
Fnnw 10-300 U N I T E 0  STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMlNATlON FORM 

S T A T E :  

Virginia 
COUNTY.  

Northampton 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

Cus t i s  Tombs 
ANOfOR HISTORIC:  

( T y p e  all  entries - complete applicable sections) 

1 C u s t i s  cemetery at A r l i n g t o n  
l 2 .  LOCATION ,, . ...,, . A A A .. , A  A ,> , , .  ..-.>. . , ,. . . . . 

5 T R E E T  A N C ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ :  South bank o f  O l d  P l a n t a t i o n  Creek,  . I  mi. W of northern 
end o f  R t .  644, 1.3 mi. NW o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  of Rt. 644 and R t ,  645. 

Cl T V  OR TOWN: 

S T A T E  C O U N T Y '  
COOE 

- -... Yi-n l a  . . 4 5 Northampton 
I . '  

131 
CLASSIFICATION . , . , . A,> : 

. . 
, , %  

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP 

ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) 

STATUS 
TO THE PU8LIC -- 

Dist r i c t  a Bul ld ing [7 Public Publ lc Acquisition: Occuplad Yes: 

Site 0 Struclvre P " ~ a f e  IJ I n  Process a Restr icted Unoccupied 

0 Oblect C] Both 0 Being Conrldsred Prsss rvo~ lon  work 
a Unrestr ictrd 

I n  progress 0 No 

E N T R Y  NUMBER 

I PRESEN T USE (Check Ona or More o s  Approptlele) I 

O A T E  

Govsrnmenb Park 0 Tlonrportat ion 0 Comments 

0 Private Rerldanco Other (~paclty) 

George F. Parsons 
S T R E E T  A N D  NUMBER: 

A r l i n g t o n  
CITY OR T O W N :  I S T A T F :  1 I 

EGISTRY O F  D E E D S  E T C '  

C I  T Y  O R  T O W N .  S T A T E  

J a s t 3 L i L .  .- - EREPRESENTATION - . -  IN EXISTING ,. S U R V E Y S  
( T I T L E  O F  S U R V E Y -  m 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission Report #65-1 -I 
D 

D A T E  O F  S U R V E Y :  1968 Federal a Stote County G Local  4 

Z 
D E P O S I T O R Y  F O R  S U R  V E V  RECORDS: C 

V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks CornmissLon 
S T R E E T  AND NUMBER: 

Room 1116, N i n t h  S t r e e t  State Off i ce  
C I T Y  OR T O W N :  

Richmond I ~ i r ~ i n i a  4 5 



1 k. bE5CRIPTlbN , -  - . . A A , , . ,  . . . .  - -<;;'', , .  . *,.. *I.. . I . , , . .  ~ I . ..A 

CONDITION 

O E S C R l B E  THE P R E S E N T  A N 0  O R I G I N A L  (If known) P H Y S I C A L  A P P E l R A N C E  

Although t h e r e  p robab ly  are more graves i n  t h e  immediate area, v i s u a l  
ev idence  o f  t h e  Custis fami ly  buriaL ground c o n s i s t s  of two tombs 
surrounded by a poured c o n c r e t e  p l a t f o r m  raised a f e w  inches  above 
ground Level.  The tombs a r e  enclosed by a h i g h  i r o n  fence, a l l  o f  which 
i s  set  i n  a grove  o f  trees. The l imes tone  s l ab  resting on a low brick 
base marks t h e  g r a v e  of  John C u s t i s  (1630-1696), Major General and member  
o f  t h e  Counc i l  f o r  Virginia and p r o g e n i t o r  of t h e  C u s t i s  family i n  America. 
However, h i s  g rave  i s  overshadowed by the b o x - l i k e  marble  tomb of  John 
C u s t i s  IV w i t h  i t s  pyramidal t o p  and d r a p e r y  c a r v i n g s  on t h e  long  s i d e s  
s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n s .  On t h e  e a s t  end of the tomb i s  ca rved  t h e  
C h s t i s  family c r e s t ,  w h i l e  an elaborate d e s i g n  on t h e  wes t  end uses a 
human s k u l l  mot i f  set  w i t h i n  a s h i e l d .  

