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6. Function or Use - ,  - 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC: s i n o l e  W n a  DaMESTIC: s i n g l e  dwelling 
DOblESTTC: set- DOMESTIC: secondary s t r u c t u r e  

7. Deacriptlon 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation STONEt l imestone 
OTHER: two-storv r ~ c t a n q u l a r  sinsle-pen plan walls WOOD: weatherboard 

roof METAL: t i n  
other 

Describe a i d  historic physical appearance. 

The W i l l i a m  Barne t t  House is a long s t r u c t u r e  of t w o  s t o r i e s  c o n s i s t i n g  of a number of 
elements of d i f f e r e n t  da te s .  I t  is loca ted  f a c i n g  an o l d  roadbed j u s t  off  VA R t .  637 
between Shawsvil le  and Alleghany Springs on t h e  South Fork of t h e  Roanoke River.  The 
e a r l i e s t  po r t ion  seems t o  be  a c e n t r a l  lcg  s e c t i o n  of two s t o r i e s .  A two-story frame 
o r  log add i t ion  and adjacent  room .+.ere ad2ed i n  t h e  mid-wineteenth century  on t h e  
southeast  end, and a frame two-room s e c t i o n  with c e n t r a l  chimney w a s  added t o  t h e  
northwest end. A two-story ornamental porch spans t h e  e n t i r e  f r o n t  of t h e  bui ld ing  and 
f e a t u r e s  chamfered p o s t s  and sawn ba lus t e r s .  The second-story pos t s  and t h e  f i r s t - s t o r y  
pos t s  do not  l i n e  up. A b r i c k  chimney of two s t o r i e s  is loca ted  a t  t h e  southeas t  end 
and a b r i ck  chimney with f i r e p l a c e s  on each s l d e  r i s e s  i n  t h e  northwest addi t ion .  A 
l a t e  nineteenth-century springhouse has been incorpora ted  i n t o  an e a r l y  twentieth-  
century  frame extens ion  t o  t h e  northwest. A frame two-story one-room a d d i t i o n  w a s  made 
t o  t h e  southwest of t h e  log s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  l a t e  n ine teenth  century. I t  f e a t u r e s  an  
e x t e r i o r  b r i c k  chimney. The e n t i r e  dwelling is covered by a gabled standing-seam metal  
roof .  L 6 q s  a r e  exposed on t h e  i n t e r i o r ,  and t h e  wood chinking is v i s i b l e .  Panels  and 
t r i m  under windows suggest  former doors where windows a r e  now located.  I n  t h e  second- 
f l o o r  sou theas t  room a blocky Greek Revival mantel su rv ives  as w e l l  a s  v e r t i c a l  and 
hor i zon ta l  beaded w a l l  sheathing.  The house is equipped with both panel  and b a t t e n  doors. 
The r e a r  wing incorpora te s  six-over-six double-hung sash  windows and t h e  p la s t e red  
i n t e r i o r  inc ludes  a chamfered p i l a s t e r e d  mantel i n  t h e  lower room and a bracketed man- 
t e l  i n  t h e  upper room as w e l l  as beaded tongup-and-groove and pedimented door surrounds. 
The springhouse con ta ins  a  poured-in-place concre te  Coundation. 

A two-story, single-pen log k i tchen with untricrmed f l o o r  j o i s t s ,  wooden chinking, and 
whitewashed e x t e r i o r a n d  i n t e r i o r  loqs s t ands  t o  t h e  nor th  of t h e  house on t h e  opposi te  
s i d e  of t h e  dr ive .  The i n t e r i o r  incorpora te s  an  enclosed winder stair and t h e  whole is  
covered with a corrugated metal roof .  Evidence of a chimney su rv ives  a t  t h e  nor theas t  
gab le  end. A s m a l l  s t o n e  shed-roofed greenhcuse is b u i l t  i n t o  a  bank t o  t h e  nor theas t  
of t h e  house d a t i n g  from t h e  e a r l y  twentieth-century and an  e a r l y  twent ie th-century  
co rnc r ib  is loca ted  e a s t  of t h e  house. The f r o n t  walk extending from t h e  f r o n t  door t o  
t h e  driveway is l i n e d  with boxwood and t h e  d r i v e  is Lined on its sou theas t  s i d e  by a 
poured concre te  r e t a i n i n g  w a l l .  

