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Appros i n ~ a t cLy tue l.vc miles .sr>utt~r~esof  Lovirl!:st ton in Nc lson 

C0unt.y , ad j n c r n t :  I.0 t-he J;~rnc~,Kj.vt..r I J i  L d  life 3Inna~~ernentArea on Routc: 743  

ncor  t h e  Ji~rncsRiver st.~~lrlds bIiilt/ay M i l l .  i n  1787,
h i : , t o r i c  C o n s t r ~ ~ c t ~ ' d  
ruinut- n l t c r a t i o t ~ st o  t hc  f a b r i c  o f  t h c  i n i l l  tuolc place abotrt ISLO, b u t  it 
113s r c ~ ~ ~ z j . n c d  s incc Thc L c r r c t i r ~a round  t h e  mill i sb o i s i c a l l y  r ~ n c h a r ~ g c d  t h c n .  

qu i te  l ~ i l l yand tile t n i l l  strcarn has  mnny br;inc.hrs in t h e  area.  


Sa id  to have been cons t ruc tc t l  by master Italj.:ln shiywrii;l-lts, t h e  
4Ji -s tory  masonry s t r u c L u r c  i s  be s t  knuwn f o r  i t s  n n g n i f i c e n ~ l ydressccl s tone -
work and f i n e  i n t e r i o r  j o ine ry .  The s t r u c t u r e .  i s  r e c t a n g u l a r  i n  plan, of 
s t o n c  cons t r~ l ctiun w i t h  g r a n i t c  l i n r e l s  and s i l l s  on & I 1  t h e  d o u r  and  window 
open ings .  TIw stones are laid i n  uncourscd ashlar :  each s t o n e  c u t  t o  
even ly  join the next .  'ills nortnz. join1.s a r e w e l l  executed. The roof has 
frame gables  and is covercd w i t h  hcavy s l a t e s .  The f a c a d e  i s  f i v e  bays i ~ t  

l c n g t h  w i t 1 1  two entry rloc~rways in t hc  second and fourt i l l  bays.  The doorways 
contai t l  the o r i g i - n a l  Dutch doors  with rusehead n a i l  s t u d d i n g .  The end 
elevations a r e  of two bays and three staggered ba.ys oa t he  f o u r t h  floor. 
The walls a re  three fcct  t h i c k  at ~ h p i rbase and have sp layed  i,:indaw reveals. 

sash is i?welv~-~ver-t7.lel~eve to be o r i g i n a l .  are f o u rand :Lp?ears T ~ c r e  
opcnings  in t h e  frame gable!. 

Althocrgll l i t t l e  rcn.3in.s of the mill's c ~ t c r i o rwater w h c c l ,  most 
of the  early mill mlch?'.nery is i n t a c t ,  h u t  i s  i n u p e r a b l c  at t h e  pre-sent 
I I.tuc11 of the  nuchinery ,  igc lucI ing ~ l l e:;cars, is m:.icle 17 E ..:ood, a n d  is 
of u n u s ~ i a l l y f ine crd f t s n ~ a n s l l i p .  91e t ~ o o dframing of I l iduay ?li11 i s  a l s o  
no tt:wirr tlhy . Huge handticwn besrn.5 consti t u  t e  t h e  illain suppor+lng nieans o E 
cach floor. hl I. lumber i s  uE t o p  grade chcs t n u t  and o tlrer prerniur i~woods. 

Tn thr: rear of  t h e  nill, t h e r e  is a r sc l l -exrcutcd  arched scone 
b r i d g e  ovcr the o l d  m - i l i .  strea;rl bed.  Thc. h r i d g e  h2s  a f i n e  k c y s t o n ~and i s  
in good c o n d i t i o n ,  

Tile Si.rnpr;on 'IIouse, loca tcG n hj.gh h i l l  ~ v e ~ l o ~ k i n gon Midt,:cly I.!ill 
i.s Lhe l r > ~ i g ~ ~ i ~ n ~hoti~t: of tIlc Simpson fani . ly ,  operators o f  t h ~:.:icli:ay Mill 
(S i rzpson)  Y l c z l ~ t r ~  tlic n i n ~  c tnLury.  This 1st; - n i n e  t e en tht i on  d u r  i n z  ~ e c n t 1 1  
c e n t u r y  house  i s  wnnd frnnlc., "T" shaped jn  p l a n  on 2 S r i c k  b a s + ~ n e n t .  A 
t e t r a s  ty1.e porch stre,tchcs tllc e n t i r c  l c n g t h  of t h e  Lhrce-bGxy facad2 and tiie 
cerit:er bily pro j c c  t s  . E l c ~ b o ~ ~ t e  Grace t h e  cnd f;..'ules and thebarz~<'ij~,?rrls 
cr:nter g a b l c  . Tilt w:ir,dor<s i1~s.z i:.:o-sv12.r-two s a s h .  I