The o r i g i n a l  Arlington house o f  the Cuatia fami ly  s tood  near the graveyard ,  
p r o b a b l y  t o  t h e  s o u t h .  
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S T A T E M E N T .  O F  5 1 6 ~ l F I C A N C E  

The l a n d ' s  h i s t o r i c  a s s o c i a t i o n s  make i t  one o f  the most s i g n i f i c a n t  
unexcavated c o l o n i a l  sites i n  V i r g i n i a .  The C u s t i s  f ami ly  was one o f  
the more n o t a b l e  V i r g i n i a  f a m i l i e s ,  and i t s  descendan ts  i n c l u d e  t h e  wife 
of  Genera l  Robert  E .  Lee and ' t h e  adopted g r a n d c h i l d r e n  o f  George W a s h i v t o  . I 
The p r o g e n i t o r  o f  t h e  C u s t i s  f ami ly  was Major General  John C u s t i s  (1630- 
L696), whose tomb is one o f  Lhe two remaining ones i n  t h e  graveyard.  
Custis came t o  V i r g i n i a  circa 1650 and e s t a b l i s h e d  h i s  seat a t  A r l i n g t o n  
on t h e  E a s t e r n  Shore.  H e  became a man o f  importance,  and by t h e  t i m e  
o f  his d e a t h  had se rved  on t h e  Counc i l  o f  V i r g i n i a  and as major -genera l  
o f  V i r g i n i a .  One of h i s  d e s c e n d a n t s ,  George Washington Parke C u s t i s ,  
grandson of  Martha Washington, was t o  name h i s  p l a n t a t i o n  A r l i n g t o n ,  i n  
honor o f  h i s  a n c e s t r a l  home, and this i n  t u r n  was l a t e r  t o  be tu rned  i n t o  
A r l i n g t o n  N a t i o n a l  Cemetery. 

A t  h i s  d e a t h  i n  1696,  General  C u s t i s  l e f t  A r l i n g t o n  t o  h i s  g randson ,  
John Custis ZV ( c i r c a  1679-circa 1750) ,  whose e l a b o r a t e  tomb i s  t h e  o t h e r  
e x t a n t  one i n  t h e  g raveyard .  John Custis I V  was t h e  son  o f  a n o t h e r  John 
C u s t i s  (1653-1713), who served as a member of t h e  Counci l  and as major -  
g e n e r a l  o f  V i r g i n i a .  John  C u s t i s  I V  was a man of  prominence, c a r r y i n g  on 
the fami ly  t r a d i t i o n  o f  s e r v i n g  as a member of t h e  Counc i l .  H e  i s  a l s o  
remembered f o r  h i s  tempestuous mar r iage  w i t h  Frances  Parke,  t h e  d a u g h t e r  
o f  D a n i e l  Parke who d i e d  w h i l e  governor of  t h e  Leeward I s l a n d s .  Custis 
w a s  a l s o  a n  o u t s t a n d i n g  gardener  and conducted many b o t a n i c a l  exper iments  
p n  the  grounds of h i s  house i n  Wil l iamsburg.  H i s  son, D a n i e l  Parke C u s t i s  
was t o  be t h e  f i r s t  husband of Martha Washington, and h i s  g r e a t - g r e a t -  
g randdaughte r ,  Mary Anne Randolph C u s t i s ,  was t o  marry Robert  E .  Lee. 

The u s e  o f  s k u l l  mot i f s  on t h e  marble grave marker of John C u s t i s  I V  c a n  
be found on  some o t h e r  f u n e r a r y  s c u l p t u r e  i n  Virginia, but i t  is  certainly  
much more rare h e r e  t h a n  i n  New England. Th is  f i n e l y  ca rved  monument is 
impor tan t  a l s o  because  o f  i t s  remarkable  s t a t e  of p r e s e r v a t i o n  and because  
it is s i g n e d  by i t s  maker, W i l L i a m  C o l l e y  of Fenchurch S t r e e t ,  London. 
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