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DEICRleE  TUE P R E S E N T  A N D  O R I G I N A L  ( I f  known) P H Y S I C A L  I P P E A R A N C E  1 
1 Moysonec 1ndtan v i l l a g e  s t t e  is located on low cu l t i va t ed  land\-1 I 

The v i l l a g e  was indicated on John Smith's map of Virginia ,  and t h e u n u s u a l  
topography was described by Smith i n  h i s  True Relation: 

Quant i t i es  of  po t te ry  and l i t h i c  fragments ind ica te   reh historic hab i t a t i on  
- A heavy concentrat ion 

of sur face  a r t i f a c t s  evidences the  
l oca t ion  the re  ,of t h e  1607 v i l l a g e ,  a s  wel l  as  settbements and camps of  
e a r l i e r  Woodland and Archaic people. 

Although Smith d id  not  descr ibe the v i l l age ,  i t s  appearance may be con- 
jectured from excavated Chickahominy River s i t e s  and Smith's account of 
t h e  general  form of house construction. It probably cons is ted  of a c l u s t e r  
of  bu i ld ings  "bu i l t  l i k e  arbors ,  of small young spr igs  bowed and t i e d  
tbge ther  and s o  covered with mats o r  the barks of trees." One area v i l l a g e  
t h a t  continued to be occupied a f t e r  1607 whs surrounded by a pa l i sade lbut  
such defense may be a r a r i t y  for t he  Chickahominy. 

Eighteenth-century a r t i f a c t s  a r e  found a t  t h e m e n d  of  t h e  l a r g e  
. 

c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d 4  . . 
I-@, ind ica t ing  archaeological remains of t he  late 
Colonial  period i n  those areas.  
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As one of  a small  number of  i den t i f i ab l e  Chickahominy Indian v i l l a g e s  
v i s i t e d  by Virg in ia  co lon i s t s  i n  1607, Moysonec has e a r l y  h i s t o r i c a l  I 
assoc ia t ion  and considerable archaeol&ici l  po ten t ia l .  - 1 

I 
John Smith explored the  Chickahominy River i n  November and December 1607, 
and he observed Moysonec, "where a b e t t e r  s e a t ' f o r  a town cannot be 
desired". It was a f t e r  Smith had proceeded up r i v e r  t h a t  he was captured 
by Opechancanough and l a t e r ,  according t o  Smith, rescued by Pocahontas. 
He  described the  peninsula i n  -- A True Relation, published i n  1608, and 
loca ted  the v i l l a g e  on h i s  1612 map of Virginia.  

Evidenc,e f o r  the  l a t e  Woodland Indian v i l l a g e  was found a t  Moysonec when 
the College of W i l l i a m  and Mary's Department of Anthropology surveyed the  
Chickahominy River 's  archaeological sites f o r  the  National Science Founda- 
t i o n  i n  1967-71. Triangular p r o j e c t i l e  points and s h e l l  tempered pot te ry  
of the type assoc ia ted  with -the l a t e  preh is tor ic  period were concentrated 
a t  the  apparent v i l l a g e  s i t e  a t  the southwestern end of t he  peninsula. 
E a r l i e r  Woodland Indian occupation was evidenced by pebble and sand 
tempered pot te ry  with a v a r i e t y  of  surface treatments,  and Archaic occupa- 
, t ion  of as e a r l y  as 7000-6000 8. C. was represented by Kirk, Guilford, 
Morrow Mountain, and Savannah River p r o j e c t i l e  points  and soapstone 
ves se l  sherds.  

Fo r t  James was es tab l i shed  i n  t h i s  a rea  as  one of t h r ee  defensive cen t e r s  
ordered as  a r e s u l t  of  the 1644 massacre l e d  by Opechancanough. I n  1646 
the  Assembly gave Thomas Rolfe, son of John, r e spons ib i l i t y  f o r  maintaining 
the  f o r t  and granted him 400 acres  of adjoining land. The most l i k e l y  
l oca t ion  for. t he  f o r t  would appear t o  be on one of the  knol ls  a t  t he  
northern end of t h e  peninsula,  but no physical evidence of the f o r t  has 
been found. Surface a r t i f a c t s  ind ica te  some type of occupation of  t h e  
lower peninsula i n  t h e  second ha l f  of the eighteenth century. 

Moysonec is a valuable  subjec t  fo r  the study of abor ig ina l  Virginians a t  
t h e i r  time of contact  with European c iv i l i z a t i on .  The s i t e ,  undisturbed 
by modern development, has as  ye t  not received the thorough archaeological 
excavation t h a t  could determine house forms and r e l a t i onsh ips ,  t oo l s ,  
d i e t s ,  and physical condi t ions of the  v i l l a g e ' s  inhabi tan ts .  
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