See continuation sheet 
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8. Statement of Significance - 
Cenilying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

nationally statewide Blocal ly  

Applicable National Register Criteria q A B UC D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) RA B c D E F G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Sign~ficance Sign~ficant Dates 
ARCHITECTURE ca. 1827 - 1937 N/ A 

- 

Cultural Affiliation 
NJA 

Significant Person ArchitecVBuilder 
N/A Unknown 

-- - 
State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Kil l iam Barnet t  House is s i g n i f i c a n t  under c r i t e r i o n  C as a remarkable s t r u c t u r e  
cons is t ing  of an  amalgamation of add i t ions  incorpora t ing  an  ea r ly  nineteenth-century 
house under a  long gabled roof.  The s t r u c t u r e ,  which s tands  t o  one s i d e  of an e a r l y  
road bed, is suggest ive of long bui ld ings  t y p i c a l  of regional  towns such a s  Newbern 
and Christ iansburg where bui ld ings  were extended p a r a l l e l  with t h e  road f rontage  a s  
t h e  v i l l a g e  grew. The bui ld ing exh ib i t s  t h e  kinds of change t h a t  typ i f i ed  e a r l y  build-  
ings  a s  they  grew and were adapted t o  f i t  new needs and expectations. The hcuse has 
been wel l  maintained and from i ts  log  i n t e r i o r  t o  its l a t e  nineteenth-century porch 
exh ib i t s  a con t inu i ty  r i v a l e d  by few o the r  bui ld ings  i n  t h e  county. 

According t o  l o c a l  t r a d i t i o n ,  t h e  o ldes t  p a r t  of t h e  house da tes  t o  1813. A canal  
survey of 1827 shows two s t r u c t u r e s  on t h e  s i t e  (Crozet ) .  Pea r l  Vest i n  t h e  1937 %PA 
Inventory da tes  t h e  o l d e s t  por t ion  of t h e  house t o  1850, b u t  mentions t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
of an e a r l i e r  da te .  Between 1849 and 1877 t h e  house was owned p r inc ipa l ly  by Barnetts .  
I n  1877 it was bought by Erastus H. Taylor; it w a s  owned by t h e  Taylor family u n t i l  
recently.  E.H. Taylor made add i t ions  between 1885 and 1890. H e  a l s o  b u i l t  a  t o l l  bridge 
across  t h e  South Fork of t h e  Roanoke River, which is crossed by a bridge t o  t h e  imme- 
d i a t e  south. 

The log  k i tchen was moved ac ross  t h e  branch from near t h e  house some time b e ~ o r e  1937. 
It, t h e  drive-through corncrib,  and t h e  greenhmse a r e e v o c a t i v e  of t h e  farm's growth 
as expectat ions changed through time and exh ib i t  t h e  use  of t h e  house and its domestic 
space f run  t h e  e a r l y  n ineteenth  century  t o  t h e  e a r l y  twent ie th  century. The house, as 
completed i n  t h e  e a r l y  twent ie th  century, e x h i b i t s  a  cohesive whole with i ts  long 
g a l l e r y  and end chimney belying t h e  many add i t ions , and  a l t e r a t i o n s ; . i t  has:undeugone. 
I t  conta ins  cons iderable  information he lp fu l  i n  t h e  understanding of t h e  way homes 
evolved i n  t h e  r eg iona l  vernacular  t r a d i t i o n .  

See continuation sheet 
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O s e e  continuation sheet 
Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
Opreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data: 

has been requested B State historic preservation office 
npreviously listed in the National Register Other State agency 
npreviously determined eligible by the National Register Federal agency 

designated a National Histor~c Landmark Local government 
recorded by Historlc American Bulldings University 
Survey # n o t h e r  

C] recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository: 
Record +I IQ~~rbmt of Historic Resources 

221 Governor S t r e e t  
10. Geoqraphical Data Richmond. Vi rq in ia  23219 

Acreage of property 2.5 acres 

UTM References 
A 151615111 1101 1&1,01 78830/ 

Zone Easting Nonhlng 
L I I I I ' !  j l I I : I  

Zone Easting Nonh~ng 

O s e e  continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Descr!pt~on , 

Beginnlnq a t  p o i n t  A on t h e  west s i d e  of VA R t .  637, 1/10 mi. nor th  of VA R t .  638, 
proceeding sou th  92.5 f e e t  along t h e  west s i d e  of VA Rt.637 t o  poin t  E, thence w e s t  
150 f e e t  along a stream t o  Polnt  C, thence south  175 f e e t  t o  poin t  D, thence west 

. 402.5 f e e t  t o  p o i n t  E, thence nor th  190 f e e t  t o  p o i n t  F, thence  e a s t  392.5 f e e t  t o  
p o i n t  G,  thence sou th  25 feet t o  po in t  B, thence east 160 f e e t  t o  po in t  of o r i g ~ n .  

C I ]  See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 
I 

The boundaries were chosen t o  inc lude  the  hcuse, ou t  bui ld ings ,  and domestic-rf lated 
space a s  def ined  by t h e  road and t h e  stream. 

O s e e  continuation sheet 
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