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Vaucluse is a complex, e l l - shaped s t r u c t u r e ,  the  main a x i s  of which runs 
eas t -wes t  with the  e l l  running north.  The o r i g i n a l  un i t  is probably the  
west end of the main block between the  two chimneys and is frame wi th  
clapboarding on a Flemish bond foundation wi th  a b r i c k  end wa l l  a l s o  i n  
Flemish bond. The gable roof has a modillioned cornice .  The a d d i t i o n  
on the  e a s t  cont inues ,  gene ra l ly ,  the  o r i g i n a l  des ign ,  complete with 
chimney i n  the  b r i c k  end wa l l .  The one-and-one-half s t o r y  q u a r t e r  
k i t chen  wi th  b r i c k  ends t o  the  nor th  of the  main block is connected 
by a two-story e l l ,  which was enlarged from a one-and-one-half s t o r y  
hyphen. Other frame a d d i t i o n s  t o  the  e a s t  e i t h e r  have been enlarged 

.. . f r ~  earJier s t r u c t u r e s  o r  s o  a l t e r e d  as t o  appear r ecen t .  The long 
two-story square  cplurmed porch on t h e  south  was added by the  present  
owner. Although sohe p a r r i t i b h  w a l l s  have been remved ,  woodwork remains 
f r k  the  f i r s t  h a l f  of the  n ine teedth  beatury.  



The proper ty  on which Vaucluse is loca ted  was the  home of  the Upshur 
family from 1768 u n t i l  1855. The p rope r t  was purchased i n  1768 by 
Ar thur  Upshur I V ,  who l e f t  i t  t o  h i s  son E i t t l e t o n .  I t  is thought t h a t  
the  brickended s e c t i o n  of the  house was b u i l t  by L i t t l e t o n  Upshur about  
1784. In  1812 the land was p a r t i t i o n e d  i n t o  e i g h t  p a r t s  according t o  
v a l u e ,  and the  house and t h i r t y  a c r e s  were inhe r i t ed  by a  son. Abel 
Parker  Upshur, who presumably b u i l t  the  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  house i n  1829, 
whi le  the  annex connect ing the house wi th  the  o l d  k i tchen  was probably 
added i n  1889. 

Abel Parker  Upshur (1790-1844) held many important p o s i t i o n s  i n  s t a t e  
and n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s .  A p r a c t i c i n g  a t t o r n e y  i n  Richmond from 1810 t o  
1824, he re turned  t o  h i s  b i r t h p l a c e ,  Vaucluse, i n  1824 and was e l e c t e d  
t o  t h e  Vi rg in i a  l e g i s l a t u r e .  In  1826 he was appointed a  judge of t h e  
General Court,  and t h r e e  yea r s  l a t e r  he was a  member of the  convention 
t o  r e v i s e  the  S t a t e  Cons t i tu t ion .  When John Tyler  assumed the presidency 
fol lowing t h e  dea th  of  Pres ident  William Henry i h r r i s o n  i n  1841, Tyler  
c a l l e d  Upshur t o  Washington t o  se rve  a s  h i s  Sec re t a ry  of  the  Navy; 
dur ing  h i s  two yea r s  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  Upshur was r e spons ib le  f o r  
s t r eng then ing  and reforming the navy. In  1843 he succeeded Daniel 
Webster a s  Secre tary  of S t a t e .  He negot ia ted  the t r e a t y ,  formally signed 
on Apr i l  12, 1844, providing f o r  the  annexat ion of Texas a s  a  t e r r i t o r y  
of  t h e '  United S t a t e s .  Hc a l s o  began nego t i a t ions  on a  t r e a t y  t o  annex 
t h e  Oregon t e r r i t o r y .  H i s  promising c a r e e r  was ended by a n  a c c i d e n t  
aboard the  U. S .  5. Pr ince ton  on February 28, 1844, f o r  Upshur was among 
those  k i l l e d  when the  "Pracemaker" cannon exploded. Upshur was succeeded 
a s  Sec re t a ry  of S t a t e  by John C .  Calhoun, who revived t h e  p a r t i s a n s h i p  
which Upshur had been a b l e  t o  r e c o n c i l e ,  and thus  doomed the  t r e a t y  t o  
d e f e a t .  

Vaucluse's complex p lan  is the r e s u l t  of a  long period of growth, and 
i t s  development is d i f f i c u l t  t o  p inpoin t  due t o  t h e  s t y l i s t i c  i n s u l a t i o n  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  the  Eastern Shore. Although t h e  i n t e r i o r  has  had some 
changes, t h e  e x t e r i o r  r e t a i n s  most o f  the o r i g i n a l  s t y l e  f e a t u r e s  which 
could d a t e  the  f i r s t  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a t  about  1784, when L i t t l e t o n  Upshur 
i n h e r i t e d  t h e  proper ty .  The house i s  a n  important  landnmrk on the  
Eas tern  Shore and is remembered as the  b i r t h p l a c e  and home o f  Abel Parker 
Upahur. 
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