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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations of eligibility for individual properties or districts. See instructions in 
Completing Register Forms (National Register Bulletin Complete each item by marking in the box or by entering 

the requested If an does not apply to the property being documented, enter "not For functions, styles, materials, 
and areas of enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For space use sheets 
(Form Type all entries. 

1. Name of Property 
historic name 
other number 

2. Location 
for publication street number mi, of 
 . 

vicinity 

state code zip code 

3. Classification 
Ownershtp of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Properly 

private Contributing Noncontributing 
public-local buildings 

site 0 
district 2 

sites 

public-Federal 
 structures 

object 
structure 0 

objects 

--Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: Prehistoric and Number of contributing resources previously 
Histor ic  rces of Montgomery County listed in the National Register 

4. Agency Certification 

desrgnated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, hereby certify that this 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties the 

National of Historic and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 

In my opinion, the property See sheet.meets does not meet the Register criteria. 

Signature of Date 

State or agency and bureau 

In my xhe property meets 

Signature of commenting or other official 

not meet the National Register criteria. continuation sheet. 

Date I 
State or Federal agency and bureau 

National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, that property 

entered in the National Register. 
See sheet. 

eligible for the National 
Register. See sheet. 

not eligible for the 
National Register. 

removed from the National Register. 
other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



f .  . 
6. .Function or Use 
Historic Fllnctions (enter categories from instructions) Cgrrent Functions (bntor jaie orias from ii~strictionb) . 

D O M E S T I C S f n g l e  d w e l l i n g  VACANT/NOT IN  U ~ E  
D0MESTIC:Seconda rv s t r u c t u r e  - V A ~ O T  IN USE 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation STONES limestone 
OTHER: rec tangular  sinqle-penplan wails WOOD: log 

roof METAL8 t i n  
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Craner House, which f a c e s  south, is located a considerable d i s t ance  from t h e  
main road i n  a s e t t i n g  of f i e l d s .  The two-story, three-bay, rec tangular  s i n g l e  
pen s t r u c t u r e  is b u i l t  of V-notchedlogs. A massive b r i ck  chimney constructed of 
oversized b r i c k s  with penci l led  mortar jo in t s  rises a t  t h e  e a s t  end. A one-story, 
frame l e a n t o  w a s  b u i l t  on t h e  r e a r  i n  t h e  l a t e  nineteenth century  and l a t e r  r a i sed  
t o  two s t o r i e s  i n  t h e  beginning of t h e  twent ie th  century.  A frame wing was  added 
t o  t h e  w e s t  end i n  t h e  1930s by t h e  present  owner. Like t h e  log sec t ion ,  it has a 
symnetrical  three-bay p r i n c i p a l  facade fac ing south. A l a r g e  f i e l d s t o n e  chimney 
r i s e s  on t h e  nor th  s ide .  A o n e s t o r y  porch supported by chamfered pos t s  wraps around 
t h e  east and sou th  s i d e s  of t h e  log sec t ion .  While t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  south windows 
of t h e  log s e c t i o n  have been enlarged, t h e  second f l o o r  r e t a i n s  its o r i g i n a l  s ix-  
over-six double-hung sash.  

On t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  i n t e r i o r ,  t h e  whitewashed logs are exposed and f e a t u r e  a beaded 
baseboard. The exposed whitewashed j o i s t s  have a three-quarter  round bead. Ce i l ing  
boards a r e  beaded on both f l o o r s .  A molded and beaded c h a i r  r a i l  surrounds t h e  rMla 

and t h e  second-floor vindow and door t r i m  r e t a i n s  its molded a rch i t r ave .  The f i r s t -  
f l o o r  f i r e p l a c e  f e a t u r e s  a p i l a s t e r e d  Greek Revival-style mantel. An enclosed winder 
stair r i s e s  along t h e  nor th  w a l l  i n  t h e  northwest corner. The house measures approxi- 
mately 16 x 22 1/2 f e e t .  

The north add i t ion  r e t a i n s  narrow tongue-and-groove w a l l  and c e i l i n g  sheathing, a 
frame c e n t r a l  p a r t i t i o n ,  a br ick  s tove  f l u e ,  and a nineteenth-century bu i l t - in  
corner cupboard. A f i v e f o o t  addi t ion  t o  t h e  e a s t  end of t h e  l e a n t o  w a s  made when 
it w a s  r a i sed  t o  t w o  stories. The twentieth-century west wing f e a t u r e s  a knotty- 
pine-paneled i n t e r i o r  with exposed j o i s t s  and a f i e l d s t o n e  and b r i ck  mantel. A 
basement w a s  excavated beneath this Section and i t  f e a t u r e s  a s t o n e  t e r r a c e  a t  t h e  
s m t h  f r o n t .  Although t h e  house has been used only f o r  s to rage  f o r  sane years ,  t h e  
owner has maintained it i n  a reasonably good condit ion and has p lans  t o  use t h e  
bui ld ing f o r  housing i n  t h e  fu tu re .  

A late nineteenth-century fram springhouse at the southwest comer of the property is contributing. 
It features a barred vent in the northwest end and a sheltered d w w a y  at the other end adjacent to the 
exterior spring enclosure. 