A t  t he  p r e s c ~ ~ r  tk .2  I!ouse is ~ , ~ d r r g a i n , r ;a t h o r u u ~ h  1cin:c, S i ~ ~ p s o n  
r c s r o r - x t i o n .  R.?storation ~ o r kan the Mi.dwn:r Miil is co comrrdnce in thz 
ri.?:ir f l : t u r c ,  

http:fani.ly
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Midway M i l L  is loca ted  on land tha t  once was part of a l a r g e  p l a n t a -
tion 0r~ne.d by William H. Cahell, Covernor o f  Vi rg in ia  f r o m  1805 t o  t80,9. 
Cabell had the r r : i l . l  ' t j c r i l t  i n  1797.  7"ne s~;lrn;l "14 : id r~a~ ' 'was chosen ht_.ca~~se 
t h c  rni1.l was s i t u a t e d  at t i l e  p o i n t  on t h e  James River Fetr-re~nl ~ a l f r i ~ y  
L,ync.hbllrg and Iiicimond . It: is s3i.d t h a t  t11c mil1 k;as cons truc. tcd by m s t e  
X t . ~ l i n ns h i p v r i g h t s .  A group oL about tr.lcnty of ttiese men had become 
s t r ~ n d c din Virsi t~iaf o l l o w i n g  t l ~ ccanze l l . a t i on  o f  a s h i p  c o n s t r u c t i o n  p ro -
j e c t  f o r  which they  had been  b r o u g l : ~over fro:n E r ~ r r j p e .  The q u a l i t y  of the  
n l i l . 1 ' ~ ~ t o a ~ r ; o r I iand j o i n e r y  docs  show that  t h e  b u i l d e r s  were h i g h l y  
skilled c r a I t z : ~ ; : n ,  

Dttring f l ~ can t e  bbcliirn per ioc l  t h e  Jams R i v e r  and Kanarihn Canal  p a s s e  
i n  f r o n t  o r  t l ~ c!sill, nncl t:ite l a rge  s tone  s t r u c t u r e  hr?cane a f a n ~ i l - i n r  
lnr~r l rnarkfor passcrtgprs. Tlic canal  t r a f f  jc r j rn~npt e d  t .Ls  establ ishmerit o f  
il :;r:laTI. i;t t h e  m i l . 7 ,  ccr?t.ninir.g l?asscngcr  scat- ion,  p o s t  o f f i ce ,s c t t l ! : ! : ~ . ~ ~ t  
and ~:cneral s t o r e ,  cvrncr, 1 J j . l l i a m  11. Cabell, a t  one t i - m eTlic ~ ~ ; i l l . ' s  

:;er-vccl as  ci-lairrl;,-rnof  t l ~ c . Janc?s I!iver :~nc.? t.;auanha Can21 Comparly . 


Midway ? I i . l l  11nz rcmainud basical1.y  rrnchanged f : )Llowing [;olnc minor 
altcraCirlns undc:rtnl:c:n i n  1810. Ilitritlg t h ~ '!,!3r Retwccen t h e  S t a t e s  bhe niL1 
bccnr:~ea11 j.rn;>or .int- Sr.)l.;-cc of  f 7 cllrr a13c: ;:rbal f o r  Yir~.i.nians. b I : i . l l  j.ng 
operations conCirillcd c l n t i l  Lion anda!~oilt 1O25 ~rrhcilc o ~ ~ ~ t j  ou t -da t ed  
nl ach inr ry  rcnCt?rr:d tllc m i l l  n ~ n - ~ ~ ~ . c l f i t : i h l e .F c l l ~ r s i n gi t s  clos: ' .ng tlr,:m 
the m - i . 1 1 ' ~  var ious  os:ners mdc= r 1 1 j . t l i r n u m  repqirs  t o  keep i t  froru £al.lir?< 
i n t o  rriin. 'rile n 1 i i . c ; ~i v ~s VILE? 1.1;111~s t a n d  i n  g e n e r r r l . 1 ~svcnd condi t i o r . ,  
' a  :!. iwny of tha i i 7 .  t ~ r i o rr ' i . t . t jn~r i11:e i n  G L s r c y > ~ F r - .  

P:i.tlwajr I l f  J Z reim il l : ;  onc of: thc ~orr~?!n;?weal th ' si t w  ei;l~t.r .enth century 
1 Tnc t i ! au t  i i u l l y  t e d  hui l d  l n g  i.s evidljncacons ~ r u c  a 2 t he  I ~ i ~ h  
s t anda rds  i x i i t l t ~ i n e di n  t11.e brailrii .ng :iris of t h a t  p e r i o d .  
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