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[DESCRIDL THL PRICIENT AND DIHIGINAL (1 known) PHYSICAL ARSI ANANCE

Approxiwately twelve miles soutlwest of Lovingston in Nelson
County, adjacent to the James River Wildlife Manapement Arca on Route 743
near the Jumes River stands historie Midway Mill.  Constructed in 1787,
minor alterations to the fabric of the mill tuok place about 1810, but it
bas rcmained basically unchauged since then.  The terrain avound the mill i
quite hilly and the mill strcam has many branches in the area.

Said to have been constructoed by master Ikalian shipwrights, the
45-story masonry struclure is best knowa for its magnificently dressed stone-
work and fine interior joinery. The structure is rectangular iu plan, of
stonc construction with granite lintels and sills on all the dosr and window
openings. The stones arc laid in uncoursed ashlar: each stone cut to
evenly join the next. The mortar joints are well executed. The roof has
frame gables and is covered with heavy slates. The facade is five bays iu
length with two entry doorways in the second and fourth bays. The doorways
contain the original Dutch doors with roschead nail studding. The ead
elevations are of two bays and three staggered bays on the fourth floor.

The walls are three feet thick at their base and have splayed window reveals,
The sash is twelvae-cver-twslve and appears to be original. There are four
openings in the frame gable.

Although little remains of the mill's exterior watex wheel, most
of the early mill machinery is intact, but is incperable at the present
time. Much of the machinery, including the gears, is made of wood, and is

(%

of unusually fine craftsmanshinp. The wood framing of Midway Mill is also
noleworthy. Huge handhewn beaws constitute the main supporting means of

cach floor. ALl lumber is of top grade chestnut and other premium woods.

Tn the rear of the mill, there is a well-executed arclied stione
bridge over the old will stream bed. The bridge has a fine keystone and is
in good candition.

The Simpson House, located un a high hill ovaerlocking Miduway Mill
is thae longfimz houe of the Simpson family, operators of the Miduway Mill
{Simpson) Plantatiou during the nincteanth century. This late-nineteenth
century house is wood frame, "T" shaped in plan on a brick basemeat. A
tetrastyle porch stratches the entire length of the three-bay facade and the
center bay projects. Elaborate barguboards grace the end gables and the

center gable, Tie windows have two-over-twe sash.
At the preseut time, the Simpson llouse iz wndergoing a thorouph
b : b g i &
restoration., Restoration work on the Midway Miil is co commrence in tha

naar ruture.
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Midway Mill is located on laad that once was part of a large planta-
tion owned by William K. Cabell, Covernor of Virginia from 1805 to 1808,
Cabell had the mill built in 1787. Tae neme "Midway'' was chosen because
the mill was sitvated at the halfyviy point on the James River hetween

Jtalian shipwrights. A group of about tweaty of these men had become
stranded in Virginia following the cancellation of a ship construction pro-
ject for which they bad been brought cover fro:a Eurovpe, The quality of the
mill's stonework and joinery does show that the builders were highly
skilled crafteomen,

During the ante bellum period the James River and Kanawha Canal passec
in front or the mill, and the  large stone structure became a familiar
landmark for passeangers. The canal traffic proapted the establishment of
a swmall settlecent at the mill, containing possenger station, post office,
and general store. The mill's ewner, William H. Cabell, at one time
sarved as chairman of the James Miver and Kanawha Canal Company.

Midway Mill hag remained basically unchanged following some minor
alterations uadertaken in 1810. During the Var RBetwecen the States the mill
became an jmporlant sonree of flour and meal for Virginians.  Milling
operations conlinned until about 1925 when competition and out~dated
machinery rendered the mill non-profitahle,  Fellowing its clesing dowm
the mill's various owvners made mjnimum repairs to keep it from falling
into ruin. The massive stune walls stand in generally sovnd condition,
Datomany of the interior fittings are in disrvepair.

Midway Mill remains one ol the Comuonwsalth's tew eichteenth century
mills, The beautirully ceastructed building is evidance of the high
standards mainteined in the building arits of that period.

J.F.

Lynchburg and Richmond. It is said that the mill was constructed by mastex
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