See continuation sheet 



8. Statement of Significance . Certifying official has considered the significance of thls property in relation to other properties: 

nationally ustatewide  locally 

Applicable National Register Crileria A a0 c D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A 0 C D E IZ] F UG 
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Siqnificance Significant Dates 

ca. 1860 - ca.  1935 N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person ArchitecffBuilder 
N/A unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Cromer Farm is  e l i g i b l e  under c r i t e r i o n  C a s  an unusually well-preserved example 
of a popular t r a d i t i o n a l  house form found i n  t h e  area .  A s  many as seventy-nine rec- 
tangular  single-pen log s t r u c t u r e s  da t ing  f r a a  t h e  mid-nineteenth century are extant  
i n  t h e  county w h i l e  seven houses of square form have been i d e n t i f i e d .  I t  w a s  t h e  
most popular house form during t h e  mid-nineteenth century.  With t h e  exception of i t s  
f r o n t  (south)  windows, t h e  house is i n t a c t  i n  its o r i g i n a l  form. Additions t o  t h e  
nor th  and w e s t  are e i t h e r  inconspicuous by t h e i r  placement to  t h e  rear ( t h e  nor th  
addi t ion)  o r  a r e  sympathetic i n  form and materials ( t h e  west add i t ion) .  The w e s t  
add i t ion  conta ins  i n t e r i o r  and e x t e r i o r  f ea tu res  t h a t  show a c a r e f u l  at tempt t o  
c a r r y  t h e  s p i r i t  of mid-nineteenth-century a r c h i t e c t u r e  i n t o  t h e  new ccns t ruct ion .  
Neither add i t ion  d e t r a c t s  from t h e  i n t e g r i t y  of t h e  s i g n i f i c a n t  form and decora t ive  
elements of t h e  o r i g i n a l  bui ld ing and t h e  west a d d i t i o n  extends t h e  period of s ig-  
n i f icance  t o  1935. 

The present  owner l i v e d  i n  t h e  house from 1929 t o  1936. She and her  husband added 
t h e  w e s t  wing. During t h a t  period members of t h e  Hogan family v i s i t e d  t h e  hcuse and 
s a i d  t h a t  they  had been born there.  

From deed research,  it appears l i k e l y  t h a t  William Crwer b u i l t  t h e  house i n  t h e  
mid-nineteenth century. No deed f o r  William C r m e r ' s  land i n  t h e  a r e a  has been 
located. however he disposed of 135 a c r e s  bordering Samuel Lucas, John Lucas, and 
N.B. Harvey i n  1855 (D.B. P ,  p. 604). Later  Samuel Lucas so ld  C r o m e r  f i v e  a c r e s  
near a corner of Cromer's land (D.B. 0, p. 596). Deborah Cromer and a group of 
Samuel Lucas* h e i r s  disposed of 222 a c r e s  of Lucas' land i n  a commissioner's s a l e  
i n  1869 (D.B. S ,  p. 124). indica t ing  a connection between t h e  Cromer and Lucas 
fami l ies .  C.D. Cromer acquired f i f t y - f i v e  a c r e s  i n  1881 Eran L r i l l i a m  Craner near  
t h e  corner of " the  Pine Spur and Thmpsontown Roads" (D.B. W, p.176). C.D. and 
S a l l i e  Cromer Sold 7 5/8 a c r e s  i n  1893 and another  100 1/2 ac res  i n  1899 t o  John 
Brown Lucas. I t  would seen l ~ k e l y  t h a t  WilLiam Craner b u i l t  t h e  house, it  t h e n  passed 
t o  C.D. Craner, and thence t o  t h e  Lucas family. 

S.A. S c o t t  acquired t h e  proper ty  i n  a s e r i e s  of deed t r ansac t ions  f r a n  1910 t o  1915 
from t h e  h e i r s  of John Brown Lucas, each of whan had received a sha re  of t h e  property. 
One deed (D.B. 63, p. 571) states t h a t  it is t h e  same proper ty  which John Brown 

See continuation sheet 
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9.. Maior Biblioqraphical References 

Lucas, M r s .  J.T. Interview, JBnu-xy 1986. 

See continuation sheet 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data: 
has been requested @State historic preservation office 
previously listed in the National Register Other State agency 

Opreviously determined eligible by the National Register E Federal agency 
odesignaled a National Historic Landmark Local government 
orecorded by Historic American Buildings University 

Survey # m o t h e r  
arecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository: 

Record # V ~ ~ t o f ~ t C O i c R e s o J r c E s ~  ,~ 

221 Governor S t r e e t  
10. Geographical Data Richmond. Vi rq in ia  23219 
Acreage of property LP.ss than- acre. 

UTM References 
AM 1514,21:12 ,01 I4 , l1 lOpI5 ,  301 

Zone Easting Northing 
8 W  u u 

Zone Eastina Northinn 

O s e e  continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
Beginning a t  p o i n t  A 22 f e e t  nor th  and 35 feet e a s t  of t h e  nor theas t  corner of the  
house, proceeding .south 140 feet t o  po in t  B. thence w e s t  120 f e e t  t o  p q i n t  C ,  
thence n o r t h  125 f e e t  t o  p o i n t  D ,  thence 120 f e e t  east  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  o r i g l n .  

O s e e  continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundaries were chosen t o  inc lude  t h e  house, outbuilding,  and d m e s t i c - r e l a t e d  
space. 

O s e e  continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
nameltitle Gibson Worsham 
organization Gibson worsham, Arch i t ec t  date January 1988 
Street 8 number Yellow sulphur Springs,  Route 2 telephone (703) 552-4730 
CiV or town Christ iansburg state Virg in ia  zip code 24073 



NPS F a n  IMTx.. 
I r n )  . 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet Prehistoric and 

Historic Resources of Montganery 
County 

Section number -8- Page 1 The Craner House, 60-121 

Lucas referred t o  a s  "his Cromer place" and which was thenoccupied by the s e l l e r s .  
James T. Lucas, husband (deceased) of the present owner, purchased 140 1/2 acres 
from S . A .  Scot t  e t  a1 i n  1929. having leased the  land s ince  1925. 
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