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C O M M O N : 

Hampstead 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Hamps tead 
7. L O C A T I O N 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

.4 m i . W o f R t . 606, 1 m i . NW of i n t e r s e c t i o n w i t h R t . 607, 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

( T u n s t a l l v i e . ) 

V i r g i n i a 
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5 1 New Kent 127 
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C A T E G O R Y 
(Check One) 

• Distr ict 12 Building 

• Site • Structure 

• Object 

OWNERSHIP 

• Publ ic 

H Private 

• Both 

Public Acquis i t ion: 

I I In Process 

[ I Being Considered 

STATUS 

3 Occupied 

I I Unoccupied 

I I Preservation work 

in progress 

A C C E S S I B L E 
TO THE P U B L I C 

Yes : 

0 Restricted 

1 I Unrestricted 

• No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I Agricultural 

1 1 Commercial 

1 1 Educational 

I I Entertainment 

I I Government 

I I Industrial 

• Mil itory 

i I Museum 

• Pork 

(xl Private Residence 

I I Rel igious 

I I Scientif ic 

^ jm^port^ ion^/ ,^^^]^ Comments 

UL;I 8 1970 
A. O W N E R O F P R O P E R T Y 

O W N E R ' S N A M E ; 

W i l l i a m J . Wal lace 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Quinton 
[ 5 . L O C A T I 0 _ N _ 0 F ~ L E G A I ^ D E S C R I P T I O N 

S T A T E ; 

V i r g i n i a 5̂ 1 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C ; 

New Kent County Court House 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

New Kent 
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[ 7 . D E S C R I P T I O N 

C O N D I T I O N 

(Check One) 

B E x c e l l e n t • Good • F o i r • De te r i o ra ted • R u i n s I I U n e x p o s e d 

( C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d ^ U n a l t e r e d 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

( C h e c k One) 

• M o v e d | X | O r i g i n a l S i te 

Hampstead i s a two-story, brick Federalist mansion with a hipped roof, 
^-^^^^H'^.-^^^^l^strading. The brick i s l a i d i n Flemish bond "^ut covered 
^^^^ stucco helo\j the f i r s t floor l e v e l . The main (north and south) "" 
facades of the c i r c a 1825 structure are i d e n t i c a l with alternating window 
bays and pi l a s t e r s and a central two-story pedimented portico, the order 
used being an o r i g i n a l , uncopied one. A l l columns and p i l a s t e r s are 
unfluted with a t t i c bases; the c a p i t a l consists of a waterleaf motif 
r i s i n g to a ring of egg and dart molding just below the abacus. The 
entablature consists of a pl a i n architrave below a fri e z e of triglyphs and 
metopes with leaf medallions and i s completed by a projecting cornice 
with regulae. Only the entablature with the ballustrad'ing~is"carried out 
around the entire building. Both main entrances have sid e l i g h t s as wel l 
as an e l l i p t i c a l fanlight with a three-part window on the second l e v e l . 
A l l bays except for the two main entrances have inset panels with sunbursts 
between s t o r i e s . 

The central h a l l i s dominated by a magnificent free-standing s p i r a l s t a i r 
on the west that i s separated from the h a l l by a graceful three-arched 
screen supported by Roman Ionic columns. An abundance of decorative 
plaster cornices and c i r c u l a r c e i l i n g designs are used i n the f i r s t f l o o r 
rooms with King of Prussia marble mantels i n the two east rooms; some of 
the doorways are framed by twin colonettes on either side of the opening, 
supporting entablatures with projecting cornices above. Alterations to 
the exterior and i n t e r i o r are minor. 

Outbuildings include the ruins of a granary, an eighteenth-century 
cottage and an icehouse. 
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PERIOD (• Check One or More aa Appropriate) 

• P r e - C o l u m b i a n | • 16th Cen tu ry 

• 15th C e n t u r y • 17th Cen tu ry 

• 18th Cen tu ry 

g 19th Cen tu ry 

• 20th C e n t u r y 

SPECIFIC DATE(S> (ll Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNI FICANCE (Check One or Afore as Appropriate) 

A b o r i g i n a l 

I I P r e h i s t o r i c -

• H i s t o r i c 

i I A g r i c u l t u r e 

[ 3 A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• A r t 

I I C o m m e r c e 

I I C o m m u n i c o t i o n s 

r~l C o n s e r v o t i o n 

I I E d u c a t i o n 

r~V E n l j i n e e r i n g 

1 \ Indust ry 

1 1 Inven t ion 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I 1 L i t e r a t u r e 

• M i l i t a r y 

• M u s i c 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g ' i o i i / P h i . ^ 

l osopHy 

I I S c i e n c e 

1 I Scu lp tu re 

I I S o c i o l / H u m o n -

i t o r i on 

• T h e a t e r 

I I T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

I I Urban Planning 

H Other (Speclty) 

History 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

Hampstead was one of several Webb family properties i n New Kent County. 
Already a substantial plantation by the late-eighteent|i century,, i t 
became one of the most considerable i n ante-bellum V i r g i n i a . Tlr̂ e 
property declined i n the p o s t - C i v i l War period, but has returned to 
something of i t s former eminence through the efforts of the twentieth-
century owners - the William J . Wallaces. 

George Webb introduced the Webb family to V i r g i n i a early i n the eighteenth 
century. He was soon established as a p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l leader in 
New Kent County: serving as a ju s t i c e of the court and vestr5mian of St. 
Peter's Parish. In one or the other capacity Webb regularly witnessed 
the effect of pro v i n c i a l policy, law, and custom on the l i v e s of 
individual men and women of a l l ages and conditions. This background i s 
reflected i n his manual on The Office and Authority of a Justice of the 
Peace -- a book "of immense help" to contemporary o f f i c i a l s , which 
remains "one of the most informative books of that time (Mays, Pendleton, 
1:50)." 

George Webb achieved colony-wide acclaim and h i s t o r i c importance as the 
author of "Webb's Justice"; the family continued prominent i n V i r g i n i a 
society and p o l i t i c s u n t i l the death of his grandson, Conrade, i n 1842. 
Conrade (1778-1842) inherited Hampstead from his father, Foster Webb. 
TEe^onger Webb, a man of trained i n t e l l e c t (B.A., M.A. Brown University) 
and experienced as a planter, brought Hampstead to rank among the foremost 
of V i r g i n i a plantations. During the 1820's, he undertook to build his 
great house on the high b l u f f overlooking the Pamunkey River. 

This building, although somewhat pro v i n c i a l i n i t s handling, i s one of 
the most impressive and ornamented Federalist structures i n the Commonwealt(i 
Its size i s enhanced by the elongation of the portico and the use of 
p i l a s t e r s and i s e n t i r e l y suited to the prominent s i t e . Webb's dynastic 
ambitions died with him i n 1842. His children having preceeded him to 
the grave, this "handsomest house i n New Kent County (Lancaster)" 
yij^^ended to various r e l a t i v e s passing out of the family i n 1889. 
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
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112. STATE LIAISON OFF ICER CERTIF ICA I ION 

A s the designated State Lia ison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National • State 53 Loca l • 

V i r g i n i a 51 
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register, 
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation 
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7-5 M 
2 390 000 FEET 

I N U T E S E R I E S ( T O P O G R A P H I C ) 
RICHMOND ao Ml . 7 7 » n 7 ' i n 
OLD CHURCH S Ml. ' ' 

" J ' , .-V . i v j . n x N 1 U T i n c 1 IN l t K 1 U K 

G E O L O G I C A L S U R V E Y 

U.S.G.S. 7-̂-' quadrangles (Scale: 1:24.000) 
Quinton, Va. (1949) ; Tunstall, Va.(1949) 

Hampstead 
Latitude 

NW 37° 37' 
NE 37° 37' 
SE 37° 35' 
SW 37° 35' 

03" 
03" 
28" 
28" 

Longitude 
77° 08' 16" 
77° 06' 50" 
77° 06' 50" 
77° 08' 16" 


