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Type 

1. 
name Spring Church 

other number Church: 60-435 

2. Location 
& number side 631, 1/10 mi. .S. 

. code code code 24087 

Ownership of Category of Property Number of Resources within Property 
private Contributing Noncontributing 
public-local buildingsdistrict 
public-Slate sitessite 1 
public-Federal structure 0 structures 

object objects 
2 
 Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: Number contributing resources 

listed in National Register 

4. Certification 

As the authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby that this 
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards registering in 

National Regrster of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 
my opinion. the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See 

my opinion. the property meets not meet the National Register criteria. continuation 

of commenting or other official 

Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
hereby, that property 

entered in the National Register. 
See continuation sheet. 

eligible for the National 
Register. See 

determined not lor the 
National Register. 

removed from National Register. 
other, 

Signature of the Dare 



5. Function or Use 
H~storlc Funct~ons (enter categories from ~nstruct.ons) Cdrrent Functions (enter categories from ~nstructlons) 

RL'LIGIOIi: r a l l u l o u s  struct11r~ 
. . 

RELTGION: r e l i g i o u s  s t r u c t u r e  
rUNERARY: cemetery P'UIJERARY: cemeterv 

7. Descrlptlon 
Archilectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation STONE: limestone 
OTHER: nave plan walls METAL: ALUblINUM 

roof METAL: t i n  

other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Big Spring ~ a p t i s t c h u r c h  is s i t u a t e d  on an open si te on a hill above t h e  town 
of E l l i s ton .  The nave-plan frame s t r u c t u r e  f e a t u r e s  a high gab le  roor,  a c e n t r a l  
t h r e e s t a g e  tower on t h e  scu th  ( p r i n c i p a l )  f r o n t ,  and a gabled projec t ing  b a p t i s t r y  
on t h e  nor th  f r o n t .  The Eour-bay nave plan f e a t u r e s  pointed-arch windows and doors. 
The projec t ing  c e n t r a l  tower conta ins  a ves t ibu le  entered by a double door and reached 
by a f l i g h t  of concre te  s t eps .  Small add i t ions  have been made, one t o  t h e  west of 
t h e  c e n t r a l  tower on t h e  kront ,  and one t o  t h e  west of t h e  b a p t i s t r y  on t h e  r e a r .  
A br ick  Flue rises on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  i n  t h e  cen te r  OL t h e  w a l l .  The tower incorpora tes  
s m a l l  pa i red  arched windows below gabled, louvered dormers. 

On t h e  i n t e r i o r  a r a i s e d  d a i s  a t  t h e  nor th  end c a r r i e s  an e labora te  Eas t lake-s ty le  
p u l p i t  and Gothic altar f u r n i t u r e .  Behind t h e  p u l p i t  is an arched opening containing 
t h e  b a p t i s t r y , I l i t  by a c i r c u l a r  s ta ined-glass  window depic t ing  S t .  John t h e  Bap t i s t  
bapt iz ing  Chr i s t .  A r a i s e d  cho i r  is located t o  t h e  w e s t  of t h e  p u l p i t  platform. The 
basement f e a t u r e s  coursed rubble  w a l l s  with vents  i n  t h e  s i d e  and a door t o  t h e  e a s t  
of t h e  tower on t h e  sou th  f r o n t .  An unfenced cemetery is located  on t h e  h i l l t o  t o  K t h e  nor th  of t h e  church. The cemetery, where t h e  deceased members of most of t e area's 
black families are buried, is very carefully maintained. ~t conta ins  grave markers of 
conventional form and materials dat ing  irom t h e  l a t e  n ineteenth  century  t o  t h e  present .  
A noncontributing concre te  block outhouse is  located t o  t h e  nor th  of t h e  church. 

[7 See continuation sheet 
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: 8. statement ot Significance 

