870-1910 N/A 

Cultural Aff~l~atton 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N / A  Ynkapwn 

Slate significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The property is significant under criterion C as an unusual 
variation of a popular regional house form, possibly necessitated 
by its function as a residence/hotel. The double-pile Georgian- 
plan house is one of the two best of fourteen double-pile center- 
passage dwellings from the 1865-1900 period. This is the only 
example from the period with either a divided passage or interior 
chimneys centered on a longitudinal axis. 

Members of the owner's family state that the dwelling was 
the pre-Civil War home of a Major Guerrant, the owner of a 7,000- 
acre grant, including mineral rights on Pilot Mountain, and a 
grain and sawmill, and that the rear part of the house was used 
as an inn. Architectural features indicate a third-quarter of 
the nineteenth-century construction date. The 1864 Confederate 
Engineer's Map shows the "Pilot House" hotel on the site. 

Montgomery County Chancery Case #I60 (1856), Andrew Griffin 
et a1 vs. John Tinsley et al, notes that Benjamin Martin surveyed 
and acquired patents to 20,000 acres in the area by 1795, 7,000 
acres of which he sold to a Guerrant by 1025. Tax records for 
1855 and 1856 indicate that John Guerrant of Franklin County 
owned a total of 9,872 acres on Pilot Mountain, with no building 
improvements. William C. Guerrant owned this land and more by 
1870, when he paid taxes on over 11,000 acres in the area. One 
tract of 650 acres contained $600 in buildings. In the following 
year buildings valued at $15,000 appear, a fairly high value for 
the period, indicating a substantial structure had been recently 
built on the property. 

It seems likely that he built the house in 1870 to replace 
or augment a previous dwelling or hotel building. The tradition 
of use of the building as a hotel, affirmed by the 1864 map and 
local memory, may have extended to the new structure and may 

m ~ e e  continuation sheel 
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9. Maior Bibliographical References 

I n t e r v i e w s :  Mr. I r v i n  D. Cole ,  December 1985. 
Mrs. Cole  ( d a u g h t e r  and owner) ,  November 1986. 

1864 Confedera te  E n g i n e e r s  Map of Montgomery County (Museum of the Confederacy) .  

Montgomery County Chancery Case 6160 (1856). 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
apreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
Dpreviously listed in the National Register 
Opreviously determined eligible by the National Register 
Odesignaled a National Historic Landmark 
Orecorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey IY 
Orecorded by Historic American Enqineerina 

O s e e  continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
(Xi~ta te  historic preservation office 
m o t h e r  State agency 
0 Federal agency 
- Local government 
U University 
m o t h e r  
Specify repository: 

V i r e i n i a  Deuartment of  H i s t o r i c R e s g r c e s  
221 Governor S t r e e t  

10. Geographical Data Richmond. V i r e i n i a  23219 
Acreage of propeny less than  one  a c r e .  

UTM References 
A k d  (5 15 17 b I 6 0  ! 1 41 11 01 01 81 

Zone Eastlng . 
4, 01 

Nonhlnq 
e L L _ I I I I I I I I I I I I I I ~ i  

Zone Eastino Nonhlna 

See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

Beginnin a t  p o i n t  A on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of VA Route 612 140 f e e t  s o u t h  and f o r t y  f e e t  wes t  of  
t h e  soutfwest  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  house ,  proceed n o r t h  197 f e e t  t o  p o i n t  B ,  t hence  e a s t  105 f e e t  
t o  p o i n t  C ,  t h e n c e  s o u t h  175 f e e t  a l o n g  t h e  east s i d e  of t h e  d r i v e  t o  p o i n t  D ,  t h e n c e  
east 115 f e e t  a l o n g  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  Va. Route 612 t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n .  

U See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 
The boundar ies  were  chosen t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  house ,  o u t b u i l d i n g , a n d  d o m e s t i c - r e l a t e d  s p a c e .  
A modern c o n c r e t e - b l o c k  g a r a g e  e a s t  of t h e  house was exc luded  from t h e  nominat ion.  

q See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
namettitle -darn 
organizatton w, n r  -. date June 1988 
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account for its unusual front/rear center passage division and 
duplicate staircases. 

The house and outbuildings are illustrative of domestic 
living patterns in the second half of the nineteenth century. 
Alterations to the buildings are minor and do not impair the 
historic or visual integrity of the property. The addition to 
the house is small in scale and located to the rear. The mid- 
to late nineteenth-century meathouse and the early twentieth- 
century porch contribute to the understanding of the property as 
it changed to meet differing expectations, extending the period 
of significance to circa 1910, 










