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6. Function o r  Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) . . 

DOMESTIC: s i n g l e  dwelling DOMESTIC: s i n g l e  dwelling e 

DOMESTIC: secondary s t r u c t u r e  DOMESTIC: secondary s t r u c t u r e  

7. Descrlptlon 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) . 
(enter categories from instructions) % 

foundation BRICK 
OTHER: s i n g l e - p i l e  center-passage plan walls WOOD: weatherboard 

roof METAL: t i n  
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The John Grayson House is s i t u a t e d  i n  a f e r t i l e  bend of t h e  L i t t l e  River nor th  of 
Graysontown. The house and outbuilding a r e  completely enclosed by a board fence 
forming a square  domestic space. The s ing le -p i l e ,  center-passageplan dwelling has a 
two-story i n t e g r a l  e l l .  The standing-seam metal roof is hipped where t h e  e l l  and 
main house meet. The house ssands on a S l i g h t l y  ~ a i s e d  f u l l  basement with briclc 
walls.  The basement i s  lit by double-hung windows. Six-over-six double-hung windowsd- 
f l a n k  a s i d e - l i t  and transomed c e n t r a l  e n t r y  on both f l o o r s  OF t h e  three-bay f r o n t .  
The doors a r e  s h e l t e r e d  by a two-story pedimented porch containing a c i r c u l a r  louvered 
vent  i n  t h e  gable.  The porch is supported on smal l  square posts .  The second l e v e l  
f ea tu res  a turned balus t rade .  Each end of t h e  main hcuse and t h e  e l l  have two-story 
br ick  e x t e r i o r  chimneys. A one-story Gshaped porch is found i n  t h e  angle of t h e  e l l .  
I t  conta ins  a basement l e v e l  porch with br ick  pavers g iv ing access i n t o  each of 
t h e  basement rooms. A double-f l ight  open-stringer stair r i s e s  i n  t h e  cen te r  passage. 
The e a s t  basement room is equipped with a pin  rail and pegs. 

To t h e  nor theas t  of t h e  e l l  s tands  a t a l l  frame smokehase with a s tone  fcnndation,  
a pyramidal standing-seam metal  roof ,  and aluminum s id ing.  The house and grounds 
have undergone very  l i t t l e  a l t e r a t i o n  s i n c e  t h e  house was constructed.  
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8. Statement of Siqniflcance 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this properly in relation to other properties: 

.. nationally statewide locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria A 8 a c D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) UA B q c D E F G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Si niiicance Significant Dates 
ARCHITECTURE ca. 18t0 5r N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person ArchitecUBuilder 
N/A unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The house a t  John Grayson's farm is s i g n i f i c a n t  under c r i t e r i o n  C as an  extremely 
well-preserved example of t h e  r eg iona l ly  popular center-passage dwelling form. It 
was during t h e  mid-nineteenth century t h a t  frame dwell ings began t o  appear i n  g r e a t e r  
numbers. Nineteen center-passage frame houses of two stories were b u i l t  i n  t h e  ante- 
bellum period i n  Montgomery County. Eight o the r s  were b u i l t  of b r i ck  and one of log. 
The house is a good example of a successful  entrepreneur and farmer 's  home of t h e  
period. Grayson M i l l s ,  later Graysontown, was es t ab l i shed  i n  1847 by W i l i i a m  Gray- 
son and h i s  sons John and Crockett ac ross  t h e  L i t t l e  River from t h e  v i l l a g e  of Snow- 
v i l l e  and a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  downstream. I n  1847, John Grayson "Having t h e  sum of $4,000 
o r  $5,000 i n  ready money . . . determined . . . t o  e r e c t  a valuable  manufacturing 
m i l l ,  upon t h e  homeplace, with t h e  consent of his f a t h e r  and with t h e  understanding . . . t h a t  t h e  homeplace w a s  t o  be conveyed t o  him." (Chancery case  #210). W i l l i a m  
Grayson's homeplace s t ands  i n  Graysontown a t  s i te  60-114. John Grayson probably 
b u i l t  h i s  house a f t e r  t h e  1847 d a t e  of t h e  chancery case  mentioned above. 

Bentley H i t e ,  owner of t h e  property, remembers it as John Grayson's hcuse. The east 
basement room was used as a meeting room i n  his parent ' s  t i m e .  The frame smokehouse 
o r  meat house is an unusual f e a t u r e  i n  an area where most secondary s t r u c t u r e s  were 
b u i l t  of log  d u r i n g . t h i s  period. The house's p r i s t i n e  condi t ion  makes it p a r t i c u l a r l y  
s i g n i f i c a n t .  I t  b e s t  r ep resen t s  t h e  simple frame vernacular  hcuses of t h e  period i n  
Plontgomery County, houses t h a t  eschewed e labora te  pattern-book ornament f o r  a s o l i d  
expression of t h e  owner's s t a t u s  and values. 

O s e e  continuation sheet 
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has been requested a State historic preservation oflice 
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=designated a National Historic Landmark Local government 
orecorded by Historic American Buildings University - 

Survey # m o t h e r  
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10. Geographical Data Richmond. Virqinia 23219 
Acreage of property Less than one acre .  

UTM References 
3 13 2 o 1' 14 11 10 (0 In 17 In I A k L  B w  Zone - Easting u 

Zone Easting Northing Northing 

C L L _ 1 I I 1 I I I I I ~  o w  u - 
See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description , 

Beginning a t  p o i n t  A SO,,feet NW and 80 f e e t  SW of t h e w  corner  of t h e  hwse.,  e a s t  215 
f e e t  t o  po in t  B, thence sou th  142.5 f e e t  t o  po in t  C ,  thence west 215 f e e t  t o  poin t  
D,  thence nor th  142.5 f e e t  t o  poin t  of o r ig in .  

See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundaries were chosen t o  inc lude  t h e  house, outbui ld ing ,  and domestic-related 
space. 
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