Cerlifvina official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 
nationally statewide locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria WA B @ C  D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) A B 17 c D CI] E 0 F G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 
ARCHITECTURE; 0.1883 ~ - - 
2THNIC HERITAGE: black 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person ArchitecVBuilder 
N/ A P ~ n n e r  .?rise 4 &- 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and dreas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Big Spring B a p t i s t  Church is s i g n i f i c a n t  under c r i t e r i a  A and C a s  an important 
landmark i n  t h e  black community and an unusually a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y  developed example 
of t h e  r eg iona l ly  popular nave-plan form. Al te ra t ions  t o  t h e  building.  including 
t h e  app l i ca t ion  of aluminum s id ing ,  have not  de t rac ted  from t h e  bui ld ing 's  s i g n i i i -  
can t  Eorm and h i s to ry .  This  bui ld ing,  t h e  f i r s t  black church i n  E l l i s t o n ,  w a s  organ- 
i zed  with t h e  suppor t  of Captain Charles Schaeffer  of t h e  Chr is t iansburg  I n s t i t u t e  
(Claxton). The congregation l a t e r  changed its name t o  F i r s t  B a p t i s t  Church. Captain 
Schaeffer  was a northern Quaker educator who came t o  t h e  i h r i s t i a n s b u r g  a rea  t o  
found a school  f o r  t h e  education of t h e  f reed  s l a v e s  during t h e  post-Civil  War years..  
Iie w a s  t h e  founder of s e v e r a l  Bap t i s t  churches f o r  black congregations i n  t h e  ccunty 
including Schaeffer  Memorial Bap t i s t  Church i n  Chr is t iansburg  ( l i s t e d  i n  t h e  National 
Register  as p a r t  of t h e  Christ iansburg I n s t i t u t e  i n  1978). A p o r t r a i t  of Captain 
Schaeffer hangs t o  t h e  w e s t  0; t h e  b a p t i s t r y  i n  t h e  sanctuary of t h e  Big Spring 
Bap t i s t  Church. 

The Big Spring B a p t i s t  Church, i n  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  nave plan, takes  p a r t  i n  t h e  r eg iona l  
t r a d i t i o n  Of church a r c h i t e c t u r e .  The bu i ld ing ' s  tower and arched windows place  it 
i n  a small group of rural nave-plan churches, inc luding T r i n i t y  Methodi- Church( 60- 
383) and.:GraysontownZMethodist Church(60-109). which d i s p l a y  more s u b s t a n t i a l  Gothic 
Revival f ea tu res .  These churches depar t  from t h e  p l a i n  box-like form most typicaA of 
r u r a l  churches i n  t h e  region.  CE t h e  t h i r t e e n  churches i d e n t i f i e d  from t h e  period, 
Big Spring Bap t i s t  Church i s  one of t h e  l a r g e s t  and most soph i s t i ca ted  i n  design. 
1t is also t h e  most s u b s t a n t i a l  black church i n  t h e  county, o t h e r  than Chr i s t i ansburg*s  
schae f fe r  Memorial B a p t i s t  Church, and demonstrates Captain Schaef fe r ' s ,E l l i s ton  
b u i l d e r  Joseph Pepper's,and t h e  l o c a l  black community's high s tandards  and goals .  

See continuation sheet 
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9. Major Blbllographlcal References 

Claxton, M r s .  Ha t t i e .  Interview, November 1985. 

E l l i s ,  Mrs. h'orthcross. Interview, September 1985. 

O s e e  continuation sheet 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data: 
has been requested State historic preservation office 

 previously listed in the National Register Other State agency 
previously determined eligible by the National Register Federal agency 

Odesignaled a National Historic Landmark Local government 
recorded by Historic American Buildings q University 
Survey d n o t h e r  

q recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository: 
Record d Virginia  department _ o f _ H i s t o r i ~ e s o ~ c e s  

221 Governor S t r e e t  ~~~ 

10. Geographical Data Richmond, Vi rg in ia  23219 
Acreage of-property £Our acres 

UTM References 
A W  ) S 8 1 7 6 P  1 1 4 1 1 ( 1 , 8 1 ~ ~ 4 , ~ ~  

Zone East~ng Northing 
B W  U 

Zone Easttng 
u 
Northlng 

C w  u L L L L L - ~  D m  u 
O s e e  continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Descr~pt~on 
Be- at pint A 103 feet mnhwt m d  2k5 feet mth~st of tk s c u ~ t   am^% of tk c h d  - 
proceeding 927.5 f e e t  t o  p o i n t  B, thence e a s t  217.5 f e e t  t o  poin t  C ,  thence sou th  
927.5 f e e t  t o  p o i n t b ,  thence  west 217.5 feet along t h e  nor th  s i d e  of t h e  road t o  
po in t  of o r i g i n .  

O s e e  continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The boundaries were chosen t o  inc lude  t h e  church, cemetery, and churchyard. 

q See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 

nameltitle L j h m  W~l,r sham 
organization -hqnn c ec : date J u n e  1988 
street a number -2. Yellow telephone -' ?C 

. . . . 
city or town -: state l ixguua zip code 2407 3 








