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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ST A TE': 

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Virginia 
COUNTY: 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES Northampton 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMSE~ I DATE: 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sec/ions) I 
IL NAME ·-

COMMON: 

Brownsville 
A.NO IO R: HISTORIC! 

Brownsville 
!2. -

LOCATION 
-/ STF> EF.T ANC' NUMBE:,a: .6 mi. NE of end of Rt. 608, 1.2 mi. SE of intersection of 
! Rt. 608 and Rt. 600 . 

C ITY OR TOWN: 

S 'TATE I COOE I COUNTY· I COO ES 

Virginia I 45 I Northampton j 131 
~CLASS! FICA TION ' 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

I ACCESSIBLE 
(Choc.h. On eJ • TO THE PUBLIC 

D D1sfr1cr [ZJ Bui I d in g D Pub I, c I Public Acqu,sir,on : El Oceup, ed Yes : 

0 Site 0 ~ Pri v ate . LI lri Process D Urioccup, ed 0 Re 5 tr1c ted 
Structure 

0 0 80 1h 

l 
0 Be, rig Cons, de red 0 Prcservo11cn work 0 Unre,tricted 

Object 

in pr og ress ~ No 

PF-: ~SENT USE {Ch eck Ori<' or Mor<' ~~1s Ar>p ropri tHe) 

~ Agrie:ulturcil C G ovc rnrricnt D Pork D T rans.por1e3P I on 1:=J Common ts 

D Commerc1c! D lndust'lal [~ Prtvaro Res 1dence 0 0th~, (Sp~clfy) 

0 [ducot, ono I CJ Mt l,ta,y D Religious 

0 En tcrto Fnrneri4 0 Mu s.eum D Scientific 

! ,L 
··-.-· -- .. 

OWNER OF PROP::RTY ........... · .... 

OWNE::R's NA.ME lJRO W/VSVll.LB MSOCIA-TE: 5 ANI> 77-IE IVArvRE CoN'SEJi!V4VCy < u\ 

-< 
Mrs, Lfood r:o~ r-a-1-l-ey C/o M, I .Cl= ~V,</,C 1B1v1 N~rl-l k'eNT $r 

r'• l> 
'1 -< 

(J'Q "' S TRf:::ET A.ND NUMB eR · {) N t !Rl) VtlNr I/vi,&/ BANK- )-'• 

ARLJNE,-Jl)N. £1,4. 22ZOJ ::l ~ SE.4/!.oAR /J /(Alr~Nlil f-'• 
!U 

CITY OR TOWN: 

)/oRFOL,K.1 VA , :Z..86)() I STATE , I COOE 

~~ [ 4-5-
1.-- - ----~ ~· - -·-' ·- .,- -, . -- ---~-~- Vi-~i:nia 

5, LOCA TI ON OF L EG AL DE SCR IPTION 
- -··· .., ,. , ,__ 

C O U RT HOUSE, REGIS T RY OF 01='.:~ 0S , E:TC : lg " 0 Northampton County Court House C 
z 

IS T f'.-1_1::.. E::T AND NUMEJ E R· I ;>. -< 
111> 

-< 
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-0 
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0
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12'.:: DESCR(_P_T_IO_N_-r------------------------------------'; 
(Check One) 

CONDITION 
0 E>r:cellent ~ Good O Foir D Deteriorated O Ruins O Unexposed ---=--~I --=------==--.c...._---1 (ChEJck One) (Check One) 

~ Unaltered O Moved ~ Original Site 0 Altered 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSIC A\.'. APPEARANCE 

Brownsville is a two-story brick structure with a gable roof and one 
interior end chimney. The walls are finely laid in Flemish bond with white 
marble lintels over the windows. The off-center door on the land front 
is framed by a finely executed pedimented Doric portico with a Chinese 
railing. The corresponding door on the ocean front had a similar portico, 
but it has disappeared. A one-and-a-half story frame wing erected in 1809 
contains the present dining room. Attached to the wing by an enclosed 
passage is the kitchen, formerly located further from the house and moved 
to its present location in the late-nineteenth century. 

The chief distinction of Brownsville is the superlative Federal woodwork on 
the interior. Especially notable is the drawing room trim with the applied 
decoration on the mantel and tne tassel-and-swag decoration on the chair 
rail. The. woodwork varies. in elaboration but not in quality throughout 
the house. Both the interior and exterior of the house are in a fine state 
of preservation. 

The spacious shaded yard surrounding the house contains several outbuildings 
and the family burying ground. The whole complex is set on a point of land 
from which a broad prospect of the marshlands and islands separating the 
house from the ocean is obtained. 
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r,i. SIGNIFICANCE 

I PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriste) 

D Pre-Columbian l 

0 15th Centyry 

0 16th Century 

0 17th Centu,y 

SPECIFIC DATE{SJ (UAppllcable and Known) 1806 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Checlf. One ot More aa Appropriate) 

., , ~Ab.original 

0 Prehistoric 

D Historic 

0 Agriculture 

0 ArchiNcture 

0 Art 

0 Comm•rc• 

D Communications 

0 Conser"otion 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 ,E.clucofi ~- .. , -, 
0 Enginee,·i;g·- -

0 Industry 

D Invention 

0 Lond'scop• 

Arc.hitecture 

0 Literature 

0 Military 

D Music 

. 

0 18th C~ntury 

~ 19tl, Century 

~ 1, / 

Q _.1.Po.~.iti~~~':::: I' 1; 

D Religion/Phi-

losophy 

0 Science 

D Sculpture 

0 S0ciol/H1,1mon

ite1rlon 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

a . ·, • 

.D 
t:;l 

D 20th Century 

.... ·.,. 
u~.b~,,n p llo~n),n,g J .• : 

pt~er: (Sp~cff!). _ , 

The land on which the present Brownsville farm is. located was .included 
in a 1262 acre tract, patented in 1652.by John Browne. _The property was 
inherited by Browne's daughter Sara, wife of Arthur Upshur, and has 
remained in the hands of their descendants to the present day, making it 
one of the oldest family holdings in Virginia. The first building known 
to have been built on the tract was a small frame dwelling, 25' x 35', 
with a brick dated 1691. This house, which was known as "Brownsville Old 
Hall," was originally located a short distance to the east of the present 
house, but in 1898 it was moved across the creek and is now in ruins. 

The present brick house was built in 1806 by John Upshur at the relatively 
high cost of $10,000. Because of the many relatives who shared his new 
house, Upshur declared, "There is no place to put the sole of my foot," 
so in 1809 he added the one-and-a-half story frame wing. The main part 
of Brownsville is an unusually carefully built structure, constructed of 
materials of the highest qua~~ty. The interior woodwork is considered to 
rank among the most sophisticated and elaborate Federal woodwork on the 
Eastern Shore. Many of the details are similar to those of woodwork found 
in other important houses on the Shore such as Kerr Place, Wharton Place, 
Eyre Hall, and Wesley. It would seem that these examples, as well as 
others, were executed by a single talented craftsman who unfortunately 
has not been identified. Despite the anonymity of Brownsville's designer 
and builder, the house stands as a distinguished homestead for one of the 
Eastern Shore's oldest families. 
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f 10. GEOG RAPH I CA_L:._::D:::AT.,__:::_A ____________ _ :~-, l "i : ; •; 1, 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE ANO LONGITUOl:c COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCAt'ING THE PROPERTY O DEFINING THE CENTER POIN1' OF A PROPERTY 
1----e·.;·~._-_.._..__,,_.;··-·"-·_'.>....!..•--~-<,'~-....:..· __ ....:......:....:....''--.!.•.'.':._·_j R .it· I .1•!-- a>'F ~E\Ss THAN TF.N lt.CREs 

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

37 ° 28 
Degrees Mim.1tes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 

NW 33 . 75° so· 17" 0 0 

NE 37 ° 28 33 . 75° 48' 52" 
SE 37 ° 27 . 35 . 75°.: 48.'1 ,$2" ·--' _: 

"" ') ... () "" "" . ,-o -- . ,, . 
APPROXIMATI:: ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY;~ 

1-------------------------------------------------------< 
ILlST A.LL STATES ANO COUNTIES F'OR PROPE'.RTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COOE COUNTY CODE 

STATE: COOE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE 

flJ. FORM PREPARED BY 
. ·. • . .. . 

Nt't'aHD T,TLE, 

Virginia Historic Landmarks Commission, James'W. Moodv. Jr. Director 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Vir~inia Historic Landmarks Commi~s~s-=i"o~n._~~~~~~~~~~~-"'=O~c~t~o~b:::.e=..e.r~,=3~-c....,1~9~6"-"'9..-J 
STRE•l;::T ANO NUMBER: 

1....:R.::0::.:0::.:m::._l::_l::_l::_6::c..,_, _..:.,N_:,i"'n'-'=t-=h,._.S,.t:.-rc.,e:,e:::.t=-,S=ta=t.,e_-:0.=f_cfcei"'c"e,_.Bc;"u. il d in" .. , 
CITY OR TOWN: !STATE CODE 

Richmond -~~'~-~·Ll'L·~-~'~--~..J...._.!!V~i~r~·a~i~·nu'~'·,._0 
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112. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICAI ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION · 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National 0 Slate ~ Local 0 

Name ---------------------

Dr. Edward P. Alexander, Chairman 

:, :- ) ,l I'. _, •: ' •,'I'.' '' -· ' -l_ ,, '; 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Chief, 0//ice of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date --------------------

ATTEST: 

1 Titlf.\7irginia Historic T.aodmarks CoDPJJis'Sion ------------------Keeper of The National Re~ister 
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Brownsville 
Latitude